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‘SOPHRONIA. 


My Deareft Silter > 
os We receive in this Effect of 


ee ti the name given 
to the {ame Lady, in 
the I]. Se@tion of the 
following Meditati- 
OFS,’ 


my Obedience, one of the 
higheft Proofs I can give 


Lou of its Greatnefs. For 


when You 1 Command but things that 
tend to Your Service, the Performance. 
' iS wont to be accompanied with~ 
ae Satisfaction, that fuffers me not to 
find it Uneafy.. But I confefs it was 


mot without Reluttancy , that Iwas 
prevailed with to venture abroad 
Compofures , wherein, even when I 


Pen me Lhem , I decline Owning then, 


A 3 


and 


and which, (if our Names be difco- 
ver'd_) may I fear, not only bazzard 
the Reputation ( if it have any) 
of my Pen; but,( where You are lefs 
known_) bring into Question that of 
Your Judgment. ‘Twas eafte for me to 
reprefent to You bow unfinifbed and 
unpolifbed the Trifles you called for , 
were,e[pecially confideringthat thelm- 
maturene/s of [ome of them would not 
probably be the Chief thing that would 
make many think they come forth Un-. 
feafonably , fince they avomedly Aim 
at the Perfuading and Teaching men 
- to Improve their Thoughts, as wellas 
Husband their Time, at a feafon,when 
both thofe PretiousT bings are foNeg- 
leéted, or (0 Mis-imploy'd, that the 
chief ufe, which too many make ofthe 
Former, isto devife wayes to get ridd 
of the Later. But though to my Un- 
readine/s to Publifh thefe very long 
neglected Papers, at the fame time 


when 


ben a Pra-cngagement oblig'd meta, — ‘ 
Difpatch another Lreatife-of a quite 
different. Nature, f added all thofe o- 
ther diffuading Confiderations that £ 
have mentioned in the Preface to the 
Reader; yet what Ireprefented proved 
as Unavailable, as what [had writ- — 
ten was In-compleat. For, whilft You 
fancied that the following Reflections 
(fuch as they are had Fewer Faults, 
and were like to do More Good,than I 
can prefume ; Your Charity for others, 
_ andPartiality for me,made you fo refo~ 
Inte and preffing to have me runa 
Venture , which you are pleas'd to 
 thinkbut a very Small One ; that 
* judged it more excufable to prefent you 
Green Fruit, than,by obftinatelyRefu- 
fing what you feemed-alinoft to Long 
for, lofe an opportunity of E-vincing, 
ThatYour Commands canPrevail,poth 
1 phere thofe of Others would have been 
wholly Ineffectual , andwhen they re- 
ae A 4 quired 
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quired me to prefeat You Cfome, if not 
many,) things that are fo little worthy 
of You, that perbaps they are {carcely 
Pye 7 me Ae 
Wonder not, Dear Sophronia, that — 
L appear fo Sollicitous to manifeft the 
Greatnefs of my Obedience ; fince That 
implyes anUrgency in your Commands, — 
that it highly concerns me to have ta- 
Ren notice of. For thofe that,baving 
the Happinef8 to converfe with You, 
{ball chance to caft their Eyes upon 
the following Papers , will probably 
think that I fbew as littleDifcretion in 
the Addrefs, as Ihave fhewn Skill in 
_ the writing, of thefe Reflections ; when 
! expofe fuch Cenfurable Things to the 
Judgment of a Perfon that bas (o pier- 
cing a One, and prefent Trifles to one, 
that deferves the Nobleft Produtti- 
ons of (what fheisfo great a Miftrefs 
of) Wit, and Eloquence. Upon whofe 
Account fhe is wont to perfuade Picky 
ae age 
f 


offes it Exemplarily in her Abti- 


th make the Wits of our Sexenvy a 
riter of Hers;and keep Our Age from 
ing Antiquity, for thofe Celebrated 
dies,who,by their Triumphant Elo- 
nce,Ennobled the People of Rome, 
nd taught their Children ta Sway 
ofe Rulers oftheWorld. — | 
But when I can plead, that not only 
yur Commands,but even Your Impor- 
unity ingaged me (though not to the 
bref yet _) to the Publication of 
fe Papers ; I may reafonably hope, 


"er [ons to whom Tour Attainments are 


jot be fo baftily Condemned. © 

But [dare not profecute fo Fruit- 

ill aSubjedt.for fear of off ending Your 
' So 


alt tt 


RANG da et 


in her Difcourfes, as (be 


3 and might,if her Modefty did re 
nfine ber Pen to Excellent Letters, a 


t among thofe many confiderable 


ot unknown, not only my Dedication — 


ull be Excufed put even my Book will 


/ 


— Modefly; fince that predominant Vir- } 


tue gives Tou fo great an Undervalu-. 
ation for all Your other Qualities, that 
it is as much Your Cuftome to look, 
ev 2 upon Smal Praifes as F latteries, 
as it is Your Prerogative tokeepGreat — 
ones. from being fo. And IL fhould 
therefore have omitted that little it~ 
felf which Ihave faid, if, on This occa- 
fion, my Intereft did not as well Ob- 
fige me, as the known Truth Warrant 
me, fo to Confider Your Modefty, as 
not tobe altogether Injuriousto Jour 
other Excellencies ; fince the Reader's 


knowledge of Thefe (if bebe not a 


— firnager to You.) will promife me this 


Advantage, that divers of the Cri- 
ticks themfelves will chufe rather to 
Abjfolve my Writings , than Condemn 
Tour Judoment: and that at leaft , 
— the Devout,to whom Your Practice has 
afforded {o many other Examples, will 
be fcrupulous to be more Severe to thefe 
ay Se epers. 


ners, than a Perfon in whom, upon 


‘the (core of ber own Style, ‘Severity 
ae mere more jufiifiable than in moft Rea- 
ders (without excepting the Eloquent | 
Ones) and will imitate Her,in Conji- 


dering , that this Book, pretends to 
— prefent them houghts , rather than 
Words,and in Supporting, for the fake 
of the Shi the Manner in which it 
isprofecuted. 
And certainly, my Lady R's. Ap- 
- probation, is a Happinefs which divers 
forts of Confiderations may render as 
Advantageous as Welcome to me. For 
| if any of thefe Thoughts ,do (which 
yet! can fcarce hope derive it froml our 
| “Fuftice, that great meafure of Efteem 
 Youdo not only Merit , but Poffefs, 
may both Affure them of a General 
 "One,and much contribute toProcure tt 
) them, But ifall of them owe your Ap- 
\ probation (as I fear they do) to your | 
Partiality;fince that muft not be Small 
| ree) 
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to be able to pervert fuch a Judgment, 
This it felf will prove an Evidence of 
the Bleffing of four Affection; which is : 
a Felicity, that Iknow You enough to 


value above all the Praifes Ican mife 


of : fince Applaufe can make me happy. 
but in other Mens Opinion, but Your 
Frriendjbip can make me fo in my own. 

Let, apprehend not , Sifter, That I 
fbould here endeavor,by a folemnCha- 

racker of You, to juflifiewhat Ihave 
been faying: For, though to write a 


 Dedicatory Epifile, without a P anegy- 
» rick,be grown of late veryUnfalbiona- 


ble; yet fince’tis as much fo, to take 
the Praifes wont to be profusely given 
in fuch Letters for Meafures of any 
thing but theWriters Wit, Imuft ra- 
ther referve the Acknowledoments I 
ow Lour Merit and Your Favors to» 


_ fome Occafion, where they may not be 


lyable to pafs for a Tribute paid toCu- 
ftome, nota Debt dueto You; than 
a draw 


—_— 
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to expres my Affection and E- 
in a Dedicatory Letter ; and by 
ufing to Profe/s, upon an Occafion 
re Cuftom allows men to Say what 
do not Think,fo Great and Real a 
ruth,as that of my being. far more up- 
nthe Account of Efteem and Grati- 
de, than of Nature it felf, 


fy Dearett Sifter, - 


Your moft AffeGionate, 


valet. 


wa needle/sS ufpition upon theSin- 
ty of our EF riendbip,by endeavour- 


) FS 


and moft Faichfull Ser-_ 


RB, 
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INTRODUCTORY — 
PREFACE, 


VSSOO Hey I confider the Difadvantages, 
AS a) K. with which the following Trifles come 
NVA VIS abroad,in an Age, that is not only fo 
Fav oe C enforious, but fo Intelligent, as this 
om Sof ours ; neither the Partrality of my 
Friends,nor the favourable Reception that the pub- 
lick has hitherto vouch{afed to what hath been pre~ 
fented it, of mine,is able to give me aConfidence, 
‘(though they almoft. create a Hope) That thefe Pa= 
pers will meet with as kind an Entertainment, as 
thofe of the fameband thatshave preceded them. And 
yet without being wanting to my felf,1 canot but ad, 
that by the help of T heir fuggeftions who have urg’d 
the Publication of thefe Teese. Lam not unfar- 
mlh'd with ( at leaft ) Tollerable Evxccufes for 
the things that feem likely to fland in need of a- 


/ 


T'fhallnot much wonderto find it fad, That the 

Book is, in general; far fhort of being an Exakt and 
Fimfld Piece. For perhaps few Readers will be 

_ more ofthat mind, thanthe Author is. But by way 
of Apology, it may be reprefemted, That moff of the 
: fol~ 


: An Introductory Preface. 
following Papers, being written for my own private 
Anenfement,a good deal of N egligence 1n them may 
appear as pardanable, asa Carel: {s Drefs , when a 
man intends not, nor expects, to go out of bis flady, 
or Let bimfelf be (een, And that which I now pub- 
Lh being defign'’d, not to fatisfiethe Criticks,but to 
gratifie the Devout, I hope it will be thought a 
Venal Crime, if sn {ome of thefe Meditations [ 
Rave not aim'd to expres Eloquence, but oxly to 
cherifh Piety. 1 fay, in forme, becaufe there may 
he others (where a different Style was thought fitter) 
in whole EF avoxtr I would produce fuch § afaiel as 
would not be flighted, if £ were concernd to do any 
vaore for thole P rine than Excule them. 
And perhaps they that {hall take the pains to try 
their skill in making Meditations , Indifkerently 
upon the Occarrences that firall happen » and wane 
der vo further from the C irewmftances of their 
T hemes,nor lard them any more with Sentences Cr o- 
ther Paffages borrow'd from theF athersyor the Poets, 
than in moft of the following Papers, I have done; — 
will not find the Task, fo cafe but that they will 
think.it reafonable to he Mild intheir Cenfuresjand 
will difcern, that in {ach Compofiresy fome Unaccu- 
rarene(sis fo hardto be Avoided, that it fhould not 
behard tobeForgiwen. — a Lhe ok fale 
T know the want of Uniformity inthe feyle of the - 
enfuing Reflettions, may [pecioufly enough be cea{u- 
ved.  Eornot to mention that [ome of them are ve- 
ry long, and others very [hort ; 1 will be [aid , that 
fome are written in avery Negletted sand others eve 
in aLuxuriant firainyotbere may perchance appear 
berwixt fone of thems, as great an Inequality as can. 
eafily be found, berwixt C onspofures that are none of 
shen Excellent. Befides, that the Incoherence id 
| : | he 
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‘An introductory Preface, 
e Subjetts, together with the differix OW ays 
wherein they are handled, may meake them look {> 
Wttle of kinta one another, as [carce'to appear the 
Produttions of the fame Pen, But this Uneven way 
of writing will poffibly be rather pardond than won- 
dyed at by thofe that hall be informed, Lael 
Dhar the nature of this kind of Comspofures ré~ 
quires ‘not any other than a loofe and Defultory way 
: of writing. ; ae a a ae 
That thefe Reflethions are very far from conting 
abroad inthe Order of Time wherein they were fer 
down + bat in that Cafmal order wherein, when f was 
nee to tack them together, twas able te light 
on thems among my loofe and forgotten Papers. Adam 
wy of which being difcovered to have been loft when 
— fome of the rest were to be at the Prefs; L was fain, 
for the compleating of the number, to infert here and 
there fome of a much frefber date, among thofe that 
were made (as fome know who then read them) fix 
been or feventeen years ago 3 when my Style could 
hardly be orber than differing enough frome what it 
» Anh laftly, That the differing Natures of feve- 
_ val Subjetts required, that the Reflettions on fome. 
of them {hould be far Longer than on others; and As _ 
my want of Leifure, and foncetimes of Difpos'duefs 
tO write, induc'd me to make fome of my Confidera- 
trons but (hort: So I thought fit to lee theme pafs for 
‘Their fakes,to whom,for want of Time orSkyll, the 
Brevity of thofe, may make themathe fitter, and the 


more recommend thens, Mi a 
» Befides what has been alledged againft the Style? 
TReow it may be objetbed, That in fome of the Me 

, ditarious, the Sub jes are very Mean,and Trividly. 
aud that [uch Thenees are sot Worthy the being de~ 
oe ae | Lo. _ foan- 


» 
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(canted on. And indeedyif I aim’d at the Writer's — 
' advantage, more than the Reader's , 1 couldeafily — 
pave left them ont, and have [ubstiruted 1m their 
places fonse others that lye by me, lefs liable to Con 
tempt. But Iconfefs, 1 did not think, my felf ob 
Lig’d, to publifh no Meditations, bur the leaft Cen- 
furable ones that | had made ; and divers of thofe 
intimated inthe objettion, were pur pofely inferted, 
when I was prevail’d with to bundle up thefe toofe 
fticks into Faggots. For Then defigming this Trea- 
tife for the Benefit of tht Generality of Devout Rea- 
ders, [thought it not ami{syamong ft divers Re flect- 
tons (fuch as mo5t of the I° and of the TV o Sedd- 
‘ ons ror efuited to thofePerafersthat are eitherof the 
| more intelli gent {ort or good Proficient s alreadystota~ 
fert fome fem Adeditations, of a more familiar fort, 
eealier to be lighted on;to keep thofe from being dif- 
courag d, from trying to make Occafional Refletti=— 
ons, who may chance ta have either Barrenner Fan- 
ys, or more nupratiisd Pens, than even I had 
then: Aud thofe (perhaps) who, without [uch eafily 
imitadle Escamaples world not be invited to make Oc- 
cafional Med tations, may by the Prathice of compo- 
fing them, grow {uch Proficients inthe Art, as to 
furpafs fome: that defpife fach humble Begrn- 
Wins . me | 
But ast fend abroad thefe Papers without the 
Authors name, that I may have the greater Oppor« 
tunity to bear other mens Opinions of thems, and the 
le{s Temptation to wave the complying with thofe 
that hall feem Reafonable : forfl (hall find, That: 
fuch Readers as I effeems competent Judges in an 
Affair of this Nature,{ball think that thofeRe flegtr 
ons wherein Ihave comply’ d withthe weaker fort of 
Perufers, may be better Spar'd than Inferted : 1 can 
orn. | | ealily 


he mee Alaa 


‘repair that faultin the next Edition ( if thefe 
a ihes fall be thought worthy of another). 4x the 


mean vime, 1 prefume that thofe devout Readers who 
may be concern'd inthis weatter, will take it kindly 
that [have for their fakes adventar ad to treat of 
Subjecks tea mean and barren to furalh me with al- 


; moft any Hing coufiderable; fave the Oppartunty’s of 


manifefting, hom low L can Stoop to gratifie {uch 


[know it 18 antmthing, That Fbave ventured to 
pat fome Occafional Refiettionsinto Dialogues, Beat 
‘the Reader will be lefs feartled at my deviating t# 
this, and ether things, from Bithop Hall’s way of 
writing Occafional Meditations, if f ackzowled ge 
that not to Prepoffels or Byafsmy Fancy, f parpofely 
(till of late)forbad my felf, the perujing of that Elo- 
- quent Pralates devour Reflections. which Intima- 
tion being premis’d,t (hall fubjoyn » That when 
wrote for my own Divertifement, 1 fomsetimes took, 
: Pleafure to imagine two or three of my. Friends to 
be prefent mith me at the Occasion , that fet my 
thoughts on work, and to make thens Difcourfe as £ 
faney'd Perfons, of their Breeding and tempers , 
would talk to one another on [uch an Occafion, And 
one of thefe, whom I call Eufebius, being a Dr, of 
Divinity 5 twa others ( Eugenius and Genorio } 
being Travellers and fine Gentlemenzand the fonrtly, 
oa ! name Lindamor) being 2 Learned Youth , 
bth well Born and well Bred ; 1sas apt to think, 
that fome of their Conferences, meicht be allow*d to 
pals among the other Papers 3 both becanfe No- 
welty, anaV ariety, are wont to be not unwelcome 
things, and becaufe this way of writing allows a 
_ Scope ‘for diverfity of Ormons s for Debates, anh 
for Replies, which weoftconsuruely mould be Frspro- 
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Pe ee Ctory krelacce on 
‘per, where ouly a fingle {peaker is introduced : Not'to — 
add,that poffibly if this way of writing foall be Lik'd 
— & Prabttis’d by fome F am dex happier Pen,that were 
able ¢o Credit and improve it ; it may afford ufeful 
Patterns of an Instrutkive and not unpleafant Con- 
—werfations and (ach Reflections, being of the nature 
of {hort and Occafional Eftays , may afford men 
the orportumitysyof faying the Hanfomeft things they 
hnsw,on feveral Subjelts , withoxt faying any thing 
Ele of them, omfilling above a Sheet, or perhaps 
aSide of Paper at a Time. And the Liberty that 
thes way of introducing Speakers , allows , brings 
with it a Conveniency, which "tis more Eafie for aa 
Intelligent Reader to conjetture at, than ‘bwere. 
Difcreet for the Writer to mention exeprefel i 
| Another Novelty will probably be taken notice 
afin the following Papers, where the fecond and 
fourth Seétions , though by far the longef 1 the 
whole Book, are tatirely taken up 5 the Former only 
by Meditations on Accidents relating to an. Ague 
that once afflitted we, and the Latter by thofe that 
occurr’d to fome Anglers bythe River fide. But 
for this Matter,! prefume,ie will not be difficult ta 
Apologize. Fer having obferved Aden to be incli - 
— mable, either openly to Objet , or at leaft tacrtly to 
—— Safpett, T hat 12 Occafional Meditations, that may 
hold true, whichis (perchance not altogether unde~ 
- fervedly (aid of Epigrams, That iu moft of themthe 
Conceits were not Suggested by the Subjetts , but 
_ Subjetks were Pretended , to which the Conceits 
might be Accommodated , I thought that to mant- 
f ft, that ( at least, fome) Writers of this kind of 
Compofures. need not have recourfe to the fufpetted 
Artifice; the fitteft may T could take was, By put- 
‘ing together what the Accidents of my Ague, and 
a of 


zy Angling Fourny, had fuggested to‘me, to 


to avery pregnant Fancy, to Difcourfe by 
flection upon the feveral Circumstances 
happen to occurr to bis Confideration , 


ditations 3 and the other above twenty. 
AG) That "twas rather Wear ine: S ana Def Gir 
int of Thoughts upon other paffages relating | 
bietts , that kept me fi om increapieg 
ghey of thofe Reflettions, = hx 
for the Similitudes, though fame would make 
e that they will be at least excus'd; and 
ie were perhaps 9 great Vanity, for one that 


Produttions of Art, to think he has 
: pnifding hrmfely with pretty flore 
yartety of Comparifons; yet for all this,d ane not 
ing to quit my Pretenfions to a (hare inthe won 
cits of that common Equity which forbids to 
09 accurate a Likene{s tn the marking of 
rifons, which Orators confe[s ough: 10 be 


fe 
mm 
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hat cis very Peffible for a perfon, that pre * 


ge Subject bould require above fifteen dif-  - 


fly bene converfe with the Works of 


i 


AD tory Preface, | 
and Infift on therr particular Circumftances, 13 of- 
‘teatimes no morethan the Nature of thefe C onspo™ 
fures do's allow, if not require ; and that, on [uch 
occafisnssto firetchibe P arallel as far as st can well 
be made to reach,is but avenfal fault, which many 
Readers are difpos’d not only to Pardon,ybut to Like, 
As ifn {ome Cafes, it far'd with Similitndes as 

with Bows, which though they may be bent fo for- 
cibly as to be thereby broken or [pail’d ; yet by being 
frrain d fomembat more than ordinarily they acquire 

— agreater frength, and enable the Arrow to Pierce 
farther, and to make a {marter Iuspre{fion , than 
elfe it wold. aN : 
The Protas (as Rhetoricians call the firft part 

of a Compari(on) may in fome of the following Re- 
flettions appear to be too much ansplified, and veed- 
le{sly to lengthen the M. editation, But not to urge, 
that foxsctimes the more canfpicuous Ad juntts of the 
Subjelt were fo mean and bairen, thatthere was a 
hind of nece[fityto Exaggerate, or toE xfpatiate upon 
little Circumftances to invite Attention ; The 
Protalis,wherein we difplay and confider the minute 
particularities of the T eme, being the G round-work 

of all the reff, and it being far more cafe to fay Lut- 
bles than Much, with equal pertineacy upon aS nbjett. 
“I thought it not ansifs, to afford unprattis'd Rea- 
ders, the moft affiftance of Examples in {uch Cafes, 
wherein’tis provable they will moft need it e[pecially 

— fince he that has accufions'd himfelf to writeCopion- 
“fly, may eafily Contratt bis Difconrfe when he will,by 
Omitting as many paffages as he pleafes . and’tis 
far more difficult for a Beginner to fupply Barren- 
nels, than retrench Super ae Which are not al- 
ways {ach Faults, bur that f remember [ome great 
Mafters inthe Art of Oratory, have pronoune'd Res 
ae aS et oO 
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- An Introductory Preface. 
mndancy to be agood Sign in aT oung Writer jas ta- 
sing it for a mark. of a frnitfal and exuberant Phan- 
ly, that, in 4°5 Produttions, there 1s fonsthing to be 


oh off Sa that if there fhould be found any Luxuri- 


‘us vee ? effions 1 fome of thofe Thoughts that were 
Gpritten down, when Thad not yet attan'd my 19% 
or 20° yearswhen 1 might be allow'd to write wot al- 


:  sailete imploy,b#t fomtimes to amufe my felfsf way 
pope, that the fame Youth that was my i emptation 


to write them,may prove my excufe for having writ 
. ten then, as it may for leaving them Unexpung’d, 


‘ 


» That as 1 defire to ravite as well young Gentlemen 
- asother Readers,to pen Occafional. M editatiows ; 


So I find that fome of the Readers [ am willing to: 


pleafure, do as little dislike that Lusuriant may of 


writing Now, asi did Then: as Youths aud La-~ 
Take visees better relifh Muft than Wine. | 
TL hyow toe, that there may be found in fome of 
thofe Protafes, divers paffages 5 and particularly 
fome Defersptions (that often make.a great part 0 
hem) whichto fome Readers will not feem Noble 


and Gawdy owe Bus to fuch Perufers 1t may 


be reprefented, that a futadlenels ta the Theme, how 
mean foever it be, may very well, as a piece of De- 


_ corum, be allow’d co aWriter , and in few Cafes 
more than in point of Deferiptions ; and that T hefe 


being but Pittures drawn ( with Words inflead of 


Colours ) for the Imagination, the skilfull will ap- 


prove thofe wzof?, that produce in the mind , not the 
Pineft Ideas, but the Likeft : as.aCritickin Linen 
ing will more prize the Prtture of an old meagre 
Sibillwhere the Wrinkles,andthe fallow skin are 


¢ 


drawn a? tothe Life, than a doxen ordinary 
16 


Pittures of the Spring, (which yet are wont to charue 
Vulgar eyes) though the Yourh{ull face which repre 
ee ae fents 


{ 
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Nea ents that F lorid fe ealon, have as Gawdy C olour sup? 


onthe Cheeks and Lips , as imabellifh the Rofes and 
Lillies; which compofe the Chaplet that adorns th, : 


| ee Nines | i, 
And poffibly there will be found other Readers 
(and thofe' too, skil'd in Rhetorick)) that will accafe 
fome other of our Meditations, as being too Etabo- 
rare, or too Pompous, for the Themes wherennto they 
are accommodated. Buthaving laid by a compe- 
rent number of thofe lately mentioved R eflectionsy 
wherein 1 aim’d chiefly at 1 nviting and affifting Rea- 


ders of meaner Capacity : I confe[s,that vm the Jther 


Meditations, aiming either at my own Divertife- 
ment or the gratifying Another fort of Perfons, 1 al 
fow'd my felf to make choice of {uch applications of 


the objets J confider’d, as 1 thought every body 


would not {0 eafily light on, Andprovided the Rea 


flettions were not ftrain’d, nor too far fetch’d, J. 


| thought it not amaifs they (hould be fomewhat fur- 

priling, that I might, by the way of Handling the 
Subiekks L wasto treat of , ingage an Attention, 
which otherwife I could (carce expeth for fuch un- 


promifing Thenazs. IRnow that if the fudgement : 


of forse fevere Criticks,were as Lnfallible as. them- 
felves think it, the fryle of fonse of the feilowing Ken 
flcttions would feem difproportionate to fuch mean 
and trifling Subjelts, 1 do net, perbaps ignore what 
Rhetoricians are wont to teach of what they call, 
.\ the three differing Charaters of Writing 34 have 
read thofe Difcourfes that-Cornificius: propofes as 
she Patterns of the Sublime, the moderate, and the 
humble may of expreffing ones felf on differing Om 
cafions; avd 1 have been taught, and willingly ac- 
Ruaowledce,that all Themes are nat [e o well capable 
of that Charatter which they call Sublime ; avd that 
ee FS feat _ ; cy . a Accora 


\ 


ording to the Nature and Dignity of the Subjetts 
that one treats of the Manner of handling them ought 
to be varied. Bar if {were much concern d 1” this 
matters 1 might replys that notwithftanding all thiss 
I know,T bat ¢2 "a the Ariifis themfelves do not fa 
perfectly agree abort the defining of thefe matters, 
paddle grand R nle about thefe Characters being 
— gnlyy That the Laws of Decorum (or,as the French 
_ gall it Bien-feance) be not violated, iw the Effi- 
mate of that Decorum, I {ee xo great Reafonto con 
- fine my felfto the Magifterial Dithates ef either 
Autient or Scholafiick, Writers. For, living 1 
this Age, and in his part of theWorld, where we 
gre not liketo have thofe for Readers that dyd be- 
fore we were born, F fee not why one may not judge 
of Decorum by the Examples and Prattices of thofe 
Authors of our own limes and Countries , whofe 
“Writings are generally eftcemed by Judicious 
And certainly, iz the judging of what is Decent 
on particular Occafioxs , we muft as well confider, 
Who itis that is tatroduc’d as the Speaker, as What 
 atishe peaks of, And though it be Yeproper to 
do what thofe have dowe , that have unadvifedly 
made Shepherds and Nymphs difcourfe like Philo-— 
_ fophers or Dottors of Divinity 3 yet when the Writer 
ither {peaks Himfelfjor introduces any whom he rea 
refents as intelligent Perfons; they may be allow'd, 
Vn about things Ordinary and Mean, totalk like 
hemfelves,and employ Excpreffions that are neither 
wean, wor ordivary. As Virgil,in hs admir'd — 
xeorgicks, does in fome paffages where he treats of piceum 
ontempeiblle Infetts,(peak of them in fo noblec> lofty campis Ag- 
firain, That when he mentions Multitudes of Ants,men. 
ne would think he were {peaking of an Army of 
| ; : Hoors, 


: 
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Moors : and when be gives an Account of Bees , 
bis E xpreffions about their Common Wealth would — 
fcarce mis-becon the Majefty of that of Rome.Such — 
— —paffages do, notwithftanding the great difparity 
of Themes , make the Style of bes Georgicks, 4s 
well Noble (if not flritkly Heroick, ) as that of his 
Aineids ; and when he writes of Ants and Flies, be 
does it ina Strain worthy of the fame Pen, that fo 
loftily deferibes the Deftruttion of Troy , and the 
Adventures of that Hero whom he would have to be 
(though not insmediately ) the Founder of Rome. 
~ Lwill not {ay,that fince there is a Mode tn, Lan- 
guage as well asin Cloaths 5 1 fee not why the 
tafhion, that now a-dayes allows ony Gallants to | 
wear fine Laces pon Canvafs and Buckram, 
might not warrant the tricking up of flight fubjeéts, 
with the richer Ornaments of Language : nor will 
I examin whether Aden may not Except againft the 
A nphority of [ome Fe june Writers, that BS upon 
them to prefcribe the Laws of Styles, make fo ma- 
ny of their Precepts Negative , that one may {we 
oct! thems indited not fo much by Skill, as Envy , 
which makes (uch affuming Law-givers mistake 
the Impotence of a Barren F ancy for the Skylfulne[s 
_ of a Criticall Judgment , and (Valuing only the 
Idaas they think they can Reach ) Condensn what- 
ever they defpair to Iaitate. And, fromthofethar 
would be thought to cen{ure the Afoderus , bat out — 
of a Veneration for the Antients , one might me- 
thinks reafonably expett but Light Cenfares for 1m- 
ploying upon occafion , that noble Figure of Rheto- 
riok. call’d Hyperbole ; fince I (hould be loath to 
ule it Often,with wo more Referve than thofe great 
Orators Tally and Wocrates have Sometimes done 
before me.But a juft debate of th: Rules. of B Stimea- 
ah , fe H ae ting 


' 
x 
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would take up [0 much. room as muft 


PAs 
, Maries for this place y where all 1 con- 
ae for by 1 bat though when one treats of Various 
 Subjetts 5 fomewhat Differing Styles are indeed to 
he accommodated tothens;yet this 15 to be fo done as 
fillto preferve a certarn Di guity in Expreffions: 
“So that. a Writer may be fometimes engaged dy his 
| Subjett to ufe a Lofty Style y but without ever be- 
ing obliged to ensploy an Abjett one; though indeed 
in (ome cafes he may be allowed to froop below what 
eis bound to, and forbear Soavingyas well as avoid 
Creeping. Nor am 1, for my own part much concer 
ned to Infifthere onthe Subject 1 juft now dechin'd to 
Debate. For sf I nsif-remember not Cicero himfelf, 
as wellas fome fucceeding Orators, allow 1” divers 
cafes to Shift Charatters , evenin the fame Dif- 
courfe, according tothe differing Particulats that 
happen to fall under confideration: and fome of 
themadd this reafon, That hence there will arife 
variety 5 which is wont to be a welcome thing. 
And to apply this to the *Occafional Reflettions 
that may be concern’din ths Debate , L must de- 
_ fire the Reader to take notice of thefe two things. 
The one, that though the Thing xt felf , which fers 
a mans thoughts a-work, may be but Mean in O- 
ther regards, yet that which the Reflettor pit~ 
ches upon to confider, may be of another Nature ; 
as though the Glo-worm, which afforded me the 
TV” Reflection of the V'" Settion, be but a 
fi mall and contemptible Infett , yet the Light which 
fines in his Tail, and which makes the chief 
| Theme of the Meditation, isa noble and. heaven- 
ly Quality, and might bave jastified the having 
many things faid of it , for which the Sublime. 
Charatter would have been the moft proper. The 
ce cae other 


/ 


as 
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ther particular I meant to point at ,1s 5 That’ 
oftentimes, whex the Protalis, or former part of 
a Refletion, is {pent upon confidering fome mean 
and Trivial fubjett.the Apodofis , or Reddition, 
contains {uch an Application of what one was ta- 
king notice of inthe Subject , that the thing Poist- 
edat, maybe fome important Moral Infiruti:- 
on, ar perhaps fome Theological Myftery ; and — 
confequently may Require and fuftifie, Another then 
the former humble Style,and admit all the Quick- 
nef s af Expreffion aud the richeft Ornaments , 
that belong to thofe two higher Charatters which © 
Rhetoricians call the Subtil, and the Maguili- 
cent. But if I fhould now and then deviate from 
Bonds, which, not being Con{picuous, “tis difficult 
Never to fwerve from; f have this Peculiar Apo- 
logy to make for [uch Aberrations; That writing 
. for the mast part of Themes wholly New, and an- 
| treated of byothers, I must needs want the affi- 
fiance of Examples to Regulate or Authorize my 
Expreffions :. about which I need ‘not yet be very 
Sollicitous, if I may truft a Learned and ap- 
plauded Writer ( whofe cenfure I defir'd ) that ts 
2 rs able to judge skilfully, and wont to judge 
reely. , ) | 

. Thele things Ihave the more carefully \nfifted 
on, becanfe I would not have thofe Ingenious 
_ Perfons, that may chance to caf? their Eyes onthefe 
Papers, to be tempted by any imperfections of 
mine, to think, otherwife of Occafional Adedita- 
tons, thax that thogh there be fome, yet there are. 
not very Many, of their Themes (o Low and Con- 
temptible, but they are capable of affording Re- 
flettions of Another mature to Them , that are 
dexterous inmaking Application of things. as 


‘very material by what Pens the Subjett is 


hes and Extraordinary perfons,in E stima- 
- ting what they are like ta perform , mf? not only 
confider the anpromi fing Nature of their Snbjei, 
but the Attivity of their qwn Fancy, andthe Prege 
nancy of their own Wit, For though the Starrs 
cannot, the Luminaries can, cloaththe light and 
8 wandring vaponrs of the Ayr, with the colour of 
Gold, and of Rofes; © And the Sun,by his piercing 
ostndeneg: Beams,cannot only make Diamonde 
_— fparkle, and Rabies flanse bir by his attion upon an 

_ obfcure Cloud can make even That exhi bite all thofe 
Glorious and charming Colours , for which we ad- 
mare the Rain-Bow. ( 


Aad, thar the following Papers may prove to 
Such Perfons the leffer Tensptations to undervalue 
and mis-judge of this kind of Compofures ; I am 
 farft to advertife the Reader, that they are capable of 
{0 much greater V ariety,than the following Treatife 
prefents, that befides the vaff multitudes of particu 
lars unmentioned init,that may be added under thofe 
_ Headstombich the Hs i editations are referr d, 


| there are[everal diftint forts or kinds of Occafio- 
wal Thoughts ( {uch as thofe thar. are Made npon 
“Textsof Scripture, or Relate to lefs familiar points 
of : ty, or other Learning, ox contain Hifte- 
tical A dications, oc.) upon which I have, out | 
Of baft . and other Reafons , purpefely forborn 


: tto write, yet Jro publith Keflethyns. 
y _ be BE 


* hes) 
Bern «¢ 
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And inthe next place,t muft here frankly acknow- 
Ledge, that many of the enfuing Reflections are fo far 
frons being the Beft, that ev'ano better a Pen. than 
“Mine could make, that they are much Inferior to 
divers that I have already Afadexthough( for allow - 
able Confiderations ) 1 have forbornto Publifh them. 
And l ngnft confefs, that Iam more beholden to 
~ my Occafional Reflettions, thanthey are tome. vr, . 
whereas they have furmfh’d me with Divers of the 
Thoughts, which have been the favourablyeft en- 
sertain'd bythe Readers of my other Books of De- 
votion, I did mach impoveri{p thefe Papers , that 
profeffedly contain my Occafional Refletizons , ‘by 
not only leaving; bar taking ome of them feveral 
» __ thingswhich were the moft likely to have recom- 
mended thenarthat | might accommodate other Wri~ 
tings, for which I hada greater Kindne{s or Con- 
cern, | 
As for the Difcourfe of Occafionall Refleétions, 
all that I fhall [ay of it, 15, That confidering how 
early I attempted that Sub jeth, and that I was fain 
to repar,as well as} could,the unfeafonable Mifs of 
divers ‘Papers belonging ta it, when difpatch’d st 
tothe Prefs sconfidering thefethings (I fay) 1 dif 
pair not but that it will be thonght, that 1 have uot 
faid nothing in favour of a Subject that hitherto had 
bailne fotittle (ard to recommend ity That evn the Elo- 
latter part 740M Bi fhop Hall, * mployrng bat {ome Linesy vot 
of his Pro- Pages, upon the Praife and Utility of ity ( which be 
eme, mentions but in very Generall. Tearms ) left me to 
whereof find ont, by my own Thoughts and Experience , the 
hap various Confiderations,by which I have endeavoured 
te ons to Difplay the Ufefulnefs of the way of thinking / 
Page ofthis would invite t0. which I have further manifefted , 
Preface. by applyingto that Seope, divers paffages of Scrap- 
ture 


i 


Se ® ALL SEE 
(which the Reader muft therefore not wonder, ‘ 
do not now mect with) as Texts, that either by 
oF Example, or upon other Accomnts >. belo 
what I have written about the Aterhod of making 
ional Re flettions. ie | 
is true, the Difcourfe may feem fomewhat In- 
pleat, becaufe of the Omsiffion of this Way ( that 
re than once mentioned init. | 
ut though the loofe Papers, wherein that Me- 
9d, and divers Examples of it, are fet down, were 
ing by me, when I tack’d up thofe that now come 
abroad ; yet my Occafions eafily prevail’d wih me to 
continue tofuppre{s them. For though f did not 
uch{eruple to comply with my haft, and Avoca 
pions, by forbearing to {well a Book, whofe Bulk al- 
ly much exceeded my Tntextion ; becaufe,that, as 
Papers that now appear, were extorted from me; 
I confels, that l was not fond of expofing thofe 
at 1 had an expedient to keep back, but that {think 
y fit to obferve, firft,whether the Reception that 
ollowing Meditations will find, will make me 
hers thivksit worth while , t9 have the ways 
d, that \was wont v0 ufe in making 


| almmoft forgot to intimate, 7 hat fome urgent 
tions having obliged me to fend the following 
‘eatife to the Pref{s without reading it over my 
3 4 now find that my haft will make me need an 
agy tothofe Readers, that expett to have the 
id Phraifes of Scripture printed in adif- 
ng Letter , and quoted in the Margents 
wa Baoks of Poftive, or of Controverfial 


SO q 
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That the Number does better fhew the Authors 


Memory than his judgment yetin Books of Devon 


tion, Lane not much averfe from complying with 


‘the generality of Readers, who expect to besin~> 
form'd by the Margent , where they may find thofe — 
Stories, and Expreffions, whichtheir being bor- 


row a from an in{pir'd Book, , make more Opera ~ 
rive and Emphatical. But I muft onthis Occa-— 
‘fion further intimate, Tha as to thofe Citasions -of 


Pafsages of Scrpture wherein I may feeme to have — 


mif-recited the VV ords ofthe Text; though as to 


forse of them. that were fet down when I had not 2 
Bible or Concordance at hand, my Memory may 
have deceiv’d me as to thé words ( which 1s x0 


msorethaw has often happend to the Fathers them-~ 
felves inthe like cafe, andis avenial fault 5 where 
Dogmatical or P olemical Divinity are not con- 
cerned) yet oftentimes my variations from the Exg- 
«Life Ver fiony were made on parpofe. For having had 
the Curtofity to.ger my felf inftrucied , as well by 
Fews as Chriftians, inthe Eaftern Tongues ( efpe- 
ciallythe Ekebrew) 1 thought I need not firiitly 
confine my {elf tothe words of ovr Tranflators, when 
ever I could render the meaning of a Text in’ fuch 
tearms as to me feemsed proper or expreffive, or with- 
out injuring the fence of the Hebrew or -the 
Greek, , conld better atcommodate my prefene pur- 
— pofe. adi ph tah) FOALS aoe 
Now whereas fome may think, that ia this Pre- 
face L employ Excufes that feem (fome of them) not 
to agree with one another . } defire st may be confide- 
red, That the Meditations theyrelate to, bermg not 
only written upon differing Subjects, but (which +s 
more) defigned for very differing ufes ( [ome of thofe 
Difcourfes being tutended to iavute the more wn- 


- skilfuls 


he rage the nore Defpondent fort 
adore «200, Others, t0 entert ain Profictents) 
nt Req fice that I hauld by wery Differing sf 
Ve wads cemingly Kepugnant ) Conhderations 


acount of fach differing VV ays of writing 


. as fuch diftant Subjects, and wy Scope, 
. at if it fhould fare with we Now as it 
done on ether Occafons » 9” which. my 


friends have accus'd me, of fr ang more Objetii- 
Woo: againff my {elf than were ae crmards made 
against me by my Readers ? Ldare got fayit is im- 
“polfible bur thar this may prove the cafe, Bur 
Bie dele, Wall vt yr tiok ry el ca heve Alo 
| “get ber mifed my aim in what i bave hither. . 
to “repréfented. Por l have Mentioned the mare 

| particular s 5 and Difcourfed the more largely of 
Ce, them > that if they prove wot needful Apologies 
for my Refletiions , they may prove ufelul Con(,- 

| derations for thofe whom I would rauite 10 exere 
Gif their Pens infome fuch way of Writing : Di- 
ce vers of whow will prepably be tncouraged to ven. 
ture upon making fach compofures, Wher, they find 
Excufes for divers of thofe thing s that are the 

_ moft Likely tobe thought to Blemifh [uch E ffays, ( or 
 Arhearten Beginners from attempting them ) to be 
— difawn up already to their Flands. Bat as for my 
: own particular, if L could make none of the A po= 
gies. now infifted on, for the InaperfeBtions 1mapa . 
le to this Treatife ; yer I foould net- be defti- 
ed of a ‘very just Excufe for the Publication 
f oe: Devout Perfons , that had more. 
Par iallity for thefe Writings, and le{s Tendernefs 
fk my Reputation, thant could have wilhed » hae 
Ving long follicseed the Publicatiay ef thofe they bad 
ie: it! ae bi | ba 
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ys their Hands,were at length {o Refolved to effect rt, 
thar, infpight of the promifes I at length made. 
them to comply with thew defires , when fome o- 
ther Writings 1 was then about, fhowldbe Difpatch- 
edel was fain to make ufe of aLegal Artifice to hin- 
der for awhile at theS rationers all the Publication 
of divers Papers that! had not fo muchas read over. 
But I confefs 1 take notice of thefe paf- 
fages , rather to excufe thife imperfections, which 
Haft may have Occafionrd in thefe smmatue Pro- 
duétions, th nto Apologize for writing on Such 
a Subject. For fo many Advantages that may accrue 
‘10 a Devout and ckilfull P erfon, by affiduoufly ma- 
king of Occafioral Meditations, have been difplatd 
inthe Difcourfe that ts premifed io thofe that fal- 
low, that I bope the former Part of this Book, will 
fufficiently Apologize, for my having written the 
Later: Efpectally if to the Other particulars propos’d 
in the newly nam'd Difcowfe,as things fit ro Recom~ 
mend that kind of Thoughts, here be allow'd to add, 
That a mans Devotion may not alone be cherifh'd 
by Occafional Meditations upon the Account of thofe 
which every private Chriftian makes for Him(elfs 
but by the help alfo of thofe which he finds made 
By others, or intends for them. For not only whil ff 
) sous Reflettions are making, they are proper to Ln- 
Would we Strut the Mind, and warm the Affettions, but the 
. eu? Objeéts upon which (ach Meditations have been 
fori Nei. “ade already, either by our felves or others , do. Ree 
ons toge. U#VE the Memory of th?fe good Thoughts, that were 
ther Man- [uggefted by them. Sothat when Diligence and Pro- 
kind would ficiency in the Praskice of oar Meleteticks , foall 
be too rich. have fuppiy’d us with Relisious and hanfome Re- 


Bp. l ; o 
a his oa flettions , upon the molt Obvioas VV orks of Nature, 


gmc. and the moft F amiliar Occurrences of buntane Life; 
- : Devout 
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Devout per(ons will have the advantage to live al- 
oy aif 3 aie either with Lnfirutlours re. 
 membrancers. And when they want Skill,or are ine 
-. difpos'd to extratt Spiritual. things our of Earthly 
ones they maywithout racking theirlaventiongbe fur- 
— pifbed mith good | coe heraiahe maanyObelts by their 
Memory. For, (asd elfwhere more fully declare,) 
shofe Truths and Notions that are dreff d up in 
¢ Similitudes , pertinently appli'd , are wont te 
make durable Impreffions on that Faculty , info- 
much that though I ans far from Pretending any 
of the Reflettions to be met with in the fohowing 
Treatife, to be of that Nature; yet fuch as they 
are, divers Confiderable perfons of diff ering Ages 
and Sexes, have beenpleas'd to fay ( which @ an 
Advantage may vichly recompence more trouble 
than thofe Writings coft me) i bat they {carce e- 
ver feefuch or {uch particular Things on which £ 
have written Refletlions , without remembring 
both thofe Thoughts, andtheir Author, Sothar | 
They who have fo eafily attainacle Things , as" 
Happier Pens than Mine,in fetting down Occafio- 
nal Meditation , may have the Satisfattion of 
making almoft the whole World a great * Con- * § 0 the 
_ Clave Mnemonicum, axd a well furnifbed Promps calla cer. 
tuary , for the fervice of Piety and Vertue, and tainRoom 
way almoft under every Creature and Occurrence Asticially 
lay aw Ambulcade againf? Sinand (dlene{s, — *rnithd 
; Nor “B this I ndirettway of instructing nen nla - peas 
a, al for at briftian, or Unworthy of him. For in the other Uma. 
Spiritual Warfar , where our Ad verfary 15 the old ges of 
Serpent > Stratasemsare as Lawful as Exprdsent, things, 


ana he that gets the vittory , whether or no he whereby t 
i ‘help the 


Memory, 


Wins Repmtation by the Manner, is Sure to obtain 
‘(a greater Recompence) Glory, by the Succefs.’ A 
- iN Bae J eacher 
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Teacher is notoblig’d to imitate Alexander, who 
pon a Difputable Panttitioof Gallantry that was 
neither Wife, nor Charitable , refus’d to teal a 
Vidiory. For the Proper Nathan fcrupled not 
to Deceive David,that he might Reclaim hims and 
. furprize him intoa Confeffion of the Criminoufuels 
of bis fanlt. Aud the Apoftles being tearmed by 
their Mafter, E.fhers of Meh, were warranted to 
make ufe of Baits as well as Hooks, and Nets. 
And. our Saviour hinsfelf, by the Parable of the 
Wicked Husbandman that ufurp'd the Vines, 
drew the Phar fees to an Acknowledgment 5 which 
they farted fron: as foon as. they percerved. what they 
bad done. And the fame\Druine Teacher y did°fo 
frequently imploy F ittions toteach Truths, that to 
coxdemn Figurative and [ndirett ways of conveying 
eu'n Serious. and Sacred matters ,18 to forget How 
often Christ bimfelf made ufe of Parables: And 
L amthe lefsirouvled to fee fome ‘ houghts of maine, 
» which.though uxpoli(d , have an naturaltendency — 
: .t0 Laveagle mea (1f I may fo [peak,) into Prety 
and Vertue, thruft abroad into the World; Not 
only becanfe £ [ce na reafonto Defparr,that ev'nas 
tothe moft. Oiuoxious of thefe. Meditations, the 
Examples they afford may make them ufefuly wher 
the Things they contain, do not make them Coa- 
fiderable and Equitable,Readers will rather pitty, 
than Adware 10 find, that.au Author do's wot Soar - 
_whilft he is Clogg’d or Deprefs'd by the Afeanne|s 
of bis Subjeck ; but becaufe (ome Expertence feems 
to promufe , that their Novelty and Variety, wll 
_ procure the Book.im general, a favourable En- 
tertainment 3 Aud, indeed sf 1 had written 1m 
anoore ufual or a more folemn way, 1 fhould. per- 
"chance have had no Readers bur Divines, or Hu- 
Mga es yee | mani fts, 
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anifts, or Devent Perfons, or Defpifers of the 
th os (ina word) the Afafters, o Lovers of 
that one kind of Learning, towbich my Sub eck did 
i belong - But treating as 1 do, of Whatever chanc'd 
” ocome in my way and confequently of many very Dif- 
fering, and Unulual things, Curiofity will probably 
invite both the Learned andthe Devout . borh Gen- 
tlemen, and Ladyes. and, in a word , Lequifitsve 
_ Perfons of feveral K wads Conditions, te caft their 
Eyes upon thefe Reflections ; which,by their V, ariety 
and Shortuefs,will bave this aavautage,towards the 
‘making them entertain’d with Patience, that [earce 
any of thems will grve bina that perufes them, above 
a half a quarter of anhours Exercife of tt. | 
And as T thought it not any Fault to have a Re- 
gard to what was like to Pleafe a good part of the 
| Readers] wrote for, (thoughit would not elfe per- 
haps have pleas’d me, any more than it will the n- 
eer palats of the Criticks 3)So if thefe Trifles chance 
 tomect with half fo kind a Reception fromthe Pube 
tick, as they have had from Particular Perfons yf 
_— feall not, perhaps, want the Confolation, which may 
be deriv’ d from the Fudgment of a great Mafter of 
Wit, who ferupled nor to affirm, That he had rather 
bis Entertainments (hould pleafethe Guefts,than the ~ 
Cooks. Though they that would compleat the Good 
Fortune of thefePapers may do it more effectually, by 
— Additting themfelves, as conftder able Perfons have 
been late induc*d to do )to Write Occafional Re fte- 
Lions (how excellent foever they may prove) than by 
bern ‘ Kind to Thefe: fince havi ug written then, yor 
10 get Reputation, butCompany,l cannot bur bem lf- 
+g to travel wlone: and had rather be Out-gone, 
_ than not at all follow’d , and S arpals'd , than not 
FS esitated, 


4 if $ 


OCCA- 


a An Advertifement touch—_ 
ing the IV, Settion, 


| ff Reader that 15 not unattenttve, may ¢a~ 
fo A fily colle from what he will meet vith 
: in {ome of the enfurng Difcourfes, That 
_. they were written {everal years ago, under an. 
 Ufur, ing Government, that then prevatl’d, And 
this may keep 1t from appearing Strange , That - 
in Papers,wiich containfome things not Likely 
1 to be Reltfh’d by thofe that were then in Power, 
the Author fhouid take occafion to [peak of hin- 
Self as of Another perfor, as well to avoid the 
being Sufpetied by them , in cafe bis Papers 
fhould come txto any of thetr hans, as to comply 
with the Defign be thenhad 5 That if thefe Dif- 
courfes fhould happen tote made publick , the 
Reader might be left to ghefs, whether or no ba 
were entertain’d with a FriGtenor atrue Narra- 
_ teve, Aud though a Change of Circum|fances,has 
— eccafion'd the Publication of thef> Papers,which 
foould have come forth L ythemfeives( tf at all) 
in {uch & way as will make moft Readers lock up- 
anthem as containing a Story purely Romantick: 


5S KARE AAAS 


Yet they may have 12 them much lef of Fidtion, 
thanSuch mill(tis like) Imagine.F or being real- 
ly a great Lover of Aagling and frequently di- 
yerting my [elf at that {port, fometsmes alone, 
and fometimes tn Company; the Accidents of 
that Recreation, were the. true Themes,.on 
which the followiug Difcourfes were not theOnly 
Meditations I hadmade. Nor is the’ Inttma- 
tion given at the end of this (4%) Sefton, of 
afurther Continuation of fuch Difcourfes , an 
Artifice or {bift, to Steal aay from aC onver[a~ 
tion [was unable to Continue, without feeming 
todofo; there being 1n veadine{s divers Re- 

- fleBions relating to our Anglers which had fur- 
nil’d Eufebius and bis Friends with Difcour- 
fes for the Afternoon, if I bad judg'd, that to 
invite an Addition to fo Proltix an Account as 
Thad given of them already, nothing could be 

requifite but a Supply of Thoughts. 


Touching 


Occafional Meditations. 
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Bl fces Productions begin to be known. 
by the name of Occafional 
lewrasses Meditations , is , if rightly 
Cie, .. practis’d, fo advantageous, and 
fo delightful, that “tis Pity, the greatelt: 
Part, evn of ferjous and devout Perfons, - 
ET ae B  thould 


fatter fhould offer fomething by way. o: 


fhould be fo unacquainted with it : And 
therefore, Dear Sifter, your Defire to bring 
this way of Meditation into Requeft,. with 
fome of our Friends, is that) which] can- 
not difapprove. But 1am fo far from ha- 
ying the Vanity to think, that the Trifles of 
chis kind, your Commands make me trouble 
you with, would ‘recommend Occafional 
Reflections to thofe, whofe Eyes they were 
not meant for, that I chink my {elf oblig’d 
to premife fomething touching the Ufeful- 
nefs of this way of Meditating, left the 
carelefs and unpolith’d Inftances you will 
I fear meet withyamong thofe Lnow prefent 
you, fhould difparage and bring a’ Prejudice 
upon Compofures of this kind in general 5 
Wherefore, judging it requifite, to premife 
fomething touching this way of thinking, 
I thall-forth-with- apply. my- felf to tha 
Task : And I fhould judge ita very natural 
Diftribution to divide the following Dif- 
courfe into two parts , the firft of which 
fhould contain fome Invitations to the Cul- 
‘tivating this fort of Meditations 5 and the 


@ 


Method, towards the berrer framing of 
them: Bur left I fhould at this time be 
hinder’d from‘ treating of each of them 
diftin@ly, I will at prefent omit that Di- 
| | a vilion, 


* } 


i 3) | a: - 
vifion, and indeavour in recompence fo to 
deliver the Motives I am to propofe, that 
the firft part of the Difcourfe may not 
appear maim’d, though it be unattended by 
fe fecond » and yet the Particulars that 
might compofe the fecond, may (if ir 
prove convenient to mention them at this 
time ) be commodioufly enough inferted 
in opportune places of the firlt. 
a Of Inducements to this Exercife, I might 
_ perhaps name many , but for order’s fake, 
I fhall comprize them inthe enfuing five ; 
the firlt whereof will take up the prefent 
SeGtion , and the remaining four, as many 
- others. - | | 
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A Nd firft, the way of Meditating, I 
¥% would recommend, conduces to keep 
the Soul from Idlenefs, and Employments 
worle than Idlenefs ,; for while a’ Man’s 
thoughts are bufi’d about the prefent fub- 
jects. of his RefleGtions, our Ghoftly Ad- 
verfary is difcourag’d to atrempr that Soul, 
which he fees already taken up, with fome- 
_ thing thar is ar leaft innocent, if not good. 
Tf Thad hot elfewhere difplay’d the Evil 
ae B 2 a 


and 


and Danger of Idlenefs, and reprefented it 
s a thing, which, though we fhould admit 
not to be in it felf a iim, yet may eafily 
prove a greater mifchiet than a very great 
one, by at once tempting the Tempter to 
tempt us, and expofing the empty Soul, 
like an uninhabited place, to the next Paffion 
or Temptation that takes the opportunity 
to feize upon it: If (I fay) I had not 
elfewhere difcours’d at large againlt Idle- 
ne{s, I mighr here reprefent ‘it as fo formi- 
dable an Enemy, that ir would appeat alone 
4 fafficient Motive to welcome our way of 
Meditation ; That zt Cani{bes Idlenefs. He 
- that is vers’d in making Reflections upon 
- whar occurs tohim; Hethat (confequent- 
‘ly) hasthe works of Nature, and the adti- 
‘onsof Men, and almoft every Cafualty that 
falls under his Notice, to fer his Thoughts 
on work, hall fcarce want Themes.to em- 
ploy them on : And he that can (as it 
were ) make the World vocal, by furnifh- 
ing every Creature, and almoft every occut- 
rence, with a Tongue to entertain him 
with , and can make the little Accidents of 
his Life, andthe very Flowers of his Gar- 
den, read him Le@ures of Ethicks or Di- 
vinity ; fuch a one, I fay, thall fcarce need 
t6 flyto the Tavern, or a worle. place, to 


ger 


im ae 


~ 
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‘pet 4 Drawer, ot a Gamefter ( perhaps no 
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Better qualifi’d ) to help him to get rid of 


his time, fuch.a one will rather pity, than 
purfe thofe, who-think it their Priviledse 
to {pend their whole Life in Diverfions 
from the main Butinefs of it ; and out of 
an unskilful, and ill govern’d felf-love, are 
come to that pafs, thar they cannot enduré 
to be with themfelves. Sucha one will not 
need to frequent the company of thofe 
Gametters, that are fure to lofe thar, which 
all their winnings will never be able to buy, 
‘or to redeem, and expofe themfelves coldly 
to as many Cafualties, as ev’n War could 
threaten ; and voluntarily tempe thofe Paf- 
fions, it is the Task of Wifdome to de. 
cline, anda Virtue to fupprefs ; lofing no- 
thing but their time, without lofing their 
Patience too, and commonly a great part 
of that Reverence and Submiffion they ome 
tolim, of whom the Scripture tells us, thar 


ev'n of Lots themfelvew, the whole difpofal ts } 


bw. Nor will he need, for want of know- 
ing what todo when he is alone, to make 
it his almoft daily Employment, to make 
Ampertinent Vifits, td unfanctify’d Com- 
panies, where fometimes he may. lofe his 
_ good Name, often his Innocence, oftner his 
_ Leal, and awayshis Time, © ~ «3 
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aye: : 

And, as the Exercife, 1 would perfwade, 
will help to keep us from Idfenefs, fo will 
it, to preferve us from harbouring: evil 
Thoughts, which there is no fuch way to 
keep out of the Soul, as to keep her taken 

up with ood ones ; as Husbandmen, to 
rid a piece of rank Land of Weeds, do 
often find itas effeQual a Courfe to fow tt 
with good Seed, as tocut them down, or 
burnthemup. And indeed, the Thoughts 
of many a Perfon, are oftentimes fo active, 
and reftle(s, that fomerhing or other they — 
mult, and will perpetually be doing; and 
like unruly Souldiers, if you have nota care 
to employ them well, they will employ 
themfelves ill. 

Wherefore, when a Man hath once ren- 
dred this way of Thinking, familiar, fome- 
times the fubjeGt of his Meditation will lead 
him to. Thoughts, and excite AffeGtions, 
full of Serenity, and Joy, like thofe fair 
Mornings, where the cloudlefs Beams, and 
cherifhing: warmth of the Sun, inviting the 
Lark to afpire towards Heaven, make her 
at once mount, and fing ; and when the 
Mind is rais’d to fuch'awelcome and ele- 
vated ftate, to liften to an ordinary Temp-. 
tation, a Man mutt forgo his Pleafure, as 
well as violate his Duty , and in the diffe- 

: ; rence 
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nce betwixt the 
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Imployment that bufies 
and that whereto he is follicited to 
he will eafily difcern, that his Inno- 
“ill not be the onely thine that he 


would lofe by fo difadvantageous a Change, 
And fometimes too, whether or no the Im- 
sloyment that bufies his Thoughts, happen 
to be fodelightful, it will however appear 
to be fo confiderable, that ir will feafonably 


furnith him with that excellent Anfwer of . 
Nehemiah, tothofe that would have diver- 
ted him from building of the Temple, to 


come toa Treaty with them, / am dotag 
great Work, (and fuch indeed is the fervin 


a 
ei Neh:miah 
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God, and the improving the Mind, whe- 
ther we confider its Importance, or its 
Difficulty ) fothat ! cannot come downs why 
Should the work ceafe, whilff I leave it, and 
come down to yot 2 \Which lait Expre tion 
fuits very well with the prefent cafe, fince, 


when a pious Soul is once got upon th 


ec 


wing of Contemplation, fhe mutt defcend 
_and ftoop to exchance her converfe with 
Heavenly objects, “for one with Earthly 
vanities, and much more mult the debafe 
and degrade her felf, if the things the is 
tempted to, be Lu‘ts, which the will thence 
clearly difcern, to be as Low as the Hell 


they belongs to, and deferve, 


Bg! And 


Ome 
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“And as thefe Objéas will afford Em- 


ployment enough to our Refleétot, fo' will 
the wholfome InftruGions they will fuggeft, 
jricline him to fhun thofe ways of wattin 


' his time, which gi) enable him €afily to 


avoid: For Lhave obferv’d this Difference, 
betwixt Ghoftly dangers,and ordinary ones, 
that; whereas’ in Military hazards, thofe 
‘thar are the moft forward to thruft them- 
{elves into dangers, are commonly the beft 


* ableto furmount them; they on the con- 


Matth. 20. 
&. 


trary, are wont to be the moft fearful of 
‘Temptations, that are the moft refolv’d, 
and belt qualif’d to refiftthem. 


CHA Po ATT, 

“Or willthe Meleteticks (or way, and 

| kind of Meditation ) I would per- 
fwade, keep Men alone from fuch grofs and 
notorious Idlenefs, that they pate ask’d 
the Queftion, propos’d by the Houfholder 
in the Gofpel , why'fit ye here all the Day 
idle 2 But this way of Thinking, may in 
part keep Men from the lofs of fuch fmaller 
parcels of Time’, as though’a meer Moral- 
lif would not perhaps cenfure the neglect 
of them in others", yet a Devout perfon 
i nie . would 


- 
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would condemn it in himfelf : For betwixt 


the more ftated Employments, and impor- 
tant Occurrences of humane Life, there 


" ufually happen to be interpos’d certain In- 


rervals ot Time, which, though they are 
wont to be neglected, as being fingly, or 
within the Compafs of one day inconfide- 


rable, yet ina Man’s whole Life, they may 


amount to no contemptible Portion of ir. 
Now thefe uncertain Parenthefes, (if I . 
may fo call them ) or Interludes, that hap- 
pen to come between the more folemn 
Paflages (wherher Bufinefles, or Rectea- 
tions ) of humane Life, are wont to be loft 


_ by moft Men, for want of a Value for them, 


and ev’ by good Men, ‘for want of Skill 


‘topreferve them: For though they ‘do not 
_ properly defpife them, yer they negle&, or 


lofe them, for want of knowing how to ref- 


- cue them, or what to do with them. But 


as though grains of Sand and Afheg be a 
part, bur of a defpicable {mallnefs, and 
very eafie, and liable to be fcatrer’d, and 
blown away ; yetthe skilful Artificer, by a 
vehement Fire, Lrings Numbers of thefe to 


afford him that noble fubftance, Glafs, by 


whofe help we may both fee our felves, 
and out Blemithes, lively reprefented, (as 
in Looking-glaffes } ard difcern Celeftial 

‘A SORICetS, 
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objets, (as with Telefcopes) and with 
the Sun-beams, kindle difpos’d Marerials , 
(as with Buriing-glaifes ) So waen thefe 
little Fragments,or Parcels of Time, which, 
if not carefully look’d to, would be diih- 
pated, and lo!t, come to be manag’d bya | 
skilful Contemplator, and to be improv’d 
by the Celeftial fire of Devotion, they may 
be fo order’d, as to afford us both Looking- 
glaifes, to drefs our Souls by, and Perfpe- 
étives to difcover Heavenly wonders, and 
Incentives to inflame our hearts with Cha- 
rity and Zeal; And fince Gold-fmiths and 
Refiners are wont all the year long carefully 
to fave the very fweepings of their Shops, ~ 
becaufe they may contain in them fome Fi- 
lings, or Dutt of thofe richer Metals, Gold 
and Silver ; 1 {ee not why a Chriftian may 
not be as careful, not to lofe the Fragments 
and leffer Intervals of a thing incomparably 
more precious than any Metal, Time; ef- 
ecially, when the Improvement of them, 
ie our Meleteticks, may not onely redeem 
. {o many Portions of our Life, but turn them 
to pious Ufes, and particularly to the great 
Advantage of Devotion. 

And indeed, the Affairs and Cuftoms of 
the World, the Imployments of our: par- 
ticular Callings, the allowable Recreations, 

| that 


‘ Cee Kt) 
at Health ot Wearinefs requires 5 and 
Multitude of unfore-feen, and fcarce 
cations, that are wont to fhare 
among them, leave us fo little of 
in the fet and folemn Exercifes 
and make thofe fo unfrequent, 
arts are in great Danger, of 
Bufinefs, and Pleafures, and 
World, if nor perverted from 
at leatt too long diverted from 
~ Communion with God, and 


kept too much Strangers to Him, if in the 
Yene Intervals of our more folemn Exer- 
“cifes of Devotion, we be not careful to lay 
‘hold onthe thort, and tranfient Opportu- ’ 
“nities of Cherifhing, and reviving, that 
Grace inus, and do not by the Rifes given 
us by the Things that occur, take occafion 
“to make frequent, though but fhort Flights 
" Heaven-wards, in extemporary Reflections, 
“ferious Soliloquies, piercing Ejaculations, 
and other mental, either Exercifes, or Ex- 
" pteffions of Devotion, by which means, | 
vy > may make thofe very objects, and occa- 
fions, that would Difcourage, or at leatt 
iftract, our Minds, elevate and animate 
As Fowathan made thofe very things, 
teby his Enemies,the Philiftims, fought 
Pp; Ordeftroy him , Incouragements 
fale. ; 3 } to 


C 
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to fight with them, and Omens of his Vi- 
Gtory over them. “And as fcarce any Time 
is {o fhort, but’ that things fo Agile, ‘and af- 
{piring as the Flames of a Devout Soul, 
may take a flight to Heaven, ( as Nehemiah 
could find time.to dart up a fuccefsful Prayer 
to the Throne of Grace, whilft he ftood 
waiting behind the King of Perfia’s Chair) fo 
by thefe extemporary Reflections, as well as 
by other mental Adis of Piety duely made, 
a Devout Soul may not onely refcue thefe 


precious Fragments of Time, but procure 
Eternity with them. © 
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CHAP. I. 
A Second Inducement to the PraGice 


of making Occafional Meditations, 
_ > is, that for an Exercife of Devotion, | 
‘tis very delightful, and that upon fundry 
feecounts,, : 
For firlt , Variety is a thing fo pleafing 
to humane Nature, that there are many 
~ things, which ir, either alone, or chiefly, 
recommends to us, and ’tis rarely feen, that 
we love the fame things very much, and 
very long ; and of things that elfe would 
yl equally good, we ufually think that 
the etter, which happens to be another. 
Now, a Perfon addiéted to make Occafional 
Meditations, may be fuppli'd with Sub- 
jets, whofe Variety is {carce imaginable : 
_ Forthe works of Nature, and of It, ‘are 
hot the onely ObjeGs that. often prefent 
themfelves to our'Reflegtor’s pontine ; 
> | The 


‘ : "CTE ) : 
The Revolutions of Governments, the Fates 
of Kingdoms, the Rife and Ruine of Fa- 
vourites ; and on the other fide, the moft 
flight and trivial Occurrences : And in 
(hort, all that he fees happen from the high- 
eft Tranfactions, to the flighteft Circum- 
ftances, incident to humane affairs, may 
afford matter of Contemplation to a Per- 
fon difpos’d to it. The mind of Man ts fo 
comprehenfive, and fo adtive a faculty, that 
it can force its paflage into thofe imaginary 
fpaces, that. are beyond the ourermoft ‘part 
of the outermoft Heaven, and can in amo- 
ment return back, to confider the {malleft 
Circumftances of the meaneft- of humane 
affairs; fo that the thinking faculty, being 
equally fit, and difpos’d to refle& upon the 
works of God, and the actions of Men, 
how unlikely is it, that it fhould want Va- 
riety ‘of Subjects to be imploy’d on, whilft 
the whole World makes bur a part of its 
Objea: And the feveral Productions of 
Nature, and Art, of the Providence of God, 
and the Will of Man, may be fo many 
ways confider’d, and fo varioufly compoun- — 
ded, that they may well be fuppos’d ca- 
pable of affording Occafion$. to Notions, 
~ and Reflections, far more numberlefs chan 
themfelves ; fo that the moft vigorous, and _ 
the moft adtive Soul, is in lefS danger of 
wanting 
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yanting freth Game, than Thoughts to 
~ purfue fuch endlefs Variety of it. 
 — Befides, whereas Men are wonr, for the 
mioft part, when they weuld Study hard, to 
repair to their Librarics, or to Stationers 
Shops ; the Occafional Refle@or has his 
Library always. with him, and his Books 
lying always open tefore him, and’ the 
World it felf, andthe A@tors of the Men 
that live in it; and an almeft infinite Varicty 
of other Occurrences being: capable of 
_ proving Objcas' of his Contemplation ; 
ke can turn hisFyes no whither, where he 
may not perceive fomewhat or other to 
fugeeft hima RefleGion. =~ 
Bur, that which may much indear firch 
_ Meditations, is, their fuprizing ev’n him, 
whofe Thoughts they are: For one of the 
chief accounts, upon which Wit it felf is 
delightful, is, in very many’ cafes, the un- 
_expedtednefs of the things’ that pleafe us 3 
that unexpedtednefs being the higheft De- 
_ gree of Novelty, which, asI frefhly noted, 
does exceedingly gratifie moft Men’s minds. 
_ We need not in this cafe, as in moft others, 

ake an uneafie Preparation to’ entertain 
our Infttu@ors < for our Infru@ions are 
fuddenly, andasit were cut of an Ambuf. 
__cade,thot into our Mind,from things whence 
We never expeted them, fo that we wii 
i the 


, (16) 
the advantage of learning good Leffons, 
withour the trouble of. going to School for 
them, which, to many, appears the greatelt. 
trouble that is to be undergone, for the Ac- 
quilt of Knowledge. But. though thefe 
Irradiations of Light, be oftentimes fudden, 
as that which we receive from flafhes of 
Lightning ,. yet , “tis, not always upon the 
fingle account.of this {uddennefs, thac the 
InftruGtions, .prefented .us by Occafional 
Meditations, have an unexpeednefs ; for 
oftentimes, the, Subject that is confider’d, 
appears not. to be any thing at all of Kin 
ro the Notion it fuggelts, And.there are 
many of thefe Reflections, whofe Titles, 
though they name .the occafion. of them, 
do fo little affift, ev’n an ingenious Reader, 
~ toghefs what they contain, chat if you tell 
_.. bisa whatis tyeated of, he will fcarce tma- 
gine, how fuch Thoughts can be made to 
ave a Relation to. fuch remore Subjects ; 
And the Informations we. receive from 
_ many Creatures, and Occurrences, are of- 
rentimes extremely dittant from what, one, 
would conjeGure to be the, molt obvious, 
and natural Thoughts thofe Themes are 
fitted to prefentus, though, when the Cir- 
cumftances are Saas examind, and. 
confider’d, the Informations appear proper. 
enough: Thus, when a Navigator fuddenly, 
. {pies 


a te ame as aa 
¢ an unknown Veilel afar off; before he 
~ hias hail’d her, he can fearcely, ifat all, con- 
clude what he fhall learn by her, and he 
may from a Ship, that he finds perhaps ups _ 
en fome femoter coalt of Africa, or the 
- fades; meet with Informations concern- 
_ ing’his own Country, and affairs; And thus 
fometimes a little Flower may point us te 
the Sun, and by cafting our eyes down ta 
our feet, wemayin the water fee thofe 
Stars that fhine in the Firmament or highett 


_ vifible Heaven. 
Met oACHAP, 11 
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“FOND, laftly; the pleafantnefs of thefe 

4 Meditations, to him: that hath ar- 

~ cain’ skill in making them, will, if he be. 
- for'much mortifi’d, be much increas’d: by 
, their beine Proofs, as well as Effects, of 
Still. Tobe able to take u p Inftruétions in 
Books that are replenithed with them, and 
where they ate purpofely and diftin@ly ex-: 
hibited ih the fotm of InftruGions, requires 
erather that a man be docile than ingenious,’ 
_ but tobeable to'collea Moral and Spiricual. 
Documents! out’ of a Beok of Hictogly~ 
Phicks, "or from a Lanfcape or a Map, is 
More than every attentive confiderer cad 
yal C do, 
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do, and is that which argues fomething — 
of Dexteroufnefs and Sagacity thar 1s 
not very ordinary. And fo, from Ethical 
ot Theological Compofures, to take out 
Lelfons that may improve the Mind, isa — 
thing much inferiour tothe being able to © 
‘do the like out of the Book of Nature, — 
where moft Matters that are not Phyfical, 
if they {eem not to be purpofely veil’d, are — 
at leait but darkly hinted, And me-thinks 
there isfuch a difference betwixt him thar 
but takes up Inftrudtions in Books of Mora- 
lity and Devotion, and him that by Occa- 
fional RefleGtions derives them from the 
Book of Nature, and the Accidents he 
chances to take notice of, as there is be-— 
twixt an Ant that contributes. nothing either 
to the Produétion or Improvement of the 
Corn fhe lays up and feeds on, but onely 
catries away that which the finds ready 
form’d into its little Granary or Repofi- 
tory, and the Induftrious Bee, who, without 
ftealing from Flowers any thing that can 
prejudice them, does not onely gather, but 
imptove and transform, her food, and live 
on that which otherwife would be ufelefs, / 
and befides, noronely has the pleafure to 
gather its food from Flowers, and from va- 
riety of thems but lives upon Honey, an 
Aliment that is as {weet and delicious. as 
vee nutri- 


i tive; ?Fwas doubtlefs a very greae 
ce fop; that by his ingentous Fi- 
Idyigga manner lend Reafon and 


get and which is little lefs plea- 
fing to thofe thar have it, than wonderful to 
thofe that have ir not, that as if Artifts were 
able to prefcribe to the Sun and Moon, and 
- the teft of the luminous Globes of Heaven, 
both their pace and their ftages, they can 
take that inexhaufted Fountain of Light, at 
Joimmenfe a ppittence, by the Shadow of a 


Wit 


é 
~~ 


little 
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little Gnomon, fitly plac’d, give us an exa& 
account'of all the Jourtieys he performs in 
the Zodiack; but perhapggieis neither alefs | 
noble nor alefs delightful piece of skill, to 
be able,by an innocent kind of Necromancy; 
to-confule the dead, and conjure up worm- 
eaten Carkafes out of their Mofly Graves, 
without :feating to hear from them fuch 
difmal Difcourfes as Saul had-from dead 
Samuel, andto make, not the Stars onely, 
but all the Creatures of Nature, and the 
various occurrences that can fall under our 
notice, confpire to inrich us with Inftru- 
ctions they never meant us; fince the Mo- 
tion of the celeftial lights are known, cer- 
tain, and invariable ; but thefe particulars 
are neither to be defin’d by number, nor 
limited by Rules. Not to fay, that this Se- 
cret does as much excel thar other, which 
recommends Aftronomy, as Wifdom does 
Science, and is as much the: more ufeful of 
thetwo, as to know how to pafs away. out 
time is more profitable, thai to know how 
our time pafles away. 

But there is a fourth particular, which, 
though fomewhat lefs dire@ly than the 
three I have already difcours’d of, may be 
reduc’d to the Pleafantnefs of Occafional 
Meditations ; andit is, That whereas our 
innate Self-love is wont to make any pe 

| * that 
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shat minds usofour faults exceedingly un. 


 eafieand uawelcome: inthe Difcoveries 


that, by this way pf thinking, are made us 
of what is amifs, the uneafinels is very 
much allai’d, and the Pill very well gilt. 


For there are two main things thar conduce 


tothe fweetning ofReproofs,and to keep men 
from being offended at them; The one is, 


when they come from a perfon whom we 


love, and whom we believe to love us, and 
to have no other defign in difplealing us 
than that of fervingus: And the other is, 
That the Difcovery that is made us of our 


faults be fweeten’d by Acknowledgments 


t 


of our having Qualities of a commendable 


‘Nature, whence wife Reprovers ufually 


mingle, and, asit were, brew their Repre- 
_hentions with Praifes. Now, both thefe 


os 


pleafing Vehicles, if I may focall them, and 


_Correétives of Reproofs, concur in thofe 
_ we meet with in making Occafional Re- 


 fle&ions. For, in thefe cafes, being our own 


—Anftructors, andour own Confctences be- 


ing the Makers of the Application, wecan- 


not fufped the Reprehentions to come from 
_ Perfons, that either miftake us, or are pir- 
tial againft us; and that Truth which a 


Se 


ae 
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man’s, Confcience applies to him, being 
found out by the fagacity of his own Undet- 
Handing, extraing from Obje&s thar 


G3 which 
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which every Confiderer would not have 
pick’d out thence ; it may very often hap- 
pen, thar the fame Reflection will difcover 
roa man his Excellencies, as well as make 
him take notice of his faults; and that which 
makes him condemn the Diforders of his 
AtieGtions, may argue, and thereby com- 
mend, the Goodnefs of his Parts. 


CHAP. TFT, 


Know, it may be objected againft the 
pleafantnefs of the Mental Exercife I 
Kave been fpeaking of, That tomake Oc- 
cafional Meditations is a work too difficult 
to be delightful. 
~ Tn Anfwer to this, I might reprefent, 
That there are employments wherein their 
being attended with fomewhat of difficulty, 
is fo far from deterring us, that it recom- 
mends them: as we fee that in Hunting 
and Hawking, the toil that muft be under- 
gone is fo much an indearment of the Re- 
‘creation, of which it makes a great part, 
that when it happens that we do not meet 
with ‘difficuleies enough, we create new 
ones, as‘when Hunts-men give the Hare 
Law, (as they fpeak ) for fear .of kil- 
ling her before they have almoft kilf'd their 
hoa oe Tee, _ Hortes, 


ay 
e 
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~ Hiorfes, and perhaps themfelves, in follow- 
bes ing her : 


Yer I (hall rather chute to make a 


more direét Anfwer, by obferving, That the 


difficulties imagin’d in the practice I am 
treating of, feem to arife, not fo much from 
the nature of the thing ir felf, as from fome 


prejudices and mifapprehentions that are 


- entertain’d aboutit, efpecially the follow- 


ing two. | Ae 
“The firft is aneedlefs Scruple, which 


makes fome fancy themfelves obliged to 


confine their thoughts to the fubject thar 
fer them on work, “And this dwelling long 
upon one Theme is to many men a thing 
uneafie and tedious enough. But for my 
part, [fee noneceffity of fuch a ftrinefs ; 
and I have often obferv’d the thoughts fuc- 


2 cefsfully to follow objects of a quite differ- 


ing nature from thofe thar were firft {tar- 


ted, from which, perhaps, though more 
obftinately perfued, very little inftru- 


- Gion or advantage would have been ob-_ 


taind, and it not unfrequently happens, 
that men trouble themfelves in vain to make 


any profitable ufe of the confiderations of 


thofefirft objeGs, where the thoughts be- 
ing licens’d to expatiate themfelves, they 
do often ar length pitchupon fomewhat or 


other that is inftructive, and at which, ptr- 


haps, they aim’d at the very firit, though 
gts) ( C4 they, 


ro 
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they attain’d it but by degrees, and per- 
fwd itby winding and untrac’d ways. As 
when we let’a Grey-houid loofe in a 
WVatren, we confine him not to the firft 
Rabber he makes after, fince we fee it fre= 
quently happens, that one fetshim a run- 
ning, and another proves his Quarry. Nor 
do I conceive fuch'a practice difagreeable 

to the nature of Occafional. Medirations, 
nor to be excludedby their name, for that 
appellation may wellenough be a pli'd to 
thofe emergent thoughts which rape 
Occafions did awaken or fuggeft tous, not 
isit neceflary that our thoughts be always 
calculated for the fubjectthar excited them, 
provided we thence took occafion to think: 
So that in fome cafes, the Occafion is not‘fo 
much the Theme of the Meditation, as the 
Rife, For my part, amo little {crupulons 
in this matter, that 1 would not confine Oc- 
cafional Meditations to Divinity it felf, 
though that be a very comprehenfive Sub- 
je, but am ready to allow mens thoughts. 
to expatiate much further, and to make of 
the Objeéts they contemplate not onely a 
Theological and a Moral, but alfoa Poli- . 
tical, an Oeconomical, or even a Phyfical 
ufe.; And I doubt whether the groundlefs 
Imagination, that Occafional Reflections 
ought to be confined to matters of Devo- 
tion, 


‘gions. 0¢5 at furtheft, of Morality, have nor 
much helped to keep our Meleteticks fo 
~ Jinrle culeivated as hitherto they have been, 
And indeed there is fo perfect an harmony, 
‘and fo near a kindred, betwixt Truths, that, 
in many cafes, the one does either find our, 

or fairly bint, or elfe, illuftrate: or confirm, 
the other. And ‘tis no'wonder that divers 
ofthem, fhould belong to the fame Objed,. 
and be deduc'd from it, And if men were 
follicitousto apply the things they take no- _ 
tice of in Occafional ObjeGs, tothe difco- 


BS very or illuftration of Oeconomical, Poli- 


tical, or Phyfical matters, it would probably 
bring fuch kind of thoughts more into re- 
_ guelt wich feveral forts of men, and pofii- 
~~ bly conduce tothe improvement of thofe 
~ parts of Knowledge themfelves. 


as 


i 


CHAP. AV, 


CTCHE other thing I propos’d to men- 

- 4b tion, asthat which difcourages ma- 
~ ny from the addiétine themfelves to make 
Occafional Meditations, is afancy, That to 
practife this kind of thinking, one is oblig’d 
tothe trouble of writing down every Oc- 
cational Reflection that. employs _ his 
_ thoughts and they conclude it far eafier to 

“Sea ; forbear... 
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‘forbear making any, than to write dowa 
all: But, todo this, were to undertake a 
task no lefs unneceffary than tedious. Thofe 
Meditations indeed that have fome Excel- 
lency in them, that fits them to inftruct _ 
others , fhould for that purpofe be kept 
from perithing, and thofe that were not 
concciv’d without fome extraordinary Af- 
feGtion in amansfelf, fhould be carefully. 
perfued,as Bellows to blow or rekindle De- 
-votion, by reminding us of the devout 
thoughts the like Objects had excited in us. 
But for the reft of our Occafional Refleai- 
ons, though they fillour heads, they need 
not employ our hands, as having perform’d 
alithe fervice thac need be expected from 
them within the mind already. 

Nor would I have any man be difcou- 
rao’d from this way of thinking, that cannot 
exprefs fomuch wit or eloquence in Occa- 
fional Meditations, as perhaps he may afpire 
to. For, befides thar much fubrilty of wit is 
notto be expected, or atleaft exacted, in 
this kind of compofures, where we com- 
monly make ufe of things rather out of 
hafte than choice, as frequently being but 

the firtt choughts we meet with, uorthe bett 
we have; befides this, I fay, that which 
ought moft toindear this fort of Reflections 
to a.Chriftian, is rather shat they cherifh 
siete piety, 
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piety, than that they exprefs wir, and help 
~ tomake the m4” good, whether or no they 
- makehis 7ylebe thought fo. °Twere inju- 
gious to nature to fancy, that rhe. Fig-cree 
derives no benefit from the Rain and Sun, 
becaufe. they do not make’ it, like other 
Trees, flourifh with Blofloms, more gaudy 
than neceflary, though without previous 
Buds it brings forth welcome Fruits. Not to 
add; that the difficulty of framing Occafio- 
nal Meditations, neednot be eftimated by 
that which we find when we firft addict our 
felves tothe making of them; ‘for practice 
 willby degrees fo much leffen that difficul- 
ty, that after a while-we fhall find, thae Oc- 
cational thoughts will need bur {mall invi- 
tation to frequent thofe minds where they 
meet with a kind entertainment. And 
* though men fhould be reduc’d to purchafe 
this habitude at the rate of alittle difficulty, 
~ doubt not but they will find the benefit of 
_ it, when gotten, richly to -recompenfe the 
trouble of acquiring it. Nor will the pra- 
Gtice, that mult contribute to the attainment 
of a reafonable degree of skill in making — 
‘them, be half fo troublefome when thofe 
Exercifes but make up the habitude, as 
they will prove facil and delightful when 
they flow from it. ' a 


an 
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CHAP. 1. 


bwgeettic third grand Advantage that 
: _ may be deriv’d from the cultom of 
i making Occafional Meditations;is, 
That it conduces to the exercife and im- 
provement of divers of the faculties of the 
mind, And this ic may do upon feveral » 
accounts. ia Oe 
1. For, inthefirft place, it accuftomesa 
man to an attentive obfervation of the Ob- 
jea&s wherewith he is converfant. VVhere- 
as there is fcarce any thing that may not 
prove the fubjeét of an Occafional Medi- 
tation , fo the natural propenfiry we have 
tomanage well the Themes we undertake 
to handle, unperceivably ingages us to pry 
intothe feveral attributes ae relations of the 
things we confider, to obtain the greater 
plenty of particulars, for the making up ~ 
of the more full and compleat Parallel 
betwixt 
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«bet 
we would fet forth. By which means a 
man ‘often comes to difcover a multitnde 
: of ‘particulars even in obvious’ things , 
which, without {uchan ingagement ro at~ 
tention, he would never have minded , 
and which common beholders take no 
_ Notice of. And though it may feem, thar 
the‘habir, produced by the pra@ice of Oc- 
-eafional meditatine,{hould accuftom’ aman 
to’ heed ‘only fuch Obje@s as are like to 
fuggett to him devout thoughts; yet, not to 
mention now that I thall advertife you 
anon, that there isno neceffity of confine- 
ing -occafional meditations , to matters 
Devout , or Theological , I thall only 
 reprefent, thag, fince we know not, before 
___we have confidered the particular Obje@s 
thar occurr tous, which of them: will,and 
“which of -them will not 5 afford us the 
_ fubje& of an Occafional Refle@ion 5 the 
mind will, after a while, be ingao’d to a 
_ géréral and habitual attention, relating to 
the Objeas thar prefent themfelves to ir, 
. Befides, thar though we fhould at firtt ap~ 
ply our heedfulnefs to circumftances of 
_ only fome few forts of Objeés, yer the 
~ habit, being once acquir’d , would eafily 
teach to others than thofe that firft occa~ 
7 fond 5 as men, that by Learning to fing 


Anthems, 


ra 


betwixt: the» ae whofe ‘tefemblances | 


pee  Cger) cA 
Anthems, are come to have -titical ears, ° 

will be able to judge, much better »than- 
they could before, of the refemblances and 
differences of Tones in other Songs , and 
willtake Notice of divers particularities in 
Voices, which would not be heeded by an 
unpractifed Eur: And as we have made it 
appear, that the way of thinking we would 
recommend , docs very much difpofe 
men to an attentive frame of mind; fo, 
_ that fuch a frame or difpofition is a great 
advantage in the whole courfe of a man’s 
life, will got appear improbable to him who 
duly confiders, thar fince attention, like 

-amagnifying glafs, (ews us, even in com- 
mon Objects, divers particularities, undif- 

cerned by thofe who want that advantages 
it muftneeds make the things he ts conver- 
{ant with, afford che confiderer much.more 

of inftru@ion than they obtrude upon, the 
"ordinary regardlefs beholder , and confe: 
quently , this excercife of the mind muft 
prove a compendious way to Experiences 

and make it attainable without grey-hairss 
for that, we know , confifts not in the 

multitude of years , but of obfervations, 

from Numbers and variety of which it 
refults : nor is there any reafon, why pru- 

dence fhould -be peculiarly afcrib’d. to 

the Aged, except a fuppofition that fuch 

| - perfons 
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perfons , by having liv’d long in the 
World, have had the opportunity of many 
and various occurrences to ripen their judo~ 
ment; fothat if one man can by his atten- 
tion make, as well he may in a {mall com- 


pafs of time, as great a number of Obferva-. 


tions as lefs heedful Perfons are wont to 


~ do ina longer, [fee not why fucha man’s 


Experience may not be equal to his, that 


has liv’d longer ; for it matters not much 


whether a man make a competent Number 
of Obfervations, in much time or in little , 
provided he have made them well. 


GHA P. -I. 


Il. “W"He Practice: I would recom- 
bee 2 mend, accuftoms a. man to 
make Refletions upon the things he takes 
notice of, and fo,by exercifing, improves his 
reafoning Faculty. For, as moft men have 


_ much more ftrength and Agility in the right 


hand than in the left, and, generally {peak- 


ing; thofe Limbs of the body that are moft 


_ @xercis’d , are {tronger than the’ reft of the 


fame kind, fo the faculties of the mind are 


ae improv'd by Exercife, and thofe that we 


ipsa tao: 


_ frequently employ, row thereby the more 


vigorous and nimble. And, for my part, I 
i. have 


have been often inclin’d to think; thar ‘the 
- chiefadvantage that the reafoning faculty de- 
tives from the Inititutien received in Logick- 
Scholes-comes mot fo much from thePrecepts 
themfelves, which aré* prerended to*make 
up an Art of drag as from the fre+ 
quent exercifes that, by occafion of fuch 
Precepts, the (Students are put upon ; and. 
perhaps, if men were oblig’d to read the 
controverfies of fubtle Wits, | and to engage: 
in frequent Difputations,both premeditated 
and exteimporary, it would add little lefs of 
readinefs ‘and ‘acutenefs to their wits: 
though they difputed of other matters than 
fuch as properly belong to. Logick , and 
were not before imbu’d with the Precepts 
of that Art ; as we fee,thar the ufe of finging: 
with thofe that cai fing well, does much um- 
prove ones Voice, both as'to ftrength and 
clearnefs,whatever the Turies or Songs be 
thar are fung, and how little foever ‘thofe 
with whom one fings make it their Bufinefs 
to teach him the art of Miarfieke! 2) > ous” 
But this is only Conjecture; and whe- 
ther it be true or no, yet this lam confident 
is fo, That the bringing of a man to be a 
thinking anda refleéting Perfon , is to pro- 
cure hin fo great an Advantage,as though it 
were the only one may jultly endear to him. 
the cuftom of making Occafional Medita~, 
, tlonss 


‘ 


tions, and helthat could bring this praGice 
into the Requeft it deferves ; would doa 
_ oreater piece of fervice,not only to the par- 
-- teular Perfons he perfwades , but to man- 
. kindin general, than the sreacer part of 
~ good men themfelves feem to be aware of. 
For though God having been pleafed ta 
make Reafon the chief part of our Nature, 
among the various Objects thar daily oc- 
-curto us,it can fearce be bur that fome or o- 
ther will in a‘manner obtrude fome Notions 
_ ey’ upon the unartentive; yet certainly, all 
» that has been found worthy of Mankind in 
~ Marhematicks, Philofophy, and other kinds 
_ of Learning’, has been attain’d: by thinking 
Men , orby a frequent and regular PraGice 
of imploying the thoughts: And left ic’ 
_ fhould be objected, thar thefe variotis , and 
_ Elaborate effects of affiduous meditation’ 
_ were the productions only of Philofophers 
- or other men of fpeculative heads; Ler us. 
but confider, that though Gallants and 
Courtiers do feldom love to tire them- 
 felves with thinking, and are as feldom fond 
_ Of writing Books ,. not to‘add, fie to write | 
‘theny, and thoush love be nor the fruirfilelt 
Theme that may be pitch’d.on, yer that ’ 
_ Paffion, and fome Particulars relating to. ir, 
frequently bufying their thoughts,and being. 
- feveral wayes ‘confider’d by them, has been’ 
iD difplay’d 
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difplay’d and contriv’d ev'n by fuch writers : 


as 1 have been jult now mentioning , into 


thofe numerous Play’s that daily imploy — 


the Stage, and thofe Voluminous Romances 
that are too often the only Books which 
make up the Libraries of Gallants, and fill 
the Clofets of Lady’s. He that moft truly 
called himfelf, the /vuth , tells us, that the 
Devil is not only a Liar, but the Father of 
Lies, that is, the great Patron and Promo- 
ter of falfhood , and; as fuch , he fasion 
oppofes all ufeful Truths; not only thofe 
for which we mutt be beholden to Revelati- 
on, but thofe alfo which may be attain’d by 
Ratiocination, and the well regulated exer- 
cife of our natural Faculty’s; And he were 
much lefs an 4duerfary and an Old Serpent 


than he is,if his Enmity to God and Man, 


did not jultly make him think that {carce any 
thingis more his intereft than follicitoufly to 
divert men from thinking, and difcourage 
chem in it, there being few. things whereby 
he could more effectually oppofe at once ; 
both the Glory of God and the good of 
Men. . And fure, if fo fubtile an Adverfary 
did not think ic very much his, Intereft to be 


— follicitous abour this matter, it could notbe 


that men fhould choofe for a Priviledge,the 
laying -afide that faculty of Meditating 
whichis indeed fo much their Priviledge ; 


that 


- that,ifExperience did nor convince the con- 


i trary, L could never fufpec that the Non- 


employing of their thoughts could be their 
Choice rather than their Punifhment, and 
rhat rational Creatures, efpecially profelline 
-Chriftianity, thould eicher keep idle, or con- 
“fine to Employments worfe than Idlenefs, 
fo noble atid improvable a Faculty , thar 
enables an Ingenious Man to pfy into the in- 
nermoft Receifes of myftertous Nattire, and 
_ difcover there fo much of the Wifdom , 
Power , andGoodnefs , of the Author , as 
are moft fit to give the Difcoverer a hich 
and devotit Veneration for thofe Execllen- 
cies. A Facalty,whereby an Inguifitive Soul . 
_ may expatiare it felf through the whole Im 
- menfity of the Univerfe, and be her own 
Teacher in ‘a thoufand cafes, where thé 
- Book is no lefs delightful than the Leifons 
are Inftru@ive. 4 Faculty (to conclude) 
by whofe help :the reftlefs mind” havine 
_ div’d tothe lowermoft parts Of the Earth ; 
_canthence in atrice take fuch a Flight, thac, 
having travers’d allthe corporeal Heavens; 
and fcorn’d to fuffer her felf to be confin’d — 
with the very Limits of the World; fhe: 
_ Foveés about 11 the ultra-mundane fpaces,and 
_ ’onfiders how farr they reach, 
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IIL, FEfides the two already mention’d 
Advantages, which the Intelle- 

&ual part of the Mind may derive from the 
practice of Qccational Reflections , I 
should not feruple to add a third, if there 
were not too juft Caufe of apprehending, 
that my Writings may difcredit any thing 
that comes propos’d of that Nature, by no 
better a Pen, and that the manner of what 
Iam about to. deliver, may, difparage the. 
Matter. But fince, from the Experience ev’n 
of purblind and dim-fighted Perfons, good 
Perfpectives may be, not improperly, nor 
unfuecefsfully, recommended, though their 
Native and peculiar Debility of Sight keep 
them from being,able to fee as clear, and as 
far, through. fuch’ Glaffes, as other’ Men 
can do, if themfelves can, by the ufe of 
them, do far, more than they could without 
them, I will adventure to. {peak of an 
improvement I cannot boaft of, left by fup- 
_ preffing the mention of an Advantage, be- 
caufe I cannot make it, Ifhould feem either 
Vain, or Envious, as wellas Dull. I thall 
then take notice, that the Meleteticks we 
are confidering, may, where it finds a ca- 
| | pable 
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pable and difpos’d Subje&, much improve 
that nimble and acceptable Faculty of the 


- Mind, whereby fome Men have a readj- 


nefs, and fubtilty, in conceiving things, and 
ij quicknefs, and neatnefs,in exprefline them, 
all which the cuitom of {peaking compre- 
hends under the name of #7t, which plea-. 
fing, and (if well manag’d ) ufeful, Qua- 


ity, the exercife lam difcourfing of, may 


three or four feveral ways promote, 
For (firft) the accultoming ones felf to 
{ ‘ BD Rafa | ; 
make Extemporal Reflections, and that upon 


__ all kind of Occafions, do’s by degrees bring 


the Mind to a readinefs ‘of Conception, 


~ which keeps aMan from being eafily fur- 


pris’d by the Subje& he has occafion to 
confider, and enables him oftentimes to 
furprife his Hearers ; and that fucha kind 


» of furprife is one of the moft endearing 


< 


mi *, 
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Circumftances of the productions of Wir, 


he muftnot have much confider’d the Na- 


ture of them, that ignores. 

~. Next, the fame Exercife inures a Man to 
draw his Conceptions from the very Na- 
ture of the thing he fpeaks of, which, a- 
mong thofe that can j udge of Wit, is held 
a far grearer fion of it, than the fayins 
things more fpecious, and elaborate, that 


appear to be Antienter than the Occafion, 


as is ufual in Epigrams, ‘and other folemn 
a 3 st Org 
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premeditated pieces of Wit, where often- 
times the Thoughts were not made for the 
Themes, but before them: Whereas, the 
fuddennefs of a good Occafional Refle-, 
Gtion, and its congruity to that which gave 
it Rife, perfuades the Hearers, that the 
Speaker's Witis of its own growth, and is 
rather fuggelted 4y the Occafion, than barely 
applied to it. 

“A third way, whereby our Meleteticks 
may conduce to Wit, is, by bringing thofe — 
that ufe to write their Thoughts, to what 
may be call’d a certain Supplenefs of Style ; 
for when a Man. treats of familiar, or ot 
‘folemn. Subjeés, he is fo much affifted by 
the received phrafes and manners of {peak- 
ing, that are wont.to be imploi’d about. 
them, that being feldome ata lofs for con- 
venient expreflions, his .Wit is feldome , 
ditrefs’d how to furnith him with words 
fit for his turn, Butthe Subjects that in- 
vite Occafional Reflections, are fo various, 
and uncommon,and oftentimes fo odd, that, 
to accommodate ones Difcourfe to them, 
the vulgar and receiv’d forms of Speech 
will afford him but little affiftance, and to 
come off any thing well, he muft exercife 
his Invention, and put it upon coining . vari- 
ous and new. Expreffions, to fute that va- 
ricty of unfamiliar Subjects, and of Occa- 
ae : oe Saas, 
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fions, that the Objects of his Meditation 
will engage him to write of : And by this 
difficule exercife of his Inventive faculty, 
he may by degrees fo improve it, and, after 
4 while,attain to fo pliant a Style, that {carce 


any Thought will puzzle him to fit words 


oie, and he will be able to cur out Ex- 
preffions, and make them fit clofe to fuch 
Subjeéts, asa Perfon unaccultom’d to. fuch. 
kind of Compofures, would find it very 
difficultto write of, with any thinz of pro- 
» Lapdlety. 


CHAP, IV. 


~ -¥T remains, that I mention one way more, 
and that a confiderable one, whereby 


_. the practice of Occafional Reflections may 


contribute to the Improvement of Wit; 
and that is, by fupplying Men with ftore and 
variety of good Comparifons, 

How great, and how acceptable,a part of _ 
Wit that is, which has the advantage to: be 
_ . exprefs’d by apt Similitudes,' every Man’s 
own experience, if he pleafe to confile it, 
may, in fome meafure, inform him: And 
certainly, there is no one part of Wit that 
is fo generally applicable to all kind of 
Perfons 3; for good Comparifotis ferve c- 
pee D4 qually 
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qually to illuftrate, and to. perfuade; the 
ercateft Wits difdain them not, and ev'n 
ordinary WVits are capable to underftand 
them, and to be affected by them; andif'a 
Sermon, or a long Difcourfe, be enrich’d 
with one apt Comparifon, what part fo- 
‘ever elfe be forgotten, that wil! be fure to 
Le remembred. And, a but plaufible Ar- 
gument, drefs’d up in fine Similicudes, fhall 
be more prevalent among the generality 
of Men, thana Demonitration propos’d in- 
anaked Syllogifm; and therefore, the an- 
tient Sages did fo nach chufe to imploy a 
Figurative way of delivering their Thoughts; — 

. that when they could not furnith themfelves 
with Refemblances fit for rheir turns, they 
would devile Parables, and Apolognes,' to 
recommend what they faid to the atren- 
tention and memory of thofe they would 
work upon. And thofe famous Orators, 
who, though they. Livd. in Common- 
wealths; did, by their Eloquence, exerecife 
& more than Monarchical Government 
there,and who,by rheir inchanting Tongues, 
rul’d rhofe Warlick people, whofe Swords 
had made them’ Matters of the World, 
thofe imperial Wits, I fay, whofe Oratory 
perform’d fuch Wonders, performed them 
chiefly by‘ the help-of their happy Com- 
parifons, which alone contributed more to 

Cay i their 
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their fuccefs, than almoft all the other per- 
- fuafive Figures of their Triumphant Rhe- 
 -sorick: Lucky Comparifons being indeed 
- thofe parts of VVit, that as well make the 
ftrongeft Imprefiions upon the Mind, as they 
leave the deepeit on the Memory. Now, 
as the being turnith’d with apt Compari- 
fons, do’s fo very much conduce to the 
making a Man’s Difcourfes and Writings 
appear Witty, {o there is {carce any thing 
more fit and likely to fupply a Man with 
_ftoreand variety of Comparifons, than the 
Cuftom of making Occafional Meditations : 
For he that ufes himfelf to take notice of 
the properties and circumftances of moft 
things that Occur to him, and to refle& on 
many of them, and thereby obferves the 
relations of things to one another, and con- 
fequently difcerns, how the properties or | 
-cireumftances of one may be accommodated, 
by way of Refemblance or Difiimilitude, ro 
fomewhat that relates to the other, will 
often find, befides thofe things which afford 
him his Occational Refle@ion, divers o- 
thers, which, thouga lefs fir for the Medi- 
"tation, that invited his taking notice of them, - 
may be very ficly applicable to other fub- 
jects, and purpofes, and will cafily furnith 
him with Refemblances, wherewith he may, 
if he pleafes, much increafe the Books of 
. oe ae : Simi- 
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Similitudes, already. extant : And the Com- 
patifons that may be this way. lighted on, 


may fometimes prove ftrange, and unob- 


vious enough, to be furprifing ev’n to Him- 
felf, as well as tohis Auditors, or his Rea- 


errs 
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WU, befides thofe Similitudes, we may 
WY be furnith’d with, by the things we ob 
ferve, without turning them into Occafional 
Meditations, we ‘may find in thofe very 
Subjects, whereon we do make RefleGions, 
Circumftances, that, though improper, or 
at leaft unneceffary, to be taken into the 
Occafional Meditation, may be very fitly 
accommodated to other things, and plenti- 
fully contribute to the ftore and variety of. 
Comparifons we lately mention’d ; «this 
muit appear fo mucha Truth, to any that 
is exercis’'d in making Occafional Refle-. 
Gtions, that I fhould perhaps forbear to ilu- 
{trate it, by any particular example, but 
that this part of my Difcourfe recalls into 
my Mind fome Thoughts that were fug-— 
gefted to me, by one of the laft Occafions 
‘Thad, to make Reflections of this Nature. 
J hall add then, thar being all alone, and 
diverted 


erted a pretty while by a fudden ftorna 
£ Thunder, Lightning, Wind, and Rain, 


from the imployments I had defign’d my 


felf to, 1 had the unwelcome leifure to 
make fome Reflections upon the rude Ob- 
jects that obtruded themfelves upon my 
- Obfervation. — 
And the chief thing that prefented it felf 
to my Thoyghts, was, a refemblance be- 
~ twist Prophane ot Atheiftical wits, and the 
 plack Clouds that then over-caft the Sky: 
For, as thofe Clouds are rais’d to an ele- 
vated Station, and do afford flafhes of 
Light ; fo thefe Irreligious wits are often- 
“times confpicuous enough, and may bring 
forth Notions that are furprifing, and in- 
 ftruétive; bur as the fame Clouds, whil’ft 
they give us bur their own. momentany | 
~ Light, obfcure (by darkning the Sky) and - 
hinder us, as much as they can, from recei- 
- ving that of the Sun, whicli reaches further, 
and is many other ways preferrable to 
~ yani(hing Corufcations ; fo thefe Wits, 
~ whilft they feem to enlighten thofe they 
dazle, with their own new Opinions, do 
teally deprive them of the true Heavenly 
Light, that would elfethine forthto them 
in the revealed VVord of God : And as 
the Light that we: do receive from the 
Clouds, may dazle and aftonith us, butis 
Pe i not 
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not fufficient for us to Travel by‘; fo th 
admir’d reafonings of thefe Sophilters may 
furprife and amaze us, but will never prove 
{ufhicient to be, like the Scripture, a conftant 
‘Pil. 119. Lamp unto our feet, and Light unto our paths, 
tes. And asthe Light afforded by fuch Clouds, 

is not onely wont to be attended with af- 
frighting Thunder, and hurtful Storms, but 
burns, and deitroys, or, at lealt {corches, 
and blacks, where it pafles, and oftentimes 
falls upon’Churches, Hofpitals, Colledges, ° 
and brings {uch frights and ruins where-! 
foever it comes, that *twere a great deal — 
better Men wanted the Light of fuch- 
flathes, than that they fhould be expos’d to 
fuch inconveniencies by ‘them: So the in- 
folent and irregular VVits, Iam {peaking 
of, donot onely make an unwelcome Noife 
— in the Warld, but do oftentimes fo deni- 
: erate the Reputation of them that oppofe 
them, and bear fo little refpe& ev’n to 
things facred, or ufeful to Mankind, with-. 
out {paring the Church or Seminaries of 
Learning, if either come in their way, that 
they do far more Mifchiefs by their etrors, 
er theit practices, than the little Inftruétion 
they give us, is able to make amends for. 
* "This, if I forget not, was the fubftance 
of the Occafional Meditation, fuggetted 
to me by the Storm; but, befides that, there 
: . eR EC 
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“are in this fome patticulars, which are not 
~ neceflary to the. Meditation ic {elf and may 
be fitly enough accommodated, by way. of 
Comparifons, to other Occations. ole tes 
~ member, the fame Subject (the Storm ) 
had other Circumftances init, fit toaford 
Similitudes, applicable to other Subjeds, 
and fome of them unobvicus enough; For 
ihftance, ‘tis not éafic to. find fo ilhuttrions 
a Comparifon, to fet. forth, how the. moft 
— contrary Qualities, may procced from the 
fame Subjects, as thar which we may be 
- fappli’d with, by confidering, that, fromthe 
fame Clouds, we derive both Light and 
Darknefs 5 anda noble Comparifon of con- 
taries, conjoyn’d in one Subjed, may be 
borrow'd from the fame Clouds, which. : 
afford us Lightning, and Rain, fhew, that: - 
- they contain in them two of the eminenteft 
and feldomelt confiftent contraries of Na- 
ture; Fireand Water. And another Com- : 
_ parifon may be deriv’d from the differing 


@ 


productions of thefe Clouds, to illufrate 
_thofe things which do at once both much 
good, and much mifchief, or fometimes the 
one; and fometimes the other: For the 
fame Clouds’ both preduce the Thunder, 
and the Lightnino, and thereby blah Trees, 
kill Men and Beajts, fire Houfes, and ruine 
the  nobleft Buildings, without. {paring 
nc Churches 
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Churches themfelves ;, and, on the other 
fide, plentifully atford us thofe refrefhing 
and. fertilizing Showers, that correct the 
heat of the fultry Air, and cure the barren- 
nefs of rhe parched Earth. And one that is 


skill’din framing Comparifons out of Diffi- 


militudes, and exercis’d in the other ways 


of turning and winding of Simile's, may 


eafily enough find, in the Subje& we have 
been confidering, Circumftances capable of 
being conveniently enough accommodated 
fo more fubjeds and purpofes, thant have 
leifure now to take notice of.. And fince, 
as the being able to find the latent refem- 
blances betwixt things feemingly unlike, 
imake upagreat part of what we are-wont 
to call wit; fo the being able to difcern the 
inobvious difparities of things manifettly 
refembling, is one of the chief things that 
difplays the Faculty; Men call Judgment ; | 
and fince both thele are very much affilted 
by the Cuftom*of making Reflections, 
wherein we mutt take notice of the feveral 
properties, wherein things either are alike; 
or difagree 5 Me-thinks it (hould not a little 
manifelt the ufefulnefs of out Meleteticks 
towards the improvement of Men’s parts: 
thar they not onely inftru& the more fetious 
faculty ‘of the Soul, bur fharpen the more 


fubtile. <a 
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IV. Ur the Praéice I have all thig 
P)while been recommending, do’s 
not onely difpofe usto Attention, in obfers 
ying the things chat occur tous, and accu- 
ftom us to refe& on them. ferioufly, and 
exprefs them fitly, bur do’s alfo, though 
infenfibly, fuggeft tous Ways and Methods, 
whereby to make the Objects we confider 
informative to us, bail 
For by Example; Analocy, or fome of 
_thofe other ways which we may be invited, 
on another occafion; to infilt on, we are, as 
it were, led by the hand to the difcovery of 
_ divers ufeful Notions, efpecially Practical, 
which elfe we fhould not take any notice 
_ of. And indeed; the VVorld is the oreat’ 
_ Book, not fo much of Natute; as of the 
_ God of Nature, which we thould findev'n 
crowded with inftructive Leflons, if we 
had but the Skill, and would take the Pains, 
to extract and pick them out: The Crea- 
_ tutes are the true Aigyptian Hieroglyphicks, 
that under the rude forms of Birds, and 
Beafts, 8¢c. conceal che mytterious fecrets 
“oO Knowledge, and of Piety. And as 
Chymifts boat of their Elixir, that "twill 


turA 


| C48 ) ui 

tiirn the ignobleft Metals into Gold ; fo 
Wifdome makes all Objeéts, on which it 
operates, inrich the Pofleflor with ufeful 
and precious Thoughts : And fince, ev’n the 
illiterate Husbandman can, with the molt 
abje& Dung it felf, give a flourithing growth 
to the moft ufeful Grains, to Medicinable 
herbs, and. ev’n to fracrant Flowers; why 
may not a wife Man, by the meaneft Crea- 
tures, and flighted’ft Object, give a confide- 
rable Improvement to the obleft Faculties 
of the Soul, and the moft lovely Qualities! 
of the Mind?) 0 8 nF 

» But the particular Method of deriving 
‘Jnftru@ion from the Subjects we confider, 
will be more fit to be particularly. infifted 
on, when we thall have more time, or fome 
other opportunity, to treat of the maaier of 
making Occafional Meditations, and thew, 
how they may be fetch’d from Example, 
Analogy, ‘Difimilitude,’ Ratiocinatton,: anc. 
other Topicks ys which we muft not now take 
any further notice of, i 
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nefits that may be afforded by the 
praétice of Occafional Meditations 


2 Hi: we have confidered the Be- 


ee) 


to the Ivtelleiual Faculties. Ve will now 


_ proceed to the Advantages that may accrue 


from the fame Practice to the Will and Af 
fettions.- Thefe advantages being not a 
the moft valuable in themfelves, but thofe 


upon whofe account I have been engag’d in 


the prefer:t Undertaking. — 


» VY. The laft therefore and greatett Bene- 


fitI thall take notice of, in the practice I 


would invite-you to, is,' That it awakens 


good thoughts,and excites good motions,in 


the VVill and Affe@ions. For fince we have 


already manifefted, that it is wont to’ fug- 


_geft variety of Notions to the Meditator;: 
andfuch as are ufually accompani’d with 


delight: This friendly property to Devo~’. 


_tion; which L now afcribe to our Meledticks; 


4s a very eafie and genuine off-fpring 1 
a ee the 
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the marriage of the two others : The Beams 
of Knowledge, acquired by fuch Reflections, 
having in them, ‘likethofé of the Sun, not 
onely Light bue Heat. And indeed it were 
- fomewhat ftrange, as wellas fad, ifa perfon 
difpofed and accuftomed to obferve and 
confider, converfing with fuch inftructive 
Books as thofe of God’s Creatures and his 
Providence, with an intention to take out 
pra@tical Leflons,. thould) nor find them. 
For amid’ft that rich variety of Objects 
that in differing manners profler themé 
felves to his confideration, and fuggeft to 
him a great diverfity of Reflections, it-can-. 
not reaforiably be imagin’d'that he fhould 
not find {ubjeGs or circumftances, that are 
proper, ether to afford him Examples to 
imitate, or fhew him the Danger, or Un- 
handfomenefs, or Inconvenience of fome: 
thing that he thould avoid, or raife his 
thoughts and affections Heaven-wards, or 
firnith him with fome new practical. con- 
fideration, or fhew him fome known Truth 
in a varied and delightful drefs, or (at 
leaft ). recal fome Notions his frailry makes 
him need to be put in mindoof, or,in a 
word, either refrefhhis memory, or other- 
wife cherifh his Devotion. Let usfuppofe 
a petfon, who being qualifi’d and accu- 
ftomed. to refle& upon various objects that 
ae -occut 
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-eccur to him, mainly defigns, inthe exer- 
cife of that faculty, the warming ofhis Af-- 


fections, and the improvement of his Piety, 
and we fhall fearcé doubr, but when he 
fooks about him inthe world, he will find 
it, what one of the Fathers loftily ftyled ir, 


— maideuTueioy THs Geopracins x, Levxdv Aoymay 


HwWeonxhiov, (a Schole for Rational Souls to 
Jearn the kniowledze of God.) There is 


fearce any thing that Nature has made, or. 


thar men do or fuffer; though the Theme 
feem never fo low and flight, whence the 
devout RefleG@or cannot take an occafion of 


an afpiring Meditation; as in a hopeful , 


morning the humble Lark can, from the 


FA 
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loweft furrow in the field, take a foarine 
flight cowards Heaven; and afcend chither- 
ward with a melody that delights both her 
felfand her hearers. If fuch’a:perfon con- 
fiders how amoneft fuch an admirable Va- 
riety, and fuch odd Antipathies of the 


¢ ‘ 
_ numberlefgs Creatures that compofe the 


Uniiverfe, the conftant obfervation of the 


* Laws of their Nature makes them univer- 


i 
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fally, and, asit were, unanimoufly, to con- 
{fpireto make the Author of it appear won- 
Gerful in it, he cannot but be willingly pof- 
fefs'd with fuch an awful admiration ofthe 
tmatchlefs wifdom of their great Difpofer, 


~ asmade the Pfalmift cry out, upona fome- 


kK 2 what 
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104-24 what like occafion, * How manifold are thy 


So Funin | pela ; ‘ 

sg and Tremelizs tranflate the place, Ouam 
impla funt opcrat#a, O Febova, quam ea 
ymnia fapienter fecifti? and tothe Origi- 
nal will bear, if the Hebrew Ma, be.made 
applicable as well to the ‘latter, as to the 
formex part of the words. 


works, O Lord, bow 
wifely balk tho 


made them all2 If 


he have occafion to 
confider the mer- 


SONA ee ciful Difpenfations 
of Divine Providence to the Godly, or to 
take notice of thefevere InfliGtions of Di- 
vine Juftice on the Wicked, he will find 
himfelf powerfully engag’d to relie on the 


one, and to apprehend provoking the other. 


If he take notice that the World is but our 
Store-houfe, and that multitudes of admi- 
rable Creatures feem to have had a being 
‘given them, principally for the ufe of un- 
_ deferving Man, infomuch that many ofthe 

Beafts, and Birds, and Fithes, are but our 
Caters for one afother, he will burl out 
into Mental; if not Vocal, expreflions of 
Thankfulnefs and Humiliationto the Father 
of Mercies,. for fo unmerited and ill re- 
turned a Bounty, and will be apt to fay with 


Phy 44.3. David, What 1s man that thou takeft know- 


ledge of bim? or the fow of man that thou 
make(t account of bim2 And ifhe compare 
this Munificence of God, in daily giving fo 
many Creatures, that never violate the 
_ Laws of their Nature, nor endeavour to 
difappoint him of his Ends in creating 
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them, for the neceflities, nay, for the plea- 
fures, of rebellious and unthankful Man, he 
villrefent an ingenuous fhame, and ano- 
edifdain , That that Creature (hould be 
lithe leaft grateful chat'has received the 
poft Benefits, and that’ he thould of all 
others prove the moft untuly;>who ‘alone 
has been endowed with Reafon to rule him- 
~ felfwithall. If in a Starry night he looks 
upon’ the: Firmament, and confiders how 
many fixed’ Stars there are, and how many 
_ thoufand times. more there might be with- 
out wanting toom, the leat of which 
~ Aftronomers: teach usto be far bigger chan 
the wholeEarth, which yet, by the proba- 
bleft computation, contains above’ ten thou- 
fand millions of Cubick German Leagues, 
_fand confequently above threefcore times 
as’ many ail miles offolid meafure) 
hewill find abundant caufeto exclaim with - ~ 
David, whenl confider thy Heavens, the work Pfal.8.354 
of thy hands, the Atoon and Stars which thoy 
bast ordained, what is man that thou fhoulad’ st 
e mivdful of bim, or the Son of man that thou 
wiitetbim> a 
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A Nad fince-our Difcourfe has led us to 
FAX the mention of a Text, where che 
rtuly infpired Poet (who, by his omitting to 
{peak of the Sun, feems to have compos’ 
this Pfalm in the night) makes the Moon the 
chief fubje& ef his Meditation, it will not 

erhaps be amifs,if,on this occafion,weadd , 
a few thort Refle@ions onthe fame Theme, 
and thereby confirm what we lately noted _ 
about the differing RefleGions, and Simili- 
tudes, which may be afforded by thefame 
fubjeG, as its feveral Attributes may be 
differingly confiderids'G io arc Lae 

If chen, in the firft place; when our Cori- 
templator ‘takes notice . of .the: greateft 
Brightnefs of the Moon, heremembersteo, 
«, that’tis when fhe is at the Full, that. fhe ds 
{ubje& tobe Eclips’d, it would puc him in 
niind of the mutability of humane things, 
and that oftentimes Profperity proves ne- 
ver the more fecure for appearing the more 
full and refplendent. 

Next,- our Refle&tor may find in the 
Moon, alively Emblem of a true Minifter 
of the Gofpel. For, as the Moon commu- 
nicates to the Earth, the Light, and that 
Aa eM | _ onely, 
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onely, which the receives from the Sun ; fo 

the Apoftles, and firft Preachers of Chri- 
fianity, and (in their meafure ) their true 
ccellors, communicate to Mankind, the 

ioht, Which themfelves have. receiv’d 

om the bright Sun of reghteoufvefs, And 
Similitude may be advanc'd, by adding, 

 thatasthe,Moon fhines nor on the Earth, 

with any other Beams, than thofe the de- 
tives from that fountain of Light, the Sua; 
fo the true Preachers of the Heavenly Do- 
G@tine mingle: not their own Inventions, 
or humane ‘Traditions, with that pure and — 
 fincere Light of Revelation, they are em- 
_ ploi’d to difpenfe ; it being fafeit, and moft 
 defirable, forthe Church, that Chriftians 
 fhould receive; the Bread of Life, as the 
Jews are recorded tohave receiv’d the:ma- 
terial Bread, in a paflage of St. Aatthew’s Ma.rs.3 
 Gofpel, where ‘tis faid, thar Chrift firit | 
brake, and gave to the Difciples, the Bread, 

_ (which they afterwards, from Him, diftri- 
buted to the People; fo that they might 
each of them, ina literal fence, imploy that 
expreffion of St. Paw!, J have received of the » Cor. 11 

Lord, that which J delivered unto you. = * 

_ And asthough the Moon be deftitute of 

native light, yet by vertue of that borrow’d 
one, which thie plentifully receives from 

‘the Sun, the affords moreto Men than any 
Bee tn a See 
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of the Stars, which, upon thefcore of their 
valt-diftance from the Sun, are,-by modern 
Naturalifts, {uppos’d to fhine by theirown 
Light, fo thofe illiterate Fifher-men, whom 
the Sun of Righteoufnefs call’d, and made 
the Light of the world, did, by vertue of 
the copious »Irradiations he vouchfaf'd 
them, diffufe far more Light: to mankird, 
chan the greateft Philofophers, that, being 
unaffifted by Divine Revelation, had onely 
their own native beams to fhine with. 
> And as oftentimes the fame Subje@, bur 


* 


varioufly confider’d, may afford both fome- 


what fit to be fhunn’d, andfomewhar fit to 
be imitated , fo, in that which we fuppofe 
out Reflector now confidering, hemay ea- 
fily difcern the Emblem : of an) ungrateful 
perfon: | For asthe Moon, though the re- 
ceive alltheLight that ennobles her from 
the Sun, doesyet, when fhe is admitted to 
the neareft ConjunGion with him, eclipfe 
that bright Planet, to which fhe owes all 
her {plendour; fo unthankful men abufe 
-thofe very favours that fhould endear. to 
them their BenefaG@ors, to the prejudice of 
thofe that obligethem.,. 38 
And’tis likethat our Reflector may, by 
the way, takenotice, That as what pales 
betwixt the Moon and the Sun, does thus 
afford him a Simile, whereby to fer forth 
H : Ingra- 
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ratitude ; fo what pafles betwixt the 
foon and the Sea, may fupply him with an 
example of the contrary quality, and put 
an mind, that athankful man will be 
and obfequious to his Benefa@or, 
gh the perfon that oblig’d him have loft 
ofperity that before made hin ‘con- 
mous, and attracted vulgar eyes, as the 
ea follows: the courfe of the Moon, not 
~-onely- when fhe fhines upon it with her. 
fall Light,. but’ when at the Change the 
~ can communicate little or no light to te. 
___.«'To:the two above-mentioned Attributes, 
Upon whofe account the Moon afforded a 
_-tomparifon for humane Profperity, and an- 
_ other for Preachers of the Gofpel, we will 
_ nowadd, That fhe may afford us a Simili- 
tude to fer forth a liberal Perfon by : For as 
the Moon freely communicates to: the 
> Barth, the Light{he receives from the Sun, 
_ fothe»bountiful perfon imparts to indigent 
‘men the Largefies he receives, from the 
-exubetant goodnefs of God, And as to 
—AntelleGual Communications the. Parallel 
will hold further, {ince ‘as the Moon en- 
joys not the lefs of Light, for her imparting 
‘fo much tothe Earth; fo in Mental Come 
“taunications Liberality does not impove-. 
_-tith, and thofe excellent gifts ccafe not to 
: ie potiels dy by beingimparred, And ‘tis 


very 


ve fible, ( to addthat upon the By ) 
Thee the light of the Meon has Cane. 
dingto what I lately noted) reprefented to 
our Contemplator the qualifications of a 
Preacher, itmay alfo put him in mind of 
the Duty of a Hearer. For, as it were very 
foolith in us, and unthankful cowards the 
Father of Lights, nottomake ufe-of the 
great Light we receive from the Suny by 
the Moon, or not to acknowledge the Moon 
to be a very ufeful Creature, upon the 
{core of thar Light, wherewith fhe thine’ 
upon the Earth, though, in her, that Light 
be deftiture of Heat ; fo it were unwife and 
ungrateful for Hearers to refufe to acknow- 
Jedge, or tobe guided by, the confpicuous 
Endowments of Learning and Eloquence, 
that God vouchfafes.to. great Scholars, 
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though they themfelves were but illuttra- 
ted, not warmed, by the Beams they: re- 

fle@: Bur therefore, as Oyfters, and other 
‘Shell-fith, are obferv’d to thrive at the In- 

‘creafe of the Moon, though her Light be 
unattended with Heat, and though even 

when the is at Full, (he wants not her {pots, 

fo devout Hearers will be careful to pro- 

fer proportionably to the Inftructions they 

receive even from thofe Preachers, whole 
Uluminations are unaccompani’d with Zeal 

: and Charity, and who, when they wet 
| with 


(59) | 
the greatelt Luftre, are not free from 
: Darknefles, as to fome’ Points, or 
om notorious Blemithes. . . 

_And as. the Moon may thus furnifh our 


entemplator with Similitudes, to fet forth 
“1 a Vertue.-anda Vice of the Mind, fo 
fupply, hina with an Emblem of its 
Gondition: Forasthe Light of the Moon 

sfometimes Increafing, and fometimes in 
the Wane, and not onely is fomerimes to- 

‘tally Eclips'd, but even when fhe is at the 
Full, isnever free from dark Spots; fo the 
mind of Man, ‘nay, even of a Chriftian, ts 


but partly enlighten’d, and partly in the 
dark, and is fometimes more, and fome- 
times lefs, Iluftrared by the Beams of Hea~ 
~ venly Light, and Joy, and not alone now 
‘and then quite Eclipfed by difconfolate 
“ Defertions, but even whemit receives the 
moft Light, and fhines the brightelt, knows 
2 batjin patty and is in patt lemith’d by 
| fts native Darknefles, and Imperfections. 
Andthefe Refemblances are not fo appro- 
 priated to. themindof Man, but that they — 
might: eafily be thewa to be applicable to 
 hiscendition, in:point of outward Profpe- 
tity, and Adverfity. And tothefe Refem- 
blances other Reflections on the. feveral 
Adjunéts of the Moon might be alfo added, 
together with feveral Examples of this na- 


La. ture 


rn SEY 


ae ae 
Cec). a 4 
ture‘on ‘other Subjects 5 were it not that I 
think my felf to have {pent time’ enough 
already upon a Theme, thar. fell but inct- 
dentally under my confideration ; and were. 
— it nor alfo, that the Refleétions which might 
here be annex’d upon the Attributes of other 
Objects, may be more properly fubjoyn’d 
to what tay be on another occafion pre- 
fented you, by way of Illuftration of fome 
pointed me that belong tothe fourth part 
of the precedent Seétion,in which my hafte, 

_ and fome’ other reafons, made me content 
my felf, to give fome few general Hints | 
about fuch Refle@ions, and an Intimation 
¢ the Topicks whence l am wont to fetch 
them. re TART a egea: 
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Nd having given you this Advertife- 
£ ment, ex paffant, we may now proceed 
alittle further, and add, that if we fuppofe 
out Contemplator’s thoughts to defcend, 
from Heaven to Earth, the far greatee mul- 
titude and variety of Objeas, they will 
meet with here below, will fuggeft to them 
much more numerous Reflections. But 
becaufe fo fpacious a Field for Meditation 
as the whole Earth, would afford us too 


~ 


Refle 


Woh) : 
La Theme. to be attempted onthis o¢., 
On. We will confine our Contemplator 
Garden; or rather to any one of the. 
of it, and take notice, not of. all the 
Jitations he might fetch thence,bur onely 
ot five of the confiderableft of thofe, 
@ viewing it, may, as he walks by at 
times, fupply him with. : 
then, in the Spring of the Year, our. 
leGtor fee the Gardener pruning a Fruir- 
tree, we may {uppofe him invited by that 


~ Objest, to reafon thus within him(elf ; 


Though one that were a Stranger to the 


Art of Gardening; would think, that thax 


Man‘ is an Enemy to ‘this Tree, and goes. 


about to deftroy it, fince he falls upon and 


wounds it, with afharp Iron, and {trikes off - 
feveral of its Youthful parts, as if he meant 


tO CUt it in pieces ; yet, he that knows, | 
thatthe Gardener’s arm is not fet on work 


_byAnger, but by Skill, will not conclude 


thag he hates the Tree he thus wounds, but 


that he hasa mind to have it Fruitful, and 


Judges thefe harfh means the fitreft to pro- 


duce that defirable Effec. And thus, what- 
ever a Man, unacquainted withthe ways and 


eieot Providence, may furmife, when 
_ he 


ees the Church not onely expos’d to 
the common AffliGions of humane Soci- 


_ ties, ( for that is but like our Trees being 


Lis expos’d 


ion ie ( 62 ) ’ 
expos’d to’ be weather-beaten by Winds, — 
and Rain) but diftrefs’d by fuch Perfecu- 

tions, as feem to be Divine InfliGtions; thar — 
invite Men to fay of the Body, what’the — 
Prophet fore-told fhould be faid of the — 
Head, We effeem’d him Stricken, fatten of © 
God, and afffted, VVhatever] fay, a carnal, 
or amoral, Man would be apt to imagine, 
upon fight of the Churches’ diftreffes ; the © 
knowing. Chriftian will not from thence | 
infer, that God hates Her, ot that he has 

abandon’d Her, fince ’tis He, that lovdhis | 

Church fo well, as to give Himfelf for’ it, | 
who declares, that as many as He loves,” 
Pp He rebukes, and chaftens. And this ts fo. 

John xs. fitly applicable alfo to particular Believers, 

* rhatis, that the Divine Son of the great * "yeopryos 
cultivator do’s not onely give us caufe to think, that 
of te Affli@ions do not fuppofe God's Hare, bur 

to hope that they may not always fuppofe 

Man’s Guilt, but fomerimes. rather aim at 

his Improvement; fince they are the me- 
motable words of our Saviour, {peaking o 

aha ty: hisEather, Every branch 12 me, that beayeth 

2, not Fruit, be taketh away, ‘and every Branch 
that beareth Fruit, he purgeth it, that zt may 
bring forth more Frait. And it may fome-, 
what illuftrare che Similitude, toadd, that. 
the Husbandman ufes onely to prune the 

Trees of his Garden, not thofe that grow 


Uhiah 53. 
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— 63) : 
wild in his WWoods.: Bur though he oftner 
und thefe, yet he wounds the other more 
ly, aeaploying bur the pruning Fook to 
off the fuperfuous Twiges,or, at moft, 
nches, of the one, whuil'tt he lays the 
to the root of the other, to fell the Tree 


on thefe are, nor the onely Thoughts, 
which the pruning of a Fruit-tree may fug- 
‘geftrorour Reflector : For if he confiders, 
Thar by cutting off feveral of the parts of 
the Tree, and by Nailing many. of the reft 
— tothe Wall, the Gardener do’s not onely 
~ fecure the Tree from being blown down, 
or torn, by the rudenenefs of boifterous 
_ Winds, but makes it look well fhap’d : Sd 
the Divine Husbandman, (as we have late- 
Ty feen God ftil’d in the Scripture) by the 
wife, and feafonable, hac: feemingly ri- 
gorous,and ufually unwelcome, Culture, he 

_ imploys upon thofe Children of his whom 
he affiats, do’s not onely prote&them from 

_ feveral dangers, whereto, without thofe 
harfhreftraints,they would be expos’d ; bur ~ 
ashe makes them amends in point of Safe 
_tys forwhar he denies them in point of jLi- 
betty, fo he adorns them by VVounding 
them, “Hisikind and skilful ftroaks adding 
as much to the Beauty of a Chriftian’s 
Mind; as. they cut away from the Super- 
. ei fluities 
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~~ fluitiesof his Fortune: “For the preflures of 


Afti@ion do give fo much {moothnefs and 
lofs to the Soul that bears them patently, 
and refion’dly, that the: Heathen Moralift 


co) 


_yentur’d to fay, Thar if theré were any 


Job 3. 3. 


Spectacle here below noble enough, and 
worthy to entertain the Eyes of God, it 
was that of a Good: Man, gereroutly con- 
tending with ill Fortune. And the Hyper 
bole. (though after this manner fomewhat 
loftilyexpreffed ) will appear the: lefs 
ftrange tohim that confiders, That Fob had 


not onely his Patience, when it had been 


7 


tried to the uttermolty crown’d witha Fors ~ 


tune double to that which had been the 
faireft in the Eait ; but before his conftancy 


was tried near. fo. far, receiv'd that much 


higher recompence of an Honour never - 


vouchfaf'd to. Mortals until then, when 
God himfelf did not onely approve, but 


( if I may fo {peak with reverence ) make _ 


his boaft of, a Man. Hast thou -confider'd 


(fays he to Man’s great Enemy:) my Ser-— 


vant Job, that there is none ke him in the 
Earth, a perfett; and an upright Man, one 
that feareth God, and-efcheweth Evil? and 


_ fill he holdeth faft bis Integrity, although thor 
moved’ ft me against bim to defray him with- 


out caufe. Sure one may call: him more thar. 
happy Job, fince, if, as David tells us, the 


| Man 
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what may that Man be accounted, 
1ofe Graces he vouchfafes to proclaim 2 


We 
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a>) : , CHAP: IV. 
oA Ndas the confideration of the prunine 


, of Trees, under the: Notion of thar 


n is happy whofe fins God 1s pleas’d ate 


~ which wounds them, may afford our Contem- 


~ plator the Reflections already pointed at ;) 
_ fothe confideting of the fame Action,under 
another Notion, may lead him to Refle- 


 @ions of another Nature : For if he ob- 


- fetves, that, in certain’ cafes, Gardeners of- 
~ tentimes do not onely:prune away all the 


“Suckers, and many of the Luxuriant {prizs,- 


~ But cut off fome of the Branches themfelves}. 
" provided they {pare the Matter boughs; 


and. yer: thefé “Ampurations; though they: 

“take much fromthe Tree, are defign’d to: 

add to the Fruit, as accordingly they are. . 
Wont todo + If, I fay,our Retlector takes. 


“notice ‘of - this; it may eafily fupply him 


with an illuftration of what he may have’ 


obferv’d amone fome Mei, who, by Af 

flictions; ev’'n in poitie of Fortune; aré’ 

brought to be far: miore charitable than they’ 

_ Would have been, if their peace and plenty: 

had continued unimpair’d. As, befides thac‘ 
as . 
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Saint Paul, {peaking of the Macedentan 
Churches, gives them this Character, T bat 


in agreat trial of Afftiion, the abundance of 


their Foy, and thetr deep Poverty, abounded 
unto the Riches of their Liberality ; We 
have in Zachews a memorable Inftance to 
our prefent purpofe, fince, after his Repen- 
tance had, by his own confent, cut off trom 
his Eftate more than all chat Slander, Op- 


preffion, and other unjuft ways of Getting, — 
( which us’d to bring in but too great a part 
of aPublican’s ) had added to it; he gave : 
away more, out of the Remainder of his 


Eftate, than every liberal Man would have 
done outof the whole, His Wealth, like 
askilfully prun’d Tree bore the more Fruit 


to Piety ; for -having had fome parts of it 


cutaway, he grew Rich (ingood works } 
by being defpoil'd, and his. Charity in- 
creas‘ as much as his Fortune was lef- 
fen ae) ons ae . 

If, towards the end of the Spring, our 


Refle@tor fee the Ground under his Tree 


ftrowed with the Bloffoms, that, Time and. 
Winds may have caft down thence, ‘tis, 
like it would, furnith him with this confide-, 


ration, That, as though the Blofloms are it 


themfelves great Ornaments-toa Tree, and. 
oftentimes both ufeful and pleafant things, 


yet to be feafonably depriv’d of them, is 
ou pot 


eo ese? sy 
pot a mifchief to the Tree that lofes them 3 
 fince; till the Blofloms are gone, the Fruit, 
which is a better and more lafting thing, 
‘and more principally intended by Nature, 
¢annot be had: So it will not always fol- 
~ Jow, that becaufe certain things ate in their 
“ind defirable, and therefore may be rec- 
_koned among Goods, the lofs or depra- 
 yation of them muft neceflarily be an 
Evil. And fo, though a fair and healthy 
Body may be look'duponas aBlelling, yer 
it will not follow, that a Death (as the o} 3, xy 
_ Scripture fpeaks') either tz ot forthe Lord, cig «7 
 becaufe it throws this flourifhing Body to 217"°"- 
ler oe ii ‘ Teo. : 
+ the Ground, and makes it rot there, mult Revel, 14 
needs be a deplorable Evil; fince, as the '3- 
Bloffoms falling off, is, according to the’ 
 gourfe of Nature, neceflarily previous to 
the formation, or at leaft the perfection, of 
the Fruit : So the being depriv’d of this- 
Life, is, according to God’s Ordination, 2° 
-neceflary Antecedent to our being inrich’d’ 
_ withthofe’ more'folid and durable bleffines 
of perfect Virtue and Happinefs. ee 


-Andif, whilt our Conteiplatot’s Tree! 
is adorn’d with Leaves, as well as Bloffoms, 
€as'we often fee feveral of the former come” 
before alf the latrer are gone’) he chance to 
__ take notice how bufie the. Bees are in fuck- 

ing thefe, whil'ft ‘they leave the others un- : 
Se. F 2 | touch’d, 


oe 
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touch’d, he may peradventure make this, 
or fome fuch other Refleétion on it; Thar, 
though the Leaves be not onely Ornaments 
~ of a Tree, but Produdtions, often ufeful to 
fhade and fhelter the Fruit, and are of a. 
more folid Texture, and a more durable 
‘Nature than the Blofloms, whichfeem to be 
of a flighter make, and rather gawdy and 
delighttul than latting ; yet tis not about 
the Leaves, burthe Blofloms, that the in- 
duftrious Bee afliduoufly imploys her.time, 
as fucking from thofe gawdy productions of 
the Tree, ftore of that. Honey which the 
Leaves would not afford her, 
Thus, though the Aah written about 
~ Dogmatical and. Controverfial points in 
Divinity, may be in their kind valuable and 
ufeful productions of skill in Theology, and. 
may fecm more {trong and fubftantial Com- 
pelures, and likely to retain their Repura-. 
tions longer, than Books of Devotion ; yet 
"tis of thefe, rather chan thofe, that rhe de- 
vout Chriftian will be a follicitous Perufer 5. 
fince ‘tis nor from barren, though folid Af- 
_ fertions or Difputes, but from florid and 
pathetical Books of Devotion, which firlt 
allure the Reader, and then affeé him, that, 
the devout Soul extracts her Honey, I mean 
\thofe Celcftial pleafures that, refule from, 
‘as wellas maintain, a free communion with 
np God, 


(69) 
od, which does at once both exercife her 
Devotion, and recompenfe it, and afford 
ner, as Elowers do the ‘Bee, an Aliment 
equally Nutritive and Delicious. “ 
Andhe may fomewhat illuttrate, as well 


‘ascontinue, the Allufion. further, by éonfi- 
dering » That Silk-worms that live upon 
_ Leaves, and Bees thar feed on Flowers and 


: Blofloms, do indeed both of them thrive 


‘ upon their refpeGtive Aliments, and are 


thereby enabled to prefent Men with ufeful 


_ productions, bur with this ditierence; That 


the fubtil threds of Silk-worms ferve prin- 


o cipally tocloath others, whereas the Honey 
__ that is elaborated by the Bee, does not onely 


 fupply others wich a healing and cleanfing 
_ Medicine in fome Diftempers, but afords a 
great deal of pleafure to the Bee her felf: 


_ For thus, though as well the diligent Studiers - 


of Speculative and Polemical Divinity, as 
the careful Perufers of Books of Devotion, 


_ may be advantag’d by what they Study, yer. 
this difference may be obferv’d betwixt 
_ them, that the former may,by the Difcourfes 


they read, be alfifted to write others of the 


‘like Nature, whereby their Readers may be 


enabled to talk with more Acutenefs, ‘and 
Applaufe, but the latrer may not onely be 


~aflilted by making fuch Compofures as they 
_ affiduoufly converfe with, to contribute to 
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the cleanfing of Men’s Confciences from 
Dead works,and as well pacifie the troubles 
of their Minds, as heal the Wounds which 
Schifm or Scandal may have given to the 
~ Church ; but do often, in the firlt place,feel 
themfelves all the Joys, and Advantages, 
chey would procure to others, and they hap- 
pily find Pious Reflections, Devout Solilo- 
quies;Ardent Ejaculations,and other Mental 
Entertainments of a Religious Soul, to be 
of a Nature not onely fo {weet, but fo im- 
proving, and fo advantageous, that whil’ft 
many other laudable Imployments recom- _ 
mend us to the Students of Theology, thefe 
more efpecially recommend us to the Au- 
thor of it, and indearus to God himfelf, 
~ If when our Fruit-tree has chang’d its 
white Livery for a Green, our Confiderer 
~ chance to take notice how thick’tis fer with 
Leaves, of which it had not one fome 
Moneths before, it may poffibly put him in 
mind ‘of the Inftabilicy of their condition, 
that are undefervedly envied for a Nume- 
rous train of fuch feeming Friends, and 
gawdy Attendants, as are fo to the Fortune, 
rather than the Perfon: For, asin the Sun- 
{hiny moneths of Summer, when the fair 
weather would keep the Tree warm eneugh 
without the help of Leaves, it is wontto 
cover'd with thofe scammer: a 

~ Joles 
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es them all in Winter, when it needs 
ir thelter from the Rigors of thar Cold 
 feafon: Sothofe, that during the Sun-fhine 
ef ptofperity, are befer with feeming 
Friends, of which they had no need, find 
“themfelves left naked, and forfaken of them 
all,when Adverfity would make their Com- 
pany of fome Advantage. If our Contem~ 
nlator charice to obferve how his Tree flou- 
ridhes with verdant Leaves,and gawdy Blof- 
foms, at that Seafon of the Year, when it is 
_ providing to bring forth Fruir, it may put 
fio in mind of the pleas’dnefs and alacrity,, 
with whicha Charitable perfon thould 
himfelf to che doing of good, and mind him, 
_ That as the God of Nature loves a cheerful 
Giver, fothe temper of a liberal Perfon is 
pointed out by Nature her felf, in a Tree, 
which feems to triumph in all the Ornaments 
it can puton, when it is about to exhautt the 
greatelt part of its own {tock of Sap to pror 
duce Fruits which onely others are to eat. 
If he take notice of the order wherein ’tis 
ufual: for the Leaves and Bloffoms to pre- 
céde the Fruit, it may poffibly invite him to 
look withamore favourable Eye upon the 
green and immature Eilays of early Wri- 
ters, if they difcover, that the Auchor aims 
at good things, though he does not yet per- 
__ form great ones: For,however thefe Youth- 
ae F 4 ful 
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ful productions of the Pen are commonly 


rather. pleafing and florid, than otherwile 


confiderable, yet if they be good: for their 
Seafon, and in their Kind, though that kind 
it felf be not of the ufefullett, they may de- 
ferve pardon, and perhaps incouragement ; 
fice, though they be not yet folid, they may 
promife fomething that willke fos andev'n | 


the beft Trees prefent us their Blofloms, 


before they give us their Fruit. . 


, Tf the fame Contemplator happens to fee 


young people firft fhake the Tree in vain,and 
then climb it to gather unripe Fruit, it may 
afford him areprefenration of Men’s over- 
eager and unumely perfuits of feveral defir- 
able things, and efpeciglly of Honour: For, 
as green Fruit, though He a good Kinds will 
not eafily be thaken down by them. that 
would gather it, but reduces them either to 
climb the Tree,or forcibly ftrike it off, which 
commonly bruifes, and disfigures whar it 
procures ; and as che Fruit, when thus, ob- 
taind, is but fowr, and uawholfome, being 
neither {weerned nor concocted by Maturity, 


‘fothat it ufually both fers the Teeth on edge, 
and breeds Sicknefs in the Body, whereas, 


af the fame Fruit were let alone till. ic were 
fully Ripe, and ia Seafon, it would both rea- 
dily drop into the Eater’s mouth, and prove 


delicious, and more wholfome Food : So, 


7 avhen 


(73) 
1en we greedily purfue after Honour, and 
leafure,of which this Life is not the proper 
on, we not onely meet with Difficulties 
quiting them, but find not, in pofleffing 
,either that Satisfaction,or that Advan- 
y that the Eagernefs of our unruly Appe- 
- sites promifes us; whereas, if we would ltay 
_.contentedly till God’s time be come, (which 
is alivays the bett, ang fitreft) we fhould nor 
fteal, or force, but receive unfading Ho- 
nours, and uncloying Delights, by being pre- 


fenced, with Jncorruptible Crowns of Glory, by ps 


— him, with whom there is fulue{s of Foy, aud at. 


whofe right: hand (the Station defion’d for Pfal. 16. 


~ thofe that overcome the World’s Allure-®* 
“ments, and their own Impatience ) there are 
 Pleafuves for evermore ; that is, Eternal 
Ones... | | c i 
__ -Laftly, if towards the end of Summer, or 
_ of Autumn, our Reflector,coming to vifit his 
Inttructive Tree, find it prefent him ftore of 
_ Fruit, and perhaps obferves it to be grown 
» taller fince the laft Winter, each Bough 
will afford hima lively Emblem of atrue 
Believer. For, as the loaded Branch makes 
ule of the moifture it artracs from the 
_ dirty ground, to recede asmuch as it can 
fromtheEarth, and fpends its {ap in fhoor- 
ng up towards Heaven, and bearing Fruit 
for Men: fo the devour Chriftian im- 
my eae proves 
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proves the Bleffings he'teceives of this in- 
feriour VWWorld, to elevate his mind above 
it: And theufe thathe makes of earthly 
Goods, and Advantages, is to raife his 
grateful Soul nearer to God, and difpenfe 

them by works of Charity to mien. 


‘A 


CHAP. V. 


PE —Hele (Sophronia) are fome, and but 
- fome, of the Thoughts, which the 

~ Occafional Confideration of a Fruit-trec. 
might fuggett to a Confidering Perfon, And 
if we fhould lead our Reflector from the 
‘Garden to the Woods, ot to the River fide, 
ot into the Fields, orto the Street, orto a 
_ Library, or to the Exchange, or, ina word, 
to 1 know not how many other places | 
could name, I have fome réafon tothink, 
that each of them would fupply him with 
variety of Occafional Meditations. VVhere- 
fore, fincé the want of Themes will not; *tis 
fit that fomewhar elfe thould, ‘place Bounds 
tothis Difcourfe. Aind fince,by finding, that 
T my felf begin to be weary of writing, | 
have too much’ caufe to fear that you arc 
quite tir’d with reading, I think tt high time 
to haften to a’ Conclufion: Onely, before I 
make one, I mutt do our Meleteticks the 
right: 
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tto advertife you, that you: would do 
them wrong if you fhould imagine, thar id 
the pafs'd Difcourfe I have either carefully 
enumerated, or fully difplai’d, the Advan- 
» which a devout and ingenious Con~ ° 
Jator may derive from the Exercife of 
he ways of Thinking I have been treating 


_ of. For,though I have in the paft Difcourfe, 
| efpecially thofe parts of it that are contain’d 
inthe 3“precedent, and in this prefenr 4" ~ 


Seétion, faid enough to recommend the Sub- 


_ je& toany that is not much indifpos’d to be 
_ prevail’d with; yer1 will not deny, but thar, 


even in thofe two SeGtions, I have left much 


~unfaid. | 

_ For, befides the feveral Advantages and 
ways of making Occafional Meditations al- 
_ ready poinred at, there are other accounts 


— 


hy 


Me 


upon which the practice I would sabisgons 
may both benefit a pious Soul, andbe made 


_ ufe of by an ingenious one. For the refpeéts 
one thing may have to another are fo num- 
berlefs, and the mind ‘of a rational man, 


vers'd in Meditations, may compound and . 
disjoyn Notions fo many ways, and may 
make fuch Inferences from them, and fuch 


Applications of chem, that it frequently 


happens, thar befides the Reflection, fug- 


2) an by that which gave the firt Rife to 


fis Meditations, he lightsupon Conceipts 
: differing 


(76) | 
differing enough from them, and perhaps 
berter than they: As when Hounds, hunting 
a Hare, mect in their way with a Stag. For, 
though Philofophers feem to have juttly 
enough rejected the Opinion, attributed to 
Plato, That all Knowledge ts but Remiz{cence, 
yet certainly the Mind of aMan well fur- 
nith’d with variery of Notions, is,by theAna- 
logy or Contrariety of Things and Notions, 
in reference to each other, fo eafily and rea- 
dily excited to lay them together, and dif- 
courfe upon them, that he is oftentimes by 
any fleight occafion rs 38 to light ( and, 
thar with a ftrange: and almoft furprizing fa- 
cility) upon things that he would elfe have 

— fearce taken the leaft notice of. When the 
Mind is once fer on work, though the Occa- 
fion adminiftred the firft Thoughts, yer thofe 
thoughts themfelves, may, as well asthe 
Obje& thar excited them, become the 
Themes of further Meditation: and the 
Connection of Thoughts within the Mind, 
may be, and frequently is, folatent, and fo 
ftrange, that the Meditator will oftentimes 
admire to fee how far the Notions he is at 
lenoth Icad to, are removed from thofe 

which the fir Rife of his Meditation fug- 
gefted. And by thefe Incidental Excurfions 
he may fometimes be as much delighted and 
furpris’d, as Samfon was, when going afide — 
me to 


Judges 14, 
3. 


‘ 


' Ca 
look upon the Carcafs of a Lion; he me¢ 
BOCK OLE OREY fons de4 3 
But Ican add onething towards the in- 
g youto exercife your felf in the wa 
inking, we have all this while been 
ng of, which though J had almoft for- 
© take notice of it will, I doubr not, 
Important to. Sophronia, to whom it 
not be adifcouragement, from aiming 
neof the nobleft uics of Occafional Re- 
edtions,thar it fuppofes not a bare acquain- 
mice with them, but {prings from an entire 
id ( if] may fo fpeak) intimare familiarity 
hour Meleteticks. For this ufe of Occa. 
onal Meditations, though it do but gradu. 
ally ditfer from fome of thofe that have been 


already mentioned, will ethaps by the de~ 
: and confequently by Sophronia ) be 
efteemed the highett Advantage thar this. 
way of Thinking can confer ; and itis, Thar. 
the cuftom of making Occafional Refle&ions. 
“may infenfibly , and by unperceiv’d degrees, 
Work the Soul to a certain frame, or temper,” 
Which may not improperly be called Hea- 
-venly Mindednefs, whereby fhe acquires an 
Aisece. and difpofitionto make pious Re- , 
Hections upon almoft every Occurtence,and__ 
oftentimes without particularly defigningir, 
“But as.this privilege will, as1 was Intima~ 
ng; {carce fall to the fhare of any but Pile 
that 
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that, by long or frequent Exercife, have fo 
accuftom’d their minds to refle& upon what 
they fee, that they continue that practice, as 
it were, of their own accord, {o when once, 
by fuch a conftant kindnefs and -hofpitable- 
nefs to fuch thoughts, that they will, as it 
-were,come to the mind without calling, and 
make themfelves its guetts, without patti- 
cular Invitations, the Soul has attain’d that 
defirable Frame we lately call’d Heavenly 
mindednefs, which is a Difpofition and a 

Readinefs to make Spiritual ufes of Earthly 
things, both the Advantage and the Delight 
ofthat frame of heart cannot but be extra- 
ordinary. «It mutt furely afforda great deal 
- of farisfaGion toan Ingenious and Devout 
pérfon, to beable to make the world both 

his Library ‘and his Oratory. And which 

way foever heturns his eyes (not onely up~ 

of unobvious things, but even upon the 

snot familiar ones ) to behold fomethins: 

that inftrués, or that delights him. And to 

fad that almoft every. objet that refents 
it felf to-his notice, prefents alfo good 

Thoughts to his Mind, tobe gather’d with 

as much Innocency and Pleafre, and with 

as little prejudice to the things thar afford 

them, as Honey is gather'd by the induftri- 
ous Bee from the differing Flowers fhe 

meets with inher way. Certainly, if we 

? He "would 
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vould carefully lay hold on, and-duly man-' 
e, this help, it would prove.a. powerful 
meédy to prevent.or cure much-of thar 
Unefs and Droufinefs, that do. fo fre 
ntly {mother or blemith our Devotion, 
ere would fcarce any thing pafs.us, our 
of which we would nor {trike fome {park or 
~ other of that Heavenly Fire, of that would 

not, contribute fomething, .either-to kindle 
It, or tofeedit, orto revive ic. If but half 
the pretious time .we impertinently trifle, 
or fquander away, . upon Employments 
that will be fure to colt us either 'Tears or 
_ Bluthes,were carefully laid outin the culti- 
~_vating of this kind of T houghts, it might of- 
_ ten fave our Minifters the labour of infifting 
_ fo long upon the Ufes of their Do@tines, 
~ when the whole VVorld would bea Pulpit, 
__ every Creature turna Preacher, and almoft 
every Accident fuggeft an Ue of Inftru- 
_ Gtion, Reproof, or Exhortation. No Burial 
but would toll a Pafing-bell to <put.us in 

~ mind of our ‘Mortality : No Feat but would 

- thake us afpire to the Marriage-feaft of the 

_ Lamb: No Crofs but would add to our De- 
fires to be diffoly’d and. to be with Chrift : 
~ No Mercy but would bea freth Engage- 
_ Ment unto Obedience to fo good a Matter 
asthe Author of it: No Happinefs of others, 
_, but would prove an Encouragement to ai 


= ee 
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No Mifery of others, but would awake «and 
heighten our Gratitude, that we- are privi- 
lede’d from It: No Sinin our Neighbours, 
chat would not diflwadeus from what we 
{ee look’d fo unhandfomely in others : Nor 


him that can give That, and much greater 


any Virtue of theirs, but would excite our 


Emulation, and {pur us on to imitate or fur- 
pafs It. Ina word, when the devout Soul is. 
“ome to make that true ufe of the Creatures, 
as to look upon them as men do upon water, 
thar the Sun gilds wich his Beams, that is; 


not fo muchfor it felf as for the Reflective — 


vertue it has to reprefent amore glorious 
Objet ; and when the has, by long practice, 
gecuftom’d her felf to fpiricualize all’ the 
Objects and Accidents that occtit to her; I 


fee not why that praétice may not be one of ~ 


the mo éfeétual means for making good 
that magnificent Affertion of the Apoftle; 
That all things work together for good to them 
that loveGod, Adevout Occafional Medi- 
tation, from how lowa Theme foever it. 
takes its’ Rife, being like Jacob’s Ladder, 


* 


the top reach'd up to Heaven, = 


_ whereof though the foot-lean’d on the Eavth, 


(gH Ber. 
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REF LECTION S. 


The I. SECTION. 


Regie cy ton iT, 


upon his manner of giving Afeat ta 
bis Dogg. 


spGnorancly thankfull Creas 
S ture, thou begs%t in fuch 
<9 2 way,that by what would 
ME appear aa antedated Gra- 
) titide, if ic were not a 
WES defionlefs AGion 5 tne 
manner of thy Petitioning, before-hand 
a. M 


a rewards. 


eee 
rewards the Grant of thy Requeft ; thy 
Addreffes and Recompence beitig fo made 
and order’d , that the Meat 1 caft thee 
may very well feed Religion in me. For, 
bot obferve this Dogg, 1 hold him ‘out 
Meat, and my inviting Voice loudly ‘en- 
courages and invites him to take it: °Tis 
held indeed higher than he can Leap ; and 
yet, if he Leap not at it, J do not give | 
it him bur if he do, Ile it fall half way 
into his Mouth. Not unrefemblingly deals 
~ God with us; He thews and holds forth 
to us (the Soul’s true Aliment) Eter- 
nal Glory, and his moft Gracious Word. 
{ammons and animates us to attempt tt. 
Alas ! it is far above the reach of our 
Endeavours, and our Deferts, and yet if 
we afpire not to it, and ftrive not for it, 
in vain do we expea it; burif we faith- 
fully do what in us lies, and our Endea- 
_-vours’ itrain themfelves to their utmoft, 
' God mercifully allows the VVill for the 
Effe@ , meafures our petforinances » by 
. what they aim’d ar, and favourably: ac- 
cepting what we can do, for what we 
thould: do , He fupplies the imperfecti- 
ons of our faint, bue yer afpiring At- 
rempts, by. ftooping Condefcentions 5 and 
what our Endeavours’ want of reaching 
7 | up 


DOD Cee 

ip to, his Grace and Acceptation brings 
lown. Piety is the condition , though 
t the price, of Heaven; and (like the 
edding Garment in the Parable ) 
jough it give us not 4 Right to the Bea- 
fick Feaft , is, yer, that without which 
fhall be admitted as a duely qua- _ 
Pd Guelt: Fort though we cannot reach - 
leaven by our good Works, we hall not 
beain it without them. 


REFLECTION, IL 


Upon his diftilling Spirit of Rofes in 
a Limbick. ae 


wNe that knew how well I love the 
_# {cent of Rofes, and were ignorance 
of the Ufes of this way of Diftillations 
would; queftionicfs; think me very ill 
advis’d , thus hattily to deprive my 
If of the Flowers I moft love, and em= 
oy Art to make them wither fooner 
an Nature would condemn them to 
5 but thofe that know, both the f2- 
ng condition of Flowers, ( which; un- 
mprovd by Art, delight bur whillt they 


arey 


Cree eS 


are, what they cannot long be, fre(h ). 


and the exaltins Efficacy of this kind of 


Diltillation , will think this Artificial 
way, that Chymifts take, of {poiling them, 
is an effect as well of their Providence 
as their Skil: [For that pleafing and 
forightly foent, that makes the Rofe fo 
welcome to us, is_as fhort-liv’d and 


perifhing, as the Flower, that harbours 


it, is fading ; and though my Limbick 
fhould not, yet a few days inevitably 
would, make all thefé Rofes wither. But 
by this way of ordering my Rofes, though 
I cannot preferve them, I can preferve © 


_ that Spirituous and pre eae of them, 
- for whofe fake it is, chat I fo 


much prize 
and cherith this fore of Flowers; which, 
by this means, I preferve, not indeed in 
the fading Body, but in the nobler and 
abltracted Quintelfence ; which purer and 
laftinger Portion of thems will be more 
highly fragrant than ordinary Rofes are 
wont to be, ewn whiltt they are frefh, 
in that Scafon, when thofe Flowers, that 


‘have not been thus early and purpofely 


deftroy’d, will, according to the courfe ot 


- Nature, whereto they are left, wither and 


putrifie, 


nS 


‘Thus 


te Cie I i 
Thus he that fees a charitable Pers 
of, liberally part with thar Money, 
ich others are fo fond of , if he be 

anger to the Operations of Faith, 
the Promifes of the Gofpel, he will 
pt to miftake the Chriftian’s Libe- 
ity for Folly, or Profufion , and to 
nk “that he is fallen our with his 
Money : But he that remembers how 
ear a Profpe& , and how abfolute a 
Difpofal of the future, the Scripture of 
Truth (to ufe an Angel’s expreffion ) af- 
ctibes to him , that bid: his Difciples 
make themfelues Friends with the uncer-" 
tain (or urfaybfull) Mammon, ( for fo 
the ufe I fometimes meet with of tke 
Greek word, together with the Con- 
" text; invites me to render it) That when 
we fail, they may receive us into ever- 
tasting Piatitations = ard he that thal! 
_ likewife confider , not only the tranfi- 

tory Nature of VVorldly Polfeffions , 
~ (from which their Perifhing, or ours, 

will be fure e’r lone to Divorce us) 
but the ineftimable Advantage, with which 

we fhall receive in Heaven whatever 

ae ‘i ‘ é 

we employ in pious Ufes kere on Earth, 

Will conclude this way of parting with 

our VVealth , the fureft and gainfulleft 

f M3 gag 
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way of preferving it ; fince the Chriftian, 
by parting but with what ( however ) 
he could not long keep, thall, through 
God’s smunificent Goodnefs , obtain a 
much more valuable Treafure, that he 
fhall never lofe : So that thus to fa- 
crifife WVealch ro Charity , is not an 
‘early lofs of it, bur the right way of 
fecuring it ; for by this gainfull way, 
when we (hall, in agother VVorld, be 
patt the poflibility of pofleffing our Ri- 
ches in Kind , fuch an Employment of 
them may help us to enjoy them, though _ 
‘not in the capacity of Riches, yet in that 
“noble capacity of Goods, undgr which No- 
tion alone they are defirable ; and thus 
laid up, they may there procure us, what 
they could never here atford us, Happi- 
Nek ) | 


RE- 
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REFLECTION Ul. 


“Upon his being 12 great Danger wandying, 
~~ on Mendip Hills, among covey'd 
Lead Mines that be knew 
not of. 


(Ow have I travell’d all this while 
L Bupon the Brink of the Grave! oJ 
thought only to be ouc of my Way, 
but Fetle dream’d to! be fo near the end © 
of all -my. Journeys, in.that of my Life ; 
by Traverling to and fro amongit thofe 
_ deep and coverd Pits, upon any one ef 

which if my Horfe had burt acd to | 
fumble, (and the very Mine-men I ac 
fdength met with, think ic a kind of Mi- 
* racle he did not) T had been Kill’d gnd ~ 
Bury'd at once, and my Fate had been 
' for ever as much conceal’d from my 
_ Friends as my Body: And all this ef- 
“cape a VVork fo totally of God’s Good- 
- hefs, that I did not fo much as know my 
_ Danger till was patt it; fo thacic feem’d, 
“fent, but to give me occafion of rejoy- 
'cine in my Deliverance. How vait a 
" Debt of Gratitude then do I owe to 
a aca Mog eo? Ua 


BO sc, : Cie 
God? and how extremely do I fall thor 
of acquitting my felf of it ? fince, be- 
~~ fides, that T make him bur very unfuita- 
ble Returns for the Bleflings I know I have 
receiv'd, I receive from him fignal Blef- 
fings, that I do not fo much as know of, 
and which confequently I am very un- 
like particularly ‘to acknowledge. Bur 
this gracious Refcue, from fo great and 
unexpeéted a Hazard, hall, I hope, teach 
~me henceforth to beware, both of fecu- 
rity, fince I often fall into Dangers that 
I know not, and ‘of Diftrufts of God’s 
Providence , fince I have found it fo © 
 warchfull to deliver me from thofe thatk 


_ \ fear’d ge 
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REFLECTION’ ry. 


Ways 


_JEtre is a patch of way, to which 
i fany lefs fmoorh than a Bowling- 
reen were rugged , and in which de 
ems not only fo unlikely, but fo diffi 
t, for a Horfe to trip 5 that nothin 

ould have made me believe a Horie 
ould have ftumbled: here > but. thar 
nine has. dangeroufly done fo, This 
de has this very Evening carty’d me 
tely through ways, where ftumbles 
re fo much to be expected , thar 


e could not faulter in it, only out of 
and Trial, he falls under me 


¢ as Danger : But ’tis too 
tual wich us , unfaultringly to traverfe 


erity > That Fortune ruins more Per. 
a. fons 


\ 


| (MPI. 
fons whilf fhe Embraces them , than 
whilft fhe would Crufh them: + But 
though the Obfervation be very com- 
" paetts. it 1S Ot PAeKe fo, than ‘tis to 
fee evn thofe that make it , add to 
the -inftances that juttifie ics. I have 
feldome yet been {o fortunate as to be 
“obnoxious to that Jefs frequently. pitied 
than difarming Danger: Fortune has fel- 
dome. yet youchfaf'd to turn) Syren to 
" pervert me 5 ‘and fhe has hitherto gi- 
ven me much more: Exercife for my 
-Conftancy than for my Moderation, 1 
“think too 5 that without flandering my 
{elf I may confefs, thar I have fome- 
times. wifht my (elf in the Lifts with 
that bewitching Enemy, Profperity ; and 
increasd the Number of thofe many, 
who never think fo fair an Adverfary 
formidable . till © they find themfelves 
Vanquifh’d’ by her : But upon fecond 
Thoughts , 1 judge ir better, to leave 
the choice of my Antagonilt. to’ im, 
who not only beft knows my Strength, 
bur gives it me 5 efpecially , when I 
eres that as we are all of us naturally 
{ach Stumblers, that (as Solomon {peaks 
in fomewhat another fence ) eventhe qust 
Maz falls feven times aDay, Pro. 24- * 
9g 


it is obfervd in Stumblers , thar 

are moft fo in fair way; into 
ich , if Providence lead my fteps, I 

think it feafonable to pray , and 
ws not tnto Temptation; and (half 
think it unfeafonable to “remember , 
at Ice is at once the {mootheft and 
the flippereft of ways , and that (the 
difhnefs of our Natures well confi. 
rd) there is no way wherein’ we 
ght to Travel with more heed , than 
at whofe treacherous . Evennefs would 
vert us from taking heed to ou: | 
Be Bago Or at eS pr ee 
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REFLECTION V. — 


) Mpon two very miferable Beggars, a 
begging together by. the : 
boat Hleghomaye 9 


st this fore-mof Wretch; whofe 
f-) ftrange Deformity and ghaftly Sores 
equally exact our Pity and our Hor- 
rour; he’ feems fo fir an Objet for 
Compaffion.,° that not to oak it fe. 
wards him can fcarce proceed from any 
other Caufe than the not having any at 
all: The fadnefs of his Condition is aug-_ 
mented by his want of Eyes to fee it; 
and his Mifery is fuch, that ic calls for . 
an incteafe of Pitty, by. his being fo 

Diftraéted , as to defire a longer Life, 
or rather longer Death : He {ues more 


 movingly to the Eye than to the Ear ; 
‘and does Petition much lefs by what 


he fays, than what he is : Each feve- 


tal Member of his tortur’d Body 1s a 


new Motive to Compaffion , and every 
Part of it fo loudly pleads for Pitty, 
that (as of Scoulds) it may (in ano- 
ther fence) be faid of him , that be # 

a 


+ 


hot only heap’d 
‘him : His ps 


tanflate now (O my Soul) all chis 
o Spirituals ; and as we meature the 
ightnefs of Lines, not by a Ramms 
mn, bue a Ruler; fo be not thou fo 
» 4s to infer thy Health from others 
re forlorn and ‘defperate Difeafes - 
t not the greater diltialey of another’s 
>» leflen-the follicitoufnels of thy 
for thine, nor make thee the lefs 
: earneft 


Ri.) Wencccmed 
earnelt in the Imploring and Labourine 
for Relief. In fo deprav'd an Age as 
Ours, one may (and perhaps in vain 
too) fearch Hell to find wickeder Men 
than are to be, but too frequently; mret 
with upon Earth : He will {earce. be 
innocent , thar ‘will think himfelf fo -as 


a 


long as he finds a Man mote culpable 
than he ; and he fhall fearce ever judge | 
himfelf Guilty , whom the fight of a | 


Guiltier will abfolve : Nor will that 
Man (till’tis perhaps too late ) be apt 


to attempr~ an Efcape from the Pollutions 


of the world , that ftays till he can fee 
‘none mote inextricably intangl’d in them 
- than himfelf. Do nor therefore, O my 


Soul, content thy felf with that poor 
comparative’ Innocence that in Heaven. 


(which it will never bring thee too ) 
has no place, by reafon of the abfence 
of all vitious Perfons ; and in Hell it 
felf (which it fecures not from) can 
afford only the ill Natur’d confolation of 
not being altogether as Miferable as the 
- wretchedeft Perfon in thar place of Tor- 
ment. . 


RE 
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REFLECTION VL 


Sitting at eafe ina Coach that went 
very fast. . 


_ AS falt as chis Coach goes, I fic in it 
£3 fo much at Eafe, that whilft its ra- 
pid Motion makes others fufped& thar I 
_ am running for a VVager , this lazy Po- 
we, and this foft Sear, do almoft as 
uch invite me) to Reft, as if I were 
‘A-bed. The hafty VVheels: ftrike fire 
ut of the Flints they happen to run 
ver , and yet this felf-fame fwiftnefs of 
hefe VVheels, which, were I under them, 
would make them Crufh my Bones 
‘themfelves into Splinters , if not into a 
Jelly , now I am feared over them, and 
bove their reach , ferves bur to carry 
‘me the fafter towards my Journey’s end. 
Jatt fo it is with outward Accidents, and 
Conditions , whofe reftlefs Viciffitudes 
too juftly and too fitly refemble 
to VWVheels : VVhen they meet 
ha Spirit that lies proftrate ‘on the 
ound , and falls Groveling beneath | 
#hem, they diforder and opprefs ic : Bur 
l€, Whofe high Reafon, and exalted ssc 


a ee 
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has, by a noble and fteddy Contempt of 
them, plac’d him above them; may enjoy a 
happy and a ferled Quiet, in {pight of all 

~ thefe bufie Agitations, and be fo far. from - 

~— refenting any prejudicial difcompofute from 

- thefe inferiour Revolutions; that all thofe 
changes, thar are taken for the Giddy turns 
of Fortuine’s VVheel;(hall ferve to approach — 
him the fafter to the bleft Manfion he would 


arrive at. 


REELECTION VII. 


a rt ene 


pon the sight of a Wind-mill flanding g 
| all, 


Genorio, Eufebius, Lindamor. 


«Gen. Our Eyes, Gentlemen, have 
been fo long fix’d upon this 
Wind-mill, that in fpight of the Barren- 
nefs of the Subject, I cannot but fufpect it 
may have afforded one, ot each of you, an 
Occafional Meditation: = gs 
Eufeb, To juftifie yout Conjedture 5 
Genorio, 1 will confefs to you, That I was 
confidering with my felf, that if one, who 
knew not the Miller’s Trade, and Defigns 
fhould look upon this Structure, he cae 
7 ) thin 


¥ 
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ink the Owner worthy of fo incommo- 
us a Manfion, if not of aRoom in Bed- 


rick in a Solitary place, and upon the 
-and bleak ae of a {welling Ground, 
ere nothing fhelrers ic from the Violence 
a Wind, whilft its high Scituation ex- 
sit tothe fucceflive Violences of them 
: But he chat is acquainted with the 
gencies of the Miller’s Defign, and 
ade, will think he has madea very pro- 
er choice, in feating himfelf in a place 


_ not be able ro make an Advantage of. And 

having confider’d this ,Gesorio,my Thoughts, 
when you interrupted them, were making 
this Application of ic, That we ought not 


to be too forward to cenfuré Men, other- 
~ wife Virtuous, and Difcreet, for engaging 
_ themfelves upon fome accounts to trouble- 
~ fome and unfertling Employments ; for 
if th’end be not mifchofen, rhe means are 


i ERE 


“unto ; and though a calmer condition of 
Life, might be in it felf mote defirable, 
% ap eraypen @ more expos’d one, can make 
hum that is qualify’d Es fuch Employments 

- more ferviceable in his Generation , this 
“may, upon that account, be more Eligikle 
_ than the other, fince, as it. expofes him to 


% oe SON more 


to be eftimared by their tendency there-* 


for we fee he has chofe ro ere& this — 


where no WVind~can blow, thar he thall 


eo 
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more hard(hips , fo, in thofe very hard- 
fhips, it affords him more Opportunities of | 
profecuting his Aims , fo that his Station is 
recommended to him by thofe very Cit- 
cumftances that make other Men diflike 
it. aa 
Gea, But may not I alfo know what 
Thoughts this worthy ‘Theme fuggefted to 
Lindamov 2. i ee 
_ Lind, L was, Genorio, taking notice, that 
this whole Fabrick is indeed but a large 
Engine, where almoft every thing, as well 
as the Sails andthe Wheels, is fram’d and 
fitted for the Grinding of Corn:° But, 
though this whole Struéture be Artificially 
enough contriv’d, yet it can now do nothing 
in order to its end, for want of fucha light 
and Airy thing as a breath of VVind, to 
putall this into Motion; And, Genorio, this. 
VVind-mill, thus. confider’d, brought into 
my Mind the condition of a great Lord, 
thatyou andInot long fince Vifited , and 
who is far from being the only Perfon to 
whom the Refleétion may. be applicable ; 
for one that not knowing his Humour, and 
his Aims, (hould fee how great a Provi- 
fion his plentifull Fortune, and his Skil to 
manage tr, have laid together , of thofe 
_ things which are wont to be thought the 
. chieteft Inftruments (and perchance de 
| idee a _ chie 


chief Parts.).. of Happinefs; would be apr 
to envy his Condition, as dilcerning nothing: 
ris wanting to it. Bur alas! the Man 
eéts and covers Eftcem, and Reputa- 
1; and though Fame have thefe Re-. 
lances to the 'V Vind, that ’tis an Airy 
Infolid thing, which we mult receive 
nm others), and which we are. not only 
nable to, procure for our felves, but. Know 
t how long we fhall.keep it waen we. 
have it, yet the want of this alone makes, 
all the reft ucterly. infufficient for his fa-. 


bitious Alexanders after all the Blood he 
had fpilt in Conquering the. V Vorld,.1s fgich 
ro have fhed Tears, that he had).Con,. 
— quer’d bur one, when a. Philofopher. told: 
him there were more. And all che Favours, 
hat the greareft. Potentate upon Barth,, 
could heap upon proud Haman, were; by. 
his own’ Confelfion, unable to make him, 
think himfelf happy, as long as he could 
~ not neglecta Captives neglect of him; all 
his Greatnefs did him no good, if but one 
Man had the Courage not to Bow to it; 
and an uafatisfy’d Appetite of Revenge, 
"quite fpoild the Rellith of the great Mc- 
“narch’s Favours, and the fair Hester’s Bar- 
 quets. Nor do I doubt, Geaovto, that we 
Often marvel, if not repine, at Providence 
mee Nea. upon 


SC 


tisfaGion.'. Thus che not fo Great, as Ams, 


Se. ey 
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- ‘Upon a great Miftake; for by refufing to 


ke God’s Servants, Men ufually ‘become 
fo to their own unruly Paffions, and: Af- 


 feGtions. And therefore, we often very 


caufelefly Envy the Great and Rich, as if 
they were as happy-as the Advantages vouch- 
faf'd them, would make ‘a wife and good _ 
Man; whereas perhaps the Man courts a 
Reputation, that is not to’ be  acquir’d by 
what Men have, but by what'they are, and 
do; or elfe he is in love with a ‘Lady 
that loves not him, or loves another better : 
And the Coynefs of a Miftrefs, the greater 
Title of a Neighbour, or fome fuch tri- 
fling accident, that another would either 
a {ubject to, or not be much concern’d 
for, will keep him from Enjoying any of - 
thofe very things, for which By-ftanders 


Envy him: So juft it is, that in Eftima- - 


tinga Man’s condition, we fhould not only 
confider what Poffeffions he has, but what 
Defires. — Me Te sa 
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Upon bis Paring ofa rare Summer | 
| Apple. 


Ow prettily has curious Nature paint- 
ed this gawdy Fruic > Here isa creen 
neralds cannot, and Flora’s {elf might 
: And Pomona feems to have affected, 
the frefh and lively Vermilion thar adorns 
this fmooth Rind, an Emulation at Rubies 
‘h ios and tohave aim’dat manifett- 
> That the can give her Vegetable pro- 
ctions, as Salt > and Orient, though 
jot as lafting, Colours as thofe that make 
wels pretious Stones, and if, upon the 


aring the Praifes this Scarlet deferves, 
t Bluthes ennoble her cwa.Checks with 
Vivid a Colour , perhaps fuch a Livery 
f her Modefty might jultifie her Pride, 
naword , fuch pure and tempting Green 
dRed dye this fame polifh’d Skin, that 
‘our Vulgar boldnefs muft-be no longer 
eftion’d, for rendring that Fruit an Ap- 
fe; that inveagled our firlt Parents: But 
oh thefe winning Dyes delight me 

angely, they are Food for my Eye alone, _ 
ananotmy Stomach; I haveno Palate for 
solours, andto rellith this Fruit well, and 
w whether it performs to the Tafte 
ar N 3 oo. Meiat 
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what it promifes tothe Sight and juftifie 
that Platonick definition which ftyles Beauty 
the Luftre and Flower of Goodne{s all this 
Gay out-fide is cur and thrown away, and 
pafics but for Parings. Thus in Opinions, 
though 1 look with Pleafure on. that neat 
fathioralle Drefs, that fmoorher Pens fo 
finely Cloath them with ,° and though 1 
be delighted with the pretty and {pruce 
Exprellions, that Wit and Eloquence ate 
wont to trick ‘them up with; yet when I 
mean to examine their true Rellith, that, 
upon liking, Imay make them mine , I ftill 
ftrip'and develt them of all thofe flattering 
Ornaments (or cheating Difguifes rather ) 
which fo often conceal or mif-reprefent 
their true and genuine Nature, and (be- 
fore er I fwallow them) after they have 
been admitted by the more delufible faculty 
we call Fancy, Imake them pafs the feverer 
ferutiny of Reafon. | 


“' REELECTION IX. 
<< Upon bis Coaches being Stopt in a uarrow 


Lane. 


r gEre, for ought I can guefs » my flay 
a Eis liketo be long enough, to afford 
a 4 pe ad 


—— ies te ae 
he leifure of a Refle@ion onir: For 
ave found already, in this narrow Lane, 
ty large Scene to exercife my Patience 
and this Churlifh Dray-man feems 
efolv’d to be as tedious to me, as Ludzate- 
fll is to his Horfe; when his Cart is over- 
yaden.” They that are going on’ Foot to 
¢ fame place this Coach fhould carry me 
, findnot their Paflace hindred, or their 
Jay obftructed by that which keeps me 
e; and were I difpos’d to leave my 
joach behind, and Foot it after them, I 
might in their Company fooner reach the 
ace my Defigns and Affairs call me to, 
than I hall (¢ probably ) be fupply’d with 
hopes of getting quickly out from hence. 
Jas! How frequently falls it out thus in 
ut Journeys towards Heaven ? Thofe 
whom their adverfe Fortune, or a Noble 
Scorn; hath ftript of; ot releas’d from; thefe 
troublefome and intaneling Externals, may 
ead the Paths of Life nimbly, and cheer- 
y, being unftopr by many Obftacles, 
intercept the Progrefles of others. 
it thofe ftarely Perfons, whofe Pride or 
feminacy will m€“periiiic chem to move 
(Inch towards Heaven, unlefs they may 
‘carry’d thither in Pleafure’s eafte Coa- 
«, and who-will not bate a Superfluity, 
lay by the leaft Circust‘tance or Pun- 
aoe Ng Ktilio 
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_. Gilio of Grandezza, to leflen themfelves 
into a capacity of entring in at the ftraic 
Gate, may foon find thefe treacherous and 
over-lov’'d Conveniences turn’d into cum- 
berfome Cloggs, and real Impediments, 
that will, if not Block up, at leatt Obftrua& 
the paflage to the Seat of fo much Joy ; 

_ that ev’n to be caft Afhore there, by Ship- 
wrack,were a Blefling,and that he is rhage 
unworthy to be admitted there, that cannot 
think it his Happinefs to reach that place 
him{elf, though he leave all behind him to 
get thither, . ee 


REBLECTION Xx, 


Sailing betwine Looksng through a Per{petive 
alien, and Glafs upin a Veffel we fuf- 
Ce (AVES~Eh on - . : " 
“Hafter—day , petted to give us Chafe, 
1648, 3 and to be a Pyrat, 


oe Glafs does indeed approach the 
A diltrufted Veilel, but ir approaches 
her only to our Eyes, not to our Ship; if 
fhe be not making upto us, this harmlefs 
Inftrument will prove no Loadftene to 
draw her towards us, and if the be, it will 
pee us into a better readinefs to receive 
rer. Such another Inftrument in relation 

| to 


Death, is ‘the Meditation of it; (by 


fortals fo much, and fo caufelefly, ab- 
ort’'d ) for though moft Men as ftudioufly 
un all Thoughts of Death , as if, like nice 
cquaintances, he would forbear to Vifit 
here he knows ke is never thought of, 
as if we could exempt our felves from 
ng Mortal, by forgerting that we are fo ; 
does this Meditation bring Death nearer 
us, without at all leflening the real di- 
ance betwixt Us and Him: If thar laft 
nemy be not yet approaching us, this inno- 

cent Glafs will no more quicken his pace, 
_ than direct his fteps; and if he be, without 
haftning his Arrival, it will prepare us for 
his Reception : For my part, my Beardlefs 
‘Chin allows me to prefume, that by the 
courfe of Nature, I have yet a pretty {tock 
of Sand in the upper part of my Hout-glafs ; 
Wherefore, though lam too Youngto fay 
ith Jfaae , behold, now Iam Old, And I 
ow rot the Day of my Death, Gen. 27. 2. 
fince the Youngeft and Luftieft of us all, 
caufe to fay with the Mirrour of Pati- 
nee When a few Years ave come, them {hall I 


2. and fince’tis the wife Man’s Counfel, 
fot to boat our felues of to Aforrow, becaufe 


will endeavour (to ufe our Saviour’s 
: rearms )} 


ieee. co 


the way whence I {hall not return, Job. 16. 


kisow not what a Day may bring forth. 1 


Te Le a 


(186) - ’ 
tearms ) To take heed to my felf, leaft at any 
time that Day come uponme unawares, Luke 
41.34. And astheonly fafe Expedient in 
order thereunto , I will (in imitation of 
holy Fob ) All the Days of my appointed time 
wait till my Change come, Job 14.24. 0 
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i. 5 es Containing | 
OCCASIONAL REFLECTIONS, 
fob Upon the - ne 


iS 


Accidents of an Ague. 


4 Mevitarion I, 
Upon the first Tnvafion of the Difeafe. 


m™4His Vifit, (Dear * So- | 

_ pbroma’) which you in- by vsti ; 
 <@™® tended but for an act by the av- 
‘of Kindnefs, proves alfo one of #0", f. bis 
‘Charity ; for though it be not fe R. who 
‘many hours fince we parted, and eee | 
though you left me free from fi7 agnine 
any other difcompofure than bis sicknefs. 
‘that which your leaving me is : 
‘Wont togive me; yet this little time has 

4nade fo great a change in my Condition, 


ie z S 
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as tobe, Idoubr not, already vifible in my 
Looks: For whilft I was fitting quietly 
in my Chamber, and was as far from the 
Thoughts of Sicknefs, a5 from any “fuch » 
diforders as are wont to be the occafions 
of it; amd’ whil& I was delightfully enter- 
tain'd, by an Out-landith Yirtuofo that came 
to Vifit me, with an Accourt of the feveral 
attempts that are either made, or defign’d, 
in foreign Parts., to produce Curiofities, 
and improve Knowledge ; I was fuddenly 
furpris’d with a Chilnefs, and a Shivering, — 
that eame fo unexpected, and sincreas’d fo 
fait, that ic was heightned into a down- 
right Fit of an Ague, before I could fatisfie 
my {elf what it was. But I confefs, that 
this unwelcome accident had not amaz’d 
me, as well as troubled me, if I had fuffi- 
ciently confider’d to what a {trange numLer 
and variety of Diftempers thee trail. .Car- 
cafes of ours are Obnoxious ; for, if [had 
call'dto mind what my. Curiofity for Dif- 
feStions has fhown me, and remembred 
how many Bones, and Mufcles, and Veins, 
and Arteries, and Grifles, and Ligiments, 
and Nerves,.and Membranes, and. fuices,a - 
humane Body is made up of , I could not 
have. been furprifed,, that fo curious an En- 
gine, that contifts of fo many. picces, whofe 
Harmony is requifite to Health, and where, 

i ; \ or 


' Nae 3 hor featce any 


a Man’s Body thould be fubjeé to 
, or Sicknefs, than that an Inftrument 
“above a choufand Strings ( if there 
any fuch ) thould frequently:be our’ 
ne, efpecially fince the bareichange 
fr may as well difcompote the Bedy of 
lan, as untune fome of the Strings of 
‘an’ Inftrument ; fo that ev’n'the in- 
im able: “Stru@ure of humané ‘Bodies is 
us and elaborate Engines can be fo con- 
d, as not to be oftner out of order than 


a Frame being the next’wonder to its 
wtk-man-fhip, “And indeed , when if 
ider further, how ‘many outward acci- 
dents are able to deftroy the Life, or, at the 
Teaft, the Health, ev'n of thofe that are care- 
to preferve them; and how eafily the 
sams of a warm Suns ‘or the Breath’ of a 
Id VVind, or too much, or too little Ex- 
> 4 Duh of green Fruit, or an infeai- 
Vapour, or ev'n a f{udden Fright, or ill 
» are able to produce Sicknefs; and 
aps Death ; and when I think too, how 
any evitable Mifchicfs oyr own Appe- 


ce more admirable, than that fach cu-.. 


ey ares’ the prefervation of fo nice and 


tite Sy 


eet 
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tites, or Vices, expofeusto, by acts of In. 


Bi 


temperance, that neceflitate the Creatures | 


to offend us, and praétices of Sin, where- 
by we provoke the Creator to pumifh us ; 
when I fay, I confider all this, and confe- 


quently how many Mifchiefs he muttefcape 


that artives at Gray-hairs ; I confels, the 


commonnefs of the Sight cannot keep me 
from thinking it worth fome wonder, to fee 
an Old man, efpecially if he be any thing 
Healthy. Bur thefe ‘kinds of Thoughts 
( Sophronia) are feldome entertain’d, un- 
lefs they be excited by fome unwelcome 
Occafions ; and when we are long accu- 
ftomed to Health, we take it for granted, 
that we thall enjoy it, without taking: it for 
a Mercy that we arefo; weare not fenfible 
enough of our continual need and depen- 
dance on the divine Goodnefs, if we long 
and yninterruptedly enjoy it; and by that 
unthankfull heedlefnefs we do, as it were, 
neceffitace Providence to deprive us of its 
wonted fupports , to make us fenfible that 
we did enjoy, and that we always. need 
them: Ir being but fit that Mercies fhould 
-ceafe to be conftant,' which, their conftancy 
only, that fhould be'their indearment, keeps 
us from entertaining as Mercies ; 1 will 
therefore ( Sophronia ) endeavour to de- 

: rive 


oe essed wate tated «5 
his advantage from this fudden Fit of 
knefs, tomake me thankfullfor Health, 
God fhall be pleas’d to reftore it me, 
to keep me from reckoning confidently 
n the pete of it: For though we 
are very unapt to take ev’n the Wife man’s 
Counfel, where he forbids us to doast our 
felues of to Atorrow , becaufe me know nat 
hat a Day may bring forth 3 yer by fuch 
idents I find, that Salomoz {fpoke much 
thin compafs, and had not done other- 
ife, if for a Day he had fubftituted an 
ur: Forfomany, and fo various are the 
unfore-feen accidents to which we poor | 
Mortals are expos*d, that the continuance. 
of our Health, or Profperity, do much 
re merit our thanks, than the inrerrup- 
tion of them can deferve our wonder. And 
T mutt confefls, ( Sophronia ) that though 
ay falling Sick may be but my Dabaporiete 
ay being fo much furpris'd at it. was my 
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MEDI 


MEDITATION IL 


tpn the immoderate Heat and Cold : 
-. of the Aguilh Fit, — 


— QONNe that, not knowing what Auls me, 
-& J thotild come in, and fee me in this 


{oft Bed, not only cover’d, bur almoft op- 
prefs’d, with Cloaths , would confidently 
conclude, that, whether or no I be diftrefs’d 
by the contrary Quality, I cannot at leaft 
be troubled with Cold’; and if he himfelf 
were fo, he will Le apt to Envy me. And 
if inftead of coming in my Cold fit, he 
fhould Vificme in my Hot one, and fee me 
with my Shoulders and Arms quite unco- 
ver'd, and nothing bur the fingle Sheet on 
the reft of my Body ; he would be apt to 
chink, that I muft lye very cool. Bur alas ! 


— in fpight of all that lies i me, an inter- 


-s 


nal Froft has fo diffus’d it felf through 


_, every Part, that my Teeth chatter, and my 


whole Body does {hake ftrongly enough to 
made the Bed it felf do fo; and, though | 
ftill with for more Cloaths, yet thofe that 
are heap’d on me, can fo little controle this 
preternatural Cold, that a Pile of them 
might fooner be made great enough to 
Cruth than to VVarm me : So that en 


ravell’d ev'nin frofty Nights, the VVin= 
ad nothing near fo ftrong an Operation 
me, And asthat external Cold was far 
re fupportable whiltt ir lafted , fo it was 
arably more eafie for me, by Exer- 
, and otherwife, to deliver my {elf from 


us, whetia Great or Rich Man’s mind 
iftemper’d with Ambition, Avarice, ot 
¥y immoderate Affection, though the By- 
anders, that fee not what difquiers hin, 
nt fee’ what great ftore of Accotnmoda-_ 
is fortune has. provided for him, may 
> drawn to Envy his Condition, and be 
spt very far from fufpeéing that he can 
it that, Contentment , the means of 
ch they fee’ him fo Richly fupply’d 
th: And yet alas ! as the Colder heat of 
ternal Air is mtich lefs*troublefome 
Manin Health, though furnithed with 
dinary proportion of Cloaths, than 
d« t fit of an Asue, witha pile 
5 and then a fingle Sheet; 
isofous and Healthy conftitution 
4xternal inconvertiences are much 
fupportable than any Accommoda- 
s can make the condition of a diftem- 
d Soul. Let us not then judge of Men's: 
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fo much by what they have, as 
y are, and confider both, that : 
ee ee Om ep atria 


Fortune can but give much, and it muftbe — 
the Mind that makes that much exowgh : 
~Andthat, as’tis more eafi¢to endure in- 
ter, or the Dog-days in the Air, than in the 
Blood; fo a Healthfull mind, in {pight of 
Outward inconveniences, may afford a Mah 
a condition preferrable‘to all External ac- 
commodations without that. 


a= 


MEDITATION IIL 
Upon the Succeffion of the Cold and 
ae Hot Fit. 


%~ %& 7Hen the cold Fit firit feiz’d me, 
me-thought it was rather melted 

' Suow than Blood that Circulated in my 
Veins, where it mov'd fo Inerdinately, and 
maintain’d the vital Flame fo Penurioufly, 
that the greareft Sign which was left to 
diftinguith this Cold from that of Death, 

__ was, its making me (hake ftrong enough to 
- fhake the Bed I lay on, I calld for more 
and more Cloaths, only becaufe I needed 
them, not becaufe I found any relief by 
them: I fancy’d the torrid Zone to be of a 
far more defirable Conftitution than. that’ 
we call the Temperate ; and as little as I 
am wont to reverence vulgar re I 
Ce Ede a then 


envy'd their Laborants, whofe imploy+ 
t requires them to attend the Fire: 

gut when the Cold Fit was once over, ir 
yas quickly fueceeded by a Hot one, which 

feer a while I thought more troublefome 

han it. 1 threw off the Cloaths much 
after than my former importunity had 

ocur'd them to be laid on me ; and I, 

t coulda litele before fcarce feel all that 

ad been heap’d on me, could not now fup-_ 
ott a fingle Sheet, but thought its weight. 
pprefs'd me. a aes 3 

~'T envied the Inhabitants of Norway, and - 
celand, far ‘more than thofe that dwell 

ither in the richeft Province of Easi-India, 

of the Golden Coatt it felf : And of all 

eatures, not ‘Rational, I thought the 

yes the happieft, fince. they Live in a 

ool Stream, and, when they pleafe, may 

Drinkasimuchasthey Lit, = 

. If then (Sophronia) the felf-fame Per-. 

on may, within lefs chan two hours, have: 

ich different apprehenfions of his own 

ondition, as now to complain of that as a 

id Grievance, which but an hour before. 

ith’d for as a Relicf ; we may well 

owledge , that we frequently miftake: 
eftimating the Hardthips and Affictions 

fe complain of, and find them not fo un-- 
afie as we makethem., whilft we not only- 
i Oy fee -endure 


ee ene 


endure the whole Affi@ion that troubles 


us, but often increafeit, by repining at the 
envied Condition of others, «ss , 
“An afflicted Man is very apt to fancy, 


thar any kind of Sicknefs, that for the pre- | 


fent troubles him, is far lefs. fupportable 
than if ir were exchang’d for another Dif- 
eafe; and imagines his cafe to be fo fingular, 
that. one cannot fay to him in Saint Paul's 
Language, No Temptation bas befallen you, 
dub that which ts commonto Men, 1 Cor. 10. 
13. He prefumes, that he could far more 
ealily fupport his Crofles , if inftead of his 
prefent Difeafe, he had this or that other, 
though, if the Exchange were made, he 
would perchance with for his firft Sicknefs, 
if not be as much troubled at his own 


Folly, as with the Difeafe. Hethatistor: | 


mented with the Gout, isapt toenvy any 
Sick man that is exempted from that Roa- 
_ ting pain, and able to VValk about ; He 


thar is {well’d with the Dropfie, fancies all © 


-Perfons happy whofe Difeafes allow them 
Drink to quench their Thirft : And the 
Blind man envies both thefe, and thinks no 
-Perfons fo miferable in this VVorld as thofe 
thar cannot feethe VVorld. Feavers. burn 


us, Agues fhatter us, Dfopfies drown us, .- 


Phrenfics unman us, the Gout tortures us, 
Convulliors werack us, Epilepfies fell us, 


\ | 


“ Collicks: 
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AS ae a ys 
cks tear ys 5 and in fhort, there is no 
derable Difeafe that'is not very trou- 
me init felf, how ever Religion may 
ctifie and {weeten it: For as aFortrefs, 
hofe Defendants are not Treacherous, 
fcarce be taken otherwife than either 
Famine, or Storm; fo Life, for whofe 
fervation Nature is fo faithfully foltigi- 
us, cannot be extinsuifh d, hie ether 
ronical Difeafes do Lingrinely deftroy, 
fome Acute do haftily fnatch it away, 
nd indeed, if a Difeafe prove Mortal, ’tis 
more than is to be expected, if it tire 
t the Patient with tedious Languifh-’ 
ents, or elfe difpatch him with difinal 
Symptoms: Nor isit in point of Sicknefs 
lly, that we are often more unhappy than 
e need, by Fancying our felves more us ~ 
happy than we (hould be, if we were a!- 
ow’d to exchange that which now troubks 
» for any thine which does nor. But — 
ere are Evils, which, though exceeding 
rary in appearance, and circumftances; 
et agree in Leing extremely trouble- 
s as the poffeft Wretch our Saviour. 
inthe Gofpel, though he were fome- 
cat into the Fire, and fometimes. 
o the VVates, yet in both tates was tor- 
sd by the fame Divel, who in variery © 
fliGtions ftill exptefs’d the fame Ma- 
ee Oa oe Meet 
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lice But we thould make a righter Efti- 
mate of fuffering, if we did but confider, 
that much uneatinefs is annex’d to an Af- 
fligted condition in general ; and that there- 
fore, which we are fenfible of, may pro- 
ceed rather from the general nature of Sick- 
nefles, and Crofles, chan from the particular 
Kigd and Degree of ours. And indeed, 
if a Man were permitted to exchange his 
Difeafe with thofe of others , he would 
often find his granted withes to bring him 
a variety of Mifchicfs, rather chan an Ex- 
emption from them ; and many of thofe 
that we Envy, as thibking them far lefs 
Sufferers than our felves, do look with in- 
~ vidious Eyes on us, and do but diflemble 
their Grievances more handfomely than 
we. not find them more eafie than ours. 
And that of Saint Peter may be more ge- 
nerally apply’d, than moft Men think, where 
he exhorts to conftancy, upon this confide~ 
ration, That the fame Swfferings are accom- 
plifl’d upon our Brethven in the world, 1 Pet. 
5.9. For ’tis all one as to the Efficacy of 
this Lenity, whether our AffiiGions be the 
fame with thofe of others, in Kind, or not 
Superiour to them in Degree: And I doubt — 
not,’ but we fhould fupport many of our 
Grievances as eafily as thofe for which we 
with them exchang’d, if the chief account 
Be a get ee ae he ~ upon 
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that chey are the prefent ones, than the 


catelt. 


MEDITATION IV. 
( thpor the being let Blood, 


Ne of the. moft troublefome Symp- 
J tomsin almoft all Feaverifh Dittem- 
ts, is wont tobe Thirfk; andin mine it 
is importunate to a degree, that made 
e very much fo, in frequently folliciting 
hofe that were about me for Drink, which, 
n the heat of the Fir, feem’d fo defirable 
‘Obje@, that it then much leflen’d my 
der at that parch’d King’s agreement, 


full Draught of cold VVater.. Bur alas! 
fadly found, that the Liquor I {wallow'd 
Greedily, afforded me bur a very tran- 
ent Relief, the latter being gone almoflt 
foon as the former had pals 'd thorow. 


i 


pufe me, not Cure me ; but, which is 
arfe, Drinking it felf increas’'d my Thirkt, 
encreafing the Feaver, whofe uncafie 
mptom that was. Wherefore, fecing all 


phi  fter’d, 


t 


on which they trouble ‘us, were ‘not ra~ 


who, urg’d with Thirft, fold his Liberty for : 


y Throat , fo that not only ic did bue - 


cooling Juleps that could be admini= : 


OP (290 ) ames ’ 
fter’d, did free me from nothing but the 
Expectation of being much reliev’d’by fuch 

flight and palliative Medicines; the Do- 

Gor thought himfelf this Day .oblig’d to a 

quite contrary, and yer a more scnerous 

Ponedy 3 and order’d, that, inftead of Gi- 

ving me Drink, they fhould: take awa 

Blood, as judging it the beft and far the: 

fureft courfe to take away the uneafie Symp- 


tom, by removing that which Foments the 
Cale, io 4 os 
_, Thus when the Mind is diftemper’d with 
turbulent Commotions, and the difquieted 
Appetite dacs too reftlefsly and eagerly 
crave Objects, which, though perhaps in 
themfelves not abfolutely Bad, are at leat 
made, by a Conjunction of Circumftances, 
unit and dangerous for the Perfon that — 
longs for them: VVe, like unskilfill or un- 
tuly Parients, fondly imacine, thatthe only - 
way to appeafé onr Defires, is, to grant 
them the Objedts they fo Paffionately tend 
to. Bue the wife and foveraion. Phyfitian 
of Souls, who confiders not fo much what 
we do with, as what we fhould with, often 
difcerns, that this praeternatural’ Thirtt in- 
‘dicares and calls for a Lancet, rather than 2 
felep, and knows it beft to attempt the 
Cure, rather by taking ‘away fomewhar 
that we “have. than by giving'uis thar which | 
Dela ee Sav only @ 
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Spiritual fuperfluity reduces us to 
nt: And in effec, we often fee, that as 
lew Ounces of Blood taken away in a 
er, does cool the Patient more than 
: giving him ‘ten times as much’ Drink 
mild do; foa few AftiGions, by partly 
ting out, and partly moderating our cot- 
ot Akeeions, do more compofe and ap- 
e a Mind, molefted with inordinate 
petites; than the Pofleflion of a’ great 
y of the Objects we impotently defire. 
hilft our Appetites: are roving, and un- 
Honable, and infatiate, the obtaining of | 
is or that particular Obje@& does but — 
mufe the Patient, not rake away the Dif- 
safe ; whereas feafonable , and fandtify’d 
fles, that teach us to know out felves, 
d make us fenfible how little we deferve, 
ind how little the things we are fo Greedy 
of could make us happy, if obtain’d, may 
educe us toa Refignation, and Tranquility 
Mind, preferrable to thofe over-valu’d - 
ings, which, as it keeps us from en joying, 
‘it keeps us from needinoe. Thus Zacheu, 
whilft a Publican - never thought he 
enough, when he had once entertain’d - 
Saviour, though he offer’d ro make a 
druple Reftitution of what ever he had 
dulently acquir’d, was, upon a fudden,, 
being freed from Avarice, srown fo 
tee | : ~ Rich, 


; 
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_~Rich, that he was forward to give no lefs _ 
than half he had to the Poor; as if his 
Divine Gueft had wrought upon his Goods, 
fuch Miracles as he had done upon the five 
Loaves, and two Fithes, of which the Re- 
mains amounted to more than the whole 
_ Provifion wasatfirft. 3 a 
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- MEDITATION V.. 
pon the Taking of Phyfick, 


“He lfaft bitter Potion that I took, 
| ( Sopbroxta ) was,I remember, {weet- 
ned with the hopes were given me with — 
it, that it might prove the laft I thould 
need to take, and would procure me a fet- 
led and durable Health: But I find by fad © 
Experience, That the benefit I deriv’d from _ 
it is nothing near fo lalting as it was wel- 
come; for] am now reducd to take 
Phyfick agen, and I fear mutt often do fo, 

before I thall be able to diflodge this 
troublefome Ague that haunts me: For 
though the laft Phyfick [took, wrought fo 
well, that Lhop’d it had brought away not 
_ only the ill Humours themfelves, but the | 
_ very fources of them; yet by the effe@ of — 
~ whatI took this Morning, I nor only find 
ee cucre 
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s as mych tobe purged away now — 
1ere was then, but, what is fadder, I 
{carce hope this Phyfick will excufe me 
the need of taking more again ere 
+ But though’tis a troublefome thing, 
mutt be often repeated , yet ‘tis a falur 
thing too, and cannot be more unplea- 
than “tis ufefull; and as Loathfome as’ 
, a Sicknefs were far worfe. Thus 
hen a relenting Sinner has endeavour'd 
wath away his Sins with his Tears, he 
ay poflibly think himfelf fo throughly 
aih’d inthat abfterfive Brine, (which yet 
ves its cleanfing Virtue not to its own 
ature, but tothe Blood of Chrift ) thar 
he be anew Convert, and be entertain’d 
ith thofe Ravithing delights wherewith 
od is often pleas’d to engage fuch_return- 
go Prodigals, (as the Kind. Father wel- 
om’d his Riotous Son with Feafting, and 
ith Mufick ) that he is apt to fancy Res 
ance to be like Baptifm , which, being 
eiv'd once for a Man’s whole Life, needs 
er be renewed. But though, during fuch 
n{ports, an unexperienc’d Convert may 
t tocaft the Gauntlet to the VVorld, | 
ing in his Spiritual profperity, that he 
all never bemov’d ; yet, as our Saviout ' 
“aks 5 The Spirit indeed is willing, but the 
{his weak 5 and too commonly our Refo- 
| es ~ Jutions 
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Co ee 

Jutions flagg with our Joys , and thofe thay 
4 while before imagin’d they defpis’d the 

~ World, find themfelves Worlted, if nor | 
Captivated, by ic ; and find ir far more 
diffcule than they thought it, to Live ih the 
Company of Sinners without being of 
their Number , and in fo defil’da World 
without being {potted by it. | 
And as the fame David, who faid in his 
Profperity, he fhould never be mov’d , faid 
in his Diftrefs, he thould one Day perith by 
the hand of Saul: So many of thofe, thar 
whilf& their: Tears of Repentance, and of 
Joy, are not yet dry’d off their Eyes, are 
‘apt to defie and contemn all the Ghoftly 
enemies, and difficulties, thar oppofe their 
prefent zealous Refolutions, will perhaps in 

a while after, when they meet with unex- 
pected Impediments, and Foyls, change 
their confidence into defpair,. and think 

thofe very Enemies, whom ‘they’ lately . 
look'd on as Defpicable, to be Infuperable: 
But as Phyfick, that does good for atime, 
ought not to be rejected, becaufe it does 
good but fora time; nor fhould we re- 
je& che only fure means of our prefent 
Recovery, for fear of future Relapfes; fo, 
though wefadly findthat Repentance nauft 
be repeated , and that after we have pra- 
Gtis'd it often, we muft have need of it 
Mat » agen 5 
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; yet fince’tis the only proper means 
cover a Soul out of a ftare of Sin, 
is Worfe than any Difeafe, and leads 
e worft of Deaths , we muft never 
“our felves to be fo far Difcouraged, — 
forgo fo neceflary and fo profitable a 
ty and muft not more frequently Re- 
nto faults, than renew our Sorrow 
m, and our Refolves again{t them : 
imnocence indeed is far more defirable 
epentance, as Health is than Phyfick. 
Phyfick is more Eligible than the 
uance of Sicknefs , fois Repentance. 
more Eligible than continuing in the ftate 
f Sin: And as the Drinking ev’n of a 
ter Potion is alefs Evil than the heat, _ 
d thirft, and reftlefnefs of an Aoue; { 
lament for Sin here, is a far lefs uneafic 
ng than to do it ina place where there 
nothing but remedilefs VVailing, and 
athing of Teeth. “Tis true, thar our 
uls are inthis too like our Bodies, that 
vhole Lives are {pent betwixt Purging 
y of naughty Humours, and accumu-. 
@ them : And me-thinks I hear the 
a ftill faying unto the Spirir, as Rath 
to Naomi, ‘ihe Lord dofo to me, and move 
if ought but Death part thee and me, 
1t. 14. Bur although there are Defile- 
» Which, though often wath’d off, will 
Lee a ae 
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as often come again to blemi(, 
Rom. 8 13. ss and though the Deeds o 
*@avetsa. the * Body, will fcarce all of 
BO aaa. setfedily be put to Death, 
but with the Body it felf; yet next to ap 
Uninterrupted ftateof Health, frequent and 
early Recoveries are defirable: Andthough 
the fhamefull neceffity of needing to beg 
many pardons for the fame fault, may 
juftly make an ingenious Chriftian cry. our 
with Saint Paul , O! wretched Man that I 
am, who fhall deliver me from the Body of 
thts Death 5 yet the fame fenfe of his own 
frailty, that puts this Exclamation into his 
- Mouth, may comfort his Heart, by its being 
_a pledge, that he fhall one Day Le able 
Exultingly to fay with the fame ee in 
another place, Thanks be to God which gzveth 
us the Victory, through our Lord Fe{us Christ, 
1 Cor, 15.57. 


MEDITATION VL 
Upon the Sivrups and other {weet things 
Sent bim by the Doctor, 


“TW His complaifant Phyfitian ( Sephro- 
| ‘mta) is you {ee very follicitous, that 

his Remedies thould as well gratifie the 
Patient, as oppofe the Difeafe : And be-, 


fides, 


Boe Cao) ee 
4e8, thar this Julip is ting’d with Sirrtip of 
Jove-gilly-flowers, that ir may. at once’ 
ght the Palate, and the Eye; fome of 
c é other Remedies are {weetned with as 
ich Sugar, as if they came not from an 
pothecarics Shop, but a Confeéioners. 
ut my Mouth is too much our of Tafte 
teliith any thing that paffes through it; 


d though my Sicknefs makes this Flat- 
ting of the Palate almoft neceflary to the 
ndring thefe Medicines takable by me, 
tupon the account of the fame Diltem- 
per, all that the Dodtor’s tendernefs and 
il could do to make them Pleafant, can 
it moft bur keep them from being Loath- 
ome. And therefore, you will eafily be- 
e, Sopbronta, that 1 enjoy thefe fweee 
lings upon a fore, that if it does Imbitter 
hem, does at lcaft, as to me, deprive them 
Of their Nature: So that he, that for the 
ake of thefe Sitrups, and Elc@uaries, 
uld, notwithftanding the Malady that 


be troubled with a worfe Difeafe than an 
gue is, a Frenfie. ie 
thus there are many Favourites of For- 
» whofe feeming Enjoyments may 
hance be Envy’d by thofe that do bur. 
aze on their Condition, whilft ’tis rather 
ty’d by thofe that know it: To be 
a | « . > brought’ 


edsthem, envy me, might be fulpe@ed 
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brought by Greatnefs of Power, or Riches, - 
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and Effeminacy of Mind, to that pafs, that 


they. feldome hear any thing but their own 
Praifes, ev'n when their Actions merit Re. 
prehenfion, and that they can rellith nothine 


‘that is not fweerned with fo much of Flar- 
‘tery, as quite to difguife, and perhaps per- ” 


vert, its Nature, Thefe, as I was going to 
fay, and, fuch other unhappy Priviledges, 


are things, which (whatever Fools may 


think ) will not recommend Greatnefs to 
‘a confidering Man , and are far more fit to 
procure the Pofleflour’s ruine, than’ wife 
Men’s envy : And befides, that a vain and 
impotent Soul is, by thofe difquieting 


- Qualities, molefted with greater Diltem- 


‘pers than, thofe, Gratifications can make 


‘amends for , and which often hinder the 


full Rellithine. of thefe or any other Plea- 


fure. The delight thefe treacherous Deli- » 


cacies afford, is fo much lefs confiderable. 


than the. Weaknefs they fuppofe ; that ’tis 
far more Eligible to be without them than 
to need.them. Re Ea 


” MEDL 


There Prey net 


t 


MEDITATION Vit. 
"Upon 'the want of Sleep. a 


Mod. | JOT ; 
H! Dear. Sophronia.s in, fpight of all 
the care, and officioufnels. of thofe 
a Attendants, thar you were pleas'd 
fend to watch with me, I have Slept all - 
ight as little as I do now, or as I fhall 
fire todo whillt youftayhere, = 
This unwelcome leifure brought me as 
ch a Neceffiry as an Opportunity to 
{pend the time in entertaining my Thoughts, 
hich on this occafion were almoft as Va- 
is, and feem’d too as Wild, as, if Thad 
ept, my Dreams themfelves would have | 
been: And therefore, I prefume you will — 
t wonder, if Ican now recall but few of 
them , and if the reft be as.calily V anith’d 


rally fuggefted by the condition I was 

_ For when I found how tedious and 

tifome cach hour was , and obferv’d 

long a time feem’d to intervene be-., 

the feveral Divifions that the ftriking ; 
DO Bee a et 
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of the Clock made of a Night, that muft 
‘atthis time of che Year be’ much fhorter 
than the Day , I could not but confider, 
~ how infupportable their condition mutt be, 
to be caftinto outer Darknefs, where tor- 
“mented Wretches lye, not as Ido upon a 
_foft Bed , ‘bur upon ‘Fire and Brimftone, 
where no attendance of Servants, or kind- 
nefs of Friends, is allow’d them,: that need 
it as much as they deferve it little; and, 
~ which is worlt of all, where no Beam of 
hope is permitted to Confolate them, ‘as if 
the Day fhould Dawn after fo’ Difmal a 
Night, though - protraéted ‘to Millions’ of 
Aves , each of whofe miferable hours ap- 


pears an Age. 


The next thing I was confidering, was, 
How defective we are in point of Gratitude 
to God; Tnow Bluth that I cannot call'to 
Mind the’ time, when [ever thought that 
his having vouchfaf’d me’ the power of 
Sleeping, deferv’d a particular Acknow- 
ledgment. But now I begin to fee thar’tis 
— our Heedlefhefs, not ther Ufelefnefs, thar 

_keeps us from’ daily being thankfull for’ a 
- gnultitude of Mercies ,’ that we take ‘no 
-fotice of ; Though it be injurious, That 
that only conmonnefs ‘that heightens’ the 
Benefit, thould keep us from being fenfible 
-@f the Greatnefs of it: I confefs I was 
‘ ee very, 


ery lately one of them, who look’dupon — 

sleep as one of thofe inconveniencies of 
humane Nature, that merit a Confolation ; 

and I very lictle apprehended, that I thould 
ever complain of the want of Sleep, as of 
Grievance 5 the neceffity of it being 
what I always look’d upon under that’ No- 
ion: ButI now perceive; he was a Wife 
man, whofaid, That God made every thing 
Beautifull in ats Seafon, And yet, when 
onfider the Affinity betwixt Sleep and 
eath, whofe Image it is, I cannot buc 
nk it very unlikely, that this Life (hould 
defign’d for out Happinefs, fince not to 
ofe almoft half of it were an Infelicity... - 
Another thing I remember I was confis 
ting, was this , That though wane of 
leep be one of the uneafieft accidents that’ 
attend on Sicknefs , yet in many cafes it 
groves as ufefull as ic can be unwelcome : 
or there isa fort of Jolly people, far more 
imerous than I could with them, who 


much fear tobe alone, as they fhouldre 

y any courfe that is naturally productive © 
o unmanly a fear: And the fame Sin- 
1 employments, or Vain paftimes, that. 
ake theni afraid of being alone, do fo~ 
h keep them from, the necefliry of be-_ 
fo, that they keep them almoft from 
ae P 2 : the 


at ucter defiance with Thinking, anddo - 
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the very Poffibility of ir: For in the time 
of Health, Vifits, Bufinefles; Cards, and 
I know: not how many other Avocations, 
which they juftly ftile Diverfions, do fuc- 
ceed one another fo thick, that inthe Da 
there is notime left. for the diftra&ted Per- 
~ fon to converfe with his own Thoughts : 
And ev'n, when they are Sick, though they 
be debarr’d of many of thofe wonted Di- 
verfions, yet Cards and Company will give 
them enough to prove a Charm againtt 
Thinking,, which the Patient is fo willing, 
or rather follicitous; to decline, the need of 
that Sicknefs lefs troubles him, as it keeps 
his Body from going abroad, than as it 
tends to drive his Thoughts home; fo that 
’ Sicknefs does little or nothing towards the 
making fuch Men confider, by cafting them 
upon their Beds, unlefsit alfo hinder them 
from Sleeping there. But inthe long and 
tedious Nights, when all the Praters, and 
the Gamelters ( who areufually call’d good 
Companions , but feldome prove good 
_ Friends ) are withdrawn, and have left our 
Patient quite alone , the Darknefs of the 
Night begins to make him difcern, and take 
-fome notice of his own Condition , and 
his Eyes, for want of outward Objects, are 
-turn’d inwards, he mutt, whether he will or 
no, during the Silence of the Night, hear 


thofe 
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10fe Leffons , which by the ‘Hurry. and 
vocations of the Day he endeavour’d to 
void, And though this be a very unwel- 
ome Mercy, yet “tis a Mercy {till, ‘and 
haps the greater for being fo unwel- 
me: For if he could Sleep in Sicknefs, 
heus’d to do in Health, he were in great 
ger of having his Confcience laid A- 
ep, till.ic fhonld bei Awak’d by the 
mes and Shriecks of Hell. And the 
ign of God in chaftning, being to reclaim 
amend us, we not ‘only do, by our want 
of Reflecting, indure the trouble of Sick- 
efs, without reaping the benefit of it 5 bur 
fo by our fhunning to confider, we are 
Ul-natur’d to our felves, as to lengthen 
e Sicknefs, we are fo Impatient of ; which 
inus as foolith as ’twould be in a nice 
tent , after having been made to takea 
er, buta falutary Potion, to fend unfea- 
ably for Cordials and Julips to hinder 
working of it, and fo by fuch unruli- 
lofe the benefit: of the Operation, and. 
hen his Pain and Sicknefs, to avoid the 
lefs trouble of complying with theNa- 
of the Medicine, and the Defigns of 
Phyfitian : So that Repentance being 
lary to Recovery, and the confidering 
Man’s own ways as neceflary to Repen- 
€, the want of Sleep, which both al-_ 
ee) * lows 
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lows us time, and impofes on us a neceffity 
to think, may well. i Jook’d: upon as a 
happy Grievance, fince it very much tends 
-to-the fhortning of our Afflictions, by the | 
difpofing us to Co-operate towards God’s 


aims in fending them. 


-. MEDITATION :VIIL. 


a 
Dah ddd 


Upoa telling the Strokes of an ill-going 
area aio’ Clock asthe Naghtss \ yo 14\' 


Wo He fame, Violence: of my Fit, that 
ad made me very much, need)Sleep, 
allow’d' me fo little of -it, thar I think I 
mifs'd nor hearing dne ftroke of the Glock 
all the Night’ longs* But. fincé you know, 
Sopbronia ,° that the! Clock is kept by the 
Souldicrs that aré. Quarter’d in: the. place 
where ic ftands, ‘you. will -caftly: believe, 
. that ‘tis nor very. carefully look’d to, efpe- 
cially fince they are not only) wont to let 
it go Ll, uc do oft times make it do fo on 
purpofe, and as, may beft.comply with the 
Oificers occafions , and as they would 
have the Guards that are to be fet here, ot 
tobe fent hence, fooner or later Reliev'd. 
Of this uncertain going of the Clock’, I 
neverhad occafion to take fo much notice 
be | i pe aieeg ee Se as 
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he laft Night, when, lying roo conftant=’ 
awak’d, 1 began to obierve, ‘that though: : 
Ll.the hours were fo tedious, as to feem 
very, one of them extraordinary long, yer 
hey manifeltly:appear'd to menot tobe 
ually fo sand therefore, when the Clock 
trick Eleven, to fatisfie my felf whether _ 
‘it did nor mif-inform me, ‘Icall’dto one 
hat far up by me for the VVarch I ule to 
neature rhe time with in nice Experiments, 
nd found it to want but very little of Mid- 
aight; and not much above an hour after, 
k Fen by my VVatchit was but about one, 
hofe that kept the Clock, whether ourof 
Negligence, or Defign, or to make amends 
for pait Slownefs, made it {trike two, which 
eem’d to meto hint anot unufefull Rule 
n eftimating the length or fhortnefs of Dif- 
coutfes : For there are Cafes, where the 
difficuly or importance of the Subject ts 
h, thar hough it coft a Man many words, 
t, if what he fays be not fufticiencly fic- 
to the Exigency of the Occafion, and 
i Theam, he may fpeak much, without — 
ying enough. But on the other hand, 
"(as it often happens) a Man {peak 
r Unfeafonably, Erroneoutly, or Im- 
ertinently , he may, though he fay little, 
Ik too much ; The paucity or numberof 
ords , is not, as many think! ir, that 
Ce ae which | 
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which isin fuch cafes to be chiefly confi- 
der'd ; for “tis not many, or few, that are © 
requir'd, burenough. And, As our Clock 
{truck not fo.oftenas it fhould have done, 
when it. ftruck Eleven, and yet ftruck a 
while after too often when it ftruck but two, 


. becaufe the fict time ic was Mid-nighr, 


and the fecond time it was bur one of the 
Clock ; fo to eftimate whether what is 
{aid have its due length, we are not fo much 
to look whether it be little, or much, \as 


whether a’ Man {peak ia the right -time, 


and fay neither amore nor, lefs than he 
fhould. a 


MEDIDA TLON (1K, 

_ Upon comparing the Clock and his watch. 
“WoHe occafion I had (Sophronia) to 
_ 4 compare the Clock and my. Watch, 
fuggefted to me this other Refle@ion , That 
the Dyal-plate of the Clock being I. know 
not how many times larger rhan that of the 
Watch , the Circle on which the hours 
were mark’d in the one, did by vaft Odds 
exceed the correfpondent Circle of the 
other: And yet, though the Index:of the 
Clock. had then paf through.a far greater 
at ae quantity 


. — €217)0 | | 
antity of {pace than that of the Watch , 
nis little Index, being, when it was in= 
eed Mid-night, arriv’d at the mark of 
e twelfth hour, when the greater Index 
as come but to that of the eleventh, I 
uftly concluded, That the VVatch did nor 
only go truer, but more forward than the — 
logk.:. «. Pp ata Nee 8 
Thus in eftimating Men’s Lives, there 
fomething elfe-to.be look’d ‘at than the 
er duration of them : For there are 
'fome Men, who having Loyter’d and Tri- 
ned away very many. Years in the VVorld, 
jhave no other Argument of their Age, than 
he , Church-books of their. Gray-hairs ; 
and as little do they indeed Live, that wate. 
number of infigntficant Years in fucceffive 
: perpetual Diverfions from the true bufi- 
{s and end of Life. Thefe, and many 
er kinds of Perfons, that confume much 
ime to little purpofe, may be faid rather 
have Lafted long, than to have Liv’d 
ng : As the carelefs VVanderer, who, 
ead of Travelling, does nothing but 
tay from one wrong way to another, 
jough he do fo at Midfummer from Morn- 
g toNight, may be faid to have been 
a Horfe-back, but not to have per- 
'd a long Journey ; whereas he, that 
riftily Husbanding his time, and indu- 
ae ne - ftrioufly 


adi 


Bie sh yp Selb Te Visa aie ey, aie 


| ' 7) Os) ete 
fttioufly Improving it, has early difpatch’d 
the bufinefs for which he was fent tito the 
VVotld, needs not Gray-haits to be re- 
puted to'have Liv’d lotic enough, and icon: 
fequently longer than | thofe that’ weat 
Gray-haits, only becaufe they were Born — 
many Years before him. ~ In a word, toone 
of thefe forts of Men we may artribute a 
longer Time , but co the other a longer 
Life ; (for ev’n the Heathen ‘could fay, 
Non es uivere fed valeve Vita’) and within 
how natrowacompafs foever a Man's Life 
be confin’d, if he have Liv’d fo long, as 
before he comes tothe etid ‘of Life he have 
reach’d the ends of Living ; The artain- 
ment of that Meafure of Knowledge, and 
the pra@ice of thofe Graces and Virtues 
that fit’a’ Man.to glorifie God in this hort 
Life, and to be Glorified by him in that 
which fhall haveno Ends? 0 45 
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MEDITATION X. 
: Upon a Thief in a Candle. 


He filence of the Night, and’ my 

being unable to Sleep, difpofing me 

to have my attention very eafily excited ; 
~ Ichane'd to take notice, thar the Dim light 
“OL 


ee 
of the Candle, which the Curtains were 
not drawn fo clofe as. to exclude: every 
where out of the Bed, was ona fuddain 
confiderably increas’d, and continued fo 
Jong in that condition, that, for fear of fome 
ifchance, I put my Head out of the Bed 
to fee whence it was that this new and un- 
expected: increafe of Light i 5 
bur I quickly found, that ’twas from a Thief 
(as they call it) in the Candle, which 
by its irregular way piven a Flame 
blaze, had melted down agood part of the 
Tallow, and would have {poil’d the reft, 
if I had not call’d to one of thofe: that 
/ Watch’d with me, to refcue the remains 
by the removal of the Thief. Bur I had 
arcé done this, when, I confefs to. you, 


wake fome RefleGtions upon what I had 
ne, and to read my (elf, a new Letlon by 
he Beams of this new Light : For though 
his Thief made the Candle thine’ more 
rongly, and diffufe a much greater Light. 
han it did before ; yet becaufe ic made — 
reat and irregular wafte of the Candle, 
er’d it to be taken away; and on this 
fion me-thought I might juftly make 
of thar faying of Pharsoh’s forgertull 
er, 1 do remember my Faults this Day, 
. 41.9. For though I find no great 
eo. ae ° dafitenley 
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tainment of thofe Ends ; and efteem’d Sick- 
nefs more formidable for its unfitting me 
to learn; and to teach, than for its ‘bein 

attended with pain and danger , and look’ 

upon what it made me forbear, ‘as far ‘more 
troublefome than what ever elfe ir made 
me endure. ButI find my Body isa Jade, 
. and tyres under my Mind , and a few hours 
_ fix’d Contemplation does fenfibly fo {pend 
my Spirits, as to make me feel my felf 
more weary thanthe Riding polt for twice 
as many hours has ever done. Where- 
fore, fince, though the proper’ ufe of a 
Candle be to confume it’ felf, thar it may 
give others Light, I yet thought firto have 
the Thief taken away ;<becaufe, though it 
made the Candlegive more Light, it would 
a hae have 


-tefift their perfwations , that would: — 
ave. me. husband better. the fittle {tock of 


sur to make it thine longer, though bur 
imaly, then confume it to fait, though for 
hile to keep up a Blaze: [ will there- 


afie y than if Wine, or VVomen; or 
her fenfual Pleafures were to be the 
bjects of its but if in fo difficult an Ex, 

fe of Self-denial, I do not always per- 
tm what I am now pérfwaded to, ’tis. 
Tthall eafily forgive my felf, for burg. 

haftning the end of my Life to ateain 
ends of it, | 7 


MEDITATION XI. 
Upor the being in danger of Death, , 
' Ww that Phyfitians are wont after 


Feavers 


heir Matter Hypocrates, to tellus, That. 
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Feavers which intermit are devoid of Dan- 
ger: But though an Ague; whilft it con- 
tinues fuch, could not be a mortal Difeafe . 
yet why may it not degenerate into fucha 
one ? And for my part » who take the 
Prognofticks of Phyfitians to be: but 
Guelles, not Prophelies, and know how 


backward they are to bid us fear, tillour | 


Condition leave them little hopes of us : 
I cannot but think that Patient very ill ad- 
vis'd, who thinks it not timeto entertain 
thoughts of Death, as long as his Doétor 
allows him any hapes of Life ; for in cafe 


they thould both be deceiv’d, *twould be 


much eafier for the miftaken Phyfitian to 
~ fave his Credit, than for the unprepar’d 
Sinner to fave his Soul. are: 


‘Wherefore , Sophrovia, finding my Dif- 
eafe attended with unufual threatning 
Symptoms , not’ knowing where. they 
would end , I laft Night thought it fit 
to fuppofe they might end in Death : And 
two things efpecially made me the more 
ready for fuch an entettainment of my 
Thoughts. | Steal cd Malia 

One, That we can f{casce be too carefull 
and diligent in fitting our felves for the 
AGing of a part well, that.we: can nevet 
AG but once; For where the Scripture tells. 


RES as ene hare a 


ee 
» Tt 1s appointed for all Men once to Dyes 
is immediately fubjoyn'd, That after thar 
mies Fudgment ; and if we Dye ill once, 
fhall never be allow’d to Dye again, to 
f we would Dye’ better the fecond 
ethan we did the fir: But asthe Wife 
aan Allegorically {peaks\, where the Tree 
alls there fal at e's’ So that thefaults com- 
tted in this laft and impertanrett of hu- 
marie Actions, being irreparable, I think 
he ‘only fafe way is to imitate him, who, 
ving faid, Jf a Atan Dye, flall he Live a- 
ain? prefently annex’d by way of Infe- 
ence and Refolution : il the Days of my 
pointed Time will 1 wait tll my Change 


me, : won 1, 
‘The other confideration’ that recom-. 
lended tome the Thoughts of the'Grave, 
his , That we may be often follicitous 
ovide againft'many Evils and: Dangers 
offibly may never reach us ;~ and many 
ure from the Anxious fears of contin- 
t Mifchiefs that never will befall them, 
re Torment than the apprehended Mit 
efs themfelves, though really fuffer’d, 
uld infli@&. But Death will fooner or 
fallibly come, and never finally de- 
our Expectations , and therefore the 
thoughts’ of it are an ‘imployment 
ch may prove, we know not how "T | 
or 
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of ufe, and will ( however )- prove of 
~ excellent. Advantage :, The frequent Medi- 
tation of the end of our, Lives; conducing 
(9 much to make us lead them well, that 
the expectation of Death brings not lefs 
Advantages to thofe that fcape.the Grave; 
than to thofe that defcendinto it. 
Such like confiderations. ( Sephronza ) 
having put me upon the thoughts of Death, 
I prefume pe may have fome Curiofity 
to know. what thele Thoughts were s and 
therefore; though I have neither: Fitnels, 
nor Inclination to mention to you thofe 
that almoft every Sober perfon would have 
upon a Death-Bed., as a Man, and as a. 
Chriftian, I will only take notice to you of 
thofe few that were fuggelted to me, by 
the lefs general Circumftances of my con- 
dition.. And Iam the more willing to 1a- 
tisfie your, Curiofity now, becaufe I have 
my felf been very inquifitive on. the like. 
occafion: For the approach of Death will 
(if any thing can) make Men ferious and 
confiderate, being for good and all to go 
off the Stage; they make a truer and fin- 
cerer Judgment of the World they are 
ready to leave, and then have not the wont- 
‘ed Partiality for the pleafures and profits 
of a Life they are now abandoning. And 
as the Mind looks with other Eyes Apen : 
Ge ; i t 1e- 
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the World, when Death is ready to thut ~ 
thofe of the Body ; fo Men are then wont 
as well to {peak their’ Thoughts more 
franckly, as to have them better grounded, 
Death ftrippine moft Men of their Difimu~ 
Jationy as well as of other things it makes 
hem part with; and indeed itis then high — 
me forthe Soul-to pur: off her Difguifes, 
| : : fhe is ready to put off the véry Body 
t felf. : : hie 
One thing then that I was confidering, 
pbronta) was, in how wretched a con- 
ition I fhould now be, if Thad been of the 
ame Mind with the generality of chofe, 
ho are of the fame Age’ with me: Fot . 
efe prefume, That Youth is as well made 
Pleafures, as capable of them, and is 
more a Temptation to Vanity, than an 
ufeforic. They imagine themfelves ta 
a sreat Matter, if, whilft Youth lafts, 
do fo much as refolve to grow better 
it isgone; and they think, That for 
n to be otherwife than Intentionally 
vious before his Hair begin to change 
ur, were not only to lofe the privi-_ 
es of Youth, but to incroach upon 
of old Age. But alas! How few. 
Deftroy’d by that incurable Difeafe, in 
parifon to thofe that Dye before they _ 
it? And how little.comfort is it upon 
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te TA en : 
»aDeath Bed, to think, thar by the courfe 
‘of Nature, a Man might have Lived lon- 
ger, when that very ‘f hought might juftly 
(prove Difmal to an unprepar’d Man, by 
fuggelting to him, that this early Death 
may argue the Meafure of his Iniquities 
exceeding great , and that this untimely 
‘Endis notfo much a Debt dueto Nature, 
as a Punifhment of Sin. All the fruition 
of thefe deluding Pleafures of Sin, cannot 
countervail the Horrour that a Dying Man’s 
Review of them will create, who not only 
fees himfelf upon the point of leaving 
them for ever, bur of fuffering for them as 
long. Andon the contrary, the Review of 
Youthful! pleafures declin’d tor Virtue’s 
ot Religion’s fake, will afford a Dying Man 
far higher Joys than their Fruition would 
ever have atforded him. oY 


- MEDITATION XII. 
| itpon the fame Subjet. | 


a one thing more there is, ( Sophro- 
gia) that I dare not conceal from 

you, how much caufe foever I have to 
~ bluthar the difclofing it ; And ir is, That! 
— judge quite otherwife of a competent 
. ae ! prepa- 


reparation for Death now.I am near igs 
I did. when I was in health. And 
refore, if one, that, fince his Confcience 
as firft thorowly awakened, {till refolv’d 
be a Chriftian , and though he too. often 
oke thofe good Refolutions, never re- 
nounc’d them, but tripp’d and ftumbled in. 
the way to Heayen, without quitting his 
arpofe of continuing in it, finds a formi- 
ablenefs inthe approach of Death: How 
omfortable mutt that approach be to. 
fe that have ftill run on inthe ways of 


ding to forfake them 2 A Youth free 
om Scandal, and fometimes productive of. 
ractices that were fomewhat more than 
egative piety, is not fo frequent among 
ofe that want not opportunities to enjoy, 
e Vanities and Pleafures of the World, 
it that the Charity of other being™{econ-, 
by that great inward flaccerer Self-loves 
de me imagine that I was in a Condition. 
to with for Death; than to fear it. 
iow I‘come to look on Death near ac” 
d, and fee beyond the Grave, that is juft- 
er me; that Loctomlefs Gulf of. Eter- 
rs me-thinks it is a very hard thing to: 
uficiently prepar’d for a Change, ‘that: 
.tranfmit us to the. Barr of an Omni-- 
it Judge, to be there Doom’d toan a : 
: 2, Iefs 


we 


5 without once fo much as. {erioutly M- 7 
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Jets ftdate of infinite Happinefs or Mifery. 
There is no Art of Memory likea Death- 

_ Bed’s Review of ones Life; Sicknefs; anda 
nearer Profpe& of Death, often makes a 

-Man remember thofe A@ions wherein 
Youth and Jollity made him forget his 
Duty ; and thofe frivolous Arguments, 
which when he was in Health, and free 
from Danger, were able to excufe him to 

his own indulgent Thoughts, he himfelf 
will fearce now think Valid enough to ex- 
‘anfe him unto God, before whom, if the 
_ finlefs Angels cover their Faces, finfull Mor- 
tals may juftly tremble to be brought to 
‘appear: VVhen the approach of Death 
‘makes the Bodily eyes grow Dimy thofe of 
the Confcience aré enabled to difcern , 
"That as to many. of the’ Pleas we formerly 
acquicfc’d ing it was the prevalence of our 
Senfes that made’ us think them Reafon : 

And none of that Jolly company,’ whofe 
examples prevail’d with us to joyn with 
them in a. courfe of Vanity, will ftand by 

‘us at the Barr to excufe the A@ions they 
‘tempted us to: And if they were there; 
‘they would be fo far from bits able to 
juitifie us, thar they would be condemn’d 

‘themfelves. Tis true, ( Sophronia) if we 

‘confider- Death only as the cohclufion of 

“Life, and a’ Debt all Men fooner or later 

ae , Fy pay 
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pay to Nature , not only a Chriftian, but a 
an, may entertain it without Horrour : 
But if one confider it as a change , That 
er having lett his Body to rot in the 
rave, will bring his Soul to the Tribunal 
God, to anfwer the mifcarriazes of his 
vhole paft Life, and receive there an unal- 
‘terable Sentence that will Doom him to - 
~endlefs and unconceivable Joys, orever+ 
ting and inexpreflible Torments ; I think 
Vtis nor inconfiltent either with Piety or 
Courage, to look upon fo creat a change 
vith fomething of Commotion : And many 
hat would not fear to’be put out of the - 
VVorld , will apprehend to be let inte 


dternity, 
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MEDITATION XII. 
A. further Continuation. 


\ Nother thing , Sophroma, which my 
A prefent {tate {uggelted to me, was,a 
ion on the great mittake of thofe | 
think a Death-Bed the fitteft and op- 
uneft place to begin Repentance in : 
fure thefe Men are very little acquaine~. 
either with the difadvantages of adan- 
us Sicknefs, or the nature of Repen- 


Oe oy tance. 


cas 
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tance. °Tis true, that Sin and Death do 


more eafily frighten one, when they are 
look’d on as both together : But I much 
doubt whether the being frighted by Hell, 
be fufficient to give a Mana well-srounded _ 


hope of Heaven : For when we fee Sin and 


Torment at one view, and fo near one to 
another, tis not fo eafie to be fure which 
of the two it is that, as we prefume, fcares 
the Sinner towards Heaven. And furely 
Repentance, which ought to be the ee 
of the whole Man, ard’ in fome fenfe the 
work of the whole Life, is very improper- 


ly begun, when Men have finifhed that 


courte, which it fhould have suided them 


in: Nor have Men caufe to prefume, that 


when God is feverely punifhing them for 
their Sins, he will vouchfafe them fo great 
a Grace as that of Repentance, which they 
would none of, till it could not make them 
ferviceable to him. And as for the oppor- 
nity “tis hop'd an expiring State may give 
Men for Repentance , they mutt needs be 
great Strangers to great Sicknefles, that can 
promife themfelves: fo unlikely a matter : 
VVho can fecure them, thar the Acurenefs 
of the Difeafe will not invade the Brain? 
and as Deliriums and Phrenfies are not un- 
frequent in Feavers, and other acute Dif- 


_ eafes , foin cafe they happen to perfevere, 


he 


VVretch’d patient is calt intoa defpe~ 


nd as near as. the Body is to its Diflolution, 
1¢ Man may be Deada pretty while before 


- But fuppofing he efcape thefe Accidents, 
hich make Repentance impo‘fible , a dan-. 
us Sicknefs has other Circumftances 
ugh to make it very uneafie’: For the 
ganical faculties of the Mind cannot but 
e dull’d and prejudic’d by the: Difcompo- 
re of the Spirits, by which their Fun- 
Hons are to be exercis’d ; and the fenfe of 
ain, the troublefome prefcriptions “of 
hyfitians, the loathfome and bitter Poti~ 
ns 5 the weakning Operation of Phyfick, 
Languithments produced by, want of 
tits , the’ Reftlefsnefs proceeding from 
at aud want of Sleep, the diitracting 
portunity of thofe interefted Perfons, 
ially if any of them be fufpeéted to 
r about the Dying Man’s Bed, as Birds 
rey that-wait fora Carcafs , the Sighs 
Tears of Friends and Relations tht. 
o take their lat Farewell, and to Im- 
it , The Lawyer that muft be di- 
d to draw up the VVill, the Divine 
mut be allowed to fay fomething con- 
ng the Soul, and the affrighted Con- 
¢, thar alone brings more difquier 
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ate condition, evnon this fide the Grave, 


a 
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than all the reft put together, do make a 
Dying Man’s condition fo Amazing, fo 
Difmal, and fo DiftraGting , that to think 
this an Opportune time to begin fuch a 
work, (which may well enough imploy the 
whole Man in his calmeft ftate of mind ) 
is a Madnefs as great as any, that ev’n a 
Death-Bed can, by the trantlation of, the 
- Humours into the Brain, occafion : For m 
part, I think ic fo wild, and fo unadvifable 
a thing to put off the beginning to provide 
all Graces to a Death-Bed, that 1 chink it 
uneafie enough fo much ‘as to exercife then 
_ thofe chat were acquit’d before 3 Meti being 
in thac {tate commonly unable fo much as 
‘to Reap the. confolation they. have been 
Sowing all along a pious Life. oat, 
. And this ( Sophronia) brings into my 
mind a confideration, which. being taken 
from, the very nature of a Death-Bed Re- 
pentance , thould me-thinks very much 
deterr Men from refolving before hand to 
rely ‘on it; And it is this, That granting 
thofe (Socians, and-orhers) to be mifta- 
ken, thar think fo late a Repentance to 
come too late to be available ; yet the 
_ Dying Sinner, though he. may be kepr from 
_ difpair-of pafling to Heaven, can fearce in 
an ordinary way havea comfortable ailu- 
rance of geting thither ;. For though it. be 


~ faid, 


i ye 
d, That atrue Repentance cannot come — 
olate', yet it isa hard thing to be certain, 
at fo late a Repentance is true... Since 
epentance confeiiedly importeth an aban- 
gening and renouncing of Sin, at leaf in 
fearty purpofe and refolution ; ’tis very 
ficult for an habitual Sinner, that remem- 
ers what vows. and purpofes of change 
of Life, Sicknefles or Dangers have for- 
merly indyc’d him to make, which were 
orgotteli, or violared, when the appre- 
enfions that occafion’d them were over ; 
cis hard I fay for fuch a One to, be fure, 
‘phat his prefent Repentance is not. of the 
fame ignoble and. uncurrent kind, fince 
‘nc has no Experience to fatisfie him thar it 
“would be ordinarily, though not conftantly, 
valent ever the oppofite Temptations ; 
fince alfo ( which is mainly to,be con- 
etd) ‘tis fo eafie fora Manto mittake 
the true hatred of Sin, and the love of 
God, ahorrour of Sin {pringing from the 
srefent painfull fenfe of the Mifchief pro- 
rdby it , together with the great fear of 
approaching Torments that it threatens, 
da ftrong defire of goiiug to Heaven, 
en feeing himfelf unable to ftay any lon- 
on Earth, he muft get thither toefcape | 
I... And as it is thus dificult, when a | 
1 already feels much Punifhment for 
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Sin, and fees himfelf in danger of -more, 
to difcern clearly'upon what account tt is, 
thar he is forry for what he has committed ; 
fo it mutt be certainly a ftate unfpeakably 
anxious -and uncomfortable to find ones 
felf dragz’d to the Grave, without know- 
- ing whether the laft ‘Trumpet thal! call 
him thence to Heaven, ‘or to Hell : And if 
he fhould be deceiv’d in judging of the 
Validity of his Repentance, the fatal er- 
tour would be remedilefs, and the miftake 
far fadder and more horrid than that of 
the Syrtans , who, when they thought they 
were artiv’d Victorious at Dothan, found 
themfelves ar the mercy of their Enemies. 
in Samaria, 2 Kings 6. 18. To conclude, 
( Sophronia) he that refolves not to te- 
nounce his Sins, till he thinks Chrift ready 
— to renaunce-him for them, may very pro- 
_ bably lofe his Soul, and has moft certainly 
loft his Ingenuity ; and that will appear a 
very fad lofs for a Man, that being by Death 
denied the opportunities of aCtually lead- 
ing a new and pious Life, mult derive his 
comfort from the aflurance that he fincerely 
“inrendsir, meek 
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MEDITATION XIV. 
q pon the: Apprebenfions of a Relapfe. 


Have now at length , Eufebia, by the 
goodnefs of God, re ain'd that meafure 
Health, whichmakes the Doétor allow 
€ to return to my former Studies, and 
Recreations, and Dyet; and ina word, to 
ny wonted courfe of Life, fo thatthe Phy- 
n having difmifs’d himfelf , nothing - 
feems more feafonable and pertinent to my . 
prefent Condition, than that of our Saviour 
ro the Paralitick Man, to whom he gave 
both Recovery, and an Admonition, which, 
he obey’d, he found the more advan- 
jous of the two; Behold, thow art made 
ole; Sin no more, least a worfe thing come 
o thee. But 1am not fo free from the 
rchenfions of an Ague, as my’ Friends 
ik me from the danger of it: For ha- 
¢ fadly Experiencd the uneafinels of 
kefs, I am thereby brought, though at 
Yeafie Rate, to fet a high Value upon 
alth, and be avery Jealous Preferver of 
ereat a Bleffing ; and thofe petty Chil- 
les that Gunesty regarded not, but was 
‘to impute to nothing bur Fumes of the 
1, ot Melancholy Vapours, are a 
ee a aa, _ able 
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able to give me hot Alarms, and make me 
apt to fancy them the fore-runners, if not 
the beginners, of the Cold fir of an Asue, 
the firlt Invafion of thar Difeafe having 
been preceded by the like Diftempers ; and 
accordingly, I carefully avoid che leaft Ir- 
regularities in point of Dyet, or of any 
other kind that may any ways endanger a 
Relapfe into the Difeafe thar once handl’d 
me fo ill. But why. fhould Ibe more ap- 

_ prehenfive for my Body than my Mind; 
and if at, anytime (as it may but too often 
happen) any Sin (hould come to be pre- _ 
on in my Mind, why fhould I not be 
follicitoufly afraid of all the occafions and 
approaches of it, and tremble ar thefe Com- 
motions of the Appetite, which would not 
elfe perhaps be formidable to me, in cafe 
I have found that fuch Beginnings indulo’d 
or neglected have ended in aQual Sin, the 
real Difeafe ofthe Soul; and as dange- 
rous Sicknelles do for the moft part leave 
a crafie Difpofition behind them, which | 
threatens Relapfes , fo Sins once prevalent, 
though afterwards fuppreft, do yet leave 
behind them a fecret Difpofition or Pro- 
penfity to the Repetition of the fame faults ; 
and as tis lefs difficult to find examples of 
Bodily Difeafes, than of. Spiritual ones, 
where the. Patient ‘is. protected from Re-. 

a lapfes, 


. Cee pit 
apfes; fo I think we fhould be more watch- 
pl againft falling back into the Sins; than — 
nto the Sicknefles, we have once found our 
elves fubje& to, -unlefs we would think, 
hat a greater Danger,and of a Nobler part, _ 
“deferv'd lefs of our care. - | ay 
MEDITATION XV. 

Upon his Reviewing and Tacking together 
the feveral Bills fil'd up inthe Apo- 

thecary's Shop, 


Ries my Curiofity, Sophronia, or my 
, Value of Health, has: made it my- 
Cuftom , when I have pafs’d through a 
courfe of Phyfick, to review the particu- 
Jars it confifted of ; That taking notice by 
what Remedies I found moft good, and by 
what, little or none ; if I fhould fall into — 
like Diftemper for the future, I might 
erive fome advantage from my paft Ex- 
erience. In compliance with this Cuftom, 
I was this Day reviewing and putting — 
her the Doétor’s feveral Prefcriptions 
-me back by the Apothecary ; Good 
god ! faid J, in my felf, what a multitude - 
npleafant Medicines have I been or- 
‘dto take: The very Numbring, and 
Reading 


2 aaa ( 230) 
'. Reading them were able to Difcompofe me, 
and make me almoft Sick, though the ta- 
king of them help’d to make me VVell. 
And certainly, if when I was about to enter 
into a courfe of Phyfick, all thefe loath- 
fome Medicines, and uneafie Prefcriptions, 
had been prefented tome together, as things 
I muft take, and comply with, I fhould 
have utterly defpair’d of a Recovery that 
mutt be fo obtain’d, and {hould not perhaps 
have undertaken fo difficult and. tedious a 
Work , out of an apprehenfion thar it 
would prove impoflible for me to go tho- 
row with it. Thus when a Man confiders 
the Duties, and the Mottifications, that are 
sequifite to a recovery out of a ftate of Sin, 
into a ftate of Grace, he muftbe refolute 
enough, -if he be not deterr'’d from under- 
taking the conditions thar Piety requires, 
by fo many and great difficulties as will 
prefent themfelves to. his affrighted Ima- 
gination: But let not this.make him De- 
{pondent’; for ‘tis true, that thefe dif- 
compofing Medicines, if Imuft have taken 


_ fo much as atenth part of them in one Day, — 


would have either difpatch’d me,- or dif- 


abled me to endure the taking any the next. _ 


But then, although I now fee thefe trouble- 


. 


fome" Prefcriptions all at. once,:1 did not. 


— ufe chem fo, but took only one or two harfh 
, . eG Reme- 


. Cee ee 
omedies in one Day, and thereby was. 
bled to Lear them, efpecially being af- 
ed by moderate Intervalls of Refpite, 
d fupported both, by other feafonable’ 
ordials, and by that higheft Cordial, the 
ope that the ufe of thefe troublefome 
ans of Recovery would {oon ftee me 
m the zeed of them. And thus, though 
the hardthips of Piety are, by the.Ghoftly 
_and Carnal enemies of it, wont to be re~ 
prefented to one that begins to srow a 
~ Convert, fo great and formidable.a Mulri- 
_ tude as to be infuperable ; yer if he con- 
fider, that though his fore-fight meet with 
them allat once, yet he will need to orap- 
) ple with them but one after another , and 
) may be as well able to overcomea Temp- 
tion this Day; or to Morrow, as he did 
mother Yefterday : So that to this cafe | 
may in fome fenfe be applied , that 
et Counfel, or Precept) of our Sa-_ 
ur, not tobe follicitous for to Morrow, 
charge no more upona Day than the 
lethat belongs toit. And if he con- 
too, That asa wife Phyfitian has al- 
$a gréat care, that his Remedies be nor 
oportionate to the Patient's Strength, 
after harfh Phyfick to relieve him 
1 Cordials , fo God will not fuffer 
that intruft themfelves to him tobe 
| tempred 
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(ize). - 
“tempted above what they are able, bue 
‘will allow them Cordials after their Suffer- 
ings ; incdfe he do not turn the Sufferings 
~themfelves “into Cordials. .If (1 fay ) 
our new Convert fhall confider things’ of 
this Nature, he will not be much difcou- 
rag’d by the appearance of difficulties, 
that will as. much ennoble and indear his 
fuccefs, as they can oppofe it ; and he will 
never defpair of Victory in an engage- 
ment. where he may juftly hope to. have 

God for his Second, and Heaven fot his © 
Reward. | / 


| etcasionan 
REFLECTIONS, 


x 


Retizetron Th. 6.4 


Upon the fight of fome varioufly Colour’d — 
° ye Clemdsis: : 
es ee | 
mere is amongit us a fort of vain 
and flanting Grandees, who for their 
# own Unhappinefs, and their Age's, 
do bur too much refembie thefe painted 
Clouds; for both the one and other are 
levated to a Station; that makes moft Men 
kupon themjas far above them; and their 
pictioufnefs is often increas’d by the 
t Sun-thine of the Prince’s favour, 
though ir really leaves them Crea- 
of the fame frail Nature that it found 
n of, does yer give them a Luftre anda 
Wdinefs, chat much, attracts the Eyes ; 
i: Rg 


tm 


ON Sa Pa et 


ANGERS 


Me 


and pertiaps the Envy and Refpest of thofe _ 


: faperficial Gazers upon things, that are 


~ wont to be Amus’d, if not Dazl’d,with their — 


infignificant Out-fides. But the Parallel 
holds further ; for as, in fpight of thefe 
Clouds fublimity and confpicuoufnefs, they 


are ku Aéry and Unfolid things, confifting 


of Vapours, and fteer’d by every VVind ; 
So the fine People I am comparing them 


too, in {pight of their Exaltation, and of all 


the Shew they make, are really bur flight 


‘Perfons, deftitute of intrinfick and folid 


worth , and guided either by their own — 
blind Lufts, and Paffions, or elfe by Inte- 
refts as fickle as thofe, (to which it will be 
no addition to fay) or as variable as the 


~ VVind. And as thefe Clouds, though they 


feem Vaft as well as High, and are perhaps 
able, for a while,to make the Sky fomewhat 


Dark, have ufually but a thort duration, and 


either quickly fall down in Rain, or are 
quite dufipated, and made to difappear :_ 
Sothefe Titled perfors, what Shew foever 
their Greatnefs makes, do oftentimes,either 
by a voluntary Humility and Repentance, 
as it, were, defcend of their own accord, 
anc’, by doing of good, ‘endeavour to ex- 
piate and make amends for their former 
Ufelefnefs, if not Mifchiefs,; or elfe, after: 


\ 
{ 


having been ‘for a while ftared at, Hy do 
He ' (fome 


eee Oe 
me of them more flowly, and fome 
more abruptly ) vanifh ; without leaving 
hind them ‘any thing that can fo much as 
rtain our Sight in the very place, where 
re they Inerofs'd it : And this Ruine 
etimes happens to the moft Elevaced 
ons, from that very Prince, whofe fa- 
made them attraé fo many Eyes; as 
uds are oftentimes difpers’d before 
Night, by che fame Sun that had rais’d and 
rilded them in the Morning. 


REFLECTION. IL | 
iy  ghpon bis making of # Five, 


Ow many fruitlefs Blatts have I been 
fpending upon this fullen Fire ! "Twas 
ough, the Greennefs of this VVood, 
ade it fo uneafie to be Kindled ; burs. 
alone the greatnels of the Loggs, 
ich the Fire could takeno hold, bur 
he intervention of fuch {maller. Sticks 
ere at firft wantinghere : WVitnels, 
had no fooner laid ona little Brufh- 
, bit the Flame; from thofe kindled 
s; invading and prevailing on the 
5 grew fuddenly grear enough to 
ae Kz. threaten 


ep ee 


SE een 


yale oe 


threaten to make the Houfe it felf part of 
its Buel, and turn it to fuch Athes as it 
takes hafte to reduce the VVood - into, 
Me-thinks the blaze of this Fire fhould 
light me to difcern fomething inftructive 
init: Thefe Blocks may reprefent our Ne- 


ceflary , thefe Sticks ovr les important, | 


Religious ractices, and this afpiring Flame, 
the - fabeile Inhabitor of that of Hell. 
*Twil be but fucceflefly, that che Devil can 
attempt our grand Refolves, ull he have 


-firit Mafter’d our lefs confiderable ‘ones ; 
and made his fucceiles againit thefe, not 


only Degrees, but Inftruments, in the De- 
ftroying of the other : Our more neglected 


and fecmingly trivial Affections,having once 
‘receiv'd his Fiery impreffions, do eafily 


impart them to higher Faculties, and ferve 
to Kiadle folider Materials. Ir is therefore 
che fafelt way, to be faithful ev’n to our 
icler Determinations, and watchfull over 
our lef$ predominant Paffions , and when- 
{cever we find our felves tempted to vio- 


1 
& 


lare ‘the former, or negleét the latter, not 


fo barely to calt one Eye upon the feem- 


ing. ineonliderablenefs of what we are in- 


3 and 


f i rae { 
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REFLECTION 111, 


Upon my Spaniels Carefulaes not to life 
eA + Bap th a flrange ple. i ee 


te my ftay at Home, whillt every, 
much of their Landlord’s Spanic!, thar’ 
r{eemrd to have added to Oracles that 
Proverb of Love me, love my Dogz, the’ 
ajoll’'d’ Cut would never keep at honic ; 


gad, made me few Vifits, thar colt me. 
the trouble of fendins for hia, But. 
that we are ina place, where he {ecg 
more Men than Strangers, he ttirrs not™ 
h my Heels, and waits fo clofe, and- 
fully, that ic were now more difficult 

ofehim, than it was formerly to keep | 
from wandring. Thus doth it ocne- 


| numerous outward Objects , which, — 
ing onus, give our Gaddings to them, 
Temptation of an inviting welcome ;. 
' inclin’d are we to forget and wander 
| our great Mafter ; Bur when we are - 
Reg Ceo 


‘d, prove Inftrumental, cither to endan- 


# Body this Cur chanc’t to meet, made~ 


wh 


\ 


tt being welcom’d to fo many places a= 


fare with us ; whillt weare Environed ~~ 


a (ae) we 
- depriv'd ‘of’ thofe Enveigling Courters, 
our Maker too is freed from thofe feducing. 
Rivals, and our undiftra@ted Affections are 
brought to fettle on their noblett Object, 
by the removal, and the difplacing, as well 
as they would be by the Knowledge and the 
Undervaluation, of inferiour ones... Lord! 
. when Ilofea Friend, or any, outward Idol 
of my Fondnefs, teach me to reduce him 
to leave thee his Heir, by taking that lofs 
for a Summons, to transfer and. fertle my 
‘whole Love on Thee ; and if ‘Thou but 
~ -youchfafe to make me fo happy 5. I thall. 


think my felf enough fo, not to Envy hims 


to whom the lofs of his Afles prov’d an 
occafion of his finding a Crowns and. {hall 
“not fo much Regret what thy Difpenfations. 
‘fhall have taken from me, as Gratulate to 
niy felf their having. reduc’d,. me. unto 
Bo eee ; 


ue 
wh 


yous 


REFLECTION IY. 


upon the prodrgioufly wet weather, which 
happend. the Summer that Colchelter 
was Befiegd, ( 1 64 3. ) vs 


FFOw firangely unfeafonable is this 
ff Melancholy weather } and how tedi- 


er? More than thefe few lait Weeks have 
st afforded us half as many Days, wherein 
e were neither troubl’d with Showry,: or 


ature’s Kindnefs unto Rhodes, = 
b h ‘ At “Rhodes 
tbetrue what Geographers the 4iy ‘is ne 
slate of that Ifland, that *tisa vr (fo Dim 
ity forthe Inhabitants tofee “pest 
a Day pafs without their feeing ober the sun 
C f fj tk f \ C Pliny, 1 aes: 
m to have infe&ted our very 4/0 [2s te 


Tactile 


4 ‘ 


“ecabaaa Sky, as in Men’s 


nake Fires, not againft Winter, but a- 
Cold, have generally difplac’d the 
id, andthe verdent Orfaments of their 


ethan Flora; and fome begin to doubt, 
her our Almanacks be not miltaken, 
no this Moneth Fuly inftead of No- 
. But notwithftanding all this ap- 


ds Maturity in our Orchards, we doubt 


Ca ns 


‘a Winter have we indur’d this Sum. 


reaten’d by Cloudy, weather ; and wein. 
gland have ereat Temptations to envy 


he Sun “For among us, the bineth om»: 


sand Serenity is asgreata [2 F Pi 


aneys, and think Vuwlcaa more proper’ 


tance of VVinter above our Heads , yet: 
t we fee, that Cherries, and Straw- 

‘ies, and other Summer fruits, do grow, 

hough but flowly, make a Progrels to- - 


Ra not: 


e 


onfciences ; fo thatthofe; who are wont | 


~ , ets C248) 
not that’tis Summer, and expect thar thefe. 
Fruits, though they will not be Early ones, 
will at length come to be Ripe ones. a 
. . Thus, for Reafons , which, though we 
know not yet, our knowing of God may 
afiure us to be both VVife, and’ Ju, a 
pious Soul may {ometimes be reduc’d to fo 
fad a Condition, that the Face of Heaven — 
does to Her appear perpetually. over-caft ; 
and the Tokens of God's Difpleafure do 
fo clofely follow one another, thaty to bor-. 
row Solomon’s Phrafe , The Clouds return 
after the Rains, Butif, notwithftanding all 
this, the feemingly deferted Soul, do, like 
the good Ground mention’d in the, Gofpel, 
bring forth Fruit with Perfeverance 3 if 
_ Prayer, Charity, Refignation, and. thofe 
other Divine Graces, that are wont to be 
the proper and genuine Produétions. of 
God’s Spirit, do flourifh, and profper in 
the Soul, we mav fafely conclude that Soul, 
though never fo Dilconfolate, to be in the 
ftace of Grace, and that fhe really receives. 
the bleft Affiftances of Him, who can alone 
give the Increafe (to the Seeds of Piety 
and Virtue) though not in the glad and 
confpicuous way of an unclouded Heaven, 
yet in the cfedtual, thougli fecret, Method 
of fractifving Influences ; and we may 
reafonably: hope , Thag He that has bet 
Oe ~ only 


. CG a ei : 
ly begun a good Work, but ‘catty'd iton — 
orow fych Impediments, and Difadvan. 
ages, will perfec it, by bringing the flow, 
yet gradually, ripening Fruit to the due 
erfeCion: For thofe that are the humble 
shrittian’s proper Graces do fo much de- 
end upon the Author,thar, if they Flourith, 
is hiding himfelf in Clouds need nor 
Ke us doubt the Fruits we fee, tobe the 
ductions of the Son of Righteoufnefs, 
ough we fee Him nor... VVe muft not. 
y_ conclude it VVinter with the Soul, 
lough the Heaven be Lowring, provided - 
e Earth be, Fruicfull ; but remember, 
at the faving Influence of God’s Spirit. 
ay be, where his comfortable Pref 
lot perceiv'd : The Living in fenfible 
vomforts and Joys, is rather apart of our 
ward, than of our Duty ; andthat-(con-— 
uently ) it may fave many Modeft and - 
us perfons a great deal of Difquict, if 
y would learn to judge of their Spiritual - 
dition, rather by the Duties, and Ser- 
es, they pay God, rhan by the prefent 
nfolations he vouchfafes Them 3 or, ina 
rd, rather. by what they do, than by what 
Wicel, Me we | | 
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REELE©TION Vivo .. 
Upon bis being Carv’d to at A Pealt, 2 


“We Horew many hands hath this Plate 
7 paffed, before it’came to mitie;) arid 
yet, though I bow’d to every one of 'thofe 
that helpe toConveigh it, 1 kept my" chief 
and folemneft Acknowledgment for the fair 
Lady that fent ir. VVhy fhould/ft thou 
not, Oo my Soul, inftrucichy Gratitude to 
treadin the fteps of thy: Civility? VVhen 
thou receiveft any Blefling’ from that Father 
of Lights, from whom every good and perfett 
Gift comes down, pay-a fitting fhare of thy 
thanks to them that hand:it to. thee ; but 
chorow all thofe meats," look principally to: 
that God that fends it: “Let not the Pipe 
ufurp upon the Spring, (that were as ab- 
furd, as’twere for me to Kifs my  hand’to 
che'Plate, or at beft, to thofe that helpt to 
conveigh ir, with a negled& of the Lady\) 


but fo paythy due Acknowledsments'to the 


Reachers 5 that thou be fure to’ referve thy 
ptincipal Thanks, and: higheft ftrains of 
Gratitude, for the Giver. ! 


{ 
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“REFLECTION Vis. 
tepon the fight of a Losking-glafs, with | 
BL: athe nants ap is 


» 
Piety rh 
a te" 


d. 9 His Glafs; has a Frame fo curi- 
_ ous, and fo rich, that though 
Id fearce, if 1 ,would, with-hold:my 
s from Gazing hete ; yets1 believe, the 
tation it has on my Cutiofity,,is no 
ore than what it, generally has-on that of 
hers ; and by the‘attcention.with which — 
w, €v'n you, Gentlemen, furveigh ir, I 
safily perfwaded, that one needs not 
ady, not tolpafs by fuch.a: Looking~ 
ithout repaitingtodt 
iz. I am muchof your. opinion, Lra- 
or, and {uch a fight as this has often | 
ame a greater Friend, than many fe- 
Perfons are, to Eloquence in), Ser- 
For) as, if this. very Glafs had been 
here in; a-maean or common-Frame, 
uld {carce have ftopp’d us in our. Paf=, 
ough the Room, or have invited us 
mnfule it ;. fo a Sermon, may, by the 
rt of Auditors, be leftunregarded, 
it be for Subftance excellent : 


VVhen 


(52) 


~-VVhen, asthe Frame, though it be not part 


of the Glafss not (hews us any sae of our 
Faces, does yet, by itscyrious VVork-man. 
thip, attrac our Eyes , and fo invite us to 


—confult the Glafs, that is held forth in ir, 


fothe Wit, and fine Language, wherein it 
is Drefs’'dup, though it be no Effential or 
Theological part of the Sermon , yetitis — 
often that which invites Men to hear, or — 
readit. : on / 

~ Lind, V think indeed , Eugenims, that 
Wir and Eloquence do highly recommend 


Sermons, and devout Compofures, to the 


Curiofity’ and Atcention of fome, that elfe 
would {carcely mind’ them and upon that 


account, I allow of your Comparifon, but 


give me leave to'carry it on a little further, 
by obferving , That as the curious Frame 
doth as well pleafe,as attraét,the Eye, with- 
outreprefenting to it the lively Image of the 
beholders Face ; fo the fine Exprefions 
you applaud, are commonly parts of a Ser-_ 
mon that ‘have no fpecular Virtuein them, 

I mean, that have no Power, like a ‘good 


i Looking-glafs, to acquaint the: Beholder 


wt 


with the true Image or Reprefentation of 
his own Complexion, and Features : Nor 
will this Gaudy frame fhew him what is 


otherwife than it fhould be, the difcovery 


of which, neverthelefs, in order to the 
| rectifying ’ 


edifying what is amifs, is the principal 
d genuine ule of a Looking-glafs; and 
rcfore, as no skilfull Man will judge of 
 goodnefs of a Glafs, by thefinenels of 
-Frame, but rather by its giving him a 
e Reprefentation of his Face, without 
ng it the worfe, for thewing him its 
sles, and Warts, or other Blemithes, if 
e any; fo no wife Chriftian will 
of a rowfing Sermon, rather by the 
age, thanthe Divinity, or will think 
orle of a good Book, for difcovering , 
faults, or making him think the worfe 
his own, or other Men’s, ill courfes, 
Eufeb, Let me add, Gentlemen, that as 
ien a Glafs has arich and gawdy Frame, 
lildren’s Eyes are oftentimes fo enter- 
md and amus’d with it, that they are re- 
lefs of any thing elfe ; and for the fake. 
at part, which they can but {ee, they, 
inmindfull to confule that ufefuller part, 
fe Office it is, to difcover to them, 
ulclves : So, when there is too much of 
orick ina Sermon, many, that fhould 
Children, have their Attention, not 
o attracted, bur fo detain’d, by that, 
they are not thereby invited to-confule, 
verted from regarding, the more in- 
ve part of the Difcourfe.. And the 
VVitty and Critical fort of Auditors, 
| ts are 


‘I A A cd 
‘aiming at fo much as his own Difchatge: 
Ina word, in fuch kind of Sermons, there — 
is little fpoken, either fromthe Heart, or to 
the Heart ; the Orator and the Auditory _ 
tacitely agreeing to deceive themfelves ; 
and the Converfion of Sinners, being nei-— 
cher the efleét, nor the aim, of fuch. florid; 
bus unedifying, Difcourfes , the. bufinefs is 
tranflated on both fides, as if the Preacher 
thought he had done his part, when he has 
‘fhewn his VVit, andthe Hearers thought 
they had done theirs, when they have com-— 
mended it. 7 | Wie 


on 


REELECTION VIL. 
Upon my Spaniels fetching me my Glue. 


| Pre Cur ! How importunate is he to 
be imploy’d about bringing me this 
Glove 2 and with what Clamours, and how 
many Fawnings, does he court me to fling it © 
him’? I never faw him fo eager fot apiece © 
of Meat, as I find him for a Glove: And . 
yet he knows it is no Food for him, noris— 
it Hunger that creates his Longings for it; ” 
for now [have caftithim, he does nothing _ 
elfe withit, but (witha kind of Pride to 
be fent for it, anda fatisfaétioa which his 


glad | 


1 


Geftures make 


n his power, to return it asa prefent to 
is Matter. But he mutt not bring me thus 
mpty Glove ; it is inthee, my Soul, to 
is Accident with InfruGion sby learning 
Religion, as dif-intere{s’d a Behaviour 
ards God, as Nature taught this Brute 
reature towards me. I will in my ade 
ciles, for Externals, lefsearneftly implore 
them for the fervice theymay do me, than 
for the fervice I may do God with them; 
(as Princes Commands are look’d 
on by Courtiers as: Honours, and as Fa- 
s) contenting my felf wich the:Satis- 
n of being trufted, and imploy’d by 
n'y I willrejoyce at. the liberaller Ex- 
hons of his Love, as they may be in- 
vd into proportionablé Expresfions of - 
> and will beg no Largefs of his 
ity, Without a defign of referring irra 
MOVVss005 ey | ia 
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REELECTION IX. 


3 Upon the making of a Fire with Char= 
as coal, 


\ 


‘ 


a Hofe thar Luft fafcinates are apt to 
. ff imagine, that if they can-fupprefs 
its vifible Effe@s, and fentible Hear, that 
will be fufficient to free them from all the 


_Mifchiefs, they need fear from it: But 


Lut is fo pernicious: a Guett, that not only 
he is very watchfull to intrude again where 


_ he-has once been entertain'd , but, norwith- 
ftanding his Abfence, he may continue to 
do Mitchief to ‘thofe that feem to have 


quite expell’d him. Foras WVoed that is 
once thorowlv ‘fet on Fire, may afterwards 


. have that Fire quite choak’d, and extin- 
guiih’d, and yerby thofe changes be wrn'd 


into Charcoal, whereby itis not only made . 
Black, but difpos’d to be far more eafily 
Kindled, and Confum’d than before ; fo 


« thofe, who have once had their Hearts” 


thorowly poflelt by the pernicious Flames ° 
of Luft, (which is indeed, to imploy an ° 
infpir’d Exprefion, to 4e fet on Fire of Hell ) 


~ey’'n when they have ftifled thefe crimi- 


fial Flames, and feel no more of their Heat, 
LA | may 
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“not only have their Reputation irre. 


mmonly carry about with them an un- 
ppy Difpofition to be re-inflam dy and 
have by afew Sparks, and a little Blow- 

thofe deftrutive Fires fo re-kindled, 
to Rage more farally.thanever, 


REFLECTION, x, .. 
" hing through a Prifmatical or Tri- - 
angular Glofs, 


His more than flattering Glafs;a- 
‘dorns all the Obje@s I look. on 
wit; with a Variery of Colours, 
fe Vividnefs does.as much charm my 

e, asahcir Nature pofesmy Reafon';. _ 
thout the help of the Sun, and Clouds, 
fords’ me.as many Rain-bkows as 1 
fe. And not only when I look on Trees, 
Meadows, aid Gardens, and fuch other 

&s thar are of them{elves acceptable 
he Sight, this Glafs lends them Or- 

ents above any they are beholdem for, : 
er to Nature, or: Are: But when | - 
my Eyes upon: conrfer, and homely — 
ae a things, 


2s 
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chings, and ev’n on Dunghills, this favou- 
rable Interpofer prefents them to me in 
~ fuch curious and gawdy Colours, that ir 
does not fo properly hide their Defor- 
mities, as tuake them appear Lovely; fo 
that which way foever 1 turn my Eyes, 
I find them falured, as if I were in fome 
Rich Jewellers Shop, with Saphires, To- 
- pazes, Emerauds, and other Orient Gems, 
the Vividnefs of whofe Colours, may ju- 


|  ftifie thofe thar think Colours to be but 


aisle Light , which, by thefe various 
Refle@ions, and Refractions, comes to be 
rather Dy’d than Stain’d. : : 


“q 


But this Glafs mutt as well afford me In- — 


firuction, as Delight, and ev’n by deceiving 
me, teachme: For thus, finful Chriftians, 


when God looks upon them in themfelves, — - 
muft needs feem too Polluted, and Dis- — 


_ fteur’d not to appear Loathfom te Him, who 
“48 of purer Eyes than to bebold Ingutty without 
Abhorrency ; bute when Chritt inretpofes 
betwixt his Eyes and Us, we then feem far 
— other things than otherwife we fhould, and 
not only we do not appear Filthy, but we do 
appear Lovely, if not Glorious, And as 


though, fome Objects, as things ely 


White, and Flames, look better throug 
this Glafs, than homely and dirty ones; 


y ai 


reo Ci | 
evn thefe, look’d upon through this 
s, are more Richly adorn’d, than the. 
ets beheld without it : So, whatever 
rerice there may Le betwixt Perfoas: 
tare either Innocent, or Exemplary, 
mm thebare account of Morality ; and 
fe ignorant or frail Children of God, 
t, in themfelves confider’d , would be 
ch inferiour to thofe newly mention’d ; 
when thefe are look’d upon thorow 
ft, they are much more acceptable in. 
d’s Eves, than the others confider’d oué 
f him. And I thalladd this further, thar, 
hereas my looking upon Obje&s through 
e Prifm, however it makes them appear 
my Eyes, does work no real Change in 
things themfelves, but leaves thofe thar — 
homely and foul before, foul and 
acly fill ; God’s gracious looking upon 
1 Chrift, makes us by degrees. become 
or his Goodnefs to take delight in, 
has an improving and transfiguring 
fet on us, like the Sun, that cherithes 
en and unblown Flowers, and paints 
awith their curioufelt Colours, by his 
on them, Since then, the Scrip- 
ls us, that we are not only recohcil’d 
» but, if I may fo exprefs it, are 
‘ated and endeaved to him inthe Be- 
a ie loved 


tle BR i i! yy Ba aa 
ore } 
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loved 3 How much do we owe to that 


bleed Saviour, upon whofe Account we — 
enjoy the invaluable cer to appear 
(and grow fit to do fo) pleafing in God's 


Eyes? which befides, that ir is the highett 
‘Honour, leads to the higheft Happiaeds , 


or cather, is the one as well as the other. 
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out Which trea: of ee 
Angling Improv'd © 


To Spiticugl Ufes, 


DISCOURSE I. 
ae very fair Morning, — 


@ He Sun had as yet but approach’d the 
@ Eaft, and my Body as yet lay move- 
{s in the Bed’, whilft my roving Thoughts 
ere in various Dreams, rambling to di- 
t places, when, me-thought, I heard 
name feveral times pronounc’d by a not 
known Voice ; This noife made me; as 

as foon after told, half open ay Eyes, 
fee who it was that made it, bur fo faint= 
hat I had quickly let my Self fall afleep 


upon the being calla apon to rife early on 


if the fame Party had not the fecond . 


OCCASIONAL REFLECTIONS, — 


~ 


WIL PAE pS eI aT SOS Paget Late ey! 
a ¢ 


ie 


t ay id 
time call’d me louder than.before, and ad- 
ded to his Voice the pulling me by the — 
Arm. Bur though. this wak’d me fotar, as 
to make mie take notice that 1 was call’d 
upon to rife , yet my Drowfinefs, and my 
Unwillingnefs to forgo ‘a not unpleafant 
Dream, keeping me from difcerning di- 
{tinély, who it was that call’d me, made 
me briskly enough bid him,» what ever his 
bufinefs were, let me alone ; But though at 


the fame time; I turn’d away. my Head to 


dbun the Light, though dim 5 which at the 
half open’d Curtain ihone in upon.me, yer 
the Party inftead of complying with my 
defires, did by throwing opemthe Curtains, 
further let in fo much more Light upon my 
‘Face, that finding it would not ferve my 
turn to keep my Eyes fhut, L open’d them to 
fee who it was that gave me this unwelcome 
Diturbance. This 1 had no fooner done, 
than I perceiv’d that *twas Eufebzus, who 


with Lindamor, and two or three other 


Friends, was come tocall me to.go a Fith- 
ing, toa place, where by appointment we 
were to meet about Sun-rifing. The re- 
Tpectl paid Eafebsus, and the value I plac’d 


upon his. Converfation, covered me with 
- Bluthes to be thus furpris’d by him, and 
_oblig’d me to fatisfie him as well as I could, 
how much I was ttoubl’d and afhamyd to 


oe ms have 


Pe i ia 
ot fie of his: Cor Dhiba bid st ie 
to my Bed-fide, which I ought, ae 
ded to have waited on him. And'thus, 
ft I was making him my Apologies, 
he was pleafantly reproaching me for 
azinefs, and Laughing | at the “diforder 
id not yet got quite out of, Imade athift 
‘ily to get on my Cloaths, and put my 
‘into a condition of attending him and 
Company to the River-fide. ; 
hilft we were walking chither-ward, 
ndamor Was minding ‘Eufebius of ihe 
omife he’ had made the Day before , to 
ercife, upon moft of the things thar fhould 
cur to us, his Art of making Occafional — 
f -Gtions J was delighting n my felf with | 


elicioufnefs, of that promi ng Morn _ 
: io ee the frefhnefs of the aa “aq 


7 ait Malick ie the numerous. S Bieds. 
it with as melodious as. chearfull Voices 
slcom’ d fo fair a morning.’ The. curious: 
ent Célours wherewith the rifing. 
bellith’d rhe Eaftern part of the Sky;. 
ove all thar fource of Light ,. who, 

h. he thews us all that.we fee of glo- 
d fair; fhews us. nothing fo fair'and: 
shimfelf; did fo charm and cran{ | 
that I ‘could: not hold expreffing 
Rega oe my 


| , {4) 
my fatisfaGtion in tearms that, Eugentus was 
after pleafed to fay, needed not Rhymes to 
make them Poetical. And the fenfe of this 
invited me toadd, that I now would not for 
~ any thing have mifs’d being wak’d , and 
thought my felf hugely cblig’d to Eufebius’s 
freedome, that would not fuffer me to fleep 
out fo glorious a Morning, nor lofe the fa- 
tisfaGtion of fuch defirable Company. © 
 Eufebius, who was but a little way off in 
difcourfe with Lixzdamor, over-hearing a 
good part of what I had faid, thought fit to 
take thence a Rife, to begin complying with 
his Friends requefts, and accordingly, walk- 
_ ing up towards me, and addreffing himfelt 
to me, he told me, you are unconcern’d 
enough, Phzlaretus, in what Iam about to 
fay, to make it allowable for me to tell 
Lindamor, that what has this Morning hap- 
pen’d to,you, puts me in mind of what I 
have feveral times obferv’d on another oc-. 
~ cafion. For whena Man is folull’d afleep.: 
by fenfual pleafures , that like one that 
fleeps, he has but the faculty, not the ex-- 
ercife of Reafon, and takes his Dreams for. 
realities , if fome ferious Divine, of other 
devout Friend, concern’d for the Sinnet’s 
foul, or his glory that Dy’d to redeem it, 
endeayour to awaken him, and rowfe him 
out of that State wherein he lies fo much at 
oN 3 : eafe ; 


afe ; fuch attempts are wont at firtt tobe. 
ok’'d upon by the lazy Sinner, enamour’d 
f his eafe, and prefent conditien’, but as 
ieces of unfeafonable, if not uncivil offici- 
ufne(s, and entertaining the Light it felf 
san unwelcome Guett, ‘he obitinately 
is his Eyes againft that which alone 
kes them ifefull and inftead of looking 
the Ateempter: as his Friend, he 
shim, and expoftulates with him, and 
shim almoftas an Enemy; Infomuch, 
t too often thofe thar love the welfare of 
Is too little, or their own eafe too much, 
tgo, with their hopes, their endeavours to _ 
claim him. But if by God’s bleffine, upon. 
e€ conftancy of this kindnefg, and the hae 
is in of fo much Light upon the Sinner, 
at he finds himfelf unable to continue his 
aber any longer with ir, he comes to be 
orowly awak’d, he quickly grows fen- 
fe that he is brought out of the Kinodome 
Darknefs into a true and marvellous 
ght , and inftead, of thofe empty fleeting 
ams, which did before amufe’ and de- 
im, and whichrorellith, and be fond 
he Eyes of his Mind mut be as well 
as thofe of his Body , he is admitted 
ble and manly encertainments, fuch as’ 
on chufes, Confcience applauds, and 
himfelf approves. And this ii 
Py r 23 a «his 


his condition he finds. 


ee 


%, 


he would not for all the World return 


again to that , he was at firlt fo angry to be 


dufwaded from, andhe doesnot forgive, 


bur thank the Perfon that difquiered him, 
and blufhes at the Remembrance of his 
having reduc’d others to importune him to 
be happy : And betwixt fhame and grati- 
tude, the fenfe of his prefent, and of his 
patt condition pofleffing him, how much he 
has reafon to make his Refcuer as well a- 
mends for what he indur’d, as retributing 
for what he acted for him, he does per- 
chance, efpecially in the firft fervours of his 


Leal, think himfelf as much oblig’d to his 


‘Awakener, agPhrlemon was to Saint. Paal, 
to whom the Scripture fays, that he ow'd 


even himfelf, And fometimes fuch anew 


Convert, as 1am {peaking of, will think his 
Obligation tothe Inftrument of his change 


fo fuitable to the. tranfcendent fatisfaction 
he finds in the change it felf, that he would 
defpair of feeing his Benefactor {ufficiently 


~ gecompens’d, if he did not remember a 


faying of the Prophet , ( That thofe that 


| turaa others to Righteoufnefs, {hall [bine as the 


Stars for ever and ever,) that gives him 


ground to hope that God himfelf ( whofe 


plenty as well as bounty is inexhauited ) 


will ‘make the Recompence his VVork: 


' 


(ana 


oadvantaceous, that. 


* 


reat as unwelcome expreffion of kind- 
> let us not be too foon difcouras’d, b 
ng the effects of our friendfhip coldly 
eived, and poffibly too look’d upon as 
bances ; for befides, that the lets they 
efir’d, and the worfe they are enter- 
n’d, the more they needed : a Chriftian 
bound fo much to concern himfelf jh 
uccefs of his endeavours, as to leave it 
he power of every one that will be ob- 
late, to make himunhappy, when the 


our, fince he ferves a Mafter that is as 
dy to reward, as able to difcern Inten- 
ns; and in cafe your indeavours do. 


arce ever find Men more affectionate to 
sthan thofe vou have made your Friends, 


makine them Enemies to'Vice, — 
Aa 4 


hance to have any Priends, (as ‘tis odds 
noft Men have ) thatitandin need of this 


ufinefs one way or other come to an end, : 
emay mifs his aim, without lofing his la- 


ieceed, you will at once make a Man your - 
riénd, and worthy to be fo. And youthall 
eS 


Wherefore, concludes Eafedius , if you 


e 


ON ig aD 
DISCOURSE II, — 


Upon the Mounting, Singing, and Light- 
bing of Barks 8 68 
W He agreement we had made at our 


| fetting forth, that the motion of our 
Tongues fhould not hinder that of our Feet 


towards the River-fide , was the caufe, that _ 


- the paft Difcourfes not having difcontinued - 


our Walk, by that time they were ended , 
we began to Traverfe certain plow’d Lands, 
thar lay in the way betwixt us and the 


River. Bue we had fcarce entréd thofe | 


Fields, when our Ears were faluted with 
the melodious Muiick of a good number 
of Larks, whereof fome mounted by de- 


srees out of Sigh » and others hovering 


and finging a while over our Heads, foon 
after lis 
our Feet, , 

~~ After we had a while enjoy‘d this coft- 


- Tefs, and yet excellent Mufick, both Eufebzus 


and], chancing to caft our Eyes towards 
Eugenius, obfervd that his did very at- 


tensiyely wait upon the ‘motions of a Lark, — 
that; finging all the way upwards , and. 
mounting by degrees out of fight, not long. 
after defcended and lighted among ee 
ee ke” alas 


shted on the ground, not far from 


ee ee 


~ 


“¢lods of Earth, which being of the colour » 
of her Body, made us quickly loofe fight 
of her. Whereupon Exfedius , who was 
I\as willing to hear as {peak, and? in the 
cafional Refle@ions that he made, was 
ont at leaft as much to aim at the exciting 
ers thoughts, asthe venting of his own, 
ego'd Eugenius to tellus what it might be, 
ich his attentivenefs to. the motions of : 
Lark made us prefume he was thinking - 


Engentus after a little backwardnefs, — 
hich he thought Modefty exacted of him, 
foon an{wer'd us in thefe tearms. ie 
_ Among all Birds that we know, there is 
not any that feems of {o elevated, and I had 
moft {aid Heavenly a Nature as the Lark, 
fearce any give fo early and fo {weet a wel- 
come tothe Springing day, And that which 
I was jult now gazing on, feem’d fo pleas’d 

h the unclouded Licht, that the: fung as 
fhe came from the place fhe feem’d to 
® toa, and during this charming Song, 
ounted fo high, as if fhe meant not to ftop, _ 
Il fhe had reach’d that Sun, whofe Beams 
» cherith’d and tranfported her; and in | 
is afpiring flight the rais’d her {elf fo 
h, that though I will not fay, fhe left the 
th beneath her very Sight , yet I may 
that the foar’d quite our of Ours. 


And yet when from this towring height the 
ftoop'd to repofe or folace her {elf upon 
the Ground, or elfe when to feife upon 
fome.worthlefs Worm, or other wretched 
Prey , fhe lighted on the Ground, fhe 
feem’d fo like the Earth that was.about her, 
chat I believe you could fcarce difcern her 
~ from its Clods, And whereas other Birds 
that fly not half fo high, ‘nor feem any thing 
near fo fond of the Sun, do yet build their 
Nefts upon Trees , the Lark’ does as_well 
- build hers upon the Ground, as look like a 
ENE AIL a Ne Pith : 

"Thus I have known, in thefe laft and 
‘worlt times, many a Hypocrite, that when 
he was converfant about fublimer Objects, 
appear’d,as well as he call’d himfelf, a Saints 
nothins feem’d fo welcome to him as new 
— Light one might think his Lips had been 
touch’d with a coal from the Altar, his 
Mouth did fo fweetly fhew forth Gods 
ptaife, and facred difpenfations, In fum, 
take this Hypocrite in his fit of Devotion, 
and to hear him talk, you would think, that 
if he had not been already in Heaven, at 
leaft he would never leave mounting, ull 
~ he thould get thither, 
~ But when the Opportunities of advan- 
raging his lower Interefts call'd him down 
to deal about Secular affairs here below, 
: | cone none 


OC INS MMM a ar ee aa 
ne appear’d more of a piece with the 


tth than he , for he look’d as if he had 
en befmeard all over with the Earth 
d about him, and he feem’d, in provi- 
ig for his Family, to be of a meaner anda — 
et Spirit, than thofe very Men whom in 
tfe he was wont to undervalue, -as 
ine far more-Earthy than himfelf.. 
ce we: know, fays Eafebius, that the 
ft things corrupted prove the worlt., it 
ibe no difparagement to Piety, :to ac- 
wledse that Hypoctifie is a Vice which 
4 cannot too. much condemn... And when 
pretending of Religion grows to bea 
© in, requeft, many betake themfelves 
a form of Religion, whe deny the Power 
“it; And fome perchance, have been pre- 
d lefs for their. Jacobs voice, than for 
their. £jawshands,.- = : 
. But, Eagentus, let us not to {hun one ex 
eam, fondly run into: the other, and be 
fraid or afham~d to profefs Religion, be- 
fome Hypocrites did Jat profefs it 5” 
courfe is ignoble, and: prepofterous, 
t treads the paths of Piety, rather be- — 
fe they lead to Preferment than to Hea- 
1; But yet ‘tis. more excufable to live 
é from {candal for an inferiour end, than 
: to live foarall : And Hypocrites can 
ttle juftifie the profane, a GEN 


otto 


i 
: 


eat 


Te may be, that’all that own Religion are not 
Pious ; but’tis certain, that he that {corns 
to own it muft lefs befo. And if {coffers 
at Piety fhould fucceed the Pretenders to 
it, they cannot be faid (as fometimes they 
would be thought ) to bean innocent fort 
of Hypocrites, that are better than they 
feem 3 for Scandal is a thing fo criminal, and 
contagious, that whofoever defires, and en- 
deavours to appear evil, is fo: To refufeto 
be Religious, becaufe fome have but pro- 
fefled themfelves to be fo, is to injure God, 
becaufe he has been injur'd. A skilful! 
_ Jeweller will not forbear giving great rates 
_ for Neck-laces of true Pearl, though there 
be many Counterfeits for one that isnot 
fo; Nor are the richt Pearls a whit the lefs 
Cordial to thofe that take them, becaufe 
the artificial Pearl made at Vewice, confitt- 
ing of Mercury and Glafs , for all their fair 
fhew, are rather Noxious, than Medicinal. 
And indeed our. knowledge, that there are 
Hypocrites, ought rather to commend Piety 
to us, than difcredit ic with us; fince as 
“hone would take the pains to counterfeit 
Pearls , if true ones were not of Value : 
So Men would not putthemfelves to the 
conftraint of perfonating Piety, if that it 
felf were not a noble Quality. Let 'us 
then, Eugentus, fly as far as you cova 

A | \ what 


t we deteft in Hypocrites: But then 
us confider, what it is that we deteft , 
ch being a bare, and therefore falfe pre- 
nce to Religion , let us only thun fuch a 
etence, which will be beft done by be- 
mming real Poffeflors of the thing pre- 
nded to. . Tha os 


DISCOURSE IIL 


na the St ght of afar Milk-maid faging 
nen to ber Cor, bee 


to liften to Exhortatioas of this Na- 


tinu’d the Conference to explain his mean- 
ing, and fatisfie Eufebzus, thar he did not 
nk Piety. fit to be difcountenanc’d, though 
° thought Hypocrifie was fo , and that he 
s no Enemy to the Profeffion of Relj- 


courfes wecontinu’d our Walk, till be- 
ome toa Style, over which we were to 
out of one Meadow into another, I 


nor the Refpect of defiring him to lead 


I 


\dgentus 5 who was not at all indifpos'd 


re 5 not only imbrac’d thisynade him by — 
is Friend, but with earneftnefs enough con- 


but to thofe that blemith’d it by un-— 
ble Practices, And with fuch kind of — 


ine'd to ftop, and turn about to pay Line . 


on oats CEN oy ec. 
‘me the way over : But, not finding ‘him 
‘there, I haltily caft my Eves all over the 
Field, till’ar length they difcover'd him ‘a 
good way off, in a Pofture that feem'd ex- 
‘tremely ferious, and wherein he ftood as 
“Ymmoveable as a Statue. “This fight foon 
_carry’d ane towards him , aud T had dif- 
pateh'd half my-way- before his changing 
his'Potture gave him an opportunity to dif- 
cover me, which as foon ashe did, he im-_ 
mediately came, ro mect. me , and almoft 
before I had ask’d him the occafion of what 
Thadfeen; WVhillt (reply’dhe) Eageneus 
was. pureing bimfelf, from 2 fault that none 
"thar knows him will fufpeé& him to Be 
~ “pnilry of , Twas detain’d a lictle behind you 
‘Dy the Muck of one of thofe Larks, whofe 
melody was fo. charming,..that, 1 could not 
“find in my heart to make hafte from it: But 
‘whilft I was liftening to it, my Attertion 
“was divetted by a nobler Object , for 1 
‘heard, fromthe further corner of this Mea- 
‘dow; a Voice, which, though not govern’d — 
with Skil, did fo repair the want of it by its 
“native {weetnels,, that Art was abfent with-_ 
out being mifs’d , and I could not but have 
tome Curiolity to fee who was the Polieflor 
‘of fo much power to pleafe ; turning then 
my fteps towards that part of the Picld 
whence the Voice came, my Eyes quickly. 
nas | bh » ceas'd 


oa ee ee 
sd to envy my Ears, forthey difcoverd; 
ling by a Cow, and finging to her whiltt 
smulk’d her, a Perfon, who, in the habir 
aMilk-maid, feem’d to difguife one of 
e Nymphs that Poets are wont to de- 
ibe us, And that you may not wonder, 
itinues Lrndamor, at what ¥ thall fay to 


u of a country Girle , Know, that me-— 
mght Ifaw in her Face fomething more 
> Hermione, before the prov'd inconttant. 
Texpected to’ find in ‘any of her $ 
not tell you, that this fait°Crea 
[the Blufhes ‘of the Morning in ‘ther 
eks, the Splendour of the Sun in her 
es, the frefbnefs of the Fields in her 
s, the whitenefs of the Milk the ex- 
fs’d in her Skin , andthe melody of the 
ks, we were admiring, in her Voice, leaft 
fhould think Mr. Boyls Seraphick Love 
loft its Operation on me.” But I may 
haps without much Hyperbole, sive you 
Account of her, that though her Cloaths 
almott as courfe as cleanly, ‘and’ though 
e fuited to her Condition, ‘yer they 
ty ill fuited to her Beauty , which, 
ature intended a Triumph over For- 
as, without any affiftance of Orna_ 
more diftrefs'd my Liberty, than 
have been able to do with all their 
curious Drefles. And this fair Crea- 
| : | re Saree 


e 


/ 


bis sp a 7 uae 
“ttire; ‘continues Zéndamor, as {he is tich in 
Natures bounty, appeard as. well by. the 
chearfulnefs of the Tune the fung, as by the 
manner of her Singing it 5 fo fatisfy’d_ with 
the unpurchas’d. Treafures the pofleffes, 
that fhe feem’d almoft as much Bg: asi 
was to look upon her, This Character of 
Lindamors inviting me togo fee, whether 
or no it- were ae eE , and the frequent 
Experience I have had, that ev’n upon fuch 
bright Eyes as Poets, and Lovers, call’d 
“Suns, I could gaze undazel’d enough to ap- 
prove my felf a right Eagle, afluring me 
I might fafely do it, I fearlefly, but foftly, 
approach’d the place where the fair Milk- 
‘maid was folliciting the Udder of a frefh 
Cow, and I found, that though indeed fome 
—-Refemblance fhe had to Hermione, had 
made Lindamor flatter her, yet (he look’d at 
once fo innocently, and prettily, that fhe 
f{eem’d like to do Mifchief, without at all 
intending it ; and I could not but fancy, 
chat if fome Ladies that are much cry’d up, 
‘and are very imperious Miftreffes, becaufe 
they are fo, were bound to change Dreffes 
with this unfophifticated and -unadorn’d 
Maid, the one would appear to owe het 
Beauty to Art, and the ial to be beholder 
for hers to nothing but Nature. But, Lin- 
amor; who is not naturally indifpos’d to be 
ae ~ Amorous 


orous; did not think that this Imacinas. 
on of mine did that pretty Creature right -] 

when I told him fhe would eclipfe a 
indred of our. fine Ladies, if fhe had but 
e Drefs of one of them; . Why,.that:( res 
s he, with a kind of Indignation ) the 
‘do without it, and perhaps, fubjoyns he, 
much as withit: For her prefent habit 
aves‘her moft her felf, and Bravery would 
it difouiifes ot hide what ic cannot adorn. 
Iam confident, (continues he) thar 
d fuch a genuine Beauty appear among 
ie Gallants; fhe would calle captivate 
any , evn of thofe wary ones 8 do 
but pretend tobe fo, to the defigningand _ 
applauded Ladies: For though Skil may: 
counter the Wiles of Art, it would fcarce ~ 
» able to refit: the Charms of Nature. 
But whilft. Lizdamor was thus. Comple- 
enting with what he fancy’d the Picture 

his once lov’'d Hermione , and had his 
yes as much fix’d upon her, as dazl’d ones 
ould be; the lovely Milk-maid, (.who, all 
is while having not taken notice of us, 
as regardlefs of Lindamor,as he feem’d 
be of all things but her ) having dif- 
ch’d what fhe was doing, took up her 
to carty ic homewards:: But her way: — 
neine to lye. by. that part of the Meadow. — 
€ we were yet ai fhe could Hoe : 
i Ba : but 


_ but difcover us,and judging by our Cloaths, 
and more by Lindamors Meer, that we were 
of a Quality differing from theirs fhe was 
wont to converfe with, fhe gave us a Salute 
tow enough to let us fee that fhe forgot not 
her Condition , but atcended’ with fo much 
Gracefulnefs, as made Liadamor conclude 

the merited a better , and, as fhe pafs'd by 

him, to return the gefture of Refpect, which 

_.. he thought fo much Beauty hada right in 
*' any habit to exaé; fhe vouchfafd him a 

~ Smile, which, I after told him, would have 

a: made him happy, if he had thought it had 
ce proceeded from Kindnefs, not Civility ; 
and fhe went away with a Look fo ferene, 
~-as wellas. taking, that fhe feem’d to carry 
home with her tar more quier, than the left 
~ him poffefs’d of. But I that had loft fight 
of her, without lofing any thing with tt, 
fave the expceétation of fecing in hafte fo 
fair a Milk-maid, was going to. Razller with 
Lindamor, about what had pafs’d, when I 
was reftrain’d, Ly perceiving. that the fight 
of a Perfon that feem’d fo contented, roge- 
ther with the native pleafantnefs of that 
place, and of that glorious Morning, had 
-fuchan operation upon him, that he could 
not forbear to celebrate the happinefs and. 
innocency of a Country life. And after he 
| had with much Tranfport, and Fluency,. 
| , repeated 


the Matter would bear, to the recom: 
ending of a Rural life, and was very fol- 
ous to make me acknowledge , that 
ough we are wont to look upon Villagers: 
an. iaferiour and wretched fort of Peo- 
yet they are the perfons of the World, 
jofe condition is the moft proper, not 
ly to keep them innocent, but to make — 
em happy: Their cheap and fimple way 
iving, allowing them to reft contented, 
vith what bounteous: Nature has provided 
or them, or an cafie Induftry can procure — 
em. Whereas among Men nobly Born, 
erfons of Quality, ‘tis look’d upon as. 
t of Breeding, for a Man not to think 
mfelf unhappy, as long as he hath not a 
sufand Pound a Year. | gg 
Lindamor, though he here made a Paufe 
take breath, would yet perhaps have pro- 
uted his Difcourfe, had he not been pre- 
ed by the intervening of Eafebzas, who- 
eafter we had left him, having mifs’d 
d follow’d us to the place he found 
and who, when he drew nigh, having: 
heard Liadamor {peaking, ftood {till a; 
> at fome diftance off, to liften to what 
i : Boa uae 


-_ 
ae 


SES), a 
he faid, and fo became an unfufpeced Au- 
ditor. of the laft part of his Friends Dif- 
courfe. Whereupon taking him by the 
hand, and leading him towards the River, 
he told him, with a ferious, not to call ita 
fevere Look ; I had thought, Lindamor, 
-youhad made righter Eftimates of the fe- 
veral courfes of Life, than, by what I have 
newly over-heard you to fay, I now fufpeé& 
youdo. Know then, Limdamor, ( adds he ) 
‘That Innocence and Contentment depend 
more upon a Man’s mind, than upon his 
condition : To manifeft this to you, I 
fhall in the firft place obferve, thar ’tis not 
always the Occation, or the Obje@y but ra- 
ther the Degree that makes an AffeGion of 
the Mind unruly and troublefome ; Nor is 
it according to the intrinfick value of things, 
which none fave the Wife can difcern : but 
the Rate, how unskilfully foever fixt, which 
we put upon them, that they operate upon 
our paffions.. And therefore, you fhall {ee 
a Child take on more fadly for the {cape of 
a Sparrow, or the breaking of a Rattle, than 
fome will do for the lofs of a good Eftate, 
ney, ofaFriend; and Haman, for the want 
of a Bow from Mordecai, complain’d more 
in his Palace, than Jod, till his miferable 
comforters had exafperated his grief; did 
for the lofs of the biogeft Fortune in the 
sy | Ae Eatt, 
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at, ait of the Children he refer’ di it fot 
d orn ‘d far above ir. | 
And then, Lindamor, ( continues Eufen 
ss) do not imagine, that though Cour- 
and Gallants have more {pendid and 
ring Temptations to Sin and‘Difcon- 
Country people are exempted from, 
tation to either: Theirs may be as. 
, though not the fame, nor fo dca 
ie other; their Faulrs and Infelicities 
indeed lefs taken notice of, becaufe their 
ns and Conditions are obfcure > and. 
sir Poverty conceals their Vices, as well 
their Virtues, from our Eyes; as ina fharp. 
inser, theosnaw. does az well hides their. 
inghills, as cover their Gardens. But if 
ur Quality allow’d you to.acquaint your 
f with the true ttate of this inferiour fort 
People, you would foon perceive, thar 
‘n of rural Families, there is {Carce. any, 
at, as far as their Wis will reach, has nor. 
feveral Parties , and little Intrigues ; 
isthere any Cottage fo low, and nar- 
as Not to a ice Care, and Malice, 
ovetoufnefs, and Envy; if thofe that 
init have a mind to entertain them s. 
what Envy alone may do to produce. 
aes and Difcontents, we may conje-_ 
€ by what happen’d betwixt Camm and 
» fince their being heirs to the whole. 
Bb « 3 | Ww orld, 


( 24") ae 
World, could not keep two Brothers at 
peace , whilft one of them was envious: 
And there are fome fordid Vices, which are 
more incident to the meaner .and more ne- 
ceffitous fort of Men, as Spiders and Cob- 
webs are wont to abound more in tharch’d 
Cabbins , than’ in great Mens houfes. I 
fhould perhaps ( {ays Exfebiws) think thefe 
| Beate Rasiyy if I found they thought them- 
' felves fo; but the Pomp and Vanities of 
the World have oftentimes ftronger allure- 
ments for them, than for the Grandees and 
Courtiers themfelves ; For thofe that are 
poflefs’d of thefe imaginary Joys, are dif- 
abus'd by their own Experience; and thofe 
that live among thefe Theatrical perfons, 
aré near enough to difcern that they are but 
caufelefly envy'd. As (for my part ) when 
ET had. occafion to be converfant in great 
Mens Families, and the honour to preach 
in Princes Courts, the fight of their courfe 
of Life did as thorowly convince me of the 
Vanity of the World; as my Sermons en- 


— _ deaveur’d to convince them. WVhereas 


Country people fee but the glittering and 
deluding outfide of Greatnefs, and behold- 
ing it but at a diftance, fee it in the favou- 
gablen light which Men can behold it in, and 
confequently are ftrongly tempted to envy 
- What they admire, and repine at their own 
fey a ee condition, 


way trifle, thatthofe thar live in Towns — 
d Cities chance to make fhew of 5 is 
ont to make a Country man envy, as well 
gape ; And’tis odds, bur that very Milk- 
aid, whofe condition you are pleas'd to 
k fo happy, envies fome Neighbouring 
mers Daughter for a piece of taudry 
bon, or a black Hood : Nor are they fo _ 
uch more priviledg’d from the affaults. of 
nptation, than Men of higher rank ; For 
‘not fo much a Mans outward condition; 
his inward. difpofition and temper of 
ind, that makes Temptations either to 
fin, or to difcontent, prevalent, or unfuc-. 
cefsfull. When Fofepb was fold into Egypt, 
d follicited by a, Woman that would 
eeds be his Miftrefs upon more {cores than 
1, though his condition expos’d him more 
hopes and fears, than almoft any other 
ondition could expofe another Man ; And 
ough his Youth made him very capable 
rellifhing the pleafures thar his Beauty 
de him ‘courted to receive, by giving 
m; yer this chaft Youth chofe rather to ! 
prifon'd any where, than ina fair La~ 
s Arms, and preferr’d the being made a 
ive, before the Captivating of his a- 
us Miltrefs, But whilf young Fofep> 
as thus chaltin the «Egyptian Potipoar's 

ee ae a Aes, 
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Houle, his eldeft Brother Reuben was In- 
celtuous it: good Facob’s, whofe Family was 
then the viftble Church of God ; and Lat; 
who was chaft and temperate in Socom it 
felf, was.Drunk and committed Inceft ina 
Cave; fo much more does the fuccefs of 
Temptations ‘depend upon the temper of a 
Man's mind, than‘upon the place he lives 
In, iat Sy é ig 
- [know not ( fays Eagemus ) whether the 
Innocence of Rural people be more eafie 
than that of great Men , but furc it is not fo 
commendable ; For asa Woman that has 
never yielded, becaufe fhe was never fol. 
licited, may be call’d rather Innocent. than 
Virtuous ; fo. their condition, that: owe 
their sot being Inveigl'd by the Vanities of 
the World, totheir Isnorance of them, has 
more 1n it of good fortune than of meric. 
I thank you for that confideration, ( fub- 
joyns Eufebrus) for I confefsI think there 
is agreat ‘Difparity betwixt an unacquain- 
tednefs with the bewitching pleafures of 
the World, and a contempt of them, And 
he is the rruly heroick Spirit, that can (as 
Dai'td could) plentifully. enjoy all thofe 
fenfual Delights and Vanities he chofe to 
eject: For he could feafta Nation, and 
prefer ‘Temperance before all that Abun- 
dance ; He could gain ftrance Victories eel | 
re POR rt em TA OPA Te a ce 


Cas Nae de is 
ce Over his outward Tillccaines and over 
‘ef inptations he was expos'd. to by fuch 
eccifes ; He could Build ftacely Palaces, 
id then profels himfelf to be but 4 Stran- 
and a Sojourner upon Earth; He could 
td Humility room to fit with him on his 
‘one, and could litten to her Memento’s 
ft all the Acclamations of his People, — 
he Panegyricks of his Courtiers; .He . 
ot to be refitted by Beauties, that to 
ers were irrcfiltible, when he poltpon’d 
faireft Obje&s that could here charm his 
yes, tofuchas were vifible only to thofe 
‘Faith; He had got togerher the greareft 
reafure, that for “ought I BBO oy we 
ad of in any Hiltory, and yer fees t never. 
have been much pleas’d with it , but 
ben he dedicated it to the Building of the 
emple, and made the fruits of his Valour 
e oblations of his Piety. To bethort, he 
as the greateft Perfon upon Earth, when 
was content to leaveir; and- ‘was wil: 
‘to defcend. from the Throne. into the 
we , whillt he look’d upon that as the 
whence he niuit afcend to the Man- 
“fion of his God ; fo much did he, ev'n. 
whilt he wore an carthly Crown, a{pire to 
venly one. And though ( continues 
d'we mutt now.a days as little ex- 
to mee; § with a Man of Davta’s con 
dition, 


, (26 ) 
dition, as of his temper yet ptoportio- 
nably we may puta vatt Ditterence betwixt 
choke that but efcape the fight of the World’s 
allurements, and thofe that reject the Pro- 
_ fersof them. ae : 

: ni bea was in this part of his Dif- 
courfe, when we were come near enough 
to the River, to difcover it within a little 
way of us: And therefore finding by his 
- filence, that he thought it feafonable to de- 
—— fift, I only ventur’d to tell him, witha low 
Voice, as we continu’d our Walk, that I 
-fufpected, that in fome of the things he had 
been faying, he had a defign rather to check 
Lindamor a little,and keep up the Difcourfe, 
than to deny, that a retir’d and rural Life 
has great advantages towards Contenta- 
tion: To which,that he might conclude what 
he had to fay, before we reach’d the River., 
he made hafte to reply in the fame Tone, 
That I was not altogether miftaken : For 
(fays he ) I think the cafe may be pretty 
well reprefented, by faying, that as there 
are fome Airs very much wholefomer than 
others, and fitter to preferve Men from Dif- 
eafes ; fo a very private and quiet condition 
of Life, does much more eafily than a more 
expos and turbulent one , proteét mot 
forts of Men from Vices and Difquiets. 
Bur then on the other fide, as there are fome 

ae Men 


of fuch found and ftrone Conftiry- 
1s, that they will enjoy their Health in ~ 
wort Airs, when Men of tender and — 
ated Complexions will be Sickly in the 
fo there are fome generous and fteady 

Is, that will pafs thorow the moft trou- 
fome and moft expos’d courfes of Life, 
th more of both Inhocence and Content- 
than others can enjoy ina condition 
moter from Difturbances and Temp- 
ms. And, annexes Eufebiu, ( putpofely 

r his Voice ) as for thefe Villazes thar 
ndamor thought fo happy, I mutt diffent 
mim as long as Tfee they can.admire, 
d almoft worfhip, a Man for wearing a 
audy fuir of Cloaths, or having two or 
e Foot-men behind his Coach, before 
y know whether he be not a Knave, or a 
Fool, or both: For I thall {carce think, that 
he, who is himfelf poffefs’d with Envy, de- 


rves mine, 


mm 
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MOIS COURSEITYS | 


Upon Fifbing with a counterfeit Fly. 


Eins at lenoth come to the River-fide, 
[J we quickly began to fall to the f{port, 
hich we came thither, and Eugeneus 


finding 


finding the Fith forward enough to bite, 
thought fit to {pare his Flies, till he might 
have more need of them, and therfore ty’d 
to his Line a Hook, furnith’d with one of 
thofe counterfeit Flies, which in fome Nei- 
bouring Countries are much us’d., and 
which being made of the Feathers of Wild- 
fowl, are not fubjec to be drench’d by the 
water , whereon thofe Birds. are wont to 
— {wim. This Fly being for a pretty while 
~ {carce any. oftner thrown in, than'the Hook 
it hid was drawn up again witha Fiih fa- 
~ ftened to it, Eugenius looking on us witha 
{miling Countenance, feem’d to be. very 
_ proud of his fuccefs ; which Eufebrus taking 
notice of , Whilft, (fayshe) we fmile to 
fee, how eafily you beguile thefe filly 
Fithes, that you catch fo faft with this falfe 
Bait, poflibly we are not much lefs unwary 
our felves; And the Worlds treacherous 
pleafures do little lefs delude both me and 
you: For, Eugextw, (continues he) as 
the Apeltles were Fifhers of men inagood 
fenfe , fo their and our grand adverfary is a 
skilfull Fither of men inabad fenfe; And 
- too often in his attempts, to cheat fond 
Mortalls, meets with a fuccefs as great and 
 eafie, as you now find yours. And certain- 
ly, thac Tempter, as the Scripture calls 
him, does fadly delude us, even when we 
TS . . rife 


é athis belt Baits 5 and, asit were, his 
Plies : For,alas ! the beft things he can 
ve; are very worthlefs , moft of them in 
ir own nature, and all of them incom- 
rifon of what they muft coft us to enjoy 
m. But however, Riches, Power, and 
e delights of the Senfes are real goods in 
eit Kind, though they be not of the beft 
ind: Yet, alas, many of usare fo fitted 
t deceits , that we do not put this fubtle 
ler, to make ufe of his true BaitS to © 
hus! we fuffer him to abufe us much 
ore grofsly, andto cheatus with empty 
tles of Honour, or the enfnaring Smiles 
of great ones, or difquieting Drudgeries 
{guis’'d with the fpecious names of great 
nployments. And though thefe , when 
ey mutt te obtain’d by fin, or are pro- 
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os'd as the recompences for it, be, as I was 
ing to fay, but the Devils counterfeit 
s; Yet, as if we were fond of bein 
eivd, we greedily {wallow the Hook, 
‘Flies, that do but look like fuch; fo - 
-fichted are we, as well to what Vice 
s, as to what ithides,’ Let us not then 
ncludes Eufetims) rife at Baits, whert- 
-we may be fure to be either grofsly, or _ 
eatt exceedingly deceiv’d ; For who 
r ventures to commit a Sin, totafte the 
ious {weets, that the fruition of ic 
eee oe a iets ° 
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—feems to promife, certainly is fo'far de. 
-ceiv’d, as to {wallow a true Hook for a Bair, 
which either proves but a counterfeit Fly, 

~_orhides that under its alluring fhew, which 

makes it not need to be a counterfeit one to 
deceive him, f A 
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Upon aE ifkes ftrugling after having fal 
: low'd the Hook, 


J Ortune foon offer’d Eufebius a fair Op- 

&” portuniry to confirm this laft part of his 
Reflection ; for he hadfearce made an end 
of it, when a large Fith, efpying the Fly thar 
kept my Hook {wimming, rife {wiftly at it, 
and having greedily chop’d it up, was ha- 
ftily fwimming away with it, when I {truck 
him, and thereby {topt for a while his Pro- 
grefs; but finding himfelf both. Arrefted 
and VVounded, he ftrugel’d with fo much 

_ violence, that at length he Lroke my flender 
Line, (that was fitted but for weaker Fi- 
thes) and carry’d away a part of it, toge- 
ther with the annexed Hook, and Bair. If 

- Philofophers (fays hereupon  Eufebiss ). 
be not -too liberal in allowing Brutes to. 
think, we may well fuppofe that this, Fith. 
ron ae é expected 


Ged a great deal of Pleafure from{the 
it he fellupon fo greedily, andthatwhea 
e he had got it into his Mouth, he mighr 
1 look upon it as his own , and thofe 


er Fifhes that faw him {wallow it, and 
im away with it, did probably envy his ~ 
d Fortune ; but yet indeed he does not 
oy his wifh, though he feem to have the 
ag wifh’d for within his power, for by 
fame aGtion in which he fuck’d in the ~ 
he likewife took in the Hook, which 
lees fo wound and tear his tender Gills, 
ereby put him into fuch reftlefs pain, 
t no sia he wifhes that the Hook, 
it, and all, were out of his torn Jaws a- 
n, the one putting him to too much tor- 
e to let him at all rellith the other, 
1s men, which do what they fhould not, 
obtain any Objeé& of their fenfual De- 
s, whatever Pleafure they may before 
nd fancy to themfelves in their fuccefs, 
oftentimes, .ev’n when they obtain their 
difappointed of their expedtations ; 
times Confcience, Reafon, or Honour, 
ing them, evn when their defires are 
the worft fort, do as David did, 
en he had, n.ore vehemently than became 
1s General, lcuig’d for Water outjof 
Well at Bethlehem , ard by the flrange 
tetoufnels of his bold and affectionare 
ey Officers 


Officers obtain’d it, could néc, find in his 
‘heart to Drink it, bur pour’d. it untafted on 
the Ground. Bur when the things we fo 
Jong for mutt ‘be criminally obtain’d, then 
it not only often fares with them, as it did 

with dmnon, who immediately upon the 
inceftuous fruition of his ravith’d Sifter, 
hated her more than before he had lov’d 
her ; but it fometimes happens to thofe that 
fin more heinoufly in this matter, as it did 
to Judas; who, after having betray’d a Ma- 
fter, that was incompatably more’ worth, 
than all the World, and thereby for ever 

Joft himfelf for a few pieces of Silver, 


— feem’d to have it in his power, without ha- : 


ving itin his will, toenjoy them, and in a 
defperare, but unfeafonable, fit of anguith 
-and remorfe, did of his own accord disbur- 
then himfelf of that Money, which he had 
fold his Confcience to get ; fo that though 
he had what he fought, he had not what he 
expected : And when what he coveted was. 

_inhis poffeffion, he had the guilt of acqui- 
“ring it, without the power of enjoying ir, 
And ev’n in cafes far lefs heinous, (con- 

cludes Eufebi) when Men feem to have 

got what they aim’d at, and to have carry’d_ 

it away as their Booty,in {pight of all oppo- 

--fition, the Wound thereby inflicted on in’ 
“jur’d Conftience, puts them to fo mueh cf 
| oe | deferved 
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pon the fight of ‘ones. Shadow caft upon the 
eA ouiape of a Rewer! oly sbped 

WO He ihe of fome Fithes playing to. 
§ atid fro uponshe top of the VVarer, 


3 and drew us. to apply our felves at- 
tentively to the catching of them, in Which 
accordingly we: {pent fome parc of : the. 
orning s yet whilit we continu’d Angling, 
far from one another, we often-caft-our 
s- ( asisuftal in {uch cafes) upon each 
ts fifbing Corks, to learn as well the 
cefles of our Friends,as in what placesthe 
h were forwarde(t to bite: As I chane’d 
look towards that Cork at which Exfe- 
S's Hook was hangings »L perceiv’d thar. 
was divers times drawn under VVarer,, 


> that Fith that made thus bold: withhis: 


T went foftly towards Exufelius rofee, 


¢ was that made him fo regardiels, 
C 3 ™ 


defetved pain; that che withes they are thus 
; criminally poiteft of, they ido not enjoy; bur 


ted: us from. profecuting our Confe- 


thout his endeavouring :thereupon’ to _ 


ts Wherefore laying down my. Anglea 


4 


the: Shaddiv, projeéted by his Body,. alittle . 
befide the Pi@ureupon thefame River. 
The unwilling noife I made in coming fo 
peary a Fa Eufebivdtd take notice 
obmery, i 


i 
“ 
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ss Belin gelling by thefe words hat] 


heiwas. ): but ywithe thofe: of :-e-Ghriftian: 


gh both being fj pecular Bodies, I 


my Face in either; vyet if my Face 


eas, when I confult this Stream, df it 
sme any {pots in my Face, it fuy plies: 
h water to wath them off } and Ly 
ooling, and refrefhing VVacers, can rc 
e me.from. that Faincnefs that téeduces 
boiodkPaler | ee 
Ehus'the Law, which is commonly, and. 
ifeems.ev'nbyan Apoitle robe coms 
toa: Looking~s lof*,\ Chews us indeed 
sllutions of our Soulsy and difcovers 
the effects of our {piritual I anowid 
and Faintnefs 5 but the Gofpel does 
ily. do fo; but tells the Embracers of 
Saint Fobz’s mouth, If any Manin, 
e an Aduocate nith the Father Fofia 
14 the Righteous, who ts the Propittation 
fits, and! whofe Blood cleaifes us. fron 
And the Author of thefame Gofpel 
a thofe, thar find themfelves tired. 
QO ein 


By 


athers a common Lookins-olafs will — 
: oti a PN ° Bh 5 roy ' (oe 

ed difcover thofe things to me; bue will - 
otherwife affit me to remedy them ; 


jy to‘come unto him, and to bere 
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_ By this time, - Lindamer, who was Arig- 
ling not very far_off, perceiving us ftand 
regether, as if we were engaged in fome 
Difcourfe,laid by his Rod a while, and came 
to liften to what he expeGed: he might 
learn fiom Exfebims ; who paufinghere, | 
put him in mind,that he had alfo mentioned 
to ime the fight of his Shadow uponthe face 
of the River, as another objeé of his Con- 
templations , and that therefore my curis 
— ofity (wherein | knew Lindanor, as foon 
‘as 1 fheuld acquaint him with the occafion, 
would fhare ) made me very defirons to 
know what thoughts had been fuggelted to 
him, Ly a Subject that feem’d fo flight: and. 
barren. ARSE) 20 
» Since you will needs know. ¢ replies 
Enfebivs ) 1 will confefs to you, that my 
Thoughts were Theologically enough em- 
ploy’d , and therefore, leaft you thould 
think, Laffeé& to Preach out’ of the Pulpit, 
‘Lwill but fuccinétly mention fome of thefe 
Various things, that this Shadows: as def: 
picable as you think it, fuggelted to me: 
Bur fince was only entertaining and ex 
citing my fel’, not difcourfing with Natu- 
ralifts; or difputing with Atheifts , I pre- 
funie you will not wonder, that take the 
Dotrine of the Creation for granted , asit 
is-acknowledged by Chriftiansin: generals 
and particularly: by You. ; I 


Co). 
tone of the Univerfe in reference to 


without much extravagance be tearmed 
adow of him, of whofe Attributes, 

fections, it exhibites to an attentive 
derer divers excellent Impreffes , and 
tefemblance may thus far be advane’d, 
tas though it reprefents the Shape and 
es of my Body, which projeéts ir, 
reprefents but them, and confequent- 


uperficial and worthlefs thiiig ; fo the 
/Vorld, though it be sot deftitute of feve- 
limprefles, and as it were Lineaments or’ 
tures: of the Divine VVifdome and 

tr, yet forall this, ics reprefentations 
the Divine Author of it, are but very 
erfedt, Superficial, and Dark, andthe 


gs, keeps him infinitely above all the 
ks that he has made. iy 

t to mention fome of the Comparis 
Ttook notice of : In the firlt place we 
confider , that I make this Shadow 
ithout takinz the leaft pains to do 


nd with as little toyl God 


we, He commanded, and tt 


1 ASC”: iy | Hood 


vas then confidering, thar this Shadow, 
ed tome, might in fome particularske 


‘And indeed, perhaps the VVorld 


is Shadow in reference to it is but a : 


ellency of the Adorable Author of 


the WVotld : He fake, and 8 33. 


A 


rN 2 ee 
lod fait, Clays the Pfalmitt, {peaking of 
iid 49+ Scripunie days y 7 bat the ederlaft- 
weary y and theréfore that Reft afcrid'd him 
on the feventh Day, is to be underltood but 


‘i ° 


a Cenarion fron: ‘Creating, tot a Repofe 


the ends of the Exrih fainteth nots neither 1 


from Labour , for ‘all difproportions to the 


power of creared Agents, are fo equally 


- Fnconfiderable, in reference to one that ts, 


the World without 1 EN i cod Rb 
Secondly, To make this Shadow, I nei- 
ther ufe nor need Colours, nor Pencil | 
digs no Quarries, hot fell no Trees to per- 
felt this work, and employ no Materials 
about it; As little had God any Pre-exiftent 
matter to contrive Into this vaft Fabrick : 
Our Creed proclaims him the Creator of 
"  Feaven and Earth; the Angel, 
©. that holds the Book, in the Reve- 
lations, defcribes him refembling- 


Revel, x 
ae 


Wy; and the Apottle tells us, That throngh 


Sy Faith we under {Land that the World 
¢ |. were framed by the word of God: 
“fy that things which ave feen, wert 
not made of things that do appear : And in 
deed ir became an Omnipotent Archieect 
not to be beholden but to himfelf re ht 
a ee we, sviare 


InGinite, that Oimnipotence may make even 


— 


r os ORR) 3 san 
reriald, -He'thar calleeh: alii ee ae 
as though they were,’ makes them>bj 
g then 3 : \He brought forth Li. ght <oue 
oth by calling for ‘Light; cast die 
as Light y:hefpake it, and it was. done; Lays 
falmift sand the VVorld was, iff may 
prefsit, but the real Ecclio’ of lye Be }- 
ve, BPATE UE 1 eek i 
[he next: things I was? ane Was, 
t, to deftroy this: Shadow , “I necde afelhieh 
r Sword, nor Piltol; the. Er rae ! 
y felf under’the Neighbouring: Treey bet 
@ fufficient to make the Shadow difap: 
gear, and leave behind as little’ pein it, 
as if there never had been any: And nt 
asthe VVorld couldnorhave had abexit 
sae without’ having’ been provided’ 
d, fo forthe continuance of the: Being 
YOyss ‘itdepends altogerlier, a aid every 
ent, upon the will and pleafure of its 
Author; of whom Saint Paw! cells: us, 
t in Him, we not only rue, and moves but 
e our beings and to the. fame pirpofe 
ink one may allese that’ place, whtte athe 
te fays of God, not | 
» That-he bas fiat Hea- oe re i 
if pthe HT eaven of Heavens m 
yall their’ Hoaft, the Eaveh and all shin ‘ 
theveon, the Seas and all that 1s ‘theve- 
vadds, Thatihe preferverb them alt, 
C4 Boe as 


‘ee | Te 
_as out Tranflatours Englith it; for inthe — 
Hebrew L remember itis, “2usjies them all, 
that is, fuitains them in that improper Kind — 
of Life, or that Exiitence; which, whilft their 
Nature laits, belongs unto it ;, fo thar if — 
God fhould at aily time withdraw ‘his pre- 
ferving Intluengc, the World would pre- 
fently Relapte, or Vanith into its firft No- 
thing , as there are many Notions: of the 
_- Mind fuch, as that of Genus, and Species, 
which are fo the Creatures of Reafon, that 
they have no longer:an Exiftence in the 
nature of things, than they are a€tually up- 
held therein, by being aCtually thought upon 
by fome: IntelleGual Being ; And God is 
fo the preferver of all his Creatures, that 
one may fay of-the reft, as the Pfalmift 
{peaks of many of them, where addreffing 
ws). hamfelf to God, he fays, Thow 
Toth bidest thy Face, they are troubled 5 
"Tho takef} away their Breath, they 
Dye, and return tothetr Duft 3 Thow fendest 
forth thy Spirit, they.are Created, Oc. 
[was alfo taking notice, ( purfues Eufe- | 
bis) that to produce whar changes I 
pleas’d, tn all, or any part of this Shadow; 
J needed not: employ either Emiflaties, or 
-Anttruments, nor fo much as rowfe up my 
felf to, any ‘difficult Exertion of my ows 
ths fince, by only moving this or chat 
‘ | A CE ane aoe alet art 


et 


xt of my own Body , I could change ag 
aftire m the twinkling of an Eye, the 
e.and pofture of what part of the Sha 


ada. mind to work thofe Miracles, we 
jolt admire, as when at Fofwah’s prayer he 
opd the courfe of the Sun, and at He- 
ki h’s, made him go back, we Men are 
o imagine thar thefe prodigious Effedts 
needs coft cheig Author much, and thar 
mutt ftrain his Power, and be neceffita- 
toa troublefome Exertion of his Omni- 
otence, to be able to, produce them, where- 
s tothat Divine Agent, thofe things. that 
ould be to all others impoffible,. are fo far 
‘om being difficult, and the Creatures have 
abfolute and continual a dependance on 
1, that “tis as eafie for him to cffe@ the 
atelt Alterations in them, asto refolve 
do fo. And even thofe Miraculeus 
nges’of the courfe of Nature, thar do 
molt aftonith us, do fo naturally and. 
flarily flow. from the Motions of his 
Wiul, that to decree, and to execute, 
hether or no they require powers other; 
than Notionally differing ) are. alike 
to him.: And that irrefiltible Agent 
sas little more difficulty to produce the 
ateft changes among the Creatures, than 
roduce the leat; as I find it harder to, 
a ve 


thought fic: And thus, whenGod __ 


move the whole Arm/of my Shadow,: thay 
to moye its lircle Finger.’ And this confide. 
ration ( fubjoyns Ew ebie®)' might be, me- 


thought, tonfolatory enouglito his Church, 


who by répofing an entiré truft in her ‘God, 
entitles ‘her (elf to the’ protection of him, 
that can as eafily produce changes’ in the 
VWVorld, as refolve.on them, and can with 
the fame facility deftroy her and his greateft 
- Enemies; as dectee their Deftrution. 
I was ‘alfo further: confidering, '( {ays 
Euf ebius ) : That though i the litele wat’ ry 


Bodies, that make up this River, and con- 


fequently thofe that glided along by me, 
were in a rettlefs Motion , the hindmoft al- 
ways urging on, and chafing thofe thar were 
before thém, yet my Shadow was as com- 
pleat and fable upon the fugitive Stream, 
as if it had been projected on the water of 
a Pond’, or rather as’if all the parts of 
VVater, whereon "twas Vifible, had® been 
‘fixt and movelefs ; of which I madé’ this 
Application, that though we may fay with 


Solomon, in a larger fence than his, That ove 


Generation goes, and another comes, the 
VVorld being maintained by perpetual Vi- 
ciffitudes’ of Generation and Corrtiption, 
yet the Wifdome and Providence of God 
does fo far confine the Creatures to the 
eftablith’d Laws of Nature , that- though 


yalt 


Multitudes’ of Individualls' até always 

3 place toothers 5 “yet the particular 

atures, which do at any time make in 
VVorld, do always exhibit the lik e PL 


vi we i "D ir ey 


é of its divine Original, 


fidering: too; that Babi rh’ this, Shadow 
é fome kind’ ‘of efeinblgnee ! to that, 
0 f° Shadow i itis; yet the Picture: is ‘but 
fupetficial and“ obfcure 5 “And if we 
ild fuppofe, the’ Fifhes chat inhabit this 
“am, to be ‘endued wichy’t 
Ideven from: Libdamors thadow but’ rae) 
that thé Orivinal is a Man, and. Not z 
tute ; but they could hot hence thake any 
overy of what manner of Man he is, 
now any thing of his Virtties, or. his 
ughts, or his Intention, nor confequent- 
ave thac Notion of him; that I (pur- 
s Enfebius, turning to him, and ‘ale 
ing on him) do hatbour aiid’ cherith, 
having the happinefs to cdnverfe with 
1, have “the opportunity and the juftice 
admire him. ‘Thus, where I formerly 
ed to call the VVorld Gods Shadow, 


w is wont to be: And though this 
eprefentation, that God has ‘vouch: 


tent to convince dug: that it was not 


jae yet Jaltlv, ¢ fays efeita Y ius 


reafon, bigs ) 


tle 


id not forget, how imperfecta Pi@ture a 


‘Men of himfelf in the Univerfe, be 


made : 


ay ro 
made by chance, but produced by a Power- 


full and Intelligent Being ; the eternal 
Power and God-head of the: Great Author 


‘ 


of Nature, asthe Scripture feems ro teach, 


us, being manifefted to attentive and rati- 


onal Confiderers, in the vifible produdtions 


of his Power and VVifdome ; yet how 
thor and dim a Knowledge mutt they have 
of him, that have no. other than thefe Cor- 
poral Inftructors. How many of his glo- 


rious Aceributes are there, for whofe Know- 


ledge we muyft be beholden, rather to his 
Written, than his Created Word ? and 
how little will humane Intelleés, without 
Revelation, difcover of that manifold VVif- 
dome of God, which the Scripture,teaches 
: Ephe. zi 
my if thofe Illuminated perfons, fuch 


as Mofes and Saint Paul him elf, who. had 


- both extraordinary Revelations from God, 
and intimate Communion with him, con- 
felled, that in this Life they faw him but 
Darkly, and, as it were, in a Glafs; fure 
the Dim light of meer Nature will give 
us bur extremely imperfe&, and detracting 


us, That evento the Angels it mast 
be made known by the Church. And 


Idea’s of him, whom the like Limitednefs _ 


of our Nature will allow us to know but 
very imperfectly, in Heaven it felf, though 
as we {hall there fee him Face to Face, our 


‘ appre- a 


Cf i aa ee 
drehenfive Faculties will as well be inz 
d, asthe dazling and ravifhing Obje@ 
Sut 5 (fays Eufebims) though I forget, 
am notin the Pulpit, I hope you te- 
ber, thar I told you at firft; how little 
etended thefe kind of Reflections would 
ure a rigorous Philofophical Examen, 
that 1 am not fo Indifcreet, as to expect 
t they fhould work Conviction in an 
idel, though I hope they may excite good 
mornts ina Believers: 010 903 et saw 
Thefe laft words of our Friend being not | 
wed by any other ; Lindamor, having 
ited a while to. afcertain himfelf , that 
ebiws had ended his Difcourfe, began a- 
"ps > £afebim, with much mote 
action than furprife , that the. fame 
&s and at the fame time, did, ‘as ’twas 
sect very differing confiderations to 
nd me; for whilft your. Shadow af- 
d you the rife 6f fublime Speculations, 
was making buta moral Reflection upon 
ine: For taking notice, (continues he) 
‘the Shade my Body proje&ted, near 
on, was almoft as much fhorter than ir, 
the Morning it was longer , prompted 
Othink, how foolifh it were for me, 
know by {ure ways of meafuring my 
. wi “Own 


eo. oie, 


own Stance, that, it is moderate scnough, 


not tobeeither proud of .or complain'd of, 
thould imagine thar 1 am either asi Dall asa 
Gyant, or'as Low asa Dwarf, becapife I fee 
my Shadew either’ exceeding longs :or ex. 
tteamly, fhort -andJwas furcher confider. 
ing, purlues Hindamor, thavif Philofophers, 
as well-as the Vulgar; have tightly. called 
Fame ot Glory the Shadow of Virtites it 
would che as irrational.cto eftimare, ones. felf 
~ popby rhexteltimonies of sones Confciénce, 
which is the Authentick ttandard of Intein- 
fick worth 5 but by the fickle Opinions of 
others, (which \oftensiines; flatter, ancoft- 
net: detract)! but: wety: feldoiné give ia jut 
Fame may have its encreafes!and sdecre- 
- ments whilftithe Perloiicontinues thefame, 
and | lofes néthing ‘of lubRtance: withthe 
Shadow, )») And, for:a: Manithat! thouldexa- 
mine, himfelf; and judge) of himfelf: by his 
own: defigtis;:and aGtions;.not.other ‘Mens © 
words. ;teduffer himfelfto be puff'd up by 
vulgariapplanfe, | ordejeced by unmerited 
cenfuress were to miftakea: Shadow: fora 
Standatdissior0 vooth yim aber? oda 
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tb e Rivers tak. 


a 


ry rer VC) ik 


was not Pee after "pies 4a pat 
ad to promife. him a more: Convenient 
ion,for at ‘Angling, . he invited. Linda- 


which the, abundant moiture of the 
ers: that, glided by it, had Ladorn d with 


a pleafant Verdure ; 3; Bur he had.not.marche 


far, ‘when chancing to tread ona place 
re) the courle of 8 Water. had wing 
he. Bank; and made it hallows under- 

che found,the Earth baliss under him, 


n with the Ta wisp Te Vem ‘nor 
fos bane ef ed f Aas fa | Bess i 
Ours to’ catt, the -weight of. his Bo 

$ the Bark} pera ah fted, by Lndanors 


to, pea eae 


| shew ae st me hie 


bancing, xo, {py) a little Nook, which 


to, fk -advantage with him, and 
njto, aah thitherward along the Pipa : 


nger, was.noti O; A ‘of but mack be was : 


acim 


if a Fall cca by 4 coming te hae | 
r 


auld not hinder. his'Fect from { lipping 


a 


WER, 


as 


x 


where, after I had a while made my felf 
metry with the Difafter;1 found to have 
been fo harmlefs ; Eufebzm ( who arriv'd 
rhere alittle [ater ) as’d- him how he came 
to fall, and Eugenie anfwering, that he 
thought he had trod upon firm Ground, be. 
-eatife he faw the Bank look to thé vety edee 
as if it differ’d not ftom the. re{t of the 
“Fieldj which it termhinated’; Eufebtus took 
oecafion from thence ta tell him, You may 
ftom this také notice}! that “tis not fafe Tra. 
-velling upon the confines of what ‘is Law- 
fyll,-and what is Sinfull ;’ no more ‘than 
‘tipon’ the Borders of two Hoftile Nations : 
iVVhen'‘we fuppofé, that ‘thus’ far‘we'may. 
66 towatds thar which is Sinfull; without 


committinie it; we ate wore with ‘More 
Holdnefs than ‘confidétarenefs to conclude, 
hat we need not fcruple to venture: or ra- 
thet thar we thall run rio: venture," ‘having 
firm footing all ‘the way . But tis much to 
‘Be feared, that when’ we allow our felves 
‘to come as fat as the utmoft Verge of what 
is Lawfully and to do that: which in the Ca- 
fuists Lanouage, is, ‘tantum anon to Sin, the 
natural Proclivity ‘of out mitids ‘to Evil; 
which ‘carries them downwards,’ as weight 
does our Bodies , ‘will fometime or ot et 
make us’ find hollow Ground, where wé 
prefuttie to’ find it firm: “He ‘that to” OG 
fi wi 


go cowards Sin as far as he thinks he 
is.in danger of going to Morrow fur- 
than he fhould ; - And it is far more 
for him to be fecure.chan to be fafe, 
at walks upon the Brink of a. Precipice. 
as a wife Man, that as foon as he had 
dden.his Sonto enter into the path of 
Wicked; and to. go inthe way of Evil 
n, fubjoyns, as the beft courfe to con- 

to the Prefcription, avoid ity pafs not 
it; turn from it,.and pafs away :. God’s 
ulgence leaves usa Latitude to com y’ 
h our Infirmities, and Neceffities, and to 
ive us opportunities of exercifing a pious 
ealoufie, over our felves, and ot thewtin 
ow much we fear to offend him. Buta’ 
ry Chriftian will fay in chis cafe, as Saint — 
did in almoft a like, AU things ave 
pfull for me, but all things ave not Expes 
ut ; And he muft often go further than’ 
an with, Prudence, that will always go’ 
ar as he thinks he can with Innocence. | 
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ayer tt | LOG rea Gite) of ad dW eat iY 1s 
ETHis Difcourfe being ended, we All, 
“cas at were, 4° common Confent, ap- 


Sport that’ had inviced iusto the buwer:. 
~ Burowe: had’ notAngl’d veryolong,: betore 
wel were Dittarb’d bya doudoaedcoufus d 


7 


‘ 


plyid cour felves avain to profecuce the — 


Noses: which we {oon -difeover’d to» pro-~ 


céed fronva Ship,” thar, together withifome 


Barses, and other defler Boats, were, by the 


helis' of a favourable: Breath’ of “Wy ind, 


Sailing wp: the Rivet'rowards London, ‘The 


fiohe ‘of thele L adeti- Veftels;. ‘together with — 


the\profpe@ of the’ Thames, whieh, ¢ as it 
happen’d in :that“place ) feemi’dyin various 
Windings and Meanders,: wantonly’ to ‘fly; 
and ro purfue it felf: This fiche, Tfay, toge- 
ther with that of the rich and flourifhing 
Verdure,which the Waters, in their paflage, 
beftow’d upon all the Lands that were on 


either fide any thing near their, Banks, 


invited Ewgentus, to tall upon the praifes 


of that Excellent River, which not only - 
imparts Fertility and Plenty, here at home, | 


by Inriching all the places. that have the ad- 
os vantage 


pine, whatever the Remoter parts of the 
rld, and the Indies themfelves, whe- 


1 nited thefe Commendations 5 Me-thinks, 
ys he) That amongit other good things, 


» Modern-Stoicks, who are wont, with 


inft the Paflions, and would fain per-~ 
ade Others’, ( for I doubt mbether they be. 
per{waded themfelves ) That the Mind: 
sht to deal with its Afections, as Pharaoh: 
have dealt with the Fers-Atales, 


might, one Day, prow up into acon=" 
n to: Revolt from 

affions are (fometimes ) Mutinous, 
fhan Apathy, is as unkind tous, as it 
dbeto out Cotintry , To with we had 
iverss becaufe (fometimes ) they do. 
uief, when great or fuddain Rain {wells 
‘above their Banks. Soe 


Immaculate and: Divine Lamé him-- 


a 2 dignation., 


ntage to be neat its but helps to bring us 


Eaft or VVelt,, have of Kare or Ufes 

indamor , having both applauded and’, 
ewith this River furnith Us 3 it May 
y us With a good: Argument asaintt! 


Eloquence’ than Reafon, to Declaim: 


m he thought 7 wife to Destroy, leak: - 


im, But , becaufé: 


then Teonfider, (ays Enfebius ) That 


B tis recorded: in the Gofpel, Thar He. . 
‘around about, upon certain Fews, weth In= 


ey ir a ey 
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dignation, being griev’d for the Hardnefs of 


their Hearts + So that two Paffions are af- 


a 


crib’d to Chrift binfelf in one Verfe: And 


when I confider too, the Indifferency, and 
( confequently the Innocence ) of Paffions 


in their own Nature, and the Ufe that VVife | 


“and: Virtuous Perfons may make of them, 
I cannot think we ought to throw away 
(or fo much as wifh away ) thofe Inftru- 
ments of Piety, which God and Nature 
has put into our Hands: But am very well 


coxtent we Should rerain them, upon fuch 


conditions as Adrabam did , Thofe Dome- 
flicks be bought with bis Adoney, whom the 
Scripture tellsus, He Loth CivcumctS d, and 
kept as Servants. 
But, (continues Eufebiw) As Ido not 
altogether difallow Lindamors. Compati- 
fon, between Rivers and Paffions 5 fo he 
mult give me leave to add this to it ; That 
as Rivers; when they over-flow, Drown 
thofe Groundss and Kuine thofe Husband- 
~ men, which whilft they flow’d Calmly é- 
pit their Barks, they Fertiliz’d and En- 
rich’d: So our Paffions,: ( when they grow 
Exorbitant and Unruly ) deltroy thofe Vi- 
tues, to whith they may be very Service- 
able whilft they keep within their Bounds. 
-Inftances of this truths ( purfues Exfe- 
hivs) ace but too Obvious ; ’tis‘faid, That 
ns ah : : Valour 


ad 


—_ 


: Oss) 
lour ts. Anger’s whetstone 3 and our ‘being 
acell'd by the Apoftle, To be Angry, and 
ta Sin , argues, that Paflion zot to be 
patible with Innocence, whilft ‘tis 
fin’d within the limits of Moderation. 
when once Anger is Boyl’d up into 
e, ot Choler into an habitual Fury, or 
tite of Revenge, it makes more Havok 
he VVorld than Beafts and Inundati- 


gd, that are (hed in Bartels, (though 


eafe the unnatural Thirft of thar zmfa- 
ate Fury: The burning of Cities, the 
king of Fleets, and the Defolations of 
rovinces, and of Kingdoms, make but part: 
the Tragick effects of this Inhumane 
fon , when it once thorowly poffeffes thofe 
‘wield Scepters, and handle Swords, 


left and belt of Paffions, Love, as gen- 
d anitable as it appears, when once it 
s to degenerate by growing Unruly, 
being Mifplac’d, is guilty of far more 


i) 


gedies than thofe that have the fortune 
riters of Romances ; and that which 
ed, may, in time, grow to difobey, 


Se i 


DA 


+: The greareft part of thofe Rivers of | 


tby Anger ) do rather Irritate than ihe us 


will not tell Lizdamor , That ev’n thar 


éted on Theatres, or to furnith the ~ 


hance at firit) feems to be kut an- 
at Love, being not duely watch’d, and. 


To ae. 


or deceive Parents, to violate Friendfhips, 


ro fend Challenges, and fight Duels, to be- 
tray the Honour of hasmlefs Virgifs, and 
of che nobleft Bamilics , to Rebel againtt 
Kings, procure the Ruine of Monarchics 


a 


a 


and Common-wealths ; And, in a word, — 


To make thoufands miferable, and thofe it 
poileffes mott of all, and thereby to bring 
Credit to, if not alfo to Surpafs, the Fich- 
ons of Poets, and the Fabulous ttories of 
Romances, . , we 


-_ And as for the defire of Excelling others, 
Fea ‘ r ° My ° ; 
_asgreat and noble things as it makes Men 


undertake, whilft ic afpires only toa Tranf- 
cendency in¥ivtue, and in Goodnefs, when 


that Pa'tionate defire, by making Men too | 


ain of Supcriority in Fame and Power, 
egencrates into Ambition ; How many 


Vices are ufually fer a work by this one 


Paffion | The contempt of the Laws, the 


Violation of Oaths, the Renouncing of Al- 
Jegiance, the Breach of Leagues and Com- 
pacts , the Murrher of ones neareft Rela- 
tion, (if they be more nearly related toa 
Crown ) and all the other Crimes and 


_ Miferies, that are wont ‘to beget -or attend 


civil VVarrs, are the ufual as well as dif- 
mal Productions of this afpiring Humour 


in a Subje@ ; Nor does it lefs Mifchief. 


when Harbour’d ina Prince’s Breaft, for the 
SUEDE Win hace i On Mas a Undoing 


oing of his..ewn, People, »the Subverfion 
his Neighbour’s. States, jthe Sacking of © 
ties, the Slaughter of Avniies » thewif- 
ling, of fome Proyinces, aid the Peo- 
ng of others. with VViddows and ‘Or- 
anes ,.are Sacrifices: rhatare more fres 
ently oifer'd up to Aihbition, than able 
farisfie it: For what ':can quench: his 
wrft of Rule and Fame, or hinder ‘the 
cempts to which it {timulates him, ‘that 
1 find in his Heart to deftroy Armies, and 
ne Provinces, only tharhe may be taken 
iotice of to beabletodofo.. 
Certainly (fubjoyns Eufeézus) he knew 
very well the Frame of humane Spirits, that 
faid by the Pen of an Apoftle ; . 
‘yom whence comes Warrs and Braw!l- 
gs among you 2 Come they not bence, 


i 


James 4. 
Ie 


2 of your Lusts that war ta your Mem- 
: And I doubt whether Plagues, Wars 
Famines have done more mifchief to 
ankind, than Anger and Ambition, and 
ne other inordinate Pafions; for thefe 
requently bring upon Men thofe pub- 
and other fatal Calamitics, either as 
ements, which they provoke God ‘to 


s naturally flow; fromuthofe Mifchie- 
acticess to which unbridl’d Pations — 
y. the criminally unhappy Perfons they — 
‘Taflav’d. AD Oe Where- 


a 
\ 


jag , ‘wi : : os 
Aict ; or'as Evils, whten as propericonfe- 


' NVWVherefore, (concludes Esfebius, cat. 
ing his Eyes upon Lindamor) As the ‘ule 

. fulnefs of a River hinders us not from ma. 
king good the Banks, and,' if need be, ma- 
king .Damms, to confine’ it within its Li- 
mits, and prevent its Inundations; Sothe 
uifefulnefs of the Paffions fhould not hinder 

~ us from watchfully employing the Methods 
and Expedients afforded us by Reafon and 
Religion , to keep. them within their due 
Bounds, which they: feldome over-flow 

* without fhewing to:our Coft, that, as ’tis 
obferved of Fire: and VVater, they: cannot 

be fo good Servants, bur that they are worfe 
Matters. 1 QO DU ae nitures 7 


go ) DISCOURSE: 18 


Bpon the comparing of Lands , feated at 
 & differing diftances from the Rever, © 


#7 His Jatt Difcourfe, to which the Ri- 
: ver had afforded the occafion, invi- 
ting me to Survey as much of it as was 
within my View , alittle more attentively, 

_ gave me the ‘opportunity of taking notice 
_ of amanifeft difference betwixt the Lands 
that lay near it, and thofe whofe Situation 
"was remoter from it, and having acquainted 
SN oy i abel ik 


bis with what I had obferv’d, which 
own Eyes could not but prefently bear 
nefs to; One (fays he) that thould 
y conlider how {wiftly this Stream runs a- 
 thefe flowery Meadows, and how great 
uantiry of Vater pales through them, 
id from them, towards the Sea, wéuld be 
to conclude;that certainly thefe Grounds | 
in none of the Water which runs from 
fo haftily, and fo plentifully, efpe- 
ly fince we can fee no Chanels, nor 
er manifeft Inlets, and Receptacles, that 
uld divert and retain the fugitive Wa- 
ter, fo that the Grounds confining on the 
River, muft be but little advantag'd by its 
Neighbourhood. But, (continues Eufe- 
§) though thefe Grounds have not any 
ent Pailases, whereby to derive Water 
| Fatnefs fromthe River, and therefore 
futfer the greateft part of it to run by 
in undiverted , yer itill fome of the 
erifhing and Fertilizing moifture is from 
e€ to time foak’d in by the Neighbouring 
‘ound , and ¢ perhaps by blind Pores and 
oked Chanels ) fo difperfed thorow the 
ole Fields, that they have thereby Wa- 
and in that vehicle Fertility convey 
em, which you will not doubt, if you 
It with me take notice, how. much the 
Is that lye on both fides near the oe, 
i Boe a 


} 


‘wa 


sat ‘(58 ) | 
of the River, are more Verdant, and Flou- 
rifhing, and more Rich than thofe lefs happy 
Grounds, to whom their Remotenefs denies 
the advantage of fo improving a Neighbour. 
iho: bisisnipnentaerse : 
Thus (refumes Eufebzus )- many a pious 
Perfon that is an Affiduons  attendaaton the 
means of Grace, and has a care to place 
himfelf as it were in the way, by which the 
Ordinances of God, efpecially thofe of 
_Reading; and Expounding of the Scriptures, 
are wont freely and copioutfly to flow , is 
(efpecially upon any fit of Melancholy, or 
diftrefs of Mind) apt to be extremely 
difcourag’d from profecuting that courfe of 
Duties, and by looking upon the little thar. 
he remembers of fo many excellent Ser- 
mons ashe hasheard., he is often inclined 
to conclude not only he has ‘oft all the 
2g Sermons that he has heard already, 
ut thar at leaft for fuchas he there's little’ 
to be expeéted from them for the future. 
- But though to lofe fo much of a thing, 
fo precious as the Dodtrine of Salvation, 
be thar, which is oftentimes a fault, and al- 
- ways an unhappinefs’, yet ’tis’a far lefs 
- Mifchief to forget Sermons than to for- 
fake them, the one may be but an effect of 
a weak Memory , the other’ is that’ of a 
depraved Will, perverted by Lazinefs, Im- 


patience, 


one in a Confumption, or Difentery, 
aufe. he grows not Fat with Feeding, 
ald telolve to renounce Eating and 
but this (fays Eafebrus) is not that which 
hiefly intended: For Pious, bur melan- 


joly “Perfons, are oftentimes too Partial 


their own Eftare , they feem not to for- 
any Sermon fo much. as thar, Charity 

d begin at home, And they-are much 
nore carefull not to accufe any body wrong- 
ully than themfelves , though they mist 
xember, thar in the Eltimate of Chritt 
vfelf, all Grounds are not equally Fruit- 

hat are good, fome bringing forth hun- 
d, fome fixsty , fome but thirty Fold, 
yet to all he vouchfafes the*title ¢f 
d; and though, as mad Men that have 
loft their VVits, feldome or never 


ely bemoan themfelves of the weaknefs 


y, tobe apt to deplore ones unpro- 
y; Tis true, that Preaching ts not 
ys, and I fear not fo much as‘often, the 
ut of Life unto Life, the Perverinefs 


ce, or fome greater faule 5 we fhould 
ce allow it fora Rational proceeding ; 


int themfelves, to be competent Judges - 


ain of the Want of them 3: fo thofe | 
ve forfeited, or are devoid of Grace, 


. And tis no mean fign of Proficiency 


RY OMAR ONE 


 Ceey 
of the Hearets making ir but too frequently 
the Savour of Death usto Death, But yet, 
{peaking in the general, though it acsravate 
the Sin$ committed in fpite of ir, yet ir 
ufually hinders many others from being 
committed ; and he that twice a VVeek is 
told of God, and Duty, and Heaven, and 
Hell, has his Confcience more awak’d than 
he that never hears of any of thefe things, 
And if you but compare one of thefe'de- 
{pondent Chriftians , we are confidering, 
with the carelefs Senfualitts, that fly a row- 
zing Sermon, as they fhould do what it 
would deter them from; you will eafily 
- difcern a fufficient difpariry between them, 
to invite you to conclude, that the Inftru- 
 Givenefs of Preaching may, like the naoi- 
ture of the River, be convey’d but by little 
and little at a time, and by unperceived 
Paffages, and yet be able to impart Fer- 
tility : For though much run by, yet com- 
monly fomething will ffick, which we may 
fafely conclude , if though we can difcern 
it no other way, it difclofe it felf by she 
- Effets; for ’tis not always to thofe that 
remember the moft of them, that Sermons 
do the moft good , as VVater retained in 
Ponds makes not the Bottom flourithing, 
but the Banks , and the Efficacy of a Ser- 
mon is'better to be colle&ed from, the Im- 
we, ae  preion 


Tp apes 
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eGtions, than from that it leaves on the 
ory , whether we retain the Particu- 
; faithfully or no, and carry them home 
us; yetif aSermonleave us Devou- 
than it found us , if we go from God's 
dinances, with a love to them, and a 
ith of them, and a purpofe to frequent 
m, we may be Defpondents, but are not 
ogether Non-proficients ; that incor- 
ptible Seed by which we are Regenerated, 
ng once thrown into an honeft Heart, 
y> as our Saviour intimates, grow up we 


by infenfible degrees, yet at length attain 
“Maturity. To difpatch, ( concludes Enfe- 
4) whether or no a Man can orderly 
peat all the Particulars that compofed the 


es him good, or keeps him fo: And irs 


Operation is tobe cftimated, not fomuch 


e, Bit 
hat you have been faying, ( fubjoyns 
udamor) when he perceived that Eufe- 


And though it differ from that where- 
2you have been pleafed to entertain us, 


pote; 


on it has on the Underftanding,; and 


now not well how, and though perhaps 


x eae ne: REA gt Voery eal ae en 


Soe 


ue 


tmon , it/does him good, if it either. 


yhat we Remember, as by what we - 


had done {peaking , fugeefts to mea 
étion, that till now I did not dream 


becaufe’tis applicable to the fame pur-. 


— = a 
SS 
2 3 


‘Tnftructive and Pathetick paflages of ig had 


pofe, and: occafioned by the fame River, ]. 
thall. without feruple, though after you, 
Difcourfe, not without Bluihes, tell you, 
that itis this; I, among many others tha; 


‘Live near it, have: often. reforted in hot 


Weather tothis River, to bathe my felf ia 
it , and after what I have been hearing, T 
now begin to confider, that though incom: 
parably the. greater part of the River’ fun 
by me, without doing me any good; and 
though when I went otit of it, I carried | 
away liteleor none of it with me 3 yet 


whilft I ftayed in it, ‘that very Stream, 


whofe Waters’ ran fo'fait. away from'me, 
wafhed and carried of whatever Foulnefs 


it- might find {ticking to my Skin: Andibes - 


fides, not: only cooled me, ‘and refré(hed 
me, byoallaying the intemperate heat that 


 difcompofed me, and made me faint, “but 


alfo help’d»me to a good Stomach for fome 
wititeatinn boise ooi.e. mpletad O 
» Thus ( tefumes Lindamor ) Thave fome- 
times found, that a moving Sermon, though 
itdid not) findme qualified to'derive from 
it the Advantages it| queftionlefs afforded 
betvers’ Auditors , ando when’ I wenr 
from it; I: found Thad retained fo litele of 
it, that it feemed to have ‘almoft ‘torally 
flipt out of, my Memory, yer the more 


that 


Ke 


‘Operation upon me, asto cleanfe the 
d from fome of the Impurities it had mo 
racted , by Converfing to and fro in x 
filing VVorld, without futiering Pol- a. 
ns to ttay long, and fettle where they 
to ke Harboured ; And befides, I 
d that'a courfé of fuch Sermons; as I 
been mentioning, did oftentimes (and 
dinot been my own faulr, would have 
ws done fo) both allay thofe Incrdi- 
vheats that tempung Objedts are but 
apt to Excite; refrefh «my. drooping — 
its, ‘that continually needed tobe re-— 

» and. raife in me an: Appetite to the 
eansof Grace, which’are Piety’s ( and 
quently the Soul’s) tuerand impro- 
Aliments. So that, (concludes Z7m-+ 
)otheugh I feldome let Sermons do 
1e good they. may, and fhould , yet 
not forfake them, becaufe I forget* 

i fince ’tis:to doa Man fome good, to 
im Jef¢ badthan he was, anditegive 
cand Inclination for the'means of 
beeen thine tay) cooW Less. 8 
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‘DISCOURSE Gon 


Upon a Fifbes vunning away with the 
| Bat eaiot' 


His RefleGtion of Liadamor’s was {oon 
follow’d -by another of the: fame 
Gentleman’s , who feeing many Fuithes rife 
ene after another, and ‘bite a Eugeniu’s 
~ Bait, which helet them: fomerimes tun a. 
way with, that he might bethé furer to be. 
able to draw them up; as he afterwards did 
feveral of them; Sees. (fays Lizdamor., as 
one of the Fifhes had jutt {wallowed. the 
Hook ) how: yonder. filly Fith; having at 
length feized the beloved Bait, he has. beén | 
Courting, pofts away with it as his obtained 
with; little dreaming: of being himfelf ta- 
 *ken + Thus’ ( continues the fame; Speaker ) 
when greedy Mortals have an opportunity 
~ to obtain forbidden things, they joyfully run 
away withthem as the Goods they aimed 
at, and when they fondly think they have 
caught, they are fo, and whilft they imagine 
themfelves'to carry away a Booty, they be- 
come a Prey; for that he is in his Judg- 
ment that never errs, who, whatever hé 
gets into the Pargain; lofes himfelf, 
The Scripture, (fubjoyns Eufebzm) men 
tons 


ons, among other properties of Vice, that 
ch it calls the Deceitfulnefs of Sin. 
he wife Man tells us, that VVine is 2 
er ; and it may be one of the reafons 
efe Expreffions , that when we think 
elves poilefled of a finfull Pleafure, 
re indeed pofleffed by it, as Doeme-— 
ks are poileiied by the Divel, who ferves 
y other Sinners, though lefs perceivea- 
as he ferves Witches, whom he gets the — 
yer to command, by feeming to obey 
ny and to comply with their criminal 
res ; And, if we compare this, with — 
ghat I was juft now obferving to you, on 
he occafion of the counterfeit Fly, we may 
dd, That even when Sin {eems the Kind- 
and moft Obfequious to us, and toan- 
r if not exceed our Defires, our cafe 
be but like the Canaanitith General's, 
) though he had Milk brought him by 
‘inftead of the Water he only requeft- 
was but thereby invited. to ‘a 
y the Sleep of Death, and to a. 4 
shis Fears more furpafs’d than 
Mrs ACC. | ae 
t, (purfues Exfebim ) this may fupply_ 
ith another Refle@tion; for though this 
fh feems to have devoured the Hook and. 
{wallowed, yet in effectit is taken: 
; fothe Divel, when he had played. 
: Cae fae 


the 


woe 
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ee) Con a 
‘the Serpent and the Lion,” when he had 
“brought the Jews and Gentiles to confpire 
againit their common Saviour , and had 
made Herod and Pilate friends to make them 
_ joynt Enemies to Chritt, and when by thefe 
means he feemed to have obtained his end, 
by employing their hands to Kall” the for. 
smidableft of all his Enemies, this purfued 
Prey deftroyed the feeming Conquerour ; 
and Death appearing to {wallow the Lord 
of Life, was, if I may fo fpeak, choaked 
by the Attempt , fince he not only was 
quickly able to fay in the Apoftles Trium- 
phant Language: O Death, where 
as thy Sting 2 OGrave, wheres thy y.. 
Vitlovy 2 but did by Death conquer... 
him that bad the power of Death, ap 2 
that is, the Divels nay, andmade ; 
all his followers fo much fharers in the ad- 
vantages of his Conqueft, as by the fame 
way (which we are informed by the fame 
Text) -to deliver thofe whom the reftlefs 
fear of Death petpetually kept from reli- 


2Cot. 15. 


fhing the Joys of Life. 
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on 4 Danger [pringing from an unfean — 
fonable Contest with the Steeyv[{man. >> 


His Difcourfe being ended; Eugenius, 
| who was look d upon by us all as the 
t Experienc’d as well as concerned 
ler among us ,. deferying aca good di- 
a place’ which he judged more coné 
nt for our Sport, than chat we there 
were in, where the Fith began to bite but 
flowly ; He invited the Company to this 
ew Station, bur when we were come thi- 
, finding in a fhort time, chat either ic 
ill tock’d with Fith, or that the Seafon 
heir Biting in the places thereabouts 
over, he thought it concerned him. to. 
e us fome better place; and accor-: 
ly, whilft we were yet, by the pleafure. 
“mutual converfation , endeavouring to. 
» the Fifhes fullennefs from proving an. 
rcife to or patience, he walk’d on along 
River, till he lighted upon a Yourh, that 
his Habit feen'd to belong to fome Boat: 
other Veilel ; and having enquir'd: of 
im, whether he could not be our Guide to 
ylace - where the - Fith “would: -bire> 
» he replied, that he eafily could, af- 


Be 2 we 


Te i ae 
we would take the trouble of coming toa 
place on the otlier fide of the River, which 

‘his Mafter, who was a Fifher-man, had. 
Baited over Night, and would queftionlefs _ 
Jet us make ufe of tor a {mall Gratification ; 7 
Engenius , being very well content, call’d 
away the Company, which were led by the 
Youth to a Boat belonging to his Matter, 

into which being entred, the old. Man, who — 

; was owner of the Boar, hoysd up. Sails, 
and began tofteer the Boat withone of his 

Oars, to a-place he fhewed us at a good 
diftance off but didit fo unskilfully, that 
fince a Mariner of, his Age could fearce 
miltake fo grofsly.for want of Experience 
inthe River 5 we began te fafped, that he 

-had-too plentifully tatted afar ttronger Li- 
quor than that which was the Scene of his 
Trade; and asthe old Man was half Drunk, 

- fo the Youth appeared to be a meer Novice, 
both which we had quickly occafion to take 
notice off: For fome Clouds that were 
gathering out of the Sea, pafling over out 
Vellel, rais’d in their pailage, as is ufual 
enough, a temporary Wind, that tofucha 
flight Boat as ours was, might almoft pafs 

for a kind of Storm; For then the old 
Man gave out his. directions {o ill, and che 
Youth was fo little able to execute them 
par @ually, that two of the Company of 
i | : fended 


Pe Ny) : 
ed at their unskilfulnefs, began by an- 
-and unfeafonable Expoftulations and 
amours, to confound the already difor- 
’d Boat-man, and being got up, withno 
L hazard to the Boat, they would per- 
e, by crofing the VVater-men if 
ir endeavours, have. made it mifcarry, 
(not Lindamor, whole Travels had made 
1 well acquainted with fuch cafes, ear= 
ly requefted them to fit ttill, .and let the © 
ater-men do theirown work as wellas. 
y could, affirming, that he had feen more 

an one of thofe eafily over-fet Boats caft 


deavours of the VVater-men and Pailéns 
ts to preferve it: This counfel was 
ght very reafonable, fince the greater 
e VVind was, andthe lefs the Steerman’s 
terity, the more neceilary it appear’d, 
we fhould be orderly and quice, and 
leaning our Bodies fometimes one way, 
fometimes another , as o¢cafion re 
'd, do what in us lay to keep the Veilel 
ight, and herein we were {fo profperous, 
:foon after the Cloud was pafled, and 
me Shower it brought with it was over, the 

ind grew moderate ‘enough to allow us 
ake fome.calm Refle&tions on what had 
ened: This. Liaamor, from the thanks 
Were given him for his advice, rook 
Pog. Ee 2 “.  o¢cafion 


vay by the confufed and difagreeing enr | 


| Oe a 
occafion to doin thefe tearms : Since States- 
~ gnen and Philofophers are wont to compare 
4 Common-wealth toa Ship, I hope the 

Refleétion fuggeited to us by what had jut — 
now heniekitl will be the eafier pardon’d, 
The skil of ruling Nations, is an Art no lefs 
difficule than noble ; . for whereas Statuaries, 
Maforis, Carpenters, aud other Artificers 
work upon inanimate Materials,a Ruler mutt 
manage ftee Agents, who may have each 
of them interelts or defigns of their own, 
dittin@ from thofe of che Prince, and many 
times repugnant to them: And the Ptizes 
that are contended for in Government, 
either are, or ( which is in our cafe all one ) 
are thought, fo Valuable, and the concur- 
rents are fo Goncern’d, and confequently fo 
Induftrious to drive on each his own de- 
fign, that without mentioning any of thofe 
many other things which make good Go- 
_vernment difficult, thefe alone may futfice 
to make it more our trouble than our won- 
der, that the Rulers of States and Com- 
mon-wealths fhould oftentimes mif-govern 
them. ' But the publick Infelicities of de- 
clining States, are not always wholly due to 
the Imprudence of the Ruler, bur often- 
times thofe' thar moft refent fuch Impru- 
dency,’ even by thofe very Refentmen;s; 
encseafe the publick Dilordets they apps 


fo 


uch troubled at; and it may be a que- 
» Whether itbe more prejudicial to 
ynon-wealths, to have Rulers that are 
Stares-men, than to have a Multitude 
Subjeéts, that think themfelves to be 
ife ones, and are forward to Cenfure 
is done by their Magiltrates , either 
aufe it ts done Ly their Superiours, or 
aufe tis not done by themfelves. : 
Yer it may well be doubted, (fays Ex- 
iw) whether the Reverence and Sub- 
on'we owe to Senates, or Princes, ex- 
snd to our very Reafons, and our inward 
houghts : For the Right, and the Skil to 
Govern, are two very diftin& things; nor 
does the one confer the other: A Crown, 
ow pretious foever, adorns but the our- 
of the Head, without enriching the in- 
and its Splendour will fcarce dazle 
Vife beholders Eyes, though it but too 
does theirs thar wear it : No, the 
bunal of reafon has a Jurifdiction that 
ches to Thrones themfelves, and what. 
1 well obferved juft now concerning 
difficulty of avoiding faults in Govern- 
nt, will, I prefume, make you think ir 
ufable, if I ti that I think, Sove- 
ens do. now antt-then do what you con- 
3 *tis fo hard for them to avoid doing; 
is it more.a Breach of Loyalty, not to 
Cl Pe 4 aes 
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think a weak Governour a Prudent one, 


; ‘ : Wa eee yet ; e ar? 
than not to think him Tall, or Streight, of 


Sharp-fighted , if Nature have made him 
Low, or Crooked, or Purblind. A Senate 
ot a Monarch may indeed command m 

Life and Fortune ; but as for my Opinions, 


whether of Perfons, or things, I cannot in. 
moft cafes command them my felf, but 


mutt fuffer them to be fuch as the Nature 


of the things I judge of requires ;~ and 
therefore, the thinking all things done with 


VVifdome that “are done by Men in Powe 
er; is ‘too great an Impoflibility to be a 
Duty ;° and befides, it would leffen ‘the 
Merit of Obedience,which otherwife would 
not appear to be paid to the Authority of 
the Magsiftrate, fince we readily obey the 


—Injun@ion of Lawyers and Phyfitians, as. 


long as we think them Prudently frain’d for 


our good, though we acknowledge not 


thefe Perfons to have any right to Com- 
mand us. eae 

But ian (continues Eagenius ) I take 
Reafon to be fo fupream a thing, ‘that ‘as 
even the greatelt Princes AGions thould be 
regulated by it, fo they may be judg’d by it; 
yet Tallow lawfull Authority a Jurifdiction 
over my Actions, thar 1 deny it over my 
Opinions; and though I can’ obey the Or- 
_ dere coae have the Impretles of ‘VVifdonie, 


ae 


Sa 
yell’ as the ftamp of Authority, with | 
> hope and alacrity , ver I can obey 
e wherein I think Power is uaguided by, 
nce, with no’ lefs “Pun@ualnefs and 
ty: I-would’ not refilt a Magiftrate 
n cannot efteem him; and’ thoash T 
-difcern Folly’ even. in the gréaveft 
ces, yet I cati reverence Auchority in the 
know Eugentus too well (fays Lin- 
or ) not to believe him: ‘But’thoush T 
afefs, that to do what you fay, is to’ do 
ich , and to do that which fear is not 
uly done , yer me-thinks it were well 
we did fomewhat more; for whereas 
oft humane Actions, efpecially about 
rs political, are attended with’great — 
ety of Circumftances,according to fome 
ther of which, they may be differingly 
fidered, and eftimared, as’tis not very 
cult to make many, if not moft A@ions 
ear politick or unwife, according’ as 
rare Cloathed with thofe of their Cir+ 
ftances, that may be applied to excufe 
n, or with thofe that are fir to difcom~ 
id them ;’ fo -would take a care to put 
avourableft Conftru@ions on thofe 
lick Counfels, that are capable of more 
aftructions than one, and ufe the Parents 
y -Gountry, a8 Noah's wo dutiful - 
Be eS Children 


Children. did their diftemper'd: Father } 
whofe Nakednefs when they had once dit. | 
covered, they covered too; and that in 
{uch a way, as fhewed they were unwilling 
to fee more of it than was neceffary to en. 
able them tohide it, And I fay this, ( con- 
tinues Lindamor ) with Relation to Euge. 
nius, and fuch as he; for asto the Vulgar, 
_who yet make up the far greateft and loudeft 
pate of thofe thar would intrude them- 
elves into State-affairs, upon the prerence 
of their being ill managed by their Supe- 
tiours ; I cannot but think, that whatever 
the courfe of Affairs be, thefe cannot but 
be incompetent Judges of their being Po- 


/ ~ fitick, or the contrary ; For to judge of 


things barely by fuccels, were fomewhat to 
forget that there is afupream and abfolute 
 difpofer of Events, aad has been a practice 
always rejeGted by the Wife, as both dif- 
couraging Wifdome and affronting it; 
And as forthe Counfels, by which indeed - 
the Prudence or Imprudence of publick 
AGions is to be eftimated, the Vulgar is 
rarely admitted to have {uch a Profpect into 
the true State of Affairs, as is requifite to © 
enable them to judge of the Expedience 


er unadvifednefs of them, being unac- 


quainted with the frame and Motives of the 
Prince’s Counfels and Defigns : Ordinary 
4 i: a Men 


: (75) tis 
n may often think thar ‘Imprudenr, 
il ft they confider it only in it felf, which 
ongruity to the reft of the Prince’s de- 
‘may make Politick enough, and a pri- 
Whifper, orthe Intimation from an 
{pected Spy, or an intercepted Letter, 
divers other things unperctiv'd, and per- 

undreamt of, by thofe that are not ‘of 
State-Cabal, may make ir wife to do 
eral things, which to thofe that look only 
Actions, without knowing the Mo- 
> may appear Unpolitick, and would 
leed be fo, were it not for thefe Reafons, 
ch yet ought to be as little Divulged 
is Difobey’d : So that the Peoples for~ 
irdnefs, to quarrel with the Tranfations 
their Prince, is ufually compounded of 
e and Ionorance, and is moft incident 
fe, that do not fufficiently underttand 

State-affairs or themfelves; and 
t they judge upon incompetent Infor- 
n, even when their Superiours are in 
fault , they may be fo, for cenfuring 


mutt not now difpute, (fays Eufebius) 
er fuch as you, Géntlemen , whom 
Conditions, Parts and Opportunities 
fie to difcern the Interefts and Defigns _ 
Princes, may not be allowed to judge of 
leir Counfels, and fee their Errours ; As 
i ASSN aT OO UR ae a : our 


ee 
our late Aftronomers, being allifted with 
good Glailes, are allowed to tellus, tha 
they difcern Spots even in the Sun it felf: 
Buc certainly, che Ambition of Pragmaticaj 
Inferiours, to make themfelves States-men, 
upon pretence that’ thofe that fic at the 
Helin do not Govern icas wifely as thef 
would do, if they were inthe fame places, 
is a fault no lefs prejudicial to any State; 
than Epidemical in fome of them : For 
-whil’ft the Government is thus Decryed, the, 
fame difadvantageous Reprefentations em: 
bolden Strangers and Forrainers to attempt 
the Subverfion of a State, and make the 
difpondent Subje@s defpair of preferving 
ic, lirtle confidering that there are fcarce 
ever any Imprudences in a Government, 
that can prove any thing near fo Prejudicial | 
to the Generality of the Subje@s, as would 
the Subverfion of it, whether by Forain 
Conqueft, or by Inteftine Jarrs ; fuch 
changes {eldome doing lefs than entail up- 
on unhappy Countries the fears and mif- 
chiefs of Warr. And that though it be 
erantéed, that the right of Governing does 
not conferthe Skil, yet’tis much better to 
- {tick to the former, than oppofe or defert it, 
becaufe ic wants the latter: Fora right to 
“a Crown, is that, which for the moft part. 
manifeftly: belongs but to ene, and . {el 
iii | Q ome 
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plaifibly pretended to by above two 
ce, whereas the Skil to Govern is fo 
rminedy and fo uncertain a thing, that 
Innate pride and Self-love ,would 
> almolt. every Man: to ¢laim it for 
elf; efpecially, fince by. .challenging 
he might put for holefs than Sove- 
y : And in a State thus, abandoned 
craftieft.or the {trongelts there would 
want difturbing Vicifliude of ,Go- 
ents, aswell as Governours , fince 
joever could get. Intereft,.cnough in the 
uldiery, or the Multitude, would quickly 
ife and impofe fuch a frame’of Govern- 
t, asmay pucthe Management of Af 
's. into his and-his Parties) hands, and 
hem the Authority that have the Pow- 
_ But, (refumes, Exfeliw ).1, mutt re- 
aber, that. not Politicks, but Divinity is 
rofeffion',, aid therefore without en- 
ing upon, the confufion that is inevitable — 
‘State, where-the right of Governing 
@ not heeded, or at leaft not afcertain- 
-very Man would precend. to Counfel 
ommand, and none would think him- 
bound to Obey ; I thall only mind you, - 
_ Magiftracy having been inftitused by 
for the good of Mankind, we may in | 
ing our Tawfall Magiftrates, though 
laps lefs WVile than we could wiih 
Heke oy. 2) eee 


may lefs prejudice the ha than che 
froward and jarring endeavours of Men, 
that perhaps would be wifer Rulers if chey 


AG 


Po. ee ee 
re. But however, (concludes he) ir 
be no {mall fatisfaGion to an honett 
n, and a loyal Subject, not tobe con- 
ous to himfelf of having contributed to 
. publick Calamities, either by his own 
ovocations, or his Fadtious indignation 
the Princes faults; if a Man have done 
tmoft to hinder the Ruine he comes to 
involved in, the publick Calamity will 
ar lighter to him, being not clogged by 
vate Guilt ; and he will fupport the 
sfortune of ic with far the lefs trouble, 
he be to fupport nothing elfe.’. Nay 5 

the Service we do to whatever Prince _ 
ightfully fet over us, upon the {core of 
is being Gods Vice-gerent, is ultimately 
eGied to that Supream, and as'thes Scrip- 
e calls him, Only Potentate, whofe Ma- 
ence is as inexhaufted as his Treafure ; 
ay fafely expe&, that whatever pre- 
we here fuftain upon the account of 
Prince’s commands, will hereafter be 
ntageoully confidered to us in the re- 
td of our Obedience. 


DIS: 
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of the Seay and 
not Bracki{o,. — 


fhall-fall-down in Rain,will fafficiently thew 
that.it- was before-but V Vater, which whilft 
it lay mingl’d jwith the reft of the River,, of 
the Sea, whe ice tis Exhal’d, may be {up- | 
pos’d as Clear and Limpid as any of the | 
roit; bur now that the Sun has by its pow- 
full Beams elevated this VVater in the form 
~ of Vapours, and drawn it near it felf, we 
fee ir Compofes a Cloud, which does no 

ee ke : longet 


OT sree Sales : 
er receive or tranfmit the Light, but 
the Earth of it, and eclipfes the Sun- 
rais’dir, andfometimes too, produces 
al ftorms-of Rain, and Wind, and 
. Thus (¢ purfues Z2zdamor ) there 
many, who while they continu’d in a 
and’ private Fortune, were as blame- 
as others; and yet, when by a peculiar 
chfafement of Providence, ‘they are 
from that humble {tare ‘to a ¢onfpi- 
is height , they feem to have as much 
ang’d their Nature as their Fortune; they- 
w as much worfe than meaner Men, as’ 
heir condition is better than that of fuch ; 
nd the principal things by which they make 
heir Exaltation be taken notice of, are, the. 
udice they do to-their Inferiours, and 
oratitude they exercife towards that 
warch of the VVorld, that rais’d them: 
je others.: Of fo perverting a Nature, — 
fo high a Station; tharthe gaining of an 
mthly Crown, is very far from being-2- 
erance to'the acquiring-of an Heavenly 
And many, whom an humble condi-. 
of Life kept as Innocent as Lowly;’ 
by the hisheft Advancement ‘in ‘point. 
ortune, impait’d in'point of Morality, 
thefe fupteme ‘Dignities, which the ~ 
tious ‘World fo fondly. Courts and: 
ies , do fo often manifelt thofe that 
i OE dave ~~ 
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have attain’d chem, to be unworthy a 
them. . Fay pose ti _ 
~ | know not whether Eugentm imagin’d — 
that Lzadamor did in' this Difcourfe make 
-fome little Refleétion, upon what we had 
larely {aid on the behalf of Princes : But 
{ afterwards fufpected, that it was, partly 
to reply to this Obfervation, as well as en- | 
-tertain the Company with a new one that 
he fubjoyn’d. As this Cloud has furnifl’d 
Lindamor with one Refic&ion, fo that which 
Jatcly brought us the Showrof Rain, whofe 
miarks are yet upon cur Hats, may apply: 
us with another, which may thew, that 
- Themes of this Nature are applicable to 
very differing purpoles, according as one 
— orother of their Circumftances happens to 
be confider’d and employ’d : For as far 
(purfues he) as we can judge by the 
.. Neighbourhood of the Sea, and by thar 
Cloud’s being driven hither by a VVind 
‘blowing thence , it confifted of the Sea- 
water rais’d in the form of Vapours, But 
though the Water of the Ocean is Salt and 
Brackifh, Unpleafant and Unwholefome 
whil ftic lies there Unelevated; yet that 
~ Water which has the Advantage of being 
rais'd to the fecond Region of the Air, ap-. 
pears, when. tis curn’d into Rain, to have 


left all its Brackifhnefs behind it, and proves 


“~ both 
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h wholefome for Mens Bodies, and fer. 
ie totuemunclde ost) a 
hus ( continues Eugentu) wefome. , 
wes fee, that Men, whoinaprivatecon~ 
tion were fubjec& todivers Vices, deveft 
em when they are advane'd to the honour 
utting on Koyal Robes, as Silk-worms 
we their Husks behind them, when by | 
quiring VVings they turn into (a nobler 
tt of Creatures ) flying Animals ; as 
moft Men change, fo fome improve their 
inds with their Condition, and feem to 
gave mif-behav’d themfelves in a lower - 
tation, but becaufe they were Born-to a 
ugher, and were, whilit beneath it, detaia'd 
at of their proper Sphere.: And. indeed, 
a Throne expofes thofe that fit on it to. 
liar Temptations to Vice, fo does it 
ord them peculiar Engagements to Vir- 
as fo Elevated a Station is apt to make. 
giddy, fois it proper to make them. 
ufpect, by letting them fee that all the 
Id fees Them ; the Sublimity ef fuch: 
dition would make any Soul, that is- 
very mean, -defpife many mean things 
it too often prevail upon Inferiour pero 
_ If Princes have any fenfe of Shame: 
Honour, it will be.a great Curb to* 
‘to cenfider, that;-as. there’ ate too. 
Eyes upon them toler their Vices be» 
as Bhan i [ae 
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Cenfure as Difcovery; and Men: will be 
the more fevere to their Reputations , ,be- 


n | 


-fectet, fo their Faults can as little efcape 


caufe “tis the only thing wherein Subjects — 
can punith their Soveraigns. If they have 


any thing of Generofity in their Natures, 
their very Condition;by placing them above 
other Objeas, will make them afpire to 
Glory ; and that is a Miftrefs, that ev’n 
Monarchs cannot fuccefsfully. court, but 


with great-and good Aions.° And if they — 
have withall atenfe of Piety, they cannot, — 


but, in Gratitude to him, whofe Vice- 


~ gerents they are, endeavour to promote his 


Incerefts that made them fo , and fo‘make 


themfelves as like him as they. can in his 


other Attributes of Clemency, Juftice, and 
Bounty, as he has vouchfafd to make them 
in his Power and Authority : And befides, 
that the adual Poflefion of an Earthly 


Crown leaves them nothing worth afpi-. 


ring to but a Heavenly one: The confide- 


ration of the great Advantages they have 


above other Men of ‘doitig Good , and the 


‘Exemplarinefs and Influence: as well . of | 
“their Vices as of their Virtues; will make 
them tremble ar the thoughts of the Ac- 


count they muft one Day render of fo many 


“Thoufands, perhaps of fo many Millions, 


& of Subjects ) committed to their Charge, 


s they are fure it will bea grear ones 
y hall not’ make itagood one, Nor 
ues Eugentus) is Hiftory altogether 
ith'd with Examples of thofe whom 
one has as well Improv'd | 
nify'd : Saul was not the — 
etfon, who when he was. _ 
ed King had another Spirit, and became 
her Man ; Thar Tit, who was the 
d of it, was juttly ftyl'd the Darling 
inkind, though his Virtue and NoLle- 
sdid, more than his Crown, keep the 
atcft part of Pofterity from taking no- 
> of any thingin him, bue an Obliging- 
is proportionate to his Greatnefs: Yer 
find infome antient VVriters, to whom 
hwas more dear than ev’n this Favou- 
of Mankind, that before he came to 
at fupreme Pitch of humane Dignity, his’ 
e of Life did not promife the Romaz 
ld the happinefs it deriv'd from his 
rnment; His Life before he came to 
mperour, having not been fo free from 
uthes of Luft and Blood: But that I 
in writing his Charactcr, invert what 
‘oman Hittorian {aid of one of his Pre- 
fours, and fay, that Tze had been 
ht Ladi gums Imperio nifi impevalfet. And, 
going as far as Rome, our own Hix — 
ords us. a Heary the Fifth, who, 
ee Ore 
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before. he came to the. Kingdome, wags 
{earce thought worthy to Live init, and — 
didfo degrade. himfelf to the Practices of — 
the meancit MalefaGtors, that a Judge, thar — 
~ was then his Fathers Subject, was fain to 
ufe him at thar Rare ; and yet this Prince, 
as foon as he had Seated himfelf in’ the — 
Throne, did as fuddenly as if the Place ir 
felf had fome fecret Virtue to improve 
thofe it admitted, behave himfelf as a Per. 
fon worthy of it; and not only Conquer’d 
France, but, which was a Nobler, as well as 
-a more difficult Vidtory, his own Refenr- 
ments too, by preferring that Judge, when 
King,that had Imprifon'd him,when Prince ; 
and evincing by fo memorable an Action, 
that he preferr’d Virtue above himfelf, and 
renouncing the Pleafure of Revenge, he 
{crup!’d not to promote one whom he could 
not commend without condemning him- 
felf; were it not, that in this Prince, accor- 
ding to what I was faying , the King was 
become another Man than the Subject. 
And perhaps, (concludes Ewgenzus, a little 
Smiling) I could proceed to give you othet 
Examples enough to keep it from being 
improbable; that one main Reafon, ye 
there are but few good Princes, is, becaule 
there are but few Princes ; were it not 
that I {ee the VVater-man prepare to Land 
OE ee Sarat | US« 
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‘And in effea, we were now come fo 
he place, where the Fither-man de- 
to fet us Athore, that whether or no 
damor had a mind to return any thing to 
hat Eugenins had faid, it would then have 
pear'd unfeafonable, either to tefume the 
ate, ot profecute the Difcourfe. 


DISCOURSE XIII. 
pon drawing the Boat to the Shore, 


Hen we were now come to the 
Y place where we were to be Lan- 
» leaft the Boar thould be carried away 
‘the Stream before we could {tep Afhore, 
@ Owner of it reach’d out his long Pole, 
by means of the Crook, taking falt 
of the Bank, he drew rhe Pole towards 
with ail his might, and thereby brought 
Boat to Shore. This endeavour of the 
ater-man’s, and the effect of it, inviting 
biw to {mile a little, save me the Cu- 
ty, as foon as we were Landed, to en- 
e why he did fo: Iris almoft as ordi- 
7, (antwers Eufebius ) for Mento think 
felves wifer than God, as’tis impofi- 
for them really to be fo. Thofe that 
nothing: bue to obtain their Ends, and 
ae eed eae 
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that {cruple at nothing they judge condy: 
cive to them, do oftentimes lay their de. 
fiens and plots with {fo much Artifice and 
Subtilty, that they do not doubt, that,what._ 
ever may become of Gods defigns, and of 
his promifes, and threats , thofe, which 
themfelves have laid fo Politickly cannot but 
fucceed. And even pious and well-mean- 
-ing Perfons, thar have the opportunity to 
ditcern the Politick ways thas thefe Men 
take tocompafs their Ends, are oftentimes _ 
tempted to needlefs Fears, that Divine pro. 
- vidence will be puzzl’d and diftrefs’d by 
them; and to think, that for Reafons fe. 
_cret, though juft, Providence may be put 
by thefe Mens craft to play an after-game 
inthe VVorldto come.. But in fuich cafes; 
it often fares with thefe grand Defigners, 
asit did jut now withour VVater-man : 
He had faftened his Grapling-Iron to the 
Shore, and putting to his utmoft ftrength, 
did fo forcibly endeavour to draw it to- 
wards him, that one, that did not know- 
that the Shore was fixe, might expect this 
Lufty Fellows endeavours capable’ to put 
into Motion whatever he fo forcibly drew — 
towards him: But the Shore being fixt, 
and immoveable, inftead of making thar 
_ come tohim, his very {trainings drew him 
and his Boar to that. Thus the penile : 
ae PR a 4 OF 


he proud Pile of Batel,” whereby they 
nfelves againft a fecond. Flood coe 
t being filent as to thar Aim, and “a 


urpofe , but) to make themfelycs a 
ney and prevent Difperfion. Thefe 
itious Contrivers, who had laid their 
fo hopefillly, that they had engao'd no 
than Mankind, and who probab aay 

Hearts, ( dadthis they te- 9 
to do, aid now nothine will be Genel ti, 
ained from them, which they * 


rant my Conjeduring, that thofe had 
gns very afpiring, that. intended but to 
€ a Rife to their foaring. flight of a 
t, whofe Top fhould reach unto Heat. 
- But the Policy of thefe ambitious 
ders being contrary to the charitable 
ec of God, to have the Earth PeopI‘d, 


ought them together, to effec that which 
on{pir’d to prevent, fo, thar now the 
otelt Parts of the Inhabited World are 
he Colonies of Batel, whofe {cattered 
hitects have indeed made themfelves a 
he, but upon aquite contrary Account 


ut (not, as moft imagine, to fecure 


being a very improper place for fuch. 


€ thofe Expreffions of him, thar knew, » 


imagined todo’) {eem’d me-thinks to 


nade ufe of that very confpiracy, that 


than . 


(90) 


| than they intended. or expected. | Thurs the 


~ Purblindenvy of Fofeph’s Brethren, having 
made them refolve to prevent his future 
Dreams of Superiority over them, made 
them think, that, by Selling him for a Slave, 

they had taken fuificient Order he thould 
hever come to be their Mafter. And ye 
we fee, that Fofeph’s being fold into Egypr. 
was made ufe of by the wife Orderer of 
_ humane Affairs, to make him in etfe@& Lord 
of that rich and populous Kingdome; and 
thereby, of his envious Brethren, Pbaroal’s 
Dreams having advantageoufly made him 


amends for the hardfhips his own had ex. | 


pos'd himto. So the proud Favourite of 


— Abafuervs queftionlefs thought he could 
fcarce mifs his Ends, when, by the Counfel_ 


of his Friends, and, as he fondly thought, 
of his Gods too, he provided for AZordec at 
that fatal Gibbet, which probably he might 
have efcap’d, if he had not erected it. Thus 
the High Prieft and Sanhedriz of the Jews; 
_ feem’d to A& with much Policy, though no 
-Juftice, when they refolv’d upon the Death 


of our Saviour , leaft, as the Gofpel tells. 


us, the Romans fhould come and Deftroy 
their Temple, and Nation, which whether 
indeed it did not rather procure than divert 
the coming of the Romans, the Church- 
Hiftory can inform you. Nay, the Old 


’ Serpent 
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nt himfelf, thac Arch-politician, that 
> Inftru@ter of thofe others I have — 
naming, even in his chicfelt Matter- 
, found himfelf the moft Over-match’d 
, towhom the Scripture afcribes the 
of the VVife in their own ‘Crafei- 
For queftionlefs, he highly applauded 
own Subtilty, and feem’d to have taken 
lirecteft and moft profperous way to. 
mpious Ends, that could be devis’d, 
1,having made Herod and Pilate Friends 
fuch tearms, that the Lamb of God 
d be the Vidtim of their new: Confe- 
cy , he had engas’d both Jews and 
iles in a ruinous and trasick Confpi- 
to Killthe Prince of Life, and by ee 
ralle?d Crime at once deftroy the 
els chief Enemy, and make God theirs: 
‘yet the Event has fuffictently mant- 
d, that the Apoftle might well affirm, 
‘Chrift by his Death deftroy’d him that 
the Empire of Death, the Divel, and 
Satan's Kingdome never receiv’d fo 
adly a Wound, as that which pierc’d out 
cify’d Saviour’s fide. WVherefore in 
> (concludes Exfebius) the Decrees 
ovidence are too folid and fixt to have 
ence offered them by humane At- 
pts, how fpecious foever they be ; and 
ethat think to bring God to their sats | 
Prk. on wi 
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will find’at long Running, chat they have gg. 
do with One,, whofe Power and Wildome. 
are fo Over-tuling, that not only he cay. 
fruftrate their uemoft endeavours, but make 
thofe very endeavours fruftrate themfelves | 
and employ Mens fubtileft Policies to ac. 

complith thofe very things they were de. 


fign’d to defeat. - 


awe 


5: TDESRCOURSE XIV): 


3 Upon Catching Sore of Fifp at a Baited 
wie e place. ae 


AS foon as we were come to the place 
“£7 the Fifher-man told us of, we found 
it as plentifully ftor’d with Pith as he had - 
fore-told us, and caught more in fome few 
Minutes than we had taken in a whole hour 
before: But we did not half fo much mar- 
vel at this, as we were pleas’d with it, be- 
caufe the Fither-man inform’d us, that he 
had liberally Baited the place over-night. 
with Corn, as well as VVorms ; whilit 
this pleafant Exercife lalted, Eufebsw mark- 
ing how great a Refort of Fithes there was 
in that place, and how falt we drew them 
up, upon comparing what he faw happen, 
with the Occafion of it, thus acquainted 


us 
* 


the thoughts thereby fuggefted 10 
Thofe (fays he ) that’ Yetter-day 
» Evening might fee this Man ( point- 
y the Fifher-man ) throw in’ his Baits 
fulls into this place, and then de- 

{> as minding them no more, were pro- 
ly, if they knew not his Defign, and the 
m of Fifhers, tempted to think him 
ftfull Prodigal, or at beft'a-ventutous 

his Baits to. be caught up»by-Fithes, 
‘or ought hé’ knew would: never’comie 
fo thank their Hoft. But thofe thar — 
( what we fiow find )' how profitable 
urfe this is wont-to prove, would, in- 
finda: fuch a practice a piece’ of 


look upon it as a piecevof Provi- . 
For though: he be -fure ‘hot -to 

in kind the ‘things he ‘eaft upon 
aters , yet fuch a lofs is wont’ to 
very gainfull unto him, -whifft he 
a Grain of Corn, or a' Worm, to 
ifhes of far more Values’ Thus, - 
the purblind’ World may think a. 
Almes-giver, or a’generotis ‘Con-— 
‘a Fool, or a Prodigal; whiltt they 
onfider him as one that throws away 
he has in prefent Pofleffion 5 and 
‘not fo much as to-hope for the:reco- 
the fame Goods, or any of the like 
Nature ; 
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Nature; yet thofe whofe Eyes being th, 
minated with a Heavenly light, are thereby, 
enabl’d ro look into the vaft and: difta,, 
Regions of the future, and. co defery. there 
the final Idues of all Temporal things, will 
be fo far from. thinking him unwife, fo, 
parting with unfatisfying Trifles, to pro, 
cure. the higheft and molt permanen 
Goods, that they will think his Proceeding, 
far more juftifiable in point of Prudence, 
than we now think the Pither-man’s: Noy 
will the parting with a greater Fortune, ag 
freely as with a lefler, any more alter’ the 
Cafe, than the Fither-mans throwing in 
his bigger VVorms, and grains of Corn, 
_ with, no more {cruple than: his lefler : For 
Heaven -does as well: incomparably out. 
value the greatedt, “as the lealt Goods poor 
Mortals can lay eu: for it; and he, who has 
all things to give, aud is infinitely more 
than all himfelf, has promais’d, chat’ thofe 
that Sow plentifully ; (hall Reap fo too; 
and though the lealt, of future Acquills 
would Incomparably tranfcend the greatelt 
’ Price that can be here given for it, yet the 
future Rewards will betwixt one anothet 
bear a proportion to the Occafions of them; 
and as the Fifher-man is fure to lofe what 
he throws into the Water, and is not {ure 
to get by it any thing of greater Value rhe 
oe ol 


Fifhes ; the Chriftian-Adventurer ; 
[ may {o callhim ) may hope, though 


ld the hundred fold mertion’d by our 
our, as well asin the VVorld to come 
everlafting. And therefore, if we do 
ed in Saint Paul’s Lanouage, look, rot 
things which are feen, which are but 


Eternal, we fhall think that Exhorta- 
of his very Rational, as well as ver 


» where, having Difcours’d of the fu- 


very be ye fdfasi, immoveable, always 

wading tm the work of the Lord s for as 

ch as you knew, that your Labour is not in 
ta the Lord, bi 


DISCOURSE Xy, 


0n the Magnetical Needle of a Sune 
() Dyal, 


E had not yet difmifs’d the Water- 
¥ man, when Eugentus chancing to 
efs a Curiofiry, to know what a Clock 
s, when we had frefhly begun to Angle 
new Station; as Lindamor ona 
reft 


couhdently promife himfelf, in this 


porary, kuttothe Invifible ones which © 


and gloricus State of the true Chri-- 
sy he concludes, wherefore, my beloved 


oh gee 


rete drew their VVarches ‘to fatisfie hj, 
‘Queftion’,! fo the Boat-man took out of hjy 
Pockér a little Sun-Dyal, furnithed with ay 
aaded 'Neddlé to dea how “to’Set 1a 
fiich Dyals being ufed among Mariners, nop 
‘only to! fhow them the hour of the: Day, 
‘Bur toinform then1 from what quarter the 
- “WMVind blows ; upon the fight of this Dyal, 
my nattral Curiofity invited me, after it 
had told me the hour, to try whether the 
Maencetick Needle were well touched, by 
«drawing a little Penknife out of a: pair of 
Twifes I then chanc’d’ to have about me, 
- and approaching it to the North point of 
“the Needle, which according to the known 
‘cultom of ftich Needles; readily followed 
Gt, of reftéd over againtt it, which way fo: 
ever I turtted the Péenknife, or whereabout 
focver I held it till; Eufebews {eeing me 
cive my felf this Diverfion, came up to me 
to bea tharer in my fight, which no Famt 
. ° am ° . 
liarity can keep from being a VVonder ; 
But after a while, he look’d upon 1t in ¢ 
way that made me think it prefented hin 
- fothewhat elfe than the hour of the Day 
or the corner of the VVind; and I wa 
‘confirm’d in tharthought, by feeing him ap 
ply to it the cafe of Lindamor’s VVatch, an 
then a Diamond-ring pluck’d froma his ow 
Fingér ,- and in effect, he foon began tote 
= ae » me 


& y 
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Sole wo 


afford us a good direction in the choice 


moment, that fome Divines perhaps 
Id queftion, whether or no the di- 
on it gives Navigators to.find the Poles; 

‘much greater: Importance: For not 
t has been truly obferved, that the 
eof ones Company does exceedingly 
ver whether a Man be Good, or Bad, 
5 or Foolith s but-Ifhall venture to 
that it'does very much contribute to 
him what others fay it declares him : 
an affiduous Converle does infenfibly. 
fe and. fafhion our Minds and Manners 
efemblance with thofe we delight to 
erfe with , and. there are few that have 
ich Refolution, as to difobey Cuftoms 
Fathions, ¢fpecially when embraced by: 

ns that we love; and would be efteem- 
by, and from whofe Opinions and Pra- 
we can {carce diffent conftantly with-. 
mpreffing 2 Diflike, that threatens to. 
them diflike us. For my-patt, (fays: 
amor ) 1 have always thought there: 
reat difference betwixt keeping Com-. 


nutt often have to do with the Lovers 


¢ 


Me-thinks, Philaretwx, this Needle : 


mpanies : And that is a matter of | 


wich fome Men, and choofing to do. 
For whilft.we Live in this VVorld,: ~ 


VVorld: Bue though to be calt by: 


\ 


ae. Ox 


the: Exigencies of our Callings upon ball 
Company, be an Infelicity without being a 
- Faule, yer certainly, to choofe fuch Com, 
pany, and prefer it before that of wife ang 
good Men; is ina high Degree both the ong _ 
and the other. And I confefs, ( continues 
he). I cannot think, that the proper ufe of 
Converfation is but to pafs away our tine, 
not to tmprove It. . on 
“You. are certainly much in the tight, 
(fubjoyns Eufebim ) for though, too many 
of thofe that are now cried up for good 
Company, do either fo diilwade us from 
good and {erious things s ot fo divert us from 
them, that’tis oftentimes counted a picce 
of Indifcretion to fay any thing that may 
either inrich Men’s Underttandings, or a-— 
waken their Confeiences; yet I cannot but 
think, that Converfation may be, as wellas- 
ought to be, refcued from being an Inftru- 
ment to promote Idlenefs and Vice; and, if 
Men were not wanting to themfelves, | 
doubt not, it may be fo ordered, that Con- 
verfation, which fo often robs Men of their 
time, and fo frequently of their Devotion, 
might be made a great. Inftrument of Piety, 
and Knowledge, and become no lefs Ufelull 
than’tis wont tobe Pleafant. | 
To make Companies (replies Linda- 
mor ) fach as you think they may Le, rh 
; os aoe ae > gute 


aoe 


r grow very different from what moft 
only they are ; For, not to {peak of 
loofe and profane ones, where Virtue 
d Serioufnefs are openly derided, and any 
how contrary foever to Piety, or right 
nh, may be ufed, not only with tolle- 
ion, byt applaufe, if Men can bring it 
Ifay not in Jeft, ( for they are feldome 
re in earneft) but neatly wrapt’ up in 
Mery ; even in thofe civiller forts of 
mpany 5 where Vice is not profefledly 
intatiicd, you fhall feldome, during a 
ftay, hear any thing that is really worth 
ing: away with you , or remembring 
1 you ate gone. And to Difcourfe of 
ing that is Grave cnough, either to 
é€ Men’s Intellects, or excite theit- 
tion, 1s counted a piece of Indifcre- 
that 1s wont to be more carefully’ 
ed than almoft any thing that is really 
fo, thar even in fuch Companies; the 
senteft ufe that we are wont to make. 
r time, is, to lofe it :’ And really, 
tinues Ltzdamov) when I confider- 
enfnaring the worfer fort of Compa-> 
re, and how lictle, even thofe that do’ 
penly defie Piety and Knowledge, ‘ate ’ 
to cherish either of them; I begin to: 
soniciled to Hermites , who fly from 
onverfations as are-fo apt to make! 
Ge 2 Men 


' 


Men either 'Vitious, or at leaft Idle 3, 
thofe Solitudes, where they are not like. 
be Tempted, either to’ renounce their Dal 
-votion, or to Py It, to entertain jd}. 
Thoughts, or ftifle good ones: Nor coy}; 


report , _Ican think thofe hours they make 
me fpend, may be juftly caft upon their ac. 
count, and that the Ceremonious and In. 
fignificant converfations whereto they ob- 
lise me, may be undergone upon fome fuch 
account as that, on which ferious Parents 
-converfe and oftentimes play with their 
Children ; for, as though the things they 
- do, are in themfelves trivial, and ufelefs, 
_ yet they may be jultifiable Effects of a pas 
ternal care to fll a Child , or keep him 
from harming himfelf; fo the Duty of ex 
_ercifing of Civilicy makes me look upofl 
as juftifiable, though unpleafant, thofe Ex 
preflions of it, which, inthemfelves cote 
- fidered , I could not Refle& on without 
Indignation, and could not but think vey 
much below any Man, whom Benes a 
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Pcror), | 
xercife of Reafon » OF whom 


4 


y (lays Eufelbiw) on the other 
reprefented , chat fince ’tis {carce 
enot to meet fometimes with Com. 
that are not of the beft forr, we 
ook upon thofe Neceffities, as calls 
idence, to improve thofe Oppor- 
for the advantage of them we are 
converfe with ; for Nature, as 


ty 


‘only for our felves, and therefore, 


acquire Virtue and Knowledge, fo 
ometimes converfe with others, 
may impart them, and learn how 
‘beholden to God’s Goodnefs, 
much difcriminated us from: 
; and though we do not find thar 
ation does immiediarcly and 
orm thofe we converfe with, yer: 
efently follow; thar it is alto- 
eGual on them: For, befides- 
of Virtue and Knowledge,’ 
hofe of Plants, may long feem 
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s elevated to the hopes of Hea. 


ftianity, teaches us, that we are : 


eht often to converfe with the bef ° 


| (102) — 
Example, For .when Men, arc: haftine tg 
Hell, he does them no {mall Service, thar 
does fo much as Retard their courle, as 
Cordialsjand other Medicines,may do good 
even to decrepid Old men, whom they 
cannot perfedtly cure. oh ee. 
And tuft me, Lindamor ,. ‘tis no fuch 
ufelefs performance as you. may think ir, 
for a Man of known Piety and) Parts, by 
converting with the Children of this Gene. 
tation, 70 dare to own Religion among 
thofe that dare to, deride it 5: Tokeep alive 
and excite a,witnels for God and Good 
things in their Confciences 3, Todet them 
fee, and make them (at leaft inwardly) 
acknowledge, the Beauty. of a pious, Indo. 
ftrious, and well-ordered courfe of Life, 
To convince them, that it is ‘not for want of 
knowing the Vanities they dote on, that he 
defpifes thems .To thew, that a Man, char 
denies himfelf their finfull Jollities, can 
Live contented without them: And, (to 
difpatch) To manifelt, by a real and vitible 

- Demonftration ,. that a virtuous and dit. 
. creet Life is no unpraéticable, no more thal 
Melancholy thiag, ev’n in, Bad times, and 
among Bad men, And fays, Eafebius, to me 
it feems very confiderable, that our Saviotl 
_himfelf, the great Author of our Faith, and 
Exemplar of our -Piety, did not choofe at 


Ne Ancho- 


Pe eee | 
otites, or a Monaftique -Life ; ‘bye a 
e and.an affable way of converting 
Mortals, not refufing Invitations; even 
Publicans, oz to Weddinos, and by 
h winning Condefcenfions gained ‘the 
arts, and thereby a Power to reform the 
es, of multitudes of thofe he vouchfafd 
onverfe with, ROWE SEMEL S13 t 
Other confiderations ( purfues Exfebzw’) 
t be reprefented tothe fame purpofe 
thefe : But fince I promifed’ you 
thing of Direction, I fuppofe you will 
& I thouldtell you, not what I could 
but what I do think. I will tell you 
| in few words, that though I think it 
Il poffible’as fit for Men of radicated 
e, and:fine Parts, to makefomerimes 
d ule of bad Company, efpecially 
their lawfull occafions caft them into - 
et for others to bé often’ engag’d in 
sompany, though it may be but ai’ 


Company, is, what’ is worfe than an 
ppinefs,a Fault: Bur generally fpeak- 
| would diftinguith three’ forts of 
panies ; for there are fome, that not 
reunable to improve me, but are un- 
eto be improved themfelves; A fe- 
fort there is, that are as well ready to 
s able to inftru& : And there are 
Ge 4 others, 
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ity,is a very great one; andtovchoofe — 


eee soe e te ee 


oe (FOG FO. ’ 
_ Jothers, that, though they are not Proficient, - 
‘enough to teach me shings worth my Learn. 
ing, are. yet defireys to be taught. by me, » 
the lictle that ] know, and they ignore. Now, — 
as the Magnetick Needle we were looking. 
on, andwhich. affords us the Theam of this _ 
_ Difcourfe , if you fhould apply a Load. — 
~ ftone toit, would be moft powerfully at. | 
tracted by that, becaufe it can receive frefh 
Virtue from it; and even, if you approach | 
a piece of Steel to it, the Needle will, 
though not foftudioufly; apply it felf to ir, . 
from which, theugh it receives no Magne. 
tick virtue, it can-impart fometo it: But 
if you offer it the Silver cafe of your Watch, 
or the Gold that makes up your Ring, or 
the Diamonds thar are fet in it, none of all 
thefe, how Rich or Glittering foever, will 
at all move the Needle, which fufers them 
to ftand by unregarded ; So I fhall with the 
moft of Cheerfulnefs, and Application, 
feek the Company of thofe that are qua- 
lify’d, to impart to me the Virtue or the 
‘Knowledge they abound with; Nor {hall 
I refufe to entertain a Society: with thofe 
few, that being {uch {mall Proficients as to 
need to learn of me, are alfo forward to 
dofo. Butthofe that can neither teach me 
any thing that is Good, nor are difpofed to 
letme teach it them, how great a fhew fo- 
Po ae y ever 
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they make, among thofe that make 


be cast upon their Converfation, but 
very hardly choofe it. ree 


- DISCOURSE XVL 
Upon the Quenching of Quick-limes 
Had almoft forgot ve relate, that not far 


| which we had not yet quitted, we faw 


ch’d in Water ; andupon Enquiry of 
fe that look’d to it, we were foon in- 
mid, that the conveniency of the Neigh- 
ing River, both for flacking of Lime, 
conveying Mortar, had made the Own- 
bring their Lime thither, to be temper’d 
| made fit for the Reparation of fome 
fes.that we faw a little way off : But 
e we were talking, one of the Work- 
began to throw Water upon one of 
eaps that had not yet been Slack’d, and 


ing, both what he did, and what en- 
uponit, took thence occafion to fay to 
lg sabia a 


eof their Companions by their Eyes; | 


from the place where we went on Shore, _ 


ers heaps of Quick-lime, fome Smoak-_ 
> and fome that had-not yet been. 


wards pour'd on fo much more as ferv’d 
to drown the Lime ; and Ef dius - 


Se Se Ee 


pe Be oa 
us; He that’ thould fee only the Effe@ of 
the firit Bffufion of cold Water upon quick — 
Lime, would think, that bya kind of Anti. 
- periftefis, the Internal heat of the Lime is. 
rather encreas’d than fuffocated’ by the © 
Coldnefs and Moifture of the VVater ; for 
that which. before was not taken notice of, 
to manifert any fenfible warmth, as foon as 
its Enemy the VVater begins to invade it, 
acquires a new heat and’ new forces.in the 
Confli@, and not only fhews agreat Im- 
patience, or Enmity, to that cold Liquor, 
by aéting furioufly upon it, and throwing 
off manly parts into the Air , but prevails fo 
far asto heat tharcold Element it felf, to 
that degree, asto make it Smoak and Boy]. 
Bur this Confli@ is feldome near fo lafting 
as’tiseager ; for if you have but the Pati- 
ence to ftay.a while, you fhall fee the Lime, 
after ir-has {pent irs occafional Ardour,, 
and after its Fire is quench d, lye quietly 
with, nay under, the VVater, as cold and 
as movelefs as it. Thus, when a devout 
Man, (efpecially if his Fervour be adven- 
-titious from Education, or Cuftom, as the 
Fire in the Lime from the Calcination ) 
firlt falls into the Company of Perfons, 
éither Profane, ot otherwife grofsly Viti- 
ous, we often fee, that his Zeal, inftead of 
- being fmother’d by fuch a rude and unac- 
| PE Ee NG cuftom’d 


ACT") ne 
nd Oppofition, feems rather to be 

d and kindl’d thereby: , and’ poflibly 
more likely to impart the warmth of 
Devotion to its Enemies than to” lofe 
of ic himfelf ; but when he ts conftant~ 
of at leaft frequently, furrounded with 
}Company, you will too oftenfee hin 

» as well his own. Ardour as” the en- 
yours of communicating ir; and with 
fe very Perfons, that did ae-firlt kindle 
-exafperate: his ‘Zeal ,* you fhall at lat 
him Live very.quietly, and perhaps ma- 
eft as little of Religious warmth as'they ; 

A that which.at firft did fo ftrangely ex- 
erate and difcompofe him, becomes after 
vhile fo familiar; as not at’alltomove 


DISCOURSE XVIL 
i Upon ones: Talking 10 an Echo, 


"E had poffibly dwelt longer upon — 
WY fuch Refle@ions , had I not been 
lenly diverted by the repeated Cla- 
irs of a Voice, which each of us ima- 
dhe had very often heard: VVhere- 
ns as it were, by common confent, we 
an to look pean about us, tofeeif any. 
ks ae O 


aie (108 ) 
of our little Company were miffing 5. and 
finding that Eugenim was fo, we readi] 
concluded the Voice we heard, thou? 
fomewhat alter’d by diftance, and othe, 
- circumttances, to be his; and accordins] 
we hafted towards the place, whence We 
_ judg’d the Voice to ei: that in cafe he 
were inany Diftrefs, orhad met with any 
Difafter, we might refcue or relieve him 
But when we came near, we could now and 
then diftin&ly hear him {peak fome words. 
fo loud, and yet fo incoherent and unable 
to compleat a Senfe, as if he meant that al] 
thereabouts fhould hear him, and no Body 
_underitand him. This made us double ou; 
Curiofity, and our Pace, till at length we 
defcry'd him all alone in a folicary corner, 
wherein yet his Loudnefs kept us from be- 
lieving he fought privacy: But as foon as 
he difcover'd us, he feem’d both furpris’d 
_ and troubl'datit; coming tomeet us, he 
firlt begg’d our pardon, if having been Lou- 
der than he thought , he had pur us to a_ 
trouble hedidnot intends. and then Laugh- 
ing, ask’d us, if we did not think him Mad: 
But £afebivs {miling, told him, that before 
we could anfwer that Queftion, we mutt 
_ ask one of him, which was, what he had 
been doing. VVhilft you, ( anfwers Euze- 
mus) were (1 doubt not) better em- 
oe f ploy’d, 


dale alia 

fome time in Ranging abour the 
es near the River-fide , and as I was 
ing by this Field, the accidental Lowing 
an Ox made me take notice, that this 
ighbouring Hill and Wood, furnifh this 
é with an excellent Eccho, which at 
_try’d only by VVhooping and Hol- 
¢ ; bur afterwards diverted my felf 
aming my Queftions fo, as to make 


ts will have Ecchoto be) to Difcourfe 
mc. | ee 

Por my part, (fays Lindamor ) 1 fhould 
‘means like her Converfation, becaufe 
two Qualities fhe has, which to me 
ud very much difcommend it : And to 
vent our asking him what thofe Quali- 


ouchfafes to Difcourfe indifcriminally 
all commers that Talk to her, provided 
hey make Noife enough. 

uare much in the right, (fays Enge- 


ompany, provided Men have boldnefs 


) to which Cuttom has expos’d us, 
oes really do more Mifchief than moft 
ake notice off; fince it does not only 
| : keep 
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d, my natural Curiofity fedue'd me t6 


; Babling Nymph ( for fo you know the _ 


vere, One of them, (fayshe ) is, that. 


) for that eafinefs of admitting all kind 


h to intrude into ours, is. one of the. 
ft Hardthips, (not to fay Martyr-. 


, el ee ee. 
keep impertinent Fools in ‘countenancy 
but encourages them to be very troublefon, 
to wifeMen, The VVorld is pefter’d With 
a certain fort of Praters, who make UD iy 
Loudnefs what their Difcourfes want j, 
Senfe; and -becaufe Men are fo eafie No, 
‘tur’d as to allow the hearing to their In. 
pertinencies ; they. prefently prefume tha, 
the things they {peak are none ; and moj 
Men are fo little able to difcern in Dif, 
courfe betwixt Confidence and Wit, tha 
like our Eccho, to any that will burt tal 
loud enough they will be {ure to afford an. 
{wers. And,+( which is worfe ) this rea. 
dinefs to hazard our Patience, and certainly 
lofe our Time, and thereby incourage others 
to multiply idle words, of which the Scrip. 
ture feems to {peak threatningly, is made 
by Cuftom an Expreffion, if not a Duty, of 
Civility; and fo even a Virtue is’ made 
acceflary toa Paulr,.* 2. se 
For my part, (fubjoyns Eugentus) though 

I think thefe Talkative people worfe pub- 
lick Grievances thaa*many of thofe for 
whofe prevention, or redrefs, Parliaments 
are wontto be aflembled, and Laws to be 
enacted ; and though Ithink their Robbing 
us of our time as much a worfe Mifchiet 
than thofe petty Thefts for which Judges 
condemn Men, as alittle Money, isa Tels 
sale es valu- 


1 no fum of it can either purchate or 


ut great Lords and ‘Ladies, that can 
it this fort of Company, deferve it: 
tif fuch Perfons have but minds in any 
{ure {uited to their Qualities, they may 


full Creatures, and fecure their Quiet, 
r only without injuring the Reputation 
heir Civility, but by advancing that of 
it Judgment. And I fear, (continues 


ment (and indeed Improvement ) of 
Titles, or other kinds of Eminency, 


ine ; For though the Judgment and 
pany of fuch Perfons, be not always 
eft grounded, or the beft chofen, yet 
‘Quality or Station in the VVorld 
sit ufually the moft confpicuous, and 
1oft confider’d. And I doubt nor, there 
fuch Multitude of dif-intereft Lovers 
ood things , butthat there will be the 
found Studious to exprefs VVit and 
ein Converfation, when they fee, thar 


the chict Judges of what is or'is not 


hent Prattle with confidence3. or loud- 
! nels, 


le Good than that precious Times 


em ; yet I confefs, I think that thofe 
y> by their Difcountenance, banith fuch © 


mius ) that thofe who decline this Im-. 


yby their Remifnefs more harm than they 


> Eftimate of thofe that are look’dup-. 


Company, the moft empty and im-_ 


eel tas ; ) ea 

refs, procures @ Man at leaft as good q 
Reception as the beft and moft :rationa). 
‘Difcourfe without it. And, which is yey 
worfe, chat ‘Tyrannots thing; which WE nif. | 
name Civility, has fo deoraded Reafon, ag 
well as difplac’d Piety, in Converfation, 
that if there be never fo many Perfonsto. 
gether, entertaining themfelves with ratj. 
onal or inftruétive Difcourfe , in cafe there 
come in but one impertinent Creature thay 
is below it,’ all thefe fhall fink chemfelves 
to his Level, and as much-debafe their Dif. 


— courfe, asif they believ dit fitter, thar all 


the rational Converfers fhould fore-go the | 
Exercife andthe Benefit of their VVit and 
Virtue, than thata Fool thould not appear 
to talk as wifely as any of them ; and thus. 
they feem’d afham’d of their Attainments, | 
inftead of making him afham’d of -his Igno- 
‘rance, and reducing him to improve him(elf 
into a capacity of being fit for their Com- 
pany ; whereas, from a contrary practice, 
‘they might derive the great’ Advantage, 
either of freeing themfelves. from uninvited 
Companions, or of making them worth the 
having. UU GRRE 
—» But, Cfubjoyns Lindamor ) I remember 
T told you there was a fecond Quality, that 
I diflik'd in the Nymph I found you enter- 
taining, ahd that is, that, when I will, I a 
ne ate make 


Pea 


ake her {peak to me; juft what I pleafe; 
know ( replies Exgentws ) that a moderate 
ee of Complaifance , is not-only in - 
y cafes allowedus by Difcretion, bur 
ary to keep up the Pleafantnefs, not to 
y the very Peace, of humane Societies ; 
or if all Men, at all times,{pake their Minds | 
ly, and did not foften one another b 
ealing their mutual Diflikes, and Dil- 
ats, and by certain outward Expreflions 
Kindnefs, or Refpeét, wade by Com 
ents and Geftures, Men have fo many 
mperfections, and fo much Self-love with 
, that {earce any two of them would en- 
ure one another ;’ Nay, and in {pight of 
fat Indulgence, which provident Nature , 
implanted in all Animals, for the pre~ 
ation of their Species, in that oe the 
viduals that compofe it, and as muchas’ _ 
own Faultinefs has added to that Fond- 
; yet, I doubt, we fhall farce find one 
of athoufaud, that would endure fo _ 
has himfelf, if we did not for the moft | 
exercife Complaifance within our own 
fis, and did:not as much flatter our’ 
s, and difouife our felves, to our felves, 
we flatteringly difguife our {elves to 
ut, (continues Eucenix ) whea all this, 
id, I may endare, but I fhall fcarce. 
ce Hh : choole — 
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choofe and prize a Companion; that, like ay 
-Eccho; ufes no likerty of his own,’ but a]. 
lows me to direét whatever I would have 
to ke anfwered me: And I know not whe. 
ther I could not better like one that would 
ever diffent from me,, than one that would 
never do fo 3 I cannot look upon him either 
as my Friend, or asa Perfon worthy to be | 
made fo , who never evinces his being 
more concerned to advantage me, than to 
_ pleafe me, by making ufe of the liberty of 
a Friend, and thereby (hewing, that he con- 
fiders not barely himfelf, bur me ; befides, 
thar as there is no trie Friendfhip where 
- theré ig not an Union of Affections, fo me- 
thinks «there can te no good Company 
where there is not fometumes a Diflenc in 
Opinions. — A a 
Eufebim, that was a Friend to Setiouf- 
nefs, without being an Enemy to Pleafant- 
nefs, gathering from the Jong Paute made 
by his Friends, thar they defigned not the 
profecuting of this'Difcourfe any farther ; 
Me-thinks, Gentlemen, (fays he, seine) 
yeu are. very fevere toa harmlefs Nymph, 
who is fo modeft, and referved, that the 
will never put you upon keginning a Con- 
ference with her, and fo Complaifant in it, 
that ’tis your own fault if ever the fays any 
thing to you, that difpleafes you ; and for 
Lalita Le Ne my 


part, (continues he ) I have that opis 
on of humane things, that as I think there 
very few fo perfec, bur that we may 
dfomeching in them fit to be thunn’d, fo 
here are not many fo imperfea, bur char 
ey may fuggeft to-us fomewhat or other, 
ut may not be unworthy of out.imitation ; 
d as Lindamor has taken. notice of two. 
galities inour Eccho, which difcommen- 
d it to him 5: fo I have obferved as many, 
t I rather approve than diflike..- ;. 
or, in the firft place, ’tis evident, thar 
“Nymph (however Eugeziws has been 
afed to mif-call her a Babler) is much 
Talkative than moft.of her own Sex, or 
eed of ours; for fhe never begins to. 
with any Body, not {peaking unlefs the 
pokento. Hethar confiders.how much 
the Difcourfe that waftes Men’s time, 
entertains the moft Companies with 
‘moft applaufe, confifts of Talk. chat, 
ds either to flatter thofe that are prefent,. 
tract from the abfent, or tocenfure our 
riours, or our Betters, orto exprefs 
wh Profanenefs, orto excite the Pride. 
arnality of others ;-and he that fhalk 
er, that though by thefe and many 
ways we are extremely apt to offend: 
rds, yet we mult give an-Accouns for: 
kind of words, :what fort foever.bes | 
| fhe° |  ¢-mieane 
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meant by them, which our Tranflators ren- 
der Idle ones ; and thar the Judge himfelf 
tells Men, that they thall by their words, - 
as well as by their actions, be juftified, or 
condemned ; will eafily believe, that if 
Silence were as much in Fathion as. ’tis cha. 
ritable to Mankind to with it , the Regions 
~ of Hell would be far thinlier Peopled than 
nawshey are like to bes ui. eo 
I could tell you, that Silence difcovers 
Wifdome, and conceals Ignorance , and 
*tis a property that isfo smch belonging to 
wife Men, that even a Fool, when he hold-. 
ethvhis peace, may pafs for one of | that 
fort; AndI could eatily add I know not 
how much in the commendation of this 
excellent Quality , if 1 knew how at the. 
fame time to praife Silence, and to practife 
its fothatit may well pafs for an excellency 
in the Nymph, whofe Apology Iam ma-_ 
king, that fhe does not {peak but when itis 
neceflary fre fhould ,’ mean, when {he is 
_ {poken co, in fuch a way as does exact her 
antwer. | . ‘ 
But this is not all the good qualities of 
_ our Eceho; for as the rarely {peaks bur when 
‘tis expected fhe thould, fo the feldome re- 
peats above afmall part of what is faid to 
her ; this Taccount a very feafonable piece | 
of Difcretion, efpecially ta fich teeacherou 
Bie al) 
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ckle times as ours , where, almoft as 
€ thought himfelf fit to be ai univerfa} 
es-man , fuch a one concerns himfelf 
needleisly for almoft all the. publique 
rrels in Chriftendome, and thews him- 
f zealous for a party which will receive 
advantage by his difquiets; and not 
ent like a Merchant-venturer 4 as 
on may upon this account make him a 
terer by what happens in the Remotett 
rts of the World; In our-.own fatal 
ferences, ( which ‘tis almoft’ as, unfafe 
olpeak freely of, as ‘tis unhappy to be in- 
din them) he will on needlefs occa- 
ns declare, with his Opinion, his want of 
ment, and perhaps Ruine himfelf with - 
fe under whofe Protedtion he lives, by 
sading Reports, and inaintainins Dif- 
rfes, that rendred him fufpeaed among 
fe, who think that a Man muft with ther 
es fhould be beaten, if he can think 
may have been fo; Nay, I have known 
» that, though put into confiderable 
ployments , could not hold talking of 
own Party, at a rate.of freedome 
thofe ‘that have fo much Innocence 
to deferve it, will {carce have fo 
Goodnefs:as to fupport it: So thar 
inks, thefe Men deal with their For- 
as Children oftentimes do with — 
Ho fay 
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their Cards, when having taken a great dea} 
of pains to build fine Caftles withthem, | 
they themfelves afterwards ruine them with _ 
their Breath.-~  >- Le kiae 
It may bea greater without being a more 
prejudicial’ price of Folly , to believe all 
that one hears, than ‘to report all that one : 
believes ; and efpecially, thofe are to be | 
cenfured for want: of our Nymphs refer. _ 
vednefs, by whom it lofes that name ; for 
though thofe kind of Men make fure by | 
their way of Talking, to make others take” 
notice how much they are confided in by 
cheir own party, yet fure they would take 
a difcreeter courfe, if they did but con. 
fider, that the proof they give, that they are 
crufted with fecrets, is, that they are unfit to - 


be fo. 


DISCOURSE XVIII. 


i pon a Giddinefs occafion d by looking 
. attentrvely on arapid Stream, — 


“Hele thoughts of Eufebim fugsefted 
~  fomany to Lindamor, and me, that to 
entertain our felves with them, we walkd 
filently a good way along the River-fides 
but at lengch,not hearing any more the Nol 


ents 


. | MOONE 
‘Feet were wont to make in’ going, 
ing my-felf to fee what was become of 
1, 1 perceiv’d him to be a pretty way 
ind me upon the Rivers brink, where he 
in a fixt Pofture, as if he were very in- 
wnt upon what he was doing. And ’twas 
ll for him, that my curiofiry prompted 
ie to fee whar it was that made him fo 
ntive ; for, before I could quite come 
o him, me-thought I faw him begin to 
ger, and though that fight added wings 
my Feet, yeti could fcarce come time 
ugh to lay hold on him, and, by pulling — 
| down backwards, refcue him from fal- 
intothe River. The thrieck I gave at 
ght of myFriends danger,was, it {cems, _ 
d enough to reach Eufebtm’s Ears, who, - 
ing his Eyes towards the place whence 
Noifecame, and feeing Lindamor upon 
Ground, made hattily towards us, and 
ie up to us by that time I had help’d 
mor up , and before I had receiv’d 
him os obliging Acknowledgments 
was pleas’d to make me for a piece of 
ice that I thought had in it more of 
mpence than Merit. Exfebzw hearing 
pafs'd berwixt us, joyn’d his thanks 
zdamor $, and at the fame time congrc- 
my Friend for his efcape, and me 
ving, to ufe his Expredions, had the 
co Aaa ~ honour 
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honour and fatisfaétion to be fuch a Perfoy 
as Lindamor’s Deliverer. . But after: our 
Expreffions of Joy for his efcape were over, 
Eufetim and had both a curtofity to learn 
articularly the occafton of his Danger, | 
dihich he told us in thefe words ; As I was: 
thinking, Eufebiw, on your laft Reflection, 
I was diverted from: profecuting my Walk 
in Philaretw’s Company, by happening to 
caft my Eyes ona part of the River, where 
the Stream runs far more f{wiftly:than | 
have all this Day taken notice of it to do 
any where elfe, ‘which induc’d me to ftop a 
while, to obferve it the more leifurely : 
And coming nearer, I found the Rapidnefs 
of the Current to be fuch, notwithftandins 
_ the depth of the Water, that I ftood think- 
ing with my felf, how hard it were for one 
to efcape, that fhould be fo'unlucky as to 
fall into it: But whilft 1 was thus muting, — 
_and attentively looking upon the Water, - 
ro try whether I could difcover the Bot- 
tom’, it happened to me, as it often does 
to thofe that gaze too ftedfaftly on {wit 
Streams, that my Head began to grow gid- 
dy, and my Leggs to ftagger towards the _ 
River, into which queftionlefs I had fell, if 

_ Philavetus had not feafenably and obliging- 
» Ty prevented it. Something like this (fays 
Exfetius) does notunfrequently happen a 

bis ac aie : Ne rhe 


unwary confideration of fome forts of 

ll Objects, efpecially- thofe -fuggetted 
Atheifm and Luft : For not os we 
times confider Arheiftical fuggeftions, 
entertain Libidinous fancies, without 
intention to quit our Station, or the 
e and folid Bafis of Religion, and 
ity s but we are often inclinable to . 
k, thar we converfe with thefe Objeds 

to difcern their. Formidablenefs the 
ter, and fortifie our Refolutions to thm > 
m. And yet fuchis the pernicious Na- 
eof Atheifm, and of Luft, that they turn 
r Brains , and oftentimes, if Providence, 
Chriftian prudence, do not feafonably in- 
pofe, we may unawares fall into the 
{chief, even by too attentively furveying 
greatnefs, and may be {wallowed up by 
e danger, even whilft we were confider- 
how great itis. To parley with fuch 
cinating Enemies, though with a defign 
refufe fas, and {trengthen our Averfion 
hem, is againft the Laws of our Chri- 
an warfare : And though it be not as 
iminal, may often prove as fatal, as to 
ld Intelligence with the Enemy. °*Tis 
, that the deformity of both thefe Sins 
ch, that all their Uglinefs cannot be 
n notice of at firft fight: But the dif- 
ery is more dangerous than neceflary, 


fince a little knowledge of their Hideouf. — 
nefs is enough to make every hone Hearr 
abhor them. And fince their lefs obvious — 
Deformities are more dangerous to be pry’ 
into, than necefflary tobe known, let us fear 
to learn of thefe deluding Sins, more than ~ 
we need know to hate them, aid remember, 
thar even thofe that are frighted by fecin 
Faces recently mark’d with the {mall Pox, _ 
‘may, notwichftanding that fear, catch the 
Difeafe with that fight. 


DISCOURSE XIX. 


Upon ones Drinking water out of the Brims 
of bis Hat, \ | 
E, were by this time come back to — 
¥Y the Baited places we had lef, when 
Eugenivt, to whom his Rambling up and 
down, added to the heat of the Day, had 
given a vehement Thirlt, {pyiie a place 
where the Banks were very low, and almolt: 
level with the Surface of the Water, left 
us for a little while to repair thither ; and 
Kneeling upon the Ground, he took up with — 
- his Hat, which by Cocking the Brims he — 
turn’d into a kind of Cup, fucha propot- 
tion of Vater that he quench’d his T im ; 
May with — 
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1 it; and carelefsly throwing the reft 
nthe Ground, quickly return’d towards 
‘Company, whichhe found he had not 
fo filently, but thar our Eyes had been 
pon him all the while he was abfent; and 

fight afforded Eufebzws an occafion to 
us, Our friend Eagenivs, might, if he had 

afed, by {tooping lower with his Head, . 
ave Drank immediately out of the entire 
er; but you fee he thought ir more fafe, 
more convenient, to Drink out of a 
e extemporary Cup ; and that this way 
c’'d him fully to quench his Thirft, we 
eafily gather, by his pouring away of 
e remaining Water as fuperfluous: And 
e thould tell us, that he could not have © 
anch’d ‘his Thirft with a fulficient quan- 
of Water, becaufe he Drank it not out 
the River, but out of his Hat ; I doubr 
5 you would think him treubl'd witha 
re formidable Diftemper than Thirit, 
ind conclude him in a greater need of Phy- 
Renan of “Ve Vater 8) FUR ea ne 
Thus (refumes Eufebiw) to a fober 
Man, provided he have a Competency of 

fate fuited to his Needs and Condition, 
matters not very much whether that 
ompetency be afforded him by a mode- 
or by an exuberant Fortune, ‘and often- 

‘tis more fafe and convenient, oT. 
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“Iefs fatisfadory, to receive this Compe, 
tency out of that which is but a little, thay 
out of that which is cg deal mere thay 
enough ; for not only *the necellities of 
Nature are few , but her capacities are |j, 
mired. And therefore, how much foever 
you have of Mear, and Drink, and the like 
accommodations ; the Body of a Man: can 
enjoy but a certain,andthattoo no very great, 
Meafure of them, proportion’d to the Cra- 
vines of our ftinted Nature, by more than 
which ’tis. not the Body, but the unruly. 
Fancy, that is Gratify'd ; as when the Sto. 
mach is fatisfy'd, a Table full of untouch’d 
Dithes feeds bura Man’s Eye, or his Pride ; 
and if he fhould Cram a little part of it 
into his Stomach, it would but be Nau- 
feated at firft; and afterwards breed ill Hu- 
~ mours and Difeafes. And accordingly, tis 
no lefs than Solomon that fays , When Goods 
- gxcreale, they ave encreas’d that Eat thems and 
what Goodis there to the Owners thereof, fa- 
‘ving the bebolding of them with their Eyes ? 
I dare not abfolutely (purfues he) con- 
demn thofe that think not the neceffities of 
Nature the only Meafures of a Compe- 
tency of Fortune; for though he that wants 
not them, wants a juft caufe to quarrel with 
Providence , yet Cuttom has fo Enrail’d 
-fome waysof Expence upon fome Stations 
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the WVorld, that fincea Man-can fcarce 
€ without Them , and yet, without Dif- 
ce, there are but few who are fogreat 
icks, or fuch mortify’d Chriftians, as not 
nk, that what is more than enough for 
, may be lefs than enough for another, 
as not to eftimate their having or 
nting a Competency, not only by the 
encies of Nature , but by thofe of a 
ns particular Quality, or Station. Buc 
ibjoyns Eufebim) he that has, in chisli- 
al fence, a fufficiency of outward Goods, 
ne-thinks bur ill advis’d, as well as un- 
kfull, if he repine at his Portion, be- 
nfe it is inferiour to thofe of the famoutfly 
ch: For though an unwieldy Affluence 
afford fome empty Pleafure to the 
ination, (for to the Body it fcarce 
s any atall ) yet thar fmall Pleafure 
r from being able to countervail the Im- 
rine cares that atrend an over-grown 
une: For whatever the unexperienc’d 
ay imagine , the frequent and fad Com- 
nts of the Rich themfelves fufficiencly 
ifett, that cis bur an uneafie Condition, 
makes our Cares neceflary for things 
lat are meerly fuperfluous ; and chat Men, 
ofe Pofleffions are fo much {pread and 
yd, are bur thereby expos’d the 
sr and wider Marks that may be hit in 
as : many 
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~ many places by misfortune. Nor will 
Careletnefs fecure them, fince a Ptoviden, 
concern of a Man’s Eftate, though it , 
reat, being by the Generality of Me, 
fook'd upon as 2a Duty, and a pare of Pry. 
dence,he cannot fuffer himfelf to be wrone’g 
or cheated of that, without lofing, with hig 
Right, his Reputation. oe 
For my art, (fays Lindamor ) Ido the 
more wonder to fee Men fo greedy of Lg. 
ding themfelves , as. the Scripture {peaks, 
with thick Clay, that they Hoard up their 
Treafures from thofe ufes which alone make 
Riches worthy the Name of Goods, and Live 
by aremper quite contrary to that of Saint 
Paul . As having all things, and polfefing 
nothing. NVhen I confider the things they 
pretend to by this as. mean as unchriftian 
Appetite The two chief of thefe, are 
wont to be, The keeping of a great Houte, 
and the leaving their Children creat Mat- 
ches, As tothe former, though others ate 
too much advantag’d by it not to extol it; 
and though it be fometimes indeed in fome 
cafes a decent,and almott neceflary, piecé of 
Greatnefs , yet ‘tis: in my opinion one of 
_ the moft unhappy Attendants char retain to 
it; for the Laws of Hofpitalicy, and much 
_ more thofe of Cuftom, turns-him that keeps. 
a great Table into an Honourable Hotb, 
| a dobied™ 


&s him to comply with the. various 
d.oftentimes unreafonable Humours of a 
effion of Guefts, that he cares rot for 


gs him ina world of Acquaintance, to 
m he muft own himfelf oblig’d, be- 
fe they come to Eat his Meat, and muft 
eally require them, by giving them the pre- 
eft thing he has to part with, bas 7 1me: 
da full ‘Table, together with the Liber- 
that Cuftom allows ar it, if not exaés 
» tempt him Loth to Indulgence to his 
petite, prejudicial to his Health , and if 
y donot prevail with him to {peak, do 
ften at leaft to difpofe him to hear, and to 
mnive at, fuch free Difcourfes as are 
dicial to his Interefts ; fo that there is 
than one accoynt upon whicha great 
ttainer may be involv’d in David’s 
e, againft his mortal Encmy, of having 
Table kecome a Snare. ii : 
And for the defign (continues Linda- 
+) of laying up vatt Eftates for a Man’s 
ildren; if they be Sons, he thereby bur 
reafes their Temptation to with the 
her Dead , and provides Incentives to 


sfo: And if they te Daughters, rotto 
the newly mention’d Inconveni- 
how many unhappy young Wemen 

ne : have 


1, and that care as little for him; ir. 


Vice,and Fuel for their Exceffes, when _ 
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have wefeen, who, upon the {core of that 
vaft- Portions left them by their Parents. 
have been betray'd, and fold by their Guar. 
~ dians, ot by thofe Relatzons that fhould have 
been,as they were call’d, their Friends > ang 
how often have we alfo feen, that an un. 
wieldy Fortune has been fo far from Py. 
chafing the Heir to it a good Husband, that 
it’ has procur’d her a Bad one, by makin 
her think her felf oblig’d and quality’d to 
Match with fome high “T itle, and procuring 
her to be Haunted by fome , whofe Vices 
perhaps alone have reducd him to Sell 
himfelf to redeem his Fortune, and to make 
an Addrefs which aims but at the Portion, 
not the Perfon ; and accordingly, when he 
has got the one, he flights the other, and 
defpifes ber for the want of that high Ex- 
tra@ion ‘the priz’d in him , and perchance 
hates her too, for confining him from fome 
former and more than pretended Paffion. 
I perceive then, Lindamor, ( fays Enfe- 
bius) that you are, as wellas I, difpos'd to 
think him not ameer Fool, that pray’d God 
to give him neither Poverty, nor Riches, but 
to fupply him with things fuitable to bis Con- 
‘dition, Prov. 30.8. (That feeming to be 
the meaning of the Hebrew Phrafe; ) 

pinching Poverty, and a luxuriant Portutt 
(though different Extremes ) being liable 
: te 
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y almoft equal Inconveniences ; and 4 
mpetency affording usenough to ens 
ge us to Thankfulnefs, withour Adminis 
ing {uch Temptations to Senfuality»and 


DISCOURSE Xx. 


On feetng Boys (wim with Bladders, 
He Sun was yet fo near the Metidiany 
§ chacif the Attention. Eufebius’s Difs 
ules: excited, had not diverted us from: 
inding the heat: of the -WVeather, we: 
ould have found it troublefome ;) and im 
pct; foon after we had left liftning to the! 
rences I have been repeating, we be=' 
o:feel a heat, uneatie enough to oblige: 
retire from-it.: Bur taking feveral) 
as Chante-or Inclination dire@ed 
jo fhun the fame inconvemiénce} it was: 
‘Fortune to hold the fame courfe: with: 
or .-and both of us, by following no’ 
bur.che defign of (hunning:all beaten 
and unthelre?’d Grounds;-that being’ 
kelieft. way to reach our'double end 
Solnefs and Privacy’; >after wehad a? 
‘walk’d fomewhat near the Riversfide,» 
eat length brought to a Shady place; 
a li which 
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which we fhould have found, as well as we 
with’dit, aSolitude, if others had not con. 
‘curr’d withus: in the fame hopes; for the — 
Expeétation of Privacy had brought thither 
divers, whom the Suns fcorching heat invi, 
red to that cool and retir’d part of the 
River, where they hop’d to fhunall othe 
Eyes, as well as that of Heaven; amons 
thofe Swimmers we obfervd fome No- 
vices, who, to fecure their firft Attempts, 
had Bladders ty’d under their Arms,to keep 
them from finking any lower. This fight 
(fays Lindamor, atter he had a while mus’d 
upon it) hath Circumftances in it, that 
me-thinks are applicable enough to the Edu- 
cation of many of the young Ladies of 
thefe times ; of whofe faults, the Excel- 
lent Celiay and all the others, that you and 
‘IL can think worth our Concern, are free 
enough to Jet me entertain you without 
Rudenefs of them ; the Commonnefs of 
thefe: Blemifhes ennobling thofe few that 
are exempted from them. » You cannot then 
(continues Lindamor}. but. have obferv'd 
~ with me, that many of thofe young Ladies, 
whofe Parents, out ofa miftaken Zeal, 
condemn that which at the Court was wont 
to becall’d good Breeding, and Principles of 
Honour, as things below*a Chriftian, and 
infuficient to bring their Pofleflours 0 
| | _- Heaven, 


ven, are fo unluckily Bred,.-and fo ill. 
our’ds as well as Fafhion’ds:that an 
noft equally unhappy Education .is. re~ 
ifite to make their Compary. tolerable : 
vility, which is almoft as Effential toa 
mpleat Lady, as her Sex, they ate. per- 
Strangers tos or rude Defpifers of it ; 
i not, only their Minds are not Imbu’d. 
th thefe Principles of Friend(hip, Gene- 
ity; and Honour, which make fome of, 
‘ir Sex fo Lovely, and fo Iuftrieus in: 
pry, and of which more Ladies would be 
capable, if more were taught them; buc 
fe are utterly uninftru@ed in the Laws 
yf what the French call Bein feance, and.are 
Jtogether. unpractis’d in that Civility, and 
lenefs of Humour, which is, requifite 
endear Converfation, and is fo proper to 
e fofter Sex. Lniult confefsy ¢ipurfues 
wdamor) that I never have , been «more 
zi'd how to behave my felf then -in-their 
npany + Theferious fort of Difcourfe, 
nt fuch as is to be found in ‘our’ frefher 
dimore polifh’d' Romances ) they ate ur- 
ly, incapable of ¢ And in the trifling and. 
tifull Prattle that alone is not abovethem, 
ey, are: fo Unfogiable, fo Indifcreet, and 
tentimes fo |Bolds that in {pight of the. 
ta fuch as Celta: gives me for: her Sex. 
in their Coriverfations as much Exer-. 
pe li 2 2 odeagile 
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cife for iy. Patience as my Chaftity ; ang 
being tempted to put off the refpe& thar 
belongs to Ladies, as they do the modefty,. 
I find it more difficult to retain my Ciyj_ 
lnry than my Likerty. The Bladders (re 

— fumes Lizdamor) which young Swimmers 
ufe, are, “tis confefs’d, bur light and empty 
things, that are cafily made ufelefs, nay , 
though they help beginners, they are Cloges 
to skilfull Swimmers, and yer thefe Trifles 
. are they that hinder Novices from finking 
into the'Mud : ‘Thus Honour, though it be 
an Airy unfolid thing, nay, though it often. 
times proves a hinderance to great Pro- 
ficients in Chriftianity , yet to Perfons that 
have nor yet attain’d to higher Principles, 
it is anvexcellent fupport,~and hinders them 
from finking into many Meannefles, and 
Mifcartiages , into which, thofe efpecially 
of the fairer Sex, that: wanta due fenfe of 
Honour, are too apt to be precipitated : 
You know what Lord told his accufed 
Lady, that he knew {ke was too proud to be 
a Whore; And certainly, though: Princi- 
ples of Gallantry include not all’ Virtues; 
yet they. avert thofe they {way from groffer 
_| Vices :. And though tobe well Bred, be not 
to bea Saint, but incomparably inferiour to 

~ it; yet tobeboth; is: more defirable than 
to be the latter only: And they ‘are very 

: : unwile; 
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wife , who, before they are fure their 
uidren will admit the higher and more 
‘fect Principles of Religion, negle& to 
e them that Education that may render 
al Accompliflaments acceptable to 
em, and Them to well bred Company, 
by proving indifpos’d to Spiritual 
ces 5 their not having been taught the 
foral Ornaments of the Mind, leave them 
tute of all good Qualities, 


THE TRANSITION... 
Containing — Wi) 


ADIS COURSE 


ia the Sports being interrupted 0 ‘I Rainy 
weather. aa 


Orwithftanding the Serenity and Pro- 
mifingnefs of the Morning we came 
n, we have already upon the Water 
one proof of the unfertl’dnefs of the 
ather, and now upon the Land we meet 
another: For, by that time Lvda- 
was come fomewhat near’ the end of 
ifcourfe , he was oblig’d to haltento 
y the approach of a Cloud, whofe 
nefs and Blacknefs threatned us with 
minent Skowr : Nor did it give usa 
larm, forby that time we could te- 
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cover the next Shelter, the Showr we fleg — 
from, began to fall violently enough upon 
the Trees, we were retir'd to. And this 
unwelcome accident reducing us all to look 
about us, we quickly faw,to our Grief, thay 
not only the Kaiz but the Clouds were in. 
creas'd, and the Sky being almoft ever 
~ where over-caft, leftus no way to efcape 
the inconveniences it threatned us with 5 by, 
the making with what halte we could to. 
wards the place, over which we perceiv’d 
{moke enough, to conclude there was fome 
Village beneath ic: And finding at our Ar- 
tival thither, as good an Inn, as we could 
reafonably expect in fuch a place, after 
we had a while dry’d our felves by the Fire, 
Eugenivs, (to whom Exercife and the time 
of the Day had given a good Stomach) 
mov’d the Company, that in {pight of the 
meannefs of the Houfe, we might reft our 
felves there, till we had Dreft the Fith we 
had taken, to make up the beft Dinner the 
place would afford: This motion I did not 
alone readily aflent to, but feconded it, by 
reprefenting, that probably by that time we 
_ had Din’d, we fhould either recover fome 
fair Weather, or lofe the hopes of regain- 
ingit for that Day. To which I added other 
confiderations to perfwade the Company; 
though, That indeed which prevail’d with 
aan oi as mey 
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rtunity while Dinner was providing, to 
ire, as I foon after did, into another 
om, and fet down in fhort hand, what I 
e hitherto been relating, Icaft-cither de- 
fhould make the particulars vanith out 
my Memory, or they fhould be confoun- 
d there by the acceffion of fuch new Re- 
tions, as, in cafe a fair Afternoon fhould 
ite us to return to the River , Eufebeus 
uld probably meet with Occafions of 
fenting us. But before I could hand- 
smely {link away, [happen’d to be enter- 
und a while with fome things of the like 
ature with thofe I was about to fet down ; 
for this unwelcome change after fo glorious 
hopefull a Morning, did naturally fug- 
toall of us, fome thoughts of the Mu- 
lity and Ficklenefs of Profperity , and 
eafily, as well as quickly, we may be 
ptiv'd of that we cannot eafily part 
b. But whilft the reft of us were enter- 
ing themfelves with thefe thoughts, 
ius 5 who was more concern’d than 
ther of us, for thef{port he came for, 
fing a good while look’d with melan- 
ly Eyes upon this change, began to re- 
ime and murmur ar the interruption, which 

perfifting Rain continued to give him in 
“Whereupon Lizdamor took occafion to 
. li 4 fay, 


, was, the expeGtation of havingan op. 


e i 


a ee 
_-fay ; for my part, if Lcould diffipate th 
Clouds. with a with, I fhould feruple at the 
Ridding my felf of them, ev’n at fo eafie, 
Rate: For I fee, that the Gaping clefts of 
the parched Ground do, as it: were with {5 
many Mouths;proclaim its need of the Rain 
you repine at.. And I always (continues 
he) am ready to joyn with the Husband. 
tan in his withings, as well for Rainy as for 
fair Weather , and am fo much a Com. 
mon-wealths Man, that I had rather at any 
_ time not efcape aShowr,than let him wantit, 

You are] confefs, (fays Eugentus ) now 
I thinka little better on it, in the right, and 
have mote reafon to be difcontented at my 
Impatience, than I at the Weather ; for 
we fhould, ev’n in thefe leffer Occafions, as 
well as:on greater, Exercife felf-denial, and 
prefer Seer el to. our private con- 
veniences::. And indeed it were. far better, 
that I fhould mifs fome Fithes, than that 
_ thoufands of Families thould mifs of Bread. 


Eufebtas 5 that had hitherto liften’d to ° 


what was, faid, being unwilling, that his 


Friends Ingenuity fhould make him any 


_ longer accufe himielf, told him, (to divert 
the Difcourfe) This accident, Eugenius, 


was fuggefting to me, a thought, wherewith _ 
TU hallnot fcruple to acquaint you, and the 
Company. For (continues he) as pleafant, | 


* 
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nt to be, and as miuch as we ufe to be 
contented at a lowring and dropping sky, 
he one is no lefs neceflary nor ufefil in 


ed a courfe of Heat, and Sun-fhine, 
Id make the feafon fruirfyl in nothing, 
in Caterpillars, (or fuch “kind of Ver- 
ne) and in Difeafes, andis far more pro- 

to fill Graves, than Barns: Whereas 
fonable viciffitudes of Clouds, and clou- 
WVeather,make both the Ground fruitful, 
‘the Seafon healthful . -"Fhus in out out- 
td Condition, too long and conftant a 
{perity is wont to make the Soul Barren 


ful of, and the interpofition of feafon- 
AiGtions is ‘as neceflary, and advan- 
ecus, as it can be ‘unwelcome,’ Bur 
erfues Exfebius ) the confideration that 
efly entcrtain’d me, was this, That as 
to make the Earth fruieful, the face of 
feaven mult be now and then obfcur’d, and 

t-calt, we mult be depriv’d of the wel- 
ie pleafure of the Sun to ‘receive the fer- 
dizing Benefit of the’ Rain ; fo fuch is our 
Sndition here below, thar our perverfenefs 
lakes 1c neceflary, that God thould ‘often- 
€s appear to frown upon-us, to make 
tuitful in thofe Works, to which he is 
asd to vouchfafe his finiles, ph ti 

: : at con- 


Sid d 


| as much defir'd, as fair Weather: is 


feafon, than the other. For too uninter-_ 


all, but fuch Wantonneffes as tis ill tobe. 
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€ concludes Eafebzus, lifting up his eyes ang — 
hands towards Heaven ) how happy. thal] | 
~ webeinthat glorious and everlafting Day, 
when our Condition thall be as bleited in 
not requiring Viciffitudes as in not bein; 
fubje& to them. when the Sun-fhine alone 
fhall perform all chat is wont to be done 
here both by it, and by the Rain; andthe 
Soul, like £gypty being fruitful without 
the affiftance of the Clouds , we fhall nor 
need to have our joys Eclips’d, to have our 
Graces. kept from being {o, or to make our 
Light thine. the brighter : But each blefled 
Soul {hall be emblem’d by that Vifion in the 
Revelations, where St. Fohn faw an Angel 
flanding inthe Sun, we thall not then need to 
have our Love wean’d from inferiour ot 
undue Obje&s, by any Experience of their 
Imperfections; fince the clear Difcovery 
that God will vouchfafe us ofhis own Ex- 
cellencies will abundantly fuffice to confine 
our Affections to them: And fince the 
works wherein we are to be fruitful in Hea- 
ven will be but to admire and thank him, 
that is infinite in Beauty, andin goodnels, 
the perfecter fight and fruition we fhall 
have of his aftonthhingas well as ravifbing 
Attributes, will but proportionably increat¢ 
our Wonder, and our Praifes, and wil 
naturally make us as Grateful For {uch 4 
ftate as happy Za Jt. | oC CA= 
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2LHOY VEY PQOGO%Y 
| OCCASIONAL 


EFLECTIONS. 


“The V. SECTION. 


RerirecTron ae 


me the fight of N.N, making of Sytup 
of Violets, 


Sexo) }NE that did not know the 
Medicinal Vertues ' of 
Violets, and were not 
acquainted with the Cha- 
: ritable Intentions of the 
LXes) §=skilful perfon, that is 
king ett of them, would think him 
“great Friend to Epicuri{m: For his 
oyment feems wholly defign’d to gra- 
as fenfes. The things he deals with 
Flowers and Sugar, and of them he 1s 
itous to make a “Compofition that may 
ht more than one or two Senfes ; For 
| | in 


\ 
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in Oue Syrup he endeavours to pleafe the ‘ 


Eye, by the lovelinefs of the Colour ; the 


Nofe,by the perfume of the Scent;theTafte, 


by as much fweetnefs as Sugar can impart 
But he that knowing that Violets, though 


ea 


they pleafe the Palate, can purge the Body, 


and notwith{tanding their good fmell, can 
expel bad humours, knows alfo that the 
Preparer ofyhefe fragrant Plants, in making 


: ‘ Se ° a 
their Juice into a Syrup, is careful to make — 
it acceptable, that its pleafantnefs might re. 


commend it, and invite ev’n thofe to prove 
its Vertues, who had rather continue fick, 
than make Trial of a dikgulting Remedy , 
will not blame his Curtofiry, but com- 
mend his prudent Cnarity ; fincehe doubly 


obliges a Patient, that not onely prefents | 


him Remedies, but prefents him Allure- 
tents to make ufe of them. ye 

If I fee a petfon that is Learned and 
Eloquent, as well as Pious, bufied about 
. giving his Sermons, or other devout Com- 
pofures, the Ornaments and Advantages 
which Learning or Wit do naturally confer 
upon thofe prodydtions of the Tongue, ot 
Pen, wherein they ‘are plentifully and ju- 
dicioufly emploi’d; T will not be forward 
to condemn him of a mis-expence of his 
“Time or Talents ; whether they: be laid out 
upon Speculative’ Notions in Theology, 
ae : of 


eupon Critical Inquiries into Obfoleté 
[eS Or efi fe nmi or Upon 
fophical Difquifitions or Experitnents; 
on the florid Embellifhments-of Lan- 
3 or (in fhort) uponfome fuch other 
g as fecms extrinfccal to: the Do@trine 
is according to. Gedlinefs, and feems 
o have any. dire@ tendency to the pro- 
ng of Piety and the kindling of Devo: 
For] confider,.that as God hath made 
fubje@ to feveral wants, and hath both — 
him feveral allowable appetites, and. 
wed -him with’ various: faculties and 
lities to gratifie them:; {6 a man’s Pen 
ly be very warrantably and ufefully em- 
1d, though it be nor dire@ly fo, to 
h a Theological Truth, or incite the 
er’oeealend sdoer yl oolad pee 
dbefides. what I have been alledging, 
is a further and more principal Con- 
ion which kelorgs to. this matter. 
€v’n wife men may profecute the fame 
» without’ doing it all of them the 
way; andthe feveral Means, and Me- 
s they imploy, notwithftanding agreat 
rence in: other particulars, may agree 
That the Refpe@tive Chufers of | 
d:each of them a. good Aim, and 
dediin a rational way. Though there- 
Ifceaman of good parts, ftudious of 
a Learn- 
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_ Jearning; or of practifing, the Precepts of 
Eloquence, and {pend much time in readin 
florid Compofures, or in making fuch ; ; 
dare not be forward to cenfure him, fo, 
an effeminate or ulelefs Writer, For there 
- are fo many things pious or laudable, ang 
fo many ways whereby fome or other of 
them may either be directly promoted, oy 
indireétly ferv’d, by removing Objections, 
or other Impediments, that ‘tis not Cafig 
robe fure that a Rational Man cannot have 
‘ag well a Rational as a well-meant defign to 
inktruét, if not reform, in thofe very: Com, 
pofures that feem ficted onely to dels ght, 
There being a Nicer'fort of Readers which 
need Inftruétion (and to whom ‘tis there. 
forea Charity togive it) who are fo far 
from being likely to be prevailed’ on by 
Difcourfes not trickéd up with Flowers of 
Rhetorick, thar) they would. fearce be 
drawn: fo much as‘ to. caft their eyes on 
gheshe (is aiodlotg Part ron Stray > 19) 
“Awhile before Efther made that generous 
Atrempr,: wherein, totefcuc the people of 
God, fhe hazarded:a:Throne, to: which 
above an hundred other Peoples paid ho- 
mage, and ventur’d at once the oteatel 
‘Grown and the faireft Head in the world; 
One thar had {een onely what fhe was do- 
ing, without knowing why fhe didit; woul 
io. per 


erchance have thought her emploi’d, more - 
Difciple of Epicuru:, than of Atofes, 

€ People and her own was then in a 
i and gafping condition. For the 
ture telling us, that fhe put on her Royal Eft. 5. 1. 
arel, and the Tenour ‘of the ftory inti- 

g with what aim the didit, we may 
I fuppofe that the was ‘nit {paring in 

Is, and other of the richeft Ornaments, 
‘Occafion where het Quality exaded 
the fhould appear with «a Macnificencé 
tting the greateft Princefs in che world 3 

that fhe was very curious in a Drefé 
lat was to heighten her Beauty, when by 
hat, with the Giver’s’ alfiftance, fhe ‘was 
jon her knees to dazle' the world’s grea- 
f Monarch on his Throne, and make Hitn’ 
iy Homage ‘to her Charins, to whom 
an hundred Nations’ had’ prefented 
faireft Produ@ions,’ ( the brighteft 
phs of the Eaft.) And thofe'that have 
any thing of the Afiatick Luxury, 
eafily believe our pious Queen to have 
gen alfo very follicitousabout the choice 
ordering of her Sweet-meats, when fhe 
sto treat an Afjan ‘Monarch, who had 
ted the whole People ofthe chief City 
he world for many days together, and 
hany Princes as made up the Nobleft 
of Mankind for above twenty times as 


: long : 
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long: aud yet this Magnificent Queen, Re 
{eem’d bufi’d about none but fenfual Imploi, 

-ments, had fo commendable a Defion bor}, 
in her Ornaments and in her Banquets, thag ° 
fo meritorious.an Imploiment of her Great, 
nefs fhew’d her to be worthy.of it; and ag 

itappear’din the Event, that her Banquets 
did.co-operate with her. Fafts, and hep 

Royal Robes: with Afordecay’s Sack+cloth 
and Afhes, to that happy refcue of her Na- 
tion, for whicki, after fo many Ages, it doth 
to this day yearly celebrate her Memory, 
So whilft fhe feem’d bufied to gratifie 
others fenfualiry and her own pride, her 
Difpofition: of Mind was fo worthy the 
Succefs that crown’d her Attempt, that ar 

~ the: fame time. fhe was ‘providing all .that, 
Pomp. and thofe Delicacies, fhe was alfo 
providing. to give them up, .and facrifize 
them, for the Interelt.of God’s Church,and, 
her. People ;. generoufly venturing for the 
fervice of Heaven a Height of profperity, 

for. whofe lofs.nothing but Heaven it felf 
could make her amends. , | 
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JREFLEGTION.. Ik... | 
pon the fight of a Paper-Kite 12 a windy days 
_ Engemu, Lindamor,. 
wg. 9 Fthe Air were calm and quiet, this 
_. & Kirewould lie unregarded ev’n by 
jofe very Youths, that now look at nothing. 
fe. Burthe wind that blows away ftraws 
id feathers, and throws down leaves, does, 
gen by itsbeing contrary, help to raifethis 
aper-Engine. to that admired heighth, 
hich makes it be gaz'd at by many others, ' 
an Boys, and not oncly attract our eyes,. 
it fometimes. foar out of their reach. 
bus, if,a great Perfons for Courage,, or 
its, orboth, have the ill. fate to live ia, 


jough languifh unregarded in an Age that 
him not. Butifthe times grow trou-. 


6 , . 2 6 ‘i + s f 
ome and dangerous, his generous {piric. 
ill not onely furmount the difficulties char 


and turn them into fteps to Glory and. 
vo G80 Ta | a | is 


a 


Kk oes 


jet, and peaceful times, he .may long. 


ont to-attend them, but ‘be rais’d by. 


id. Me-thinks, Eugemus, thefe Kites. 
afford us no lefsft.a refemblance of 


~~ 
os 


the fate of fome Errours about Religion” 
efpecially if they chance to be maintain’g | 
by Men that are refolute, and vicelefs. Fo, 
there are fome of thefe conceits fo fond, 
and groundlefs, that they could not long — 
fubfitt of themfelves, and would foon ceafe 
to tempt a folemn Oppofition, if they did 
‘not too foon meet with it. And as you 
were obferving to another putpofe, that 
thefe artificial Kites, which men take no no- 
tice of in calm’weather, are both elevated 
and. kept aloft by the blafts of contrary 
winds, fo thefe erroneous Opinions I {peak 
of, would, if they were let alone, grow: 
quickly unregarded, whereas needles or 
‘ill manag’d Perfecutions of Doétrine, not 
prejudicial to Government, ( for’tis onely 
{uch that I mean ) bring them into every 
body’s Eye, and give thema Repute, that 
nothing elfe would have procur’d them, 
-and make them be look’d upon as things of 
a fublime and celeftial nature, that lead to 
thar Heaven, they feem to afpire to, To 
thrive by Perfecution, though it bea great 
_ Advantage, yet it is not the incommuni- 
cable Prerogative of Divine Truths ; And 
though it be certain that they get moft by 
it, yet even Errors do often gain by it too; 
there being certain Advantages that accrue 
to Opinions, by being perfecured, se 
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inguithing whether they be trie, of - 
For men that are perfecuced for their 
gion, are generally careful to inftruct 


mfelves with Areuments to defend it, 
e frowns of the Magiftrate, and the 
hful Eyes of their “Adverfaries, are 
ng Diflwafives to them froth doing any 
ng that mayarm his hand, or provoke 
er’s tongues againft their Sect, to which 
‘know their perfonal faults will be im: 
ed. And above all this, their fufferings 
tle: them: to popular commiferation, 
ehisa thing ch diftrefs does fo much - 
nvite, that even ‘condemn’d Malefa&tors 
Idome want a thare in it.’ And to fome of — 
jefe men Perfecution is the more favou-+ 


fit! aid Wine ie they canvbett handle, 
or fome are far better at Suffering, than at 
puting, and can more eafily endure a 
rifon, than anfwer a Syllogifm. And as 
Conftancy is often their ber Argument; 
sit anArgument, that the Generality of | 
beft underftand, and confequently is — 
Kely tobe moft wrought on by, fo thatthe — 
re harth than effe@tual way wherein they 
dealt with, gives them the opportunity 
ifplay a. Refolutenefs, that makes moft. 
nthink them well meaning, and in eat) 
| Kk 2 ‘ogtett, 


hem{elves througlily in it, and furnith Lg 


le, becaufe -it puts them upon fighting >. 


neft, and their own Party cry them up fo, 
Martyrs, or at leaft Conteflors ;. which, in 
cate that (as it happens in moft States ) 
{candalous fins be Jeft unpunifhed ar the 
{ame time, that Harmlefs Errours are {g 
feverely dealt. withy gives them the fairer 
opportunity to infinuate into the minds of 
the people, that thet Perfecutors had. ra- 
ther fee men vitious, than inquifitive. And, 
gencrally fpeaking, any perfonal fufferings 
that 4 we miigr man .‘undergoes for 
what he judges his ¢ ronfcience, ts but {uch 
‘a kind of burden to his mind, as: feathers 
are to an Eagle, or a Falcon, which though 
my in themfelves confider’d they have a 
weight, yet inftead of clogging him, they 
not onely help him to fupport himfelf,, bur 
enable him to foar towards Heaveny and 
reach a heighth chat makes. him prais’d ot 
 wonder’dat, — renygigc GUY Os 
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- REFLECTION III. 


ylling a Crow ( out of awindow ) tn a Hog’s- 
fougl, and immediately tracing the en- 
wing Reflettion with a Pen made of one of 


is Quills, * 


ng and patiently did I wait for this 
junlucky Crow, wallowing in the flue- 
Trough, ( whofe fides kept him a great 
le out of the reach of my Gun) and 
roing himfelf with no. lefs greedinefs, 
an the very Swinith Rroprictaries of the” 
aft, till’at length having guzzl'd and 
’d enough, when by hovering over 
eloved Dainties, he had rais’d’himfelf 
nough, to prompt me to fire at him, 
lefs unexpected, than fatal thot, in a 
ent ftruck him down, and turning the 
of his Delight into chat of his Pangs, 
le him abruptly alter his Note, and 
e his triumphant ‘Chant for a difmal 
gick Noife. This Method is not un= ~ 
to Divine Jufticetowards brawny atid 


, than this inaufpitious Bird’s feathers, 

r already the Livery ofthe Prince 

rknefs, and with Greedinefs do the 
: 1 KR 3.) oe 


igible Sinners, whofe Souls né lefgs  -* 
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works of it, whofe Delights are furnithg 
asthe Feafts of Crows are by Carrion) 

by their own filthy lutts, or other people’, 

faults, aud who by the Oaths and Curfeg 
wherewith they offend Chriftian ear, 

whilft they live, and by the ill odour the 

leave behind them when they are dead, do 

but too much juftifiemy refembling ther 

to thefe hateful Creatures. Such fenfua] 

and obdurate Epicures, I fay, God oft. 

_. times fuffers to run on their long Caricr, 

in paths of their owh chufing, withou 
checking them in the fruition of thofe Joys, 

which are tc be their onely Portion, till a 
Genry.x6length their iniquity filling up the deterin- 
nate meafure, he cuts them off, in the 
heighth of their Injoyments, and employing 
oft-times their own fins for their Execu- 

tioners, or at leaft Inftruments of their De- 
{tryction, precipitates them headlong from 

the Pinacle of their Delights, into the bot- 

tomlefs Pit, which one of their 'Predecef- 

| ~ fors (the rich man in the Parable) call’d,, as 
| Te he fadly found it, the Place of Torment, 
“where ther Infcious fweers of fin, are fo 
dearly reckon’d for, and. afford fo much 

> Sams 2- Betrernefs in the latter end, that their fenle 
*  fadly convinces them, of ( what their fenfu- 
ality keptthem, from believing ) the folly 
of gaining any thinz atthe rate of lofi 
i, eee : Essent react chet 


own Souls. Thus the Ifraelitith Prince 
nd a Nemejis bold enough -to violate 
San@uary, even of his Miftrefs’s arms, - 
(regardlefs of its charms ) enter thar 
y Circle, their Kindnefs clos’d him 
{natch him thence, and extinguith the 
ful flames that lighted him thither, with“ 
he cold blafts of Death. Thus the mu- 
ous Loathers of Manna, and lufters after 
» had their with feverely granted, for 
had indeed Quails ferv’d in by fields- 
but attended with fo fudden and tharp s 
/Reckoning, that whelft the flefh was yet be- Nam. rx. 
en thetr teeth, ere tt was chew'd, Death33- 
gindred them to {wallow ig, cheak’d them 
githic, and devour’dthem as greedily, as 
y did thofe Birds. “Thus che infolent 
Uiftins found themf{elves ill procected by 
heir vainly celebrated God, and his (much 
onger) Temple, though in che latter there 
ethoufands of them, without any other 
emy, than one, they had fent for toybe a. 
end to their Mirth. For in the very midit 
all the Triumphs of a folemn Feltival — 
hich had more properly been ‘kept to 
lab ) whil't they were infulting over 
taptive Samfon’s Blindnefs, they could not 
stheir own approching Dettiny, though | 
t were then fo near, that the next fit of - 
wehter had not time to pafs to their 
“Kk 4-. Mouths, 


UM. 25 


ag Nie ee 
5 «3 ~ eS 


Judges 16. an 


vO Per Oe ee 


(the provok’d Deity lending an Omnipo, 
cent Arm to Samfon’s hand ) confounded in 
one Ruine, the Ido! with the WV orfhippers, 
and fuddenly turn’d the whole Temple into 
an Altar, with which the Priefts themfelves, 
fell furprized Sacrifices to that tragical So- 
lemnity. And thus (to haften from fo fad a 
Theme ) the revelling Belfbazzar, in the 
midft of his Magnificent and Royal Featt, 
faw an intruding hand, which by its man- 
ner of appearing, as well -as by what it 
wrote, was able to mar the Supper, with. 
out impairing the Dainties. And that Mo. 
narch, whom ev¢n a Siege could not reduce 
below a condition of Fealting, though he 
were carouzitig in, the eonfecrated Cups, 
had fucha Brimmer of trembling put into 
his hand, as both prefag’d and perchance 
began the Deftiny approaching him under 
the Enfigns of the Noble Cyr, whofe Con- 
queming Sword, ‘guided. by Providence, 
and made the Sword of Juttice, did that 
very fame night, let out -his' Wine, and 
Bloud, and Life together,» 0. 8 


Mouths, de an: unexpected - Vengeaticg 


pon 


Upon the. fame Subjed, 


Is hard on fuch an occafion to avoid 
§ = making fome Refle@ion upon the 
utability of worldly Conditions! How 
e did this Crow imagine, a quarter of © 
n hour fince, thatin fo thort atime, -his 
dy {hould be as fenfelefs, and as ftinking 
rion, as that he was wont to feed ‘it 
1; that his feathers fhould wear fo un- 
y a kind of Mourning for his Deftru- 
ion, and that Ifhould write his Epitaph 
ith ene of his own’ Quils! Sure. fince a 
minutes ‘can turn the healthieft Bodies 
breathlefs. Carkafes, and put thofe ve- 
y things into the hands of our Enemies, 
ch were they that we principally re- 
on, for-our fafety, it were’ little lefs 
n Madnefs, to repofe a diftruftlefs . Trutt 
hefe tranfitory Poffeffions, or -treache- 
s Advantages, which we enjoy but by fo 
lea Tenure. No; we mutt never ven- 
to wander far from God, upon the 
mption that Death is far enough from 
but rather inthe very height of our fol- 
s, we fhouldendeavour to remember, 
t they who feaftthemfelves to-day, may 
hemfelves prove Feafts for the Worms to. 
RN ee RE- — 


REELECTION: IV. 


Aslees, pon aGlow-worm that he kept tncluded | 
 tnaCrystal Viol, , 
FE this unhappy VVorm had been as def 
] picable.as the other reptils that crepr 
up and down the Hedge, whence I took 
™ him, he might, as well as they, have been 
: left there ftill, and his own Obfcurity, as 
well as that of the Night, had preferv'd 
him from the confinement he now fuflers, 
And it, as he fometimes for a pretty, while 
withdrew that Luminous’ Liquor, that is as 
it were the Gandle to this {mall dark Lan- 
thorn, he had continued to: forbear the dif- 
clofing of it, he might have deluded my 
fearch, and: efcap’d his prefent Confine- 
ment. weet 
. Rare Qualities may fomerimes be Pre- 
rogatives, without being Advantages. And 
- thoughaneedlefs Oftentation. of ones Ex- 
cellencies may be more glorious, a mode 
Concealment of them is ufually more fate: 
And an unfeafonable difclofure of flathes 
of Wit, may fometimes do a Man no othet 
fervice, than to dire@ his: Adverfaries how 
they may do him a mifchiefsc, fe 
seit! ne 


Tome ae 
aryftalline Prifon, through which it has 
‘Honour to be gaz’d. at by many Eyes, 
fid among them, byfome thar are {aid to 
ne far more in the Day than this Crea- 
are do’s in the Night.; yet no doubt, ifthe 
d exprefs a fenfe of the Condition he 
n, he would bewail it, and think himfelf 
lappy in an excellency, which proeures 
at once Admiration and Captivity, by 
he former of which he does but give others 
) Pleafure, while in the lacrer he himfelf 
efentsa Mifery. — OO See aon Se 
This oftentimes is the fate of a great 
it, whom the Advantage he has of ordi- 
lary Menin Knowledge, the Light of the 
Mind expofes to: fo many effects of other 
’s Importunate Curiofiry, as to turn his 
erovative intoa Trouble : The light chat~ 
nobles him, tempts Inquifitive Men to 
ep him, as upon the like fcore we do this 
ow-worm, from fleeping : And his 
onfpicuoufnefs is not more a Friend to his 


/ 


os 


low fuch much Praife, but little Reft. 
’d to (hut their own, and find, that by 
uc'd for thar paginas good,call’dFame, 


ay that real Bleffing, Liberty. , 
es eee ak ORAS 7 | And, 


4 id as though ‘this Worm be lode’d a 


e, than an Enemy to his quiet; for Men” 
y attract the Eves of others, but are not 


ery difadvantagious Bargain, they are 


« thar by the perfonal Dultr 


ee Bb, a 

_ And, as though this Luminous Creature 

~ be himfelf imprifon’d in fo clofe a Body 9, 
Glafs, yee the Light that enhobles him, j, 
not thereby reftrain’d from diffufing it {elf . 
So there are certain Truths, that have j, 
them fo much of native Light or Evidenc ¢, 
efles of the pro. 
pofer, it cannot be hidden, or reftrain’d , 
but in fpight of Prifons , it fhines freely, 
and procures the Teachers of it Admira. 
tion, ev’n when it cannot procure them Lj., 


REFLECTION V. 


_ Hague tt pon 4 Courts being put into Mourn- 


12g, 


= For there The 1; P ART. ¥ 


was a fe- 


cord part 


‘ 
\ 
y 
A 
j 


wh 
i 
th 


feay till it weve fount, ov varite a new one, 


of this Re ibe: Al 
flettionbuz = == Genorio, Eufebius, Lindamor. 
when it pe Sa 

was to be " : 

fent i the Gewor. & AM Ethinks, you look, Eufebtus, 
Prefs je Laer Ab 
al ae LV fas if the change that Blacks 


be found, 


\ 


nor woald the Preffis hate, aad the Athos occaltons, allove him either to 


have 


aan 
e 


Pe ae 
: made in, this placés fince I lat faw 


i 


‘0 this be the Court. 3 Ri, 
nd. Yet, 1 fear, Eufebim will {carce 
bt, that you, and thefe other Gentlemen 
Courtiers, whil’ft he fees how much 
_ diflemble in perfonating fadnefs: For 
ugh your Cloaths look mournful, your 
es do not, and you talk to one another 
nconcern’dly, as when you_wore lighter 
lours; and your Grief is fo flight, that 
as not an Influence fo much as upon 


- Courtiers are’ faid to be able to dif- 
gife without an over-difficule conftraint. 


feem to mourn, without doing it, we 
y be thought guilty of diffimulation 
hout being fo: For what Duty is there, 
lat you and I fhould be really troubled for 
Jeath of .a Prince, whofe Subjeds we 


od, which himfelf never .us‘d, from a 
ceflor thar had the will to employ it, 
-you will demand, why then we put on 

» Towhich, the An{wer is eafie, that 
ftom having eftablifh’d char Ceremony 
the. Courts of Princes, in Amity wih 

each 


: ee 


here, remprs you to queftion whether” 


looks, and words, which yet are things ~ 


Genor. ButyI hope, Lindamor, I need not — 
our to perfuade fuch as you, that, when — 


re not, who never obliged us, and who 
haps did onely keep the Power of doing 


“2 


(158). 


each other, ‘the Omiffion Would be looky 


upon as an Affront, and be a Provocation, 
And therefore, the Blacks we wear, are nop 
meant to exprefsa Grief for the Dead, 
bur a Refpeé to their living Relations; 
And thus, this as heartlefs as folemnfhew 


of Mourning, is not put on by Hypocrifie;. 


bur by Prudence, or Civility. And in this 
cafe, 1 would appeal to Ewfebius himfelf. 


’ but that I perceive fome Object or other, » 


has ever fince we began to talk, ae his 
Attention, as well as feal’dup his Lips. = 


Lind. 1 have taken notice of it, as well ” 


as you, Genorio, and I confefs, I would give 
much to learn his Thoughts. | 

Eufeb. ?Tis odds then, Ltzdamor, that 
you would: over-purchafe fo worthlefs a 
Knowledge: And to fatisfie your Curi- 
ofity, at an eafier rate, I willtell you, that 
I was obferving, how a Gentleman, who, tt 


feems, does not much ee the Court, | 


chancing to come ina Colour’d fait, thar, 
but laft Week, would have been thought a 


fine one, was ftar’d at by all in the room,. 


except your felves, whofe Faces chanc’d 
‘tobe turn’d from him, likea Man of ano- 
ther Country, (not to fay of another 


World) which the poe ‘Gentleman. at 


length perceiving, he foon grew fo fenfible 
of it, that in fpight of the Richnefs anc 
‘ | : Newnels 


ee ee 


wnels of his sor ee Bluthes 
flunk out’ of the Court; 
" 


to which he 
d'Men’s gazing at him ‘Concluded hina 
bat Spratiger ee an AS Oe 

nd. But this, Eufebius, is oncly to tell 
what you obferv’d, not what Reflections 
made uponiit, ‘and you know, that 
ich I was inquifitive after, was your 
feb. I will add then, Lindamor, fince 
will have it fo; thar I was. confidering, 
there has been no, Law made by the 


€ to forbid any, much lefs Strangers, ‘to 
pear in this Court in ages cloaths : 
nd thofe, ‘which | the’ entleman T was 
paking of, had on, were {uch, both for 
{s, and fafhionablenefs, as would very 
I become .a greater Court; if ir were 
in Mourning.“ But, now the Prince, and 
¢ thar have’the Honour to belong to 
3 of to frequent this place, have pur 
nfelves into Blacks,to appear in another, 
ugh ina finer Habit, is, to betra ones — 
belonging ‘to the Court, hor ufing to 
*toit; ahdattiong fo mary, thar think 
thave aRight'to give Laws ‘in point of 
aths, a Lactd, ‘or an Imbroider’d fifir, 
igh laft Week in requeft, would now 
| have laid them by, make a Man look 
fo much like a Courtier, as a ae | 
ee Wand 


eo a ee el 
~ Aad this RefleGion invited me to’ confide, 
further, what a ftrange Influence -fathions 
have on Mankind, and what an happy change 
might be eafily made inthe World, if they 
who have it in their Power to introduce 
Cuftoms; would make it their Endeavour 
tointroduce goodonés, 
~ Lind. Tam fo much of your mind, Ez. 
febius, thacI confefs, Ienvy not Princes {0 
much for the Splendour and the Pleafures 
that, they live in, nor for the Authority. of 
raifing Armies, nor petchance for the Hap- 
pinefs of making them Victorious, as for 
the power. of impofing and reforming of 
Fafhions. And Fthink ic; a lefs improvable 
Prerogative, to be able to coyn any Metal 
into mony, or call it in at pleafure, than by 
the ftamp of their Authority. to introduce 
ood Cuftoms, and make thena current. 

Genoy., But, do not Princes enough, when 
they take care to make good Laws; and {ce 
chem well Gxectited ma. fer eatin dbabrr ott 
Lind, 1 will not difpute; whether by 
That, they do all they ought, bur fure I am, 
they do not all they may : For humane 
Laws being made for the civil Peace of 
humane Societies, they are wont to be 
fram’d not for the making Men virtuous, 
bur the reftraining them from) being mil 
chievous ; they confilt far more of Probt- 
| o ~ bitions 


oer ear <A 
Cia 


isill; the Bufinefs of Laws being to 
de, nor, againft all: Evils, but thofe 


cicties.: So thar chere:are a thoufand. 
les ‘of ‘Reafon, or: Chriftianity, which 
ates have not. thought fit to.curn into 
ws... For Pride, Envy, Covetoufnels, 
tony,':Intemperance, Efféminatenefs, 
s;' Idlenefs, and I know not how many 
t Sins, contrary to the Laws-of Naz 
, and of Chrift, are fo little provided, 
ain{t’ by humane: SanGtions, that one.may. 
a bad Chriftian, and a bad Mans without: 


re cafte, tor Lfear more ufual, than for. 
Utitudes: to pafs uncited before .Man’s.. 
bunal, to receive their Condemnation at: 
bd’s.° “Bur though a Prince can fearce, as a: 
siflator, prevént;‘or fupprefs fuch Sins, 
> as a Pattern, he may do much towards. 
| For by ‘his Example, his Opinions, his 
tagements, and his Frowns; he may 
a. an hundred particular things, whith: 
aws do stiot (:and perhaps. cannot }* 
- His declar’d Efteem of fuch and’ 
| Practices, joya’d’ with his ‘particular’ 
is fuited ‘toit; aid hisaprolete diflike- 
fe Sinful or sew pees whe 


es 


s thai’\Comimands, and ev’n their’ 
bitions reach bur to a little. part of 


ofiet ones, that are prejudicial to civil. 


ing. a bad’ Citizens 'Thete being nothing » 


eee C162) — a 

he finds the Rifelt, back’d' With a Reddy, 
do not decline them, will, in'a Ciort time, 
bring ‘thofe that-are about him;. to conform, 


their AGions:: and ‘Behaviour ito°what: Men, : 
are fatish’d, he defires, or likes. And thofe : 
whom their nearnefs to Him, ror their Em, 
ployments, make the confpicuous’ and: cx | 
emplary Perforis, being thus model'd, their 
Relations and ‘Dependants will’ quickly be 
{9 too, and then that which. is in requelt at 
Court, being upon that very account look’d 
* upon as the Fafhion, ic will by degrees be» 
imitated by all chofe on whom the Court 
has Influence ; 'fince, as we jultnow faw in | 
the Inftance of Exfebiw’s gawdy Gentle- | 
man, Men will be afham’d to be ‘unlike: 
thofe, whofe Cuftoms and Deportments 
pafs for the Standards, by which ‘thofe of 


other Men are to be meafur’d. 


REELECTION VL. 


: Lpon bearing of a Lute first tunds and 
i then excellently play'd on. 


7G He Jarring ftrings made fo unplea- 
fant anoife, whil'ft the’ Inftrument 

was tuning, thatl wonder not at the Srory 
an that 


SAR TO3) 


ited by a Chriftian Embafladour to 


rs to be thruft out of his Seraglia, upon 
{-apprehenfion that they were playing, 
n they were but tuning. Buc this rare 
Artift had no fooner put an end to the fhort 

ercife he gave our Patience, than he pur 
to the Exercife of another Virtue: For 
imble and skilful Fingers make one of 
nnocentelt Pleafures of the Sénfes to. 
one of the greateft, and this Charming 
lod - ( for. which, Orpheus.-or Orion 
emfelves might envy him), do’s not fo 
properly delight. as ravifh us, and remder it 
lifficult to moderate the Tranfports of our. 
affions, but impoflible to reftrain the 
raifes chat exprefs. our fatisfation : So 
tif this Mufitian had been difcourag’d by 
unpleafant Sounds that were. not to be. 
ided, whil’ft he was putting his Lute in 
Tune, from proceeding in his work, he had 

en very much wanting to himfelf, andto 
avealittle pains, had loft agreat deal of 

Bofiteand Applaule. 36 3 pf) fg 
Thus, when the faculties and paffions of 
. Mind, either through a native unculi- 
$s, orthe reuufhefs of Reafon and Con- 


bring them inco order, muft cxpect to 
: Lie.) oiee 


e , 


t goes of aGrand Signior, who being 


fome of our Mufick, commanded the 


gience are difcomnpos’d,. he thar attempts — 


ott : A. te ee 
mect at firft but an uneafie Task, and Gut 


_ the beginning of a Reformation more troy! 


blefoine,for the time,than the paft diforderg 


were: But he is very little his own Friend, 
if he fuflers thefe thort-liv’d difficulties t5 


~make him leave his Endeavours unprofe. 


cuted: For when once they. have reduc’d 
the untun’d Faculties and Affections of the 
Sou! to that pafs whieh Reafon and Relj- 


‘gion woilld have them brought to; the tun’d 


or compos’d Mind affords a fatisfadtion, 
whofe greatnefs do’s ev’n at prefent abun. 
dantly recompence the Trouble of procu- 
ring it , and which is yet buta pradlude to 
that mote ravifhing Melody, wherein the 
Soul (alfeady Harmonious within it felf ) 
thall hereafter bear a part, where the Harps 
of the Saints accompany the glad Voices 
that fing the Song of the Lamb, and the — 
Hallelujahs of the reft of the Celettial 
Quire, BHU a 


“REELECTION vil , 


; 

Ss 
ti pe big pref ented with avare Nofe~ he a 
(Bay bya Gardener. a 


© Hindamor, Ealing, ie ae 


id, FEre is indeed” a. prota) for 
‘ which I mutt ftill think my {elf 
fellow’s Debtor, though he thinks l have 
er-paid him. Tis pity thefe Rarities 
re not more fuitably iy -efs'd, and worn 
-fome of Natures other. Maiter-pieces; 
h whom they might exchange a atacetul 
re, and have the Ornament they confer 
leGted back upon them. But one thar 
| wever been a Lover, would perhaps fay, 
that wifh were more civil to the 
wers, than the Ladies, of whom there 
few, which thefe foft polith’d Skins, and 
ient Tin@urés, would not eafilicr make 
is., than prove fuch. to theay ; For 
ot to name the Reft ) this. Lovely ‘fra« 
nt Rofe ' here, wears a Bluth that needs 
do fo, at any Colour the Spring it {elf 
> amonglt ‘all her C harming Rarities, 
? Yes, here are Flowers above the 
he of _ a Rherotick ; and befides, 
ol 3 - two 


ae tela i i fo eae mare —— 
two or three unmingled Liveries, whog. 
- fingle Colours are bright, and taking enough 
‘to exclude the with of a diverfity ; here is’ 
variety of Flowers, whofe Dyes are fg 
dexteroufly blended, and fitly.checquer’d, 
that every fingle Flower is a variety. | 
envy not 4rabia’s Odours, whil'ft that of 
this freth Blufher charms my fenfe, and fing 
my Nofe and Eyes fo ravifhingly enter. 
tain’d here, that the Bee vetiaiae le {weer. 
inefs out of Flowers; which were they but 
Tefs frail, I fear would make me more. {o 
(than yet Iam.) Surely this. Gard’her 
leads a happy Life! He inherits nothing of 
. Adam, but that Primitive profeffion that 
imploy’d and recompenc’d his Innocence, 
and fucha Gay and priviledg’d Plot of his 
Eden, as feems exempted from the general 
Curfe 5 and. inftead of ‘the Thorns and 
Thiftles that are the unthankful Earths won- 
ted productions, brings him forth Lilltes and 
Tulips, and oratcfully crowns his Culture 
(for Toil] cannor think it) with chaplets 
Owe en Ss a 
| Eufeb. I perceive, ( Lindamor ) that you 
judge of the Delichtfulnefs of this Man’s 
calling; onely'by thefe Lovely and Fragrant 
productions of ir. And you fee thefe curt- 
ous Flowers in their prime, ‘without feeing 
by what pratties, and degrees, they have 
fe! Ge ORION, A OG SON" heen 


ction and Iuftre. And pechaps, if you, 
fider'’dy thar.a Gardener mutt be digging’ 
the violent heats of the, Summer, and 
be, aftaid of the bitcer:cold of the — 
fintery and mult be watchful again‘t fuc-, 
Ig frofts ia the Spring,.and. muft nor, 
ely prunes, and. water, and weed his 
. hoe but, mutt, to obtain thefe eawdy: 
| odoriferous Flowerssfubnut to deal with 
mely andftinking Dung. 5 If ( Lizdamor) 
1 would take notice of thefeand of fome, 
er Toils. and, Hard(hips -thac. artend-a, 
rdener’s Trade, you would (1 doubt not) 
onfels,.. that. his. Imployments 5 like his 
thes, bring him Thorns aswell as Roles, 
And now give me leave (Liadamor) t0 
lyou, that, this may. be appli’d, to the 
dition: of fone. ftudious perfons, that, 
dI know, For whenwe hear a Learn- 
r Eloquent Sermon, or read fome 


or being able to fay fome things thar, 
uct, ou, plea us, fo much, . Buc alas, 
idamor ) thouzh we {ee not thefe Pro- 
ons of the Brain till they are finifhd, ° 
onfequently firted to appear with their 
Advantages abroad, yet to: bring them 
ee a Ae to 


brought from, defpicable feeds to. this, ‘ee 


Be a —_ 
to that pafs, the Author may perhaps Undepe 
roe. many a-trouble that: we-dteam not. Of) 
fer he ‘that ‘has ‘to do with‘ difficyl: 6p 
weighty Subjeés ‘cannot prefent-us a 200 
Book, or a -Fine Difcourfe, with the fame 
eafe that a tich tan can'prefent usa fine 
pair of Gloves,’ 6r a fine « Collationy 
which may be had at’ an‘hour’s: warning 
from the next Milleners ot: Cotife@ioner? 
Forto be able to write oné good Book oj 
fome Subjects, a man mutt “have been a 
the trouble'to read an ‘hundred’: - To grow 
éapable to give aibetter rendting of a Greek 
Text, he mult perchance ‘have © perus’d 
Sutdas, Stephanus, Hefyclhins, and I know not 
how ‘many. Lexicooraphers and Scholiafts; 
‘Vo be qualif'd to’ make aTtanflation of an 
_ Hebrew Word or Phrafe,’ thar fhall ilhi- 
ftratea’ dark Text, or'clear''a ‘Difficulty, “6: 
more fitly agree with his notion, ‘or accom! 
modation” ‘of a place’in Scripture, 4 ‘mati 
muft have nét” onely” like va ‘School-Boy 
learn’d an Hebrew Gramniat, and turn’d 


pas 
: BL 


over’ Buxtorf Sy Schivdler’s , vand other De 


ah 


| Ctionaties,: but (which is worfe) he mutt in’ 
midny cafes hazard his ¢ yes anid ‘his patiéiice 
in’ converfing: ‘with “thee Jewith Writings, 
“notonely as: Elias his Te{bli, and: Kimchi's 
Aichlol but to gain a little Rabbinical 
_. Learning, -and find out fome “unobvious fig- | 
~< . baad nificationi 


de ee 
tion of a’ Word or Phrafe, he muft 
jour the tedious and. voluminous’ Rha 
fodies that make up the Talmud, in many 
f Which he can fcarce learn any thing but 
“Art of faying nothing ina multicude of 
$3 and in others, which are not'fo ufe- 
the moft he will find’ in’ 1 know nor 
many dull ‘paces, ( written with as 
le ‘Wit as Truth’) will perhaps be’ an 
count of fome wild Opinion; or fome 
lete Cuftom; or fome fuperftitious Rite 
generation of people, whofe Fanciés 
hd Manners: {earce any thing makes worth 
Ir inquiring after, but their having liv’d 
nany’ Ages fince.. And even when a man 
ts himfelf to write thofe fmooth Com- 
tes, where Eloquence is confpictious, 
cems to be chiefly defign’d, the Au- 
tfeldom conies by his Contentment on 
afie terms as the Readers come by theirs, 
not to mention, that fometimes’ Peri- 
hat “in a well printed Book “look very 
fomely, and run very evenly, were aot 
he written Copy without interlining and 
nf{criptions. -» Thofe rhat are Schollars 
mfelves can hardly write without having 
ambition, ot at leaft acare, to approve 
t Difcourfes to them thar are {0 too. 
1 in the judement of fuch Perufers, to be 
ste write well, one mutt not onely’ pei | 


by the: manner of Handling. its eek An d’ al: 
though to thew: ones felf a Matter intreating — 

of variety. of Themes with a florid ftyle, 

and even, in thofe Compofures that are de- 

fiend, chiefly, to exprefs. Wit and move 

Aiie@ions,.one may think char Nature may 

be well let alone to fupply any the has been 

kind tos with allbsthey. “need 5 yet ein 

thefe. cafes there are fome, Toils and| un- 

eafinelles that are fcarce to be avoide d; ines 

a difcrect:man,, though never fo richinNa. 

tures’s. gifts, will think himfelf oblig’d to 

_ fludy Rhetoricky that he may be fure he 

does. not tranfgrefs the Laws of Ir. For 

_— thoughian Author's Natural parts may make 

-.. his Book. abound) with Wit, yet without 

the help.of Art he will) {carce make it) free 

from faults, And, tobe well: ftock’d, wath 

Comparifons, which, when: skilfully: ma: 

nag’d make the moft taking paflages of. fine, 

Pieces, one’ mutt fometimes: furvey and 

range through the works of Nature and Art, 

which are the chief Ware-houfes;: where’ 

_ variety and choice of Similitudes isto be 

had, and to-obtain thofe, pleafing Orna- 

» ments there is: oftentimes requir’dno le fe 

‘ pains than to devife.ufeful Notions. As one 

mutt fearch the Ditches amongft Briars. and 

me oe - Weeds, 


Jeeds, not onely to find. Medicinable 
tbs, but to gather Prim-rofés’and: Vio- 
s. Sothat é Lindamor ) to cohclude, if 
confider the trouble that’ applauded 
ompofures do oftentimes colt ‘their Au- 

s, wefhould be fenfible we owe more 
an -moft men think we do to. thofe to 


bours, in the fatisfaction of promoting 
ety, or in the well-natur’d Pleafure they 
‘themfelves in pleafing others, I thould 


ee 


me 


éemthan our Envy. 


‘tpon a Child that crPafor the Stars. 


Remember P'S, ‘did once, upon jult the 
like Theme, difcourfe to th ¢ following 
ORE oe nahn ane 
ong{t thofe numerous Eyes, that thefe 


are not perhaps any that aré’ more de= 


g Sun, could not be more charm’d with 


whom we owe rood Books, — But then tHe 
fs they find fome Recompence for their *"" 


ce doubt bur that fome of the Writers, _ 
think fo happy, may rather deferve our 


ights attract in fo clear a night as this, 


dwith them, than this Child’s feem 
And thofe Perfians that ador’d the — 


ee 


ety Cleese 


Patani ams an aaiaid oi ati 


EPrLLvE Peesee ae bjea, than this Child Is With 


Uae sfosiois Objedt, than this Child 
itiele -swinkling Lights, that need his ab. 
fehcetrs become fo much as vifible, But hig 

fsa static. thar is not more great than un. 
quict, fori makes him querulous, and un 
sly,and becaufe he cannot by his ftruggling. 
and reaching forch his little hands, pero? 


Thus in a Sbaind, night fond.Chitdien cry feflion of thefe fhin- 
Fav the vich Spangles that adurathesty. ing  Spangles, thar 
7 Re. Ok AG finely, their 
fires prodiice water in his eyes, and cries 

“it his. mouth, that “are very little of kin to 

the Malick ‘the Platonifts “fanci’d. in the 
Spheres he looks at. VVhereas, though my 
inclinations for Aftronomy make me fo di- 

ligent a Gazer on the Stars, that in fpight of 

ny Bee Obnoxiou{nefs. to the inclemency 

of the noéturnal air, I gladly {pend the 

coldeft hours of the night.in contemplating 

them; I can yet lookupon thefe bright Or- 
naments_of Heaven it felf, with a mind as 

calm and ferene, as thofe very nights that 

are fitteftto obfervethemin, 

~ I know divers men for whom Nature 

feems tohave cut out too much work, in 

giving them, inan unconfinedly amorous 
, ifpofition of mind, ftrong Appetites for 
*  almoft all the fair Objeéts, that prefent 

— themfelves to their fight; Thefe amorous 
Perfons may be, I grant, very mich de- 
ne: , | ~ lighted 


Re eee ee ae 
ed when they firft gaze upon a Cor- 
jon’ of fair Ladies,, bit the Heat 
monly pays dear for the Pleaftire of the 
. aid the eager defires' thar Beauty 
eates, are infuch men excited too often 
tto ke frequently difappointed, and are 
ont to beaccompani’d with fo many jea- 
fies, and fears, and repulfes, and diffi- 
Ities, and dangers, and remorfes, and 
pairs, that the uhhappy Lovers (if thofe 
at love more than one can merit thar Th 
) do rather languifh than live, if you will 
lieve eithef, their own querulous. words, 
their pale and melancholly looks, which 
vould make one think they weré jtift en- 
ting into the'Grave, or bad been newly 
lgged out ofit. Whereas a perfon thar 
his Affections, and Senfes, at that com- 
d, which Reafon and Religion require, 
d confer, can look pon the fame Obje@s 
th pleas’d bur not with dazl’d Eyes: Hé 
Mfiders thefe bright and curious Pro 
ions, as fair animated Statues of Na- 
@’s framing,and contenting himfelf toad- 
re the workmanfhip, adores onely the 
ne Artificer, whofe infinite amiable- 
is but faintly fhadow’d forth even by. 
lovely Creatures. And therefore what 
en faid of Miftrefles, may be more — 
y applicable to all the other Oe 
: | a 
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‘of Men’s.too eager Paffions. To be thor, 
looking upon thefe curioufeft Productions 
of Nature, with a Philofopher’s ,and 

~ Chriftian’s Eyes, he can caft them on thofe 
bright Objects with pleafure, and yet. with. 
draw them without trouble, and allowin 


Beauty to contribute to his Delight, with. 
out being able to create him any Difquier , 
though it afford him a les tranf{porting Plea. 
fure than it fometimes do’s the Amoritt, 
yet, all chings confider'd, it may afford him, 

a greater Pleafure, by being more innocent, 
more untroubl’d, and more lafting ;_ And 
there may be fuch a Difference betwixt the 
Contenument of ‘this calm admirer, .of 
__. Beauty, and that of agreedy and unconfin’d 
~ Proftituter of his Heart.to it, as there is 


betwixt the unquiet Pleafure thar, the fight 
of the Stars gives to. this Child, and the 
rational Contentment it may afford to an, 


-Aftronomer,. us 


REFLECTION IX, 


0 Lindamor, Enfebius, 


hd. WS not this Clofet ftrangely fine, 

 Eufebrus? Here is fuch a variety 
pretty and taking Objects, thar they do 
well diftract the Eye as delight it ;° the 
dance, the choice, and the Order, do as 
yell difclofe the fair Pofleffors skill, as Her 
bagnificence, and fhew at once, that fhe 
oth has-plenty, ‘and deferves ic, by know- 
ng fo. well how to make ufe of it.’ Thofe 
s that are here folitary, or fingle, will 
tce be elfewhere miaechied and all the 
E arefo pretty, and fo excellent intheir 
etal Kinds, chat the number offfine things 
t make up this curious Colle@ion, can- 
thinder any of them from being a Ra- 
y. And ina word, the Embellifhments, 
tadorn and ennoble this delichtful place, 
‘ fuch, thar I believe the Pofleflor of 
> as welcome as the is unto the beft 
anies, {carce ever looks upon finer 
, than fhe can {ee in her Clofer, un- 


me- 


AD. 
es i 


when fhe looks: intoher Glafs. Bur, 


ce ae ae ey 


me-thinks, E#febiw, you hear and view all 
this with a filent ferioufnefs, which beging. 
to make-me fufped, that what; I though 
might be an Effeét of your Wonder, may 
be fo.of your Disike:! youl we i 


. Exfeb. The Collection, ‘Lindamor, ‘is, | 
confefs, very curious in irs Kind, and fuch, 
asif the Miltrefs of it were lefs handfome 
than fhe is, might give her as well Caufe 
to be jealous of thefe fine things, as to be 
proud of them, fincea Beautys that were 
but ordinary, could not divert a Spectator’s 
Eye from Objects, ‘whereof many are 

not fo. But; Lradamor, ‘IT muit:fteely tell 
you, that I like: both the Lady, andthe 
Clofer, much better’ than .the Cuftom ; 

2 fuch fights as thefe are introducing among 


Ladies.of farnifhing fuch Kind of Clofets: 
I know that Youth may, in: certain cafes, 
excufe fome of the Inipertinencies ‘tis‘wont 

to occafion ; And it is not ftrange to me, 
that Perfons of the fairer. Sex, fhould like, 
in all things about them; that handfomneds 
for which they find. themfelves to be rhe 
moft lik’d 3. Nor would I forbid, ev'n fuch 
of them, as are notof.a very high ,Qua+ 
lity, to haye a retiring place fo neatly a- 
dorn’d, as may invite them to be alone, and 
with-araw ro It, to read, or meditate, pro-’ 
vided thefe Ornaments be not focoltly, as 

£0 


rob Charity, or fo gawdy, as to diftraé 
Devotion they fhould but accommo- 
e. And in cafe Circumftances thould 
o confpire, as that Youth and Quality 
hould be attended by fuch a plentiful For- 
ine, as that after all, that either Juttice, 
Prudence, or Decency can challenge, there 
ains yet. enough, both to relieve the 
oor, and purchafe Rarities themfelves: 
will not be fo fevere, asto condemn Per- 
ons. fo circumftane’d, nor fall out with 
jofe that are able to reconcile Sumpruouf- 
and Charity. But the number of fuch 
ies, ef{pecially fo foon after'a long civil 
War, muft needs be but f{mall, and I fear 
ch inferiour to that of thofe, who will 
onfider more what they fee done before 
leit Eyes, than they will the difparity of 
lircumftances -berwixt ‘their own Con~ 
tion, and that of thofe they Emulate = 
hd the greater appearance of Ingeniouf- 
s{s, as well as Innocence, there is in the 
ice I am difapproving, the more dan- 
us it is, and the more fit to be exa- 
d anddecri’d. For as the old Serpent’ 
ariety of Wiles, fo he fits them to the 
lous tempers of the Perfons he affays 
"work upon; and when he meets with: 
adies virtuoufly difpofed, fince he cannot’ 
lite eradicate their inclinations to the beft: 
q | Mm part. 
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patt of Religions Charity, he will at leat 


blaft and render them fruitlefs ; and he jug. 
ly thinks, he has reach’d no {mall part of 
his end, if though he cannot, feduce them 


to doill, he can at leaft hinder them from 


doing good, And this he has of late ar. 


‘rempted but too profperoutly, by perfua. 


ding us to take thofe tor the ftandard and 
examples of our Expences, that makin 

none of the {core of Piety, have the more 
left for their Vanities and their Appetites , 
which they gratifie at fuch high rates, thar 
thofe that think themfelves bound to imi- 
tate them in thofe Exceffes, that are mif- 
namd Gallantry, thall have as little ability, 
as the othcr have will, to apply any confide- 
rable part of their Eftates to thofe Ufes , 
which chicfly God granted them thofe E- | 


-ftares for; and by thar time, the Lady her 


felf, and the Houfe, and the Clofet, are fur- 
nifhed with all che Ornaments that Vanity 
and Emulation call for, there is nothing lett 
for Charity to difpofe of, nay, perhaps not 
for Juftice ; the Creditor being oftentimes 
turned back empty as well asthe Beggar, 
if not alfo made a Beggar by ruinous de- 
Jays. And greater fortunes, than moft La- 
dies have, may be exhaufted, by gratifying 


fuch an ambition, as that of a Clofet, to 


whofe Coftlinefs nothing can put limits, till 
: Difcretign. 


retion do: Cuftom it felf having not yet 
egulated a piece of Vanity, which, as im- 
fing as Cuftom is wont to be, it has nor 
me dardtoeujovta yi on or ae ee 
» Lind. Me-thinks, Eufebus,you are fome- 
what forward toaccufe thofe fair Creatures, 
hat though they fhould want Innocence; 
vould fcarce want Advocates ; and you are 
© good a Cafuift to ignore, thar they are 
nt to alledge, that the Bravery you are fo 
eré to, is no where exprefsly prohibired 
‘the Scripture, and this unforbiddennefs 
y think fufficient .to. evince, that the 
umptuoufnefs you fo condemn, is not ab- 
blutely, and in itsown-nature, Sinful. - 
| Eufeb. 1 can readily believe, that Lin— 
mor has ‘VVit and Amoroufnefs enough 
make him find it more eafie to: defend 
ur Ladies, than to defend himfelf againtt 
lem : And I know, ‘tis faid, that thefe: 
imptuous Clofets, and other Vanities, aré 
ot fimply unlawful in their own Nature ; 
know too, that divers things, not in 
own Nature unlawful, may be made. 
by circumftances; and if fo, then I fear,: 
Phat that can be no other than ill, which: 
makes a Man: needlefsy difable himfelf to 
ood.’ <The Apoftle, that difcounte- 
d Woman's wearing of Gold; or pre-'* 
1s things upon their Bodies, would fure’ 
. Mm 2 have 


‘ a. \ 
have oppofed their having niore fumptuorg 
Ornaments upon their Walls: Thefe can. 
not pray for us, bur the poor and. diftreffed, 
they keep us from relieving, may either 
fuccefsfulty pray to God for us, of cry to 
him againit us. The Scripture that repre. 
fents Dives in Hell, without faying that he 
_oppreffed or defrauded any, gives no other 
account of his Doom, than that living at a 
high rate, and going richly drefs’d, he neg- 
leéted to relieve the ftarving poor. A few 
fuch Clofets as this Ladies, might be eafily 
enlarged, and contrived into an Hofpital: 
A fimall part of thefe Superfluities would 
relieve the neceffities of many Families, and 
a liberal Heart might purchafe Heaven ar 
an eafier rate, than the furniture of this 
Clofet coft the Owner of it. Nor is this 
practice fo unallied toa fault, as to efcape 
a punifhment even in this World; thefe 
Courtiers of Applaufe being oftentimes re- 
duced to live in want, even in the midft of 
a plentifl Fortune ; thefe coftly trifles fo 
enstoffing all that they can fpare, thar they 
miuift fometimes deny themfelves things: 
convenient, and perhaps almoft neceflary, 
to flaunt it out with thofe thar are neither 
the one nor the other, and being frequently 
enough fain to immolate their own incli- 
nations and defires, though perchance | 
f % si and. 


eer) | Baie’ 
innocent, to their Vanity. And thofe 
at have once found the happinefs there is 
a making others happy, will think their 
reafure Pout beftowedin feeding hungry 
ouths, than idle Eyes: The cottly Pra- 
ice I am yet cenfuring, does not onely 
fend Charity, but ftarve it, by fub{tracting 
‘om it that which fhould feed it, and en- 
le itto act like it felf.. And for my part, 
hink, he that devifes, and by his Example 
tings Credit to, a new Expenfive way of 
fanity, docs really deftroy more Poor, 
an if he ufurped an Alms-houfe, or ruined 
| Hofpiral. And by the ill Prefident: he 
aves, he takes the way to be uncharitable, 
en after Death, and fo do harm, when — 
ifers and Ufurers themfelves are wont: 
by their Legacies) to do fome good. 
» conclude, ’tis no very Chriftian practice 
» difobey the Dictates of Piety, without 
aving fo much to plead for fo doing, as the 
tetence of following the Didtates of Cu- 
om: And ’tis a great deal better to be 
thout agay Clofet, than to be withour. - 
rity; which lovelieft of Chriftian vir- 
» fhe muft fare very much want, that 
eedlefsly begin an new Example to_ 
bad one. TNO ag oC 
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REFLECTION X. 


» Upon bas freeing a Lark floop to, aud caught 
bk with, Day-nets. Wot 


3 Eulebius, Lindamor. 


Eufeb. FOor Bird ! thou wert juft now 
Bx.) fo high upon the Wing, that the 
tir'd Gazers fear'd thou hadft lott thy felf 
in Heaven, and inthy fatal ftooping feem’tt 
to have brought us thence a Meflage, thar 
fo rellifhes of that place, that I (hould be 
troubl’d to fee thee fo rudely entertain’d, 
if thar Circumftance were not neceflary to 
the Inftru@ions of thy Meflage ;. fome 
Birds, you know, Lindamor, we ulually be- 
- guile with, Chaff, and others are generally 

__ drawn in by appropriated Baits, and by the 
Mouth, notthe Eye. But the afpiring Lark 
|feems ‘compos’d. of more {prightly, and 
'refin’d Materials, fhe is ever a Natural, 
_ though no Native, Perfian,. and the ‘Sun 
_ makes.not a cloudlefs Vifit to our Horizon; 
which that _gtateful.Creature gives: not a 
welcome to, both by Notes, which, could 
he hear them, he would think worthy of 
him, and by a flight as \afpiring as if fhe 


meant he fhould hear them ; and, in a word, | 
fo confpicuous is this Creatures fondnefs 
of Light, that Fowlers have devis’da way 
o catch her by it, and pervert it to her 
Ruine: For placing broken Looking-glailes 
Ipon a moveable Frame betwixt their Nets, 
he unwary Bird, while fhe is gazing upon 
that glitcering Light the Glafs reflects, and 
porting her felf in thofe Beams, which de- 
rive a new Glory from their very being 
broken, heedlefsly gives into the Keach of 
the furprizing Nets, which faddenly cover 
her, and which the Light ir felf kept her 
from feeing. The Devil is like this Fowler, 
Lindamor, and you, ot 1, had perhaps re- 
fembl’d the unhappy Lark, if fometimes 
Providence did not both graciouily, and fea- 
onably, interpofe, and ev’n when we were 


m 


some near enoughto- have been coyer’d by 
the Nets, refcu’d us from them for it has 
ver been that old Serpent's Policy, and 
Practice, to take the exaGelt meafure of 
+ Inclinations, that he may skilfully fuic 
s Temptations to them; well knowing; 
at that Dexterity gains hima Devil within — 
, that confpires with him without us; to 
ke us Inftances of that Truth which re- 
efents Things divided against themfelves 
ruinous. Xf therefore,’ the Tempter find 
Experience, that you are indif{pos’d to 
: Mm 4 _be. 


ir ity 


Le ee Oe ne me. 
_ be wrought upon by common Temptations, — 
to forget the Prattice of Religion, that yoy 
have Unconcern’dnefs enough not to be 
much diftraGed with the empty and tuiflin 
Chaff, Youth is wont to be caught with, 
(which perhaps feldome employ any of 
your ‘Thoughts fo much as thofe of Scorn, 
and Pity ) that the very Gain and folidey 
Goods of this World (for which many 
thought wife Men lofe thofe of the next ) 
cannot make you fo greedy, nor fo fond of 
them, as he defires. If, I fay, the Devil 
have ‘fuflictently obferv’d how: uneafie it 
were to intice you with common Baits, he 
willalter his Method ftrait, and attempt to 
catch you with Light. He knows as well as 
Ido, that you have a Curiofity, or rather a 
Ereeuach of Knowledge, that is impatient 
_ of being confin’dby any other Limits than 
thofe of Knowledge ir felf'; and accord- 
ingly, feldome, cr perhaps never difturbing 
or frightning you, he will let you freely 
fport your {elf about the glittering Intelle- 
Gual Glafs, Men call Philofophy, and 
fuffer you not onely to: gaze upon. all. its 
pieces, and furvey a pretty Number, but 
peradventure, pry intomore than one; and 
- among fo numerous, and delighting Objects, 
I fear, that if you. will frankly own what 
my own Guile makes me fufped you of, 


i mult confefs,.. That he had. made you 
> fhare your Time, that you fhould {carce 
ave. left your felf any for Heavenly 
Themes, and the Meditation of Death, 
(which confequently might have then fur- 
tis’ you, had irinvaded you ). if Provi- 
dence had not mercifully {natch’d you out 
rom, between the Nets you were allurd — 
0, before you were quite involv’d inthem ;. 

ind by Sicknefs,or elfe, by Means (in 
pther cafes) fo unlikely, as oucward. Di- 
tradions, calf'd your Thoughts, home by 
Iriving them away from thofe! enchanting 
Studies, whofe Light might much likelier 
have betrai’d you into the Net, than have 

SHCWILIE YOU...) sp dugk Hair iyg ae 
_ Lind. Though IL amynot furpris’d to hear 


Eufebius, yet] ameglad to hear @ Scholar 
alk at this tate, and believe with you, that 
Many a one that was neither Crow, nor 
WVood-cock, has perith’d in. this Snare ; 
and we have known but too many great 
holars, -fo intirely taken up with writing, 
d reading of Books, with learning this 
Science, and with: teaching that, that by 
ting themfelves fuch Tasks, as requir’d 
d imploi'd the whole Man, Death has 
difcernedly f{tolP'n upon them, and una- 
ares intruded into: their Studies,’ where 
heir reftlefs. Ambition to inrich the Mind — 
Bec ee aes 
rr 
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never left them the leifure to peepare it, tg 
leave the Body, bur either made them fur. 
pris’d Inftances of that fad -( bur true ) 
Obfervation of Seneca , Plerofque tw ipfa 
Vite apparatu Vita destituit, or elfe made 
their Condition like that of Archimedes, 
who was fo bufie in tracing his Circles, that 
he took no notice of that victorious Enemy 
that came to difpatch him. ue 

’ Eufeb. Tallow, that.’tis the Innocence, 
as well as Pleafure of Knowledge, that 
— ‘deceives thofe Learned Men; but they, as 
well as others, muft remember, that ev’n 
the wholfomeft Meats may be furfeited on, 
and there is nothing more unhealthy,than to 
feed very well, and do but very little Exer- 
cife, And [take itto be as true of the In- 
telleGual, as the Material World, that z 


profits not a Maw if be gain the whole world, 


and lofe bis own Soul. NVhat{oever there- 
fore Philofophers do ‘tell us, of a wife 
Man, that he is no where banith’d, becaufe 
he is a Citizen of the World ; I muft think 
a Chriftian every where an Exile, becaufe 
he is a Citizen of the Heavenly Jerufalem, 
and but a Stranger and a Sojourner bere. It 
~ was not abfolurely in the capacity of the 
Father of Lies, that the Devil boafted, that 
the Earth was his Dominion ; for, as our 
Saviour himfelf ttil’d him, The Prince of thw 
rey : oN world, 
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Id, 1 find, that he has all things here fo 
at his Devotion, that there is no ‘place 
t he cannot Jay an Ambuth in, fince he 
pervert ev’n Light it felf, to hide his 
res. Let us, therefore, hereafter indea- 
our ftillto ftand upon our Guard, as re- 
jembring our felves to bein an Enemy’s 
untry, where Diftruft is the onely Mo- 
r of fafery ; and fince Providence has 
gracioully prefented us a Leffon, our 
ks would not have taught us, againft 
uch a fondnefs of them, as is injurious to 
icty, and dangerous to the Soul; Letus 
pftifie, better than this filly Lark has done, 
hat faying of Solomon, Surely in vain the 
Net 1s (pread ‘tn the fight of any Bird, Let 
jot Philofophy any more take up our Life 
9, asnortoleaveus leifure to prepare for 
Jeath, and ftudy a Science which fhall moft 
enefit us inanother World, and which a- 
e will do fo there: No, we may vifit 
hens, but we fhould dwell at Ferufalem 5 
: may take fome turns on. Paruaffus, hur 
Id more frequent Mount Calwary, and 
-never fo bufie our felves about thofe 
yy things, as to forget that unum Necef[a~ - 
m, that good part which {hall not be taken 
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REFLECTIONS. 


The Lat SECTION. 


VRiptic xian I. 


sein a Child picking the Plums out of a piece 
of Cake bis beetber had sscdh bim for bas 
ahi 


| Ealebin Lindarr. 


TEAK His Child is fo 
\. much one in his 
humour that 
y ‘defpifing meer 
3 Bread , though 
= never. fo nouri(h- 
ing and . whole- 
ile | bis Mother i is iui to difguife the Ma- 
terials of it into Cake, out of a belief that 
the toothfome, would make the nutritive 
a 
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tt go {meothly down: But this lickerith 
uit, fee, defeats her plot, and knows al- 
idy howto nibble off the bait from the 
ok, and cafting by the Meat, make his 
ole Meal of what was meant onely for 
uce, to givea Rellith to what he rejeés 
‘it. This puts me inmind ofthe unwel- 
me fate thofe Papers of mine, that treat 
Devotion, have met with: For when I 
ft was founacquainted with the world, as 
expect that Picty and Vertue were able, 
their native charms, fo much to endear 
my drefs, as to win themfelves adorers 
in 4 plain, or even a fevere one ; I ventur’d 
ome of them abroad, though not in Print, 
yet among my Acquaintance, in a carelefs 
Viatron-like habit, in which I foon found 


e Genius ofthe Age had fadly taught me, 
at I was to alter my Method, that the 
‘oquence of Vertues Sermons: was that 
hich muft attract an Auditory, and engage 
ttentionto them ; and that thofe orders of 
ts, in which fhe employ’d not Rhetorick 
r her Secretary, could not befo much as 
ten’d to, much lefs obey’d, I endeavour’d 
cloath Vertue, though 1iot in. agawdy, in 
Fathionable Habit, and deveftino’ her not 
a onely 


ee ee 
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‘onely of her: Sack-cloth, but “her Blacks 


where I faw fhe appear’d in them with 
Difadvantage, I endeavour'd to give her 


—asmuchof the modern Ornaments of a fing 


Lady, as ¥ could without danger of being 
‘accus’d to have drefs’d herlikea Curtizan, 
This Attempt having not prov’d fo unfuc. 
cefsful, butthat many were pleas’d to af. 
fure me, I had not been unlucky in it, | 
{pent fome time in the felf-denying Exer- 
cife of minding Words; and improving a 


~ Style, 1 hop’dto be ableto improve ‘to Vir- 


tue’s fervice,. and fubduing my Inclinations 
to be fit to’ Teach, as had done to Learn, 
her Precepts; I fome times, for het fake, 
tri’d my Penina fmoother, and more flo- 
rid ftyle, than that which the nature of the 
Studies I was moft addiGted to, made the 
moft familiar to me, flattering my felf with 
4 Belief,that fince my Writings had ufually 
the good fortune not to be if approv'd, | 
might fo happily mingle and interweave 
Inftru@ions with Delight, asto neceflitate 
my Readers to {wallow both together; or at 
leatt bribe them by the latter to entertain 
shevtornere elem) bow ee 
» Lind. You have better luck, as well as 
better skill, than many others; if you find it 


not often to fare with the Fithers of Men as 


it did with thofe other Fifhers, that firlt 


were 


f DS Se Pom Oe , ¥ BU ay 
e honoured with that glorious -Title, 
enthey complainedto our Saviour, thar, 
havetoiled allthenight, and have taken s-s- 
1g. For! {ee that men are grown witty 
ugh to elude what they cannot defpife, 
refemble the deafAdder that {tops her 
ritual ears from hearkening to the voice 
f Charmers,be the Charmer never fo ciin- 
ing. And the kelt Reception that the 
ng'ft Eloquence, that pleads for Piety, 
obtain of them, is but {uch as may ferve 
make that applicable to the Preacher, 
ich God once faid to a. Prophet, Lo 
u art unto them as a very lovely fong of one 
at hath a pleafant votce, and can play well 
pon an Inflrument; For they hear thy wards, 
ut they do them not, But the belt is, that you 
arve a Matter, that isas inclinable to re- 
ratd, as able to difcern; Intentions, and 
oes not make his Eftimates by Events, bur-. 
idges of our Performances, not by the Ef- 
sts they produce, but the AffeGtions they 
low’d from, and the Ends they aim’d at. 
Eufeb, The Difciple is wot above his Ma- 

, wor the Servant above his Lord, And 
erefore, Lizdamer, as I dare not repine 
tthe unfuccefsfulnefs of my Endeavours, 
sIdare think, that whilft it proceeds but 
mthe Obftinacy of others, ‘tis not likely 
be imputed tome by Him that coms — 
plain’d 


ee Ny a 
plain’d Himfelf, That all the day loxg be bey 
Stretch’d forth bis hands to an unperfuadabl, 
and gain-faying people. Otherwife,1 confefy. 
L(hould not have much caufe to be fatisfi’g 
with the Return that all my Indeavours haye 
hitherto brought me home. For Lee tha, 
men can read a Book of Devotion as un. 

concern’dly as they. do a Romance or a Play 

in both of them culling out onely what they 

‘call Wit, and making no better ufe of ir 
than either te exercife or improve their 

own. They hear the moft pathetick. Ser. 

mons, not as Chriftians but Oratours, and 

if in fuch Difcourfes they have been fo juk 

as to praife the Rhetorick, they think they 

may well be excus’d if they over-look the 

Divinity: In fhort,nothing but what gratifies 

their Fancy can leave any Imprellions on 

their Memory, and that it felf, if irtend to 

reform them, makes none on their Affe- 

ions. Andfome whofe happier Pens al- 

low them to do itfar more juftly than I can; 

do complain, That ifadevout Book have 

not good ftore of witty pailages, they will 

tot mind it at all, and ifirhave, they will 

mind nothingelfe. i 

So that, Liadamor, I Chould fometimes 

be difcourse’d from profecuting Endea- 

yours, which, though they now and rhet 
fuccced, are oft-times fo si ded a 
vipa : 7 


not think, with you, that they who las 
pur'to win Souls toGod,are fet on work by 
am, that having no need of our :Perfor- 
ances, fecks in ourfervices but the -op- 
ortunities of exercifing his own Goodneis. 
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ponthe fight, of Sweet-meats; very artificially 
> counterfeited th Wax. fie OEY * 


HE :fhape ,and colours. of. the: belt, 
»& Sweet-meats.of thefe kinds, are here! 
© luckily reprefented by-a. skilful Hand,. 
jat Art {eems to have defign’d rather to ri+ 
al Nature,than barely to imitate Hersand a: 
jover of Junkets thar approches: nat»too’ ~ 
ear to thefe, muft have much quieknefs of 
cht, or but little of appetite, if ftichin- 
tins Objects do} not tempt" Him both to 
iftake and todefire them. But, though at. 
jis diftance thefe alluring SweetSineats ap- 
ear very pleafing; yet if one fhould be fo: 
hadvis’d as torendeavour toreat them, in- 
ead of enjoying them more fully by the 
afte: than heydid by the fight; he Would 
oth {poil and \disficure them, and perhaps « 
effo near choaking himfelf; that he would 1 
ore earneftly with them out of: his’ 
oo ‘mouth, 


aa 


Sane Ree OS : 
geuth, than ever he wifh’d themin i¢ 
‘There are fome pleafures and conditions 
roo in the world; which make fo fine g 
(hew ata diftance, that in thofe that gaze ay . 
them aloof off, they frequently beget eny 
at them, and wifhesfor them; and yet he 
that calmly keholds them takes the ben 
way of enjoying them: fince that which 
whilft’tis but aim’dat, is expected to be 
very fatisfa@tory upon a nearer and fuller 
fruition, would be fo far from proving fo, 
and would fo little be as {weet to the pa- 
late as {pecious:tothe eye, thar it would 
not onely ceafé td»attord them any delight, 
but'‘would make them with they had let 
thofe deluding Sweets alone, and would 
hake attainments more uneafie and trouble. 
fomethan evendefire was. 


| REFLECTION IL. 
a ipo the eating of Oyfters, 
, Engenins, Lindamor: | 
> Eup . X 7Hilt every body elle is conv 
2a WV mrencing thefe Oyfters, either 
with his Tongue or with his Teeth, fo that 


one of the Company fticks nor to fay, 2 
: they 


hey are asmuch worth as ifthey contain’d 
h of them a Pearl, you onely feem as 
concern’d a Speétator, as if you thought 
ir proper ufe, like that of Flowers, were, 
ather to be looked on than to be eaten.’ 
Lind. I confels, Eugentus, that I found 
ny felf more inclinable to refle& on what 
‘ou are doing, than to keep you company 
nit, and whilft Ifaw fuch perfons fo guft- 
ly {wallow thefe extoll’d Fifhes, ‘the fight 
ead me to take more notice than perhaps 
ou have done of the ftrange power of Edu- 
Peron anid Cuftorasy! os one Oe Foy 
? Eag.And what, I pray you, has Cuftom 
DS dovwelireyiters re un Rhea aes 
- Lind. You will foon know that, if I tell 
ou,thar I was confidering, on this occafion,’ 
jow forward we are to think ether Nations 
bfurd or barbarous for fuch praices; that 
ither the fame, or little better, may ‘be 
snd unfcrupled at among our felves 5 and. 
cknowledge it to be one of the chief ad- 
ages account my felf to have obrain’d 
Travels, that as Ido not eafily ad= 
te, fo I am nét forward to deride; the 
iGtice of any People for being New, and: 
Mnot apt cothink, their Cuftoms muit be: - 
herefote: worfe than ours, becaufe they . 
idely differ fromthem.: 88 Fe Be 
EI could give you ftore of Inftances to ju 
Nu2 :  fttfie 


+ ' ei 470 4 i —_— 
ftifie this impartiality, but becaufe the ci, 
cumftances of cating and drinking are thot 
which make men; with the greareft con, 
fidence, term other Nations. Bruttih aad 
Barbarous, I will confine my felf to-fome 


‘Examples of that nature...) |) a. 
‘We impute it fora barbarous cuftom to 
many. Nations of the Jidzans, that like 
Beafts they eat raw Fleth, And pray’ how 
much is that worfe than our eating raw 
Fifh, as.we do in eating thefe Oyfters > 
Nor is this a praGtice of the rude Vulgar 
onely, but of thé politeft and niceft perfons 
among us, fuch as Phyficians, Divines, “and 
even Ladies. And our way of eating feems 
much. more barbarous» than theirs, . fince 
they. are wont to kill before they eat, bur 
we fcuple not to devour Oysters alive, aid 
kill. them, not with our Hands or Teeth, 
but with our Stomachs, where ( for ought 
we know) they begin to be digefted be- 
fore they make an end of dying. Nay fome- 
times when we dip them in Vinegar, we 
may, for, fauceto one bit, devour alive a 
{chole of, Jittle Animals, which, whether 
they be Fithes or Worms, Iam not fo fure, 
aslam, that Lhave, by the help of conve- 
pient Glaffes, {een great numbers: of them 
fwimming up and down in Iefs than a Saw- 
cer fullof Vinegar.’ . : 


| aes 6 lie ‘jl 
’edeteft and defpife fonre other Na- 
ns, for feeding upon Caterpillars’, 
{s-hoppers, and other Infetts; and 
ers, for feeding upon Carrion, and ftink- 
food. * loyal Menai ns: 
And do not many of ys doas bad, when 
not onely eat, but extoll, rotten Checte, 
ofe Livid Colour fufliciently ‘betrays its 
trefaCtion, and whofe odious’ {mell of- 
ends moft mens Nofes, and turns fome 
hens Stomachs ? Nay, woen this Cheefe is 
rown to that hich degree of. rottennefs 
jat our critical palats like it belt in, we 
hen devour whole hundreds of Mites, 
vhich are really crawling Infeéts, bred out 
f Putrefaction, and thefe too are fo nume- 
gus and little, that our greedinefs makes us 
[low many of them alive. i 
‘Among the Savagelt Barbarians we 
une the Cannabals, and as for’ thofe 
mong them qHar kill ten to eat them, rheit 
humane cruelty cannot be too much de- 
ed; but to count them fo bardarous 
rely upon the {core of feeding on man’s 
and bloud, is to forget chat woman’s . 
k, by which alone we feed our fucking 
dren, is, according to the received 
inion, ‘but blanched Bloud ; and that 
mmy is one of the ufual Medicines 
amended and given’ by our Phyficians 
Na for 
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; a die f ; 
for falls and bruifes, and in other cafes too; 
And if we plead that we ufe nor Mumm, 
for food, but Phyfick, the Jvdtans may eg. 
fily anfwer, that by our way of ufing man’, 
fleth, we do oftentimes but protraé fick. 
nefs and pain, whereas they by their, 
maintain their health and vigour. And there 
is no reafon why it fhould be allowable to 
eat Broth, for inftance, ina Confumption, 
and be condemnable to feed upon it to main. 
tain health. Fae eh 
» Butlaftly, as the higheft degree of Bru. 
tifhnefs, our Travellers mention the pra- 
ice of the Soldanians at the Cape of Good 
hope, who not onely eat raw meat, but, if 
they,be hungry, eat the guts and all of their 
Cattle, with the Dung in them. I will nor 
an{wer, thatI know feveral among us, (and 
perhaps fome fair Ladies too) ii to pre- 
vent the Scurvy andthe Gout, drink their 
own or Boy’s Urine : nor .that women 
themfelves do oftentimes take Parmacitty 
Anwardly, though the Latin name (Sperms 
Cett) {ufficiently declare what excretion of 
a Whale itis ( though perhaps midtakenly) 
believed to be: nor yet that under the name 
of Album Gracum, Dogs dung is commonly 
given to Patients ofall forts and qualities 
againtt fore Throats: nor will I mention, 
that in Holland’tis ufual, as L have feen at 
tae (| Elly 


\t99) 
If, to mingle Sheep’s dung. with their 
dheefes, onely to give them acolour -and 
relifh: Bue I will rather demand, how 
wich le{s we do our felves, than what'we 
pominate in thofe Savages, when we de- 
four Oylters whole, ‘guts, excrements, and 
Il ; nay,;whew not for Phyfick, but onely for 
Delicacies 5 our Courtiers, and Ladics 
semfelves are wont to. make fawce for the 
dies of Lobfters of that green ftulf, which 
s indeed their Dung : And to thefe I could 
idd other Examples, ifI were not afraid to 
livert you too long from fo. much pleafure 
IS i Compaiy feems to take in eating raw 
 Eug. You put mein mind ofa fancy of 
Boyle, who was faying, that 


our Friend Mr. B 
ehad thoughts: of making a (hort Roman- 
ick Rory, where the Scene fhould be laid 
n fome Ifland ofthe Southern Ocean, go- 
fern'd by fome fuch rational Laws and 
dins asthofe of Utopia or the New di- 
#,andinthis Country he would intro- 
ce an Obferving Native, that upon his re- 
n home from his Travels made in Europe, 
uld give an account of our Countries 
manners, under feign’d Names, and 
uently intimate in his Relations, ( or in 
“Anfwers to Queftions that fhould be 
dehim ) the reafons of his wondring to 


find our Cuftoms fo ‘extravagant and 
fering from thofe of his Country, For y al 
Friend imagin’d, that by fuch a way of ie 
pofing many’ of our practices, we thoulg F 
our felves be brought unawares ‘to com 
demn, or perhaps laugh at them; and thoujg_ 
atleaft ceafe to wonder to find other Ny. 
tions think them as extravagant, as Wed 
think the manners of the Dutch and spa. 
aiards, as they are reprefented in our Tra, 
vellers Books.: ; wo otob aaa 
* Ltad.1 diflike not the proje&, and with 
it were profecuted Ly fome Body, ‘that’ be. 
ino‘impartial were more a. friend to. Fables, 
For when I confider, that the name of Bay. 
barian' was given by theg 
ples ofthe Earth, the Greeks : 
not onely to all the reft of the World; but 
to'one another, ‘though both thofe Nations 
were highly civiliz’d, and the courtly Per. 
frans,and othet ‘voluptuous Afiatzcks, were 
perhaps no lefs fo than they; I doubt that 
moft Nations in ftileing one anothers Man- 
‘hers extravagant and abfurd, are guided 
more by Education and Partiality than Rea- 
fon, and: that welaugh at many Cuftoms’ of 
Strangers’ onely becaufe wwe never wete 
bred to them, and prife many of our ow# 
onely becaufe we never confider’d them. 
And we may well believe thar Cuftom - 
ee ! | muc 


a 
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rger Empire than men feem to be 
f, fince whole Nations are’ wholly 
dby it, thatdo not reckon themfelves- 
ng its Subjects, nor fo much as dream 
ey are fo. sinc Unga : 


REFLECTION IV. 


4 Laathorn and Candle carrt d by, On A 
dy wight, are Pir 


there are few Controverfies more 
important, fo theré » are’ not many, 
have beenmore curioufly'and warmly 
ed, than the Queftion, Wherher a 
ick or a private life be preferrable 2 But 
s this may ‘be much of the nature of 
her Queftion, WVhether ‘a’ marri’d 
for: a fingle ought rather to be chofen > 
being beft determinable by the Cir- 
ances of particular cafes. For though 
finitely fpeaking, one of the two may 
advantages above the other, yet they 
ot fogreat, but that {pecial Circum- 
es may makeeither of them the more 
ble to particular perfons. They that 
themfelves furnith’d with Abilities to 
e their Generation in a publick capa- 
_and Vertuegreat enough to refift the 
Po: Temptations, 


‘Temptations, to which {uch a condition .. 
wfually expos’d, may not onely be allows 
to embrace fuch an Employment, “big | 
oblig’d to feck it. But he whofe parts ane 
too mean to qualifie him to govern other 
and perhaps to enable him to govern him. 
~ felf, or manage his own private Concerns. 
or whofe Graces are fo weak, thar ’tis lef 

to his Vertues or to his ability of refittin 

than to his care of fhunning the occafions of 
fin, that he ows his efcaping the Guilt of it, 
had better deny himfelf fome opportunities 
of doing Good, thanexpofe himfelf to pro. 
bable Temptations, For there is fuch a kind 
of difference betwixt Vertue thaded by a 
private, and (hining forth ina publick life, 
asithere is betwixta Candle‘carri’d aloft in 
the open air, and inclofed in a Lanthorn s in 
the former place it gives more light, but 
inthe latter ‘tis in lefs danger to be blown 
out. 
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PREELECTLION Y, . 


zs the fir Audience of the Ruffian Extra- 
ordinary Embaffadour, at which be made bis 
Emperour’s Prefents, ‘ : 


ee the general ExpeCtation that there 
vill be here this night a Magnificent Ap- 
arance, has produc'd one, Rnd as it of- 
n happens in publick Shews, that the chief 
4 them isiuade by thofe that come to 
them: fo here, befides them whofe Du- 
bligesthem to attend at the Solemnity, 
eis agreater concourfe of fine people 
her Sex, than any thing of this nature 
for thefe many years occafion’'d. And 
nely many of the Ladies wear in their 
bands little lefs vivid colours, than thofe 
eir faces, and arefer out with Jewels 
oft as {parkling as their Eyes, ( which 
he Courtiers think were able to warm 
uffian. hearts, though all the Ice and 
w of their Country guarded them) but 
Men themfelves are naany of them as 
ly andas_ richly drefs’d, asif even they 
me as well tobe feen as to fee. And if 
Embaffadour be, whata man of his Em~- 
ment fhould be, ( and what fome ay 


he is) a Perfon acquainted with the yo. 
ners of Men, he cannot but know, The 
we, aS other’s Nations,value our own Ea. : 
fhions enough, tolookupon Men difenisg 
by the Rujiaa drefS, as little better than An. 
ticks; if horas fome new kind of Northery | 
Animals, But for all this Gazing throne of 
Gawdy {pectators, that were able to pin 
an Belitiaty Stranger out of Countenance, 
to appear ina Habit differing from theirs. 
the Embafladour, and thofe that come alone 
with him, think it not fit. to decline the 
Ruffian habit or Ceremonies, for the Eng. 
lifb, but keep to the Ceremonies us’d’ ip 
Mufcovy, as {trictly as if the Monarch of it 
that fenr them hither faw them here; and 
re net ‘difcouras’d from rhis Manly pro- 
ceeding, by feeing themfelves ftar'd at for 
it byanumber of Gawiy {pe&acors, thar 
wear Cloaths, and ufe Ceremonies, fo dif 
fetirg from theirs. And what ever thofé 
may think of ‘the Emba‘fadour, ‘that are) 
wontt to eftinate Men by the fathionablenefs 
of their Cloaths ; “yet thé Wifer and more 
Intelligent do not blame him, for refufing 
to difparage the Fafhions of his own people, 
by appearing afham’d’of them ; but, do 
rather think it prudent in him, to prefer the 
pleafing of his Mafter, and his own ‘Coun- 
try-men, before the yratifying of ae | 
a ine 
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snot here, but at home, that he ex. 
recompence of his Behaviour, and 


chi 5. when a Chintian > Who belongs to 
veleftial } King, and whole \C1tzze on -{bip, is 
Men bein but a Stranger upon Earth, 
fes among the Men of the. ‘World, 


requir’ ‘d by Pridente, as. leh of 
liance “as is allow’d by Innocence s, 
when there happens’ “an Occafion, 
nereii he cannot comply with the de- 

‘d Cuftoms of thofe among whom he 
Sy without difobeying Him for whom 
ives, and whofe Servant hei is, or doit 
thing that would derogare from a3 
lity ‘of a Perfon related to fucha Ma~ 
‘he will then lefs confider what t “may 
ought of him by.a “Multitude, than. 
- Account he is to render, to him, who 
forbidden Men to ) follow a Multitude. to, 
ul, And, as he knows, That his: teward. 
Id be much lefs than he reckons: upon, 
“were a thing to be receiv’d on Earth,, 
in Heaven: . So, how firanoé and una 
le foever his C onformity td. the 
ers a own Soveraion may appear he 
és rather to difpleate’ Men than God, 
as both feeing, ‘and being eenby, 
atts Tavili ble, 


(206) i 


A Continuation of the Difcourfe, 


Nd this ought to be more eafie to him : 
MA than their Singularity is to the Rug. 
ans, I have been mentioning ; for wheregg 
_thefe, if they be knowing, and impartia} _ 
réfufe our Modés and Rites, not becaufs 
they are worfe, but onely Lecaufe they are 
other ‘than thofe of theit Country , he rec 
fufes to conform to the forbidden fathions 
of: this World, not for their being different 
from thofe of the Kingdome he belongs to, 
_ but for their being bad, and condemn’d b 
Him that cannot err : VVhereas, of the 
oppofite practices, the fame infallible Judge 
ees by the mouth of a Perfon by 
. — - hinvinfpir’d, that thefe ave the good things, 
_ Teus3. 8. ane the profitable unto Men. And whereas, 
| thefe Strangers fee nothing in this magni- 
ficent Affembly, whofe Fafhions they de- 
cline, fit to be defpifed, but fee fome Per- 
fons in it, to whom they pay a great re- 
{pe@, and who deferve it upon another. 
account,than that of their wearing Crowns; 
thofe that are Loyal'to Virtue, have cauf€. 
to look upon thofe they refufe to be like; 
witha noble, and juft Indignation, ‘as Per- 
fons that have degraded themfelves, and by: 
: wnwors 
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y Practices blémifh’dy and almoft 

ed, the Dignity of their Nature, and 
obler Title of Chriftians, And, 
eas thefe Afufcovites are morally cet- 
that we fhall never prefer their Fas 
‘to our own; the Chriftian has as. 
an aflurance, that thofe, whofe Pra- 
9s he diflents from, will one day re- 
» that theirs diflented from his, and 
with they had imitated ‘what they now 
to fcorn. - And however, when he 
ome tothe celeftial City he belongs 
willbe in no danger to be derided for 
e of Piety, fince thofe, thar deride, 
_ will not be admitted there. And as © 
Ruffians could not take.a better way 
lat of not {neaking,. to avoid the ha-. 
heir Rites and Perfons undervalu’d 5 
a Chriftian, not to bluth ar his unfa- 
bleft Practices, feems the hopefulleft 
© keep.them and him from ‘being 
nd, efpecially with thofe, who having 
nfelves no Quality better than Conf- 
ce, value it moft in others,:: And fure 
vere a:very unlikely way to keep others 
def ay the Cuftoms of the Heavenly — 
tufalem, for him thar belongs to.it to 

pear alham’d of them himfelf. Nor 
We pious Perfons caufe to be our of Coun- 
ce, at the fingularicy ev'n of a ftrictly 
virtyous 


we 
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Wirtuous Deportment, fince, béing (ay 4 
Scripture tells us fuchMen in general grey, 
fellow Citizens with the Sarmts and Dom ) 
fticks of God , they cannot juftly be bland 
if they afpire to be as like as they can hepe? 
to thofe, whom they defireand hope tobe 
-perfecly.like hereafter. »And it the-Ap 
gels (as the Scripture in: feveral. places 
feems to intimate) are witnefles of oy, 
A@ions, the fmalleft number of unfahj. 
énable good Men, may, upon that {core, fay 
to one another, as the Propher did to his 
Servant, upon the account of the Heavenly 
~ ‘Hoft that furrounded him; Fear not for they 
that be with us ave more than they that be wath 
them: And:the approbation of thefe ill. 
minated, happy, and glorious. Spirits, is 
fure more confiderable than that of mortal, 
and, which is worfe, of fenfual Men; whe: 
ther we. confider their Number, or ‘theit 
Judgments; «And however, the: Day will 
‘come, when thofe thar defpifehis Siagulat 
tity, will envy his Happinefs ; one wel- 
coming fmile from Chrift will make him 
amends for all the {cornful :finiles of Sinful 
men; And the fentence’of Abfolution, and 
Blifs, folemnly. pronounc’d before « God,’ 
Angels, and Men, willonot onely recom’ 
pence him forthe World’s Difetteem, but 
(hew that he did not deferve it. i 


RE: 


PREBLECTION Vi. @” 
athe fight-of Rofes and Tulips growing 


wear one another. 


q iso uncommon a thing to fée Tulips 
Blatt till Rofes come to’ be blown; 
it the feeing them in this Garden’ grow 
het, as itdeferves my notice; fome- 
s it{hould fuggeft to me fomé Refles _ 
or other on it. And perhaps it may 
€ an iMmproper one, to compare the 
ence betwixt thefe two kinds of Flow- 
to the difparity which I have often ob- 


be an. 


d, betwixt the Fates of thofe ‘young 


fe that havea lefs degree of Beauty re~ 
penc’d by the Accellion of ‘Wir, Dif- 
on, and Virtue: For Tulips, wail 
are frefh, do indeed by the Luftre, and 
dnefs, of their Colours, more delight 
e than’ Rofes; burthen they donot 
quickly fade, but as foon as they have 
hat frethnefs, and gawdinefs, that foly 
lear’d them, they degenerate into things | 
t onely undefirable,burdiftattful ; where- 
Rofes, ‘befides’ the moderate ‘Beauty. 
ifclofe to the Eye, ( which is fuffict-* 
Qo ene 


ent to pleafe, though not to charm jg) 
not onely keep their Colour longer ‘tha, 
Tulips, buc when that decays, retain a per 
fim’d Odour, and divers ufetul Qualities 
and Virtues, that furvive the Spring, and pe. 
commend them all the Year. Thus thofe 
unadvis’d young Ladies, that becaufe Na. 
ture has given them Beauty enough, defpife 
all other Qualities, and ev'n that regula, 
Diet which is ordinarily requifite to make — 
Beauty ir felt lalting, not‘onely are won - 
to decay betimes, bur as foonas they have 
loft that Youthful frethnefs, that alone en- 
dear'd them, quickly pafs from being Ob. 
jects of Wonder, and Love, to be fo of, 
Pity, if not of Scorn ; Whereas thofe thar 
were as follicitous to enrich their Minds, 
as to adorn their Faces, may not onely with 
a mediocrity of Beauty be very defirabl 
whil’ft chat lafts, but notwithftanding the 
recefs of that, and Youth, may; by the fra- 
grancy of their Reputation, amd thofe Vir- 
tues and Ornaments of the Mind, that Time 
do’s but improve, be always fufficiently 
endear’d to thofe that have merit enough 
to difcern,and value,fuch Excellencies ; and 
whofe Efteem and Friendthip is alone worth 
their being concern’d for. In a word, they 
prove the happieft, as well as they are the 
wifelt, Ladies, that. whil’ft they pale i, 
defir- 


> Qualities that Youth is wont to 
>, neglect not the acquift of thofe that 
gecannottake away, 


| REFLECTION Vu 


aken out of the 24 Book of the. * Mar- "42 #- 


anh et niet eetey ublith’e 
tyrdom of Theodora, and turn’d into — bicce 2 
an Occafional Meditation.) be Aue 
o / i ie HERS f tor’ s. 


in the fight of a Branch of C ut among a 
reat Prince’s Colleétion of Curiofittes, 


HE prefent and future condition ofa. 
Chriftian, efpecially of a Martyr, is 
ill reprefented by what we take notice. 
in Corral, for whilft:thac Shrub yet lives, 
‘remains faftned toits native earth or. 
,irgrows in anobfcure Region of the 
Id, and-is perpetually {urrounded, and 
er-flown, by the brackith and’ unpleafaac 
ers of the Sea, and oftentimes expos’d 
y the irregular agitations of its waves. 
ides, the fubftance of this Plant (as 
fe thar (hould know inform us) is but. 
ft and tender under water, and irs colour 
at {ad and unlively : nor isit, like the Tus 
or the Rofé-buth, adorn’d with any plea- 
verdure, and much lefs does it flourifh 
| ATO 20 


Ort” fait) ° 1 a eRe ME RENT SPs 
j ~““— 
wap ‘ 


with pawdy colours. And whilft it tomgi, 
under water, the exccllency of it does 


little difclofe ir felf, that men fail ova 5 


CE 
without fufpecting-or dreaming they. hail x 
any thing of precious under their feet; ang 
by the fithes,in whofe Region 3 orrather Ee, 
ment, it grows, ‘tis pals’d by wholly un. 
regarded ; Bur when this unheeded Corral. 
comiés to be torn off from its root, and 
pluck’d out of his foil, and fo is kill’d in the 
capacity ofa Plant, it then exchanges the 
dark and unquiet place it, was confin’d to, 
fora more elevated and lightfome Region ; 
and inftead of fhariag the fate of common 
Shrubs and Flowers, firft to degenerate_in- 
to fading colours and offenfive {mells, and 
then to perifh, either by tottennefs or fire, 
our Corral, by the violence offer’d to it, 
acquires a delightful rednefs, together with _ 
afolidity and adurablenefs, that makes it 
a thing fo lovely and immortal, that it 
ferves for an Ornament, for the Cabinets of 
the Curious ; and what ftupid Fifhes do not 
at all regard, thofe nobler Creatures, Men, 
do fo highly prife, that oftentimes it finds 
place even among the Rarities of Princes. 
+ Thus, atrue Chriftian, whilft he is yet 
confin’d to the Region of the Animal Life, 
lives oftentimes in an ob{cure and low con- 
dition, and fas from that profperous fate 
Vy wherein 


| (213) 
the world’s Favourites are wont 
ourifh, he is almolt” perpetually ex. 
ro preflures and afflitions, and either 
-menconfider him not atall, or thofe 
look’ at his out-fide onely are apt, to 
ife him, becaufe it is fo homely, And 
ot onely in fuch a (feemingly forlorn) 
ition, as made «he Pfalmiit complain 
méelf, that all the waves pafs'd over. bun; 
( like chofe Plants of Corral, thar, not 
ving fo near the hoary are conttantly 
rd with water, as well as fometimes 
der’d by {torms:) the calamities thar 
sit were, over-whelm him, are never“ 
ther remoy’d, even. in the intervals of 
tempeltuous Fs which increafe his 
ffes : But when the-violence of fick- 
or the fury ofa Perfecutor hall have 
vaway hislife, he muftbeshen tran- 
ted into a higher and, happier Region, —s_ .. 
Gions and Diftreffes. will be all left be- 
And when the fenfual Idolizers of 
Bodies» fhall. be condemn’d to have 
asloathfome as were their Minds; and 
treftlefs as their guilry Confciences, His _ 
dy will obtain new and glorious Qua- 
like that of his Redeemer, and his: 
‘fhall find no lefs happy a Transtigu=.. ... 
n, * the mortal part will befwallored up 4 
fe, that perfettion which is but ta) part 3 Siete. 
are jell 


i] 


| ee a 
floall be done away, And thefe newly ‘ac 
quir’d Excellencies of the whole man, yin 
never after vanifh or decay. And he ¢ 4h 
liv’d unregarded by the ftupid Inhabitangs 
of the earth, (hall be joyfully welcom’d ind 
to the bleft fociety of Celettial Spirits, ang 
what is infinitely more, be gracioufly we}. 
conrd aud dignifi'd by the Son’ of Gog 
himfelf. Men thould not therefore, by g 
Chriftiatis prefent ftate, take their meafures 
of his future fate, but rather fhould te. 
member that he who faid of fuch, They fhal] 

pals. ie be mine inthe day when 1 make up my *(vecial 
~ 16H ”* treafures, is one whofe Eftimate of Perfons 
_ and Conditions we may fafely rely upon, 

fince ‘he is able to make any of chem infalli< 

bly fuch as he pleafes to pronounce them, 

and confequently we may look upon the 
conftane’ Chriftian’s differing “condition,” 

x Joh.3.2. with his eves that faid, We are now the Sons 
- of God, and 1t does not (indeed) yet appear 
what we fhallbe, but we know that when he 
flall appear, we {hall be like HI at; who 

would be like himfelf alone, did nor his 
yoodnefs vouchfafe toexalt thofe that love 

ote to alikenefs, which makes them very 

unlike the glorioufeft things we here ad- 

mire; by incomparably tranfcending them. 
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n the fight of the effetts of a Buruing- 
ea | 


Tisa faultincident to many good men, 
obe too much indifpos’d to entertain 
Precepts of Vertue, as fuch excellent 
ngs deferve, in cafe thofe that teach them 
praGife them. There are roo many 
do not think themfelves oblic’d totake 
the wholefomett advice from thofe, 
m they fee more careful to give it 
rs, than to follow it themfelves. And 
of them are fo nice, that they will 
se reada Book of Devotion, unlefs te 
e,like that St. Fobz eat in the Apocalypfe, 
“the hand of an Angel. But for my 
though I hope Thoth value and defire 
ous Preachers as muchas the reft of. 
Brethren, yet I think it would be much 
1€ injury of Scripture and of Reafou, if 
fhould fiffer the perfonal faules of men 
eep them from doing that good, their 
€ fits them for. The Etymology of the 
fpel importing irs being welcome news, 
pity that any one that teaches it fhould 
have a title to the Chara&ter David — 
a. ef gave. 


gave Abimaaz, of whom he faid, 


vi Rare fF —— 
| av ee that he ge 
4 good man, and brings good tidings, But mp _ 
defiroufnels of piety ina Preacher is moll . 
for others fake thanmine. For Iknow p ;, | 
why Truth; which is an intelle@ual thine 
fhouldlofe its nature by any moral vitione 
nefs in the Propofer. Uknow there is fome. 
thing extraordinary in the cafe of Nogh. 
who awoke from his Wine and immed; 
ately prophefied, and yet the Event verif?g 
his Predictions, Our Saviour inftruSting hig _ 
Difciples about the Scribes. and Phatifces, 
who fate in Adofes’s Chair, at che fame time 
commands them to conform to their Do. 
rine, when he forbids them to imitate 
their Example. The Wife-men did not the 
Jefs find Chrift at Bethlehem, thotich the 


- Priefts and Pharifees fent them without ac- 
companying them thither... And the Affy. 


viaa General was cured of his. Leprofie by 
following the Prophet’s. prefctiption con- 
vey'd him by that Gebazr, who, by his un- 
worthy carriage in that. bufinefs, tranf 
planted (if I may fo fpeak) that foul. Difeafe 


into himfelf and his pofterity. J will there- 


fore confider Sermons more than Preach- 
ers: Foras ina Burning-glafs, though the © 
Sun-beams do but illuftrate, not heat, ir in 
their paflage,"they may yet, by irs affiftances 
kindle fubjeGts that are more difpofed to 

: recelve 


their actidti : Sothofe very Truths 
tions of a learned Preacher, which 
t enlighten him, may inflame his 
s, and kindle in their hearts the love 
od. And as ifa Perfume be {et on fire 
e Beams projected through a Burning- 
(which they do not fo much as warm 
eir paflase) the Scent is no lefs odori- 
s and grateful, than if ic, had been 
uc’d by’ an actually burning coal. So 
er is that Devotion whichis kindled 
e Eloquence of an indevout Preacher, 
whit. the lefs acceptable to God for 

not being . themfelves affeGted with 
Zeal they beget in’ others. And 
‘the Book of Kings relates of El{ha’s 
es, contains’ a far greater Miracle in 
Hiftorical, than in the Allegorical fenfe, 
hich ’tis no fuch wonder to {ee, 4 man 


d to life by a dead Prophet, 
(RERLECTION 21X.15,55, 


Upon the finding a Horfe-fboe in ihe a 
High-way, + ce a ee 


He common people of this Country 
L have a Tradition, that tis a. luck 
g to find a Horfe-fhoe. And though 
os hate "twas 


Bt 8h a. | 
*rwas to make my felf metry with this fon 


conceit of the fuperftitious Vulgar, I ftoget 
to take thisup; yet now Lobferve in jy. 
Circumftance thar may, for ought I know, | 
fomewhar juttifie che Tradition. Pot I take | 
notice, thar though Horfe-thoes are Kt 
travelling wornout, yet ifthey had a fenie 
of their own condition, ic might afforg 
them fome confolation in it, that the fame 
Journeys that watte them make them both 
ufeful and bright. WWVhereas, though the 
Horfe-fhoe Ihavetaken up have not been 
confum’d upon the account of travelling, 
it hasbeen eaten up by ruft, which wattes 
itas well as Attrition would have done, 
but does not give it the lultre ic would have 
receivd from that. I meet with many, 
who, very unmindful that He who was 
juttly ftyl’d the Wife-man, whofe counfel 
it was, that whatever our hand finds to do, 
we fbould do tt with all our might, Oe, 
make it the main bufinefs of their life 
merely to lengthen it, that are far more fol- 
licitous to live long, than well; and would 
not undergo the leaft labour, or endure the 
leaft hardihip, to dothe greateft Good, 
but had rather lofe an hundred opportunities _ 
of ferving God, or obliging Men, than one 
Entertainment, or an hours fleep, and all 
this under the pretence of minding thet 
Health, 
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th, and complying with the DiGates 

If-prefervation. But I have often 

vd too, that evn thefe jolly People 

feldome: have a ferious Thought, but 

to avoid ferious Imployments, may; 

aking their whole : Lives a Succeffion 

ivertifements, or rather a conftant Di- 

on from the true end of them, make 

Lives indeed thereby ufelefs, bur not 

Jimmortal. And truly, Feavers, Plu- 

, and other acute Difeafes, that are 

bread, befides thofe numerous fatal — 

hat are caught by Contagion, and a ' 

itude of Cafualties, do cut off fomany 

re they reach old Age, in comparifon 

hofe, thatthe Diligence, and Induftry, 

os'd by Religion, or Curiofity, dettroy, 

I think fo ‘great a fear of ufing the 

y for the interefts of the Soul, and'of 

whom we owe both, do’s very little 

e his Difciples, who faid, That 

s his Meat to do the will of God that Joh. 4.34. 

him, and to’ accomplifh bis work, The ! 

ble of Thirfting, and Sweating, and 

dreffing, would to an ingenious Man be 

it juft recompenc’d by the bare pleafures _ 

Eating, and Drinkirg, and Sleeping, to - 

nfine an honeft and inquifitive Perfon 

om thofe, which he looks upon as the al- 

oft onely Manly employments, the - 
aa : Ay cile 


cife of Virtue, and the purfuit of x, 
dedge, by telling him, that -fuch a ells 
‘ance may protra& his Life; is, to profi j 
a thing upon a* condition that deftroys gp. 
endand ufe of its; and he will look y “| 
it, as if youfhould offer him a Horfe, Dto. 
vided he will not ride him, or a Perfpective. 
glafs, upon condition he fhall not draw j. 
out, for:fear the Air fhould, as it fome. 
times do's, impair the Glaifes.. A Heaven. 
born Soul would {carce think it worth while 
to ftay here below, if its work muft be, no, 
to imploy the Body, .but to tend it. Thofe 
that Bt unreafonably aftaid to {pend thei 
— Spirits, ace in fome regards lefs excufable 
than Mifers themfelves ; for though both 
hoard up things’ that .carmor be better in- 
joy'dthan by being parted with, the chief 
ufes for which they were intculted with 
them ;, yet inthis, thofe I blame are more 
cénfurable than. the Covetous themfelves, 
fince thefe,by their Niggardlinefg,can avoid 
{pending their Money, but the others, by 
their Lazinefs, cannot avoid the Confump- 
tion of their time. I knew.a Man thay be 
Prodigal of himfelf, as well. as his Eftate, — 
and that both thofe Profufions are” faults, 
and therefore fit to be declin’d, But if 1 
could not fhun both the Extremes, certain- 
ly, fince we all muft Dye, and the queftion 

is 


ee Fe? : 


moft that canbe hop'd for, is not’ 

privilede’d from Death, kur onely 
ge longer repriv’d ) but whether we 
rather indeavour to lead a Life, mean, 
rofirable, a few more days, or a 
fous Life, fora fomewhat lefs number 


ife quickly, than ufelefsly ; for he 
ys out himfelf for Eternity, if he lofe 
ortion of his’ time apon that account, 
fooner put into poileffion of an In- 
ble ftock of it; whereas thofe, who, 
hey may Live long, meanly forgo the 

Living, and feek, by Lazinefs, to 
€& an infignificant ftay on Earth, 
ld, fhould they reach their Aim,add ra- 
to their Years than to their Life. | 


REFLECTION X. 


handfome Ladies, ; 


Genorio, Lindamor, Eufebius. 


ty, where many that come but 
, to 


hether or no we will Live for ever} 


hem ? I fhould rather chufe to fpend ~ 


a the Shop of an ugly Painter rarely Bx she 
well ftor’'d with Prcures, of very Hague, 


1 Fie a a decent Shop of Beau- © 


Bis Agi 


- Hearts for it; the Shop being fo wel] a 


# 


sli rea nN Dit “i kidd igs Ps = a 
to wonder, meet with Love, and ey’y Ww 
they buy, not what they like, Pay t 


nith’d, that Beauty feems here to haya 
aflum'd all the variety of Features, and 
Complexions, fhe can be drefs’d in, and { 
exquifitly to have fitted all Gazers, wid, 
propane ra and attractive Objegs, thay 
nothing but. an. abfolute Incapability of 
Love, is here able to protect them from, 
that Paffion; which, not to refent amon 
fo many: infpiring Wonders, ‘were one 
If in thefe Faces, the Originals equal the 
Tranfcripts, if Art have not flatter’d Na. 
ture, and attempted more to inftrud thay 
imitate her;, and if the Painter have nor 
eleGted, rather to have his Pieces lik’d, than 
like, here are Apologies for Love, that can 
procure it, not onely Pardons, but Profe- 
lites, I muft (in that cafe)’ add, thar 
there are more Suns than-one, whofe Bright- 
nefs, ev'n by RefleGion,can dazle ; here are 
Princefles more illuftrious for the Blood 


that lightens in their Cheeks, than for that 


which runs in their Veins, and ‘who, like 
victorious Monarchs, can conquer at a di- 
ftance, and captivate by Proxie. °° 7) 
. Eufeb, 1 fear, Genorio, that you are fo 


_ tranfported. with your Text, that you will’ 
Quite forget (if ever you intended it ): to 


make 


cea Homily upon it: For you talk at 
arate, as if you were about to lofe, 
iGtures of Ladies, the liberty, your 
nd Mr. Boyle would be thought to have 
defended againft their Originals, and 
d, that it might add tothe other Re- 
blances you fo admire betwixt them, 
yoth of them were made Enemies to 
ipuinefs, lan: 
wad. 1 prefume, Gexorio will willingly 
w me, to ferve him at chis turn; for 
ether or no he meant us a Reflection, 
we charms or other he has met with in 
fe Pictures, feem to have fo arrefted his 
gughts, as well as his Looks, thar we 
1ot have them haftily deliver’d from 
pleafing a Captivity; and the Know- 
sdge I alone, of us three, have of the 
Mrawer of thefe. PiCures, fupplies me with 
-ircumftance, without which, I thould 
i" hc Eufebtus is by, offer at an Occa- 
al Meditation : But upon this adyan-. 
e, I thall venture to rel you, That the 
bing I was confidering, was, that though 
mnetr have drawn fome Pieces, as: 
dfome as Lovers think, or with their 
refles, and fome (as they tellme) fo 
5 that an adtual Confrontation of the: 
ift’s works, and Natute’s, would f{carce 
insuith them, (fince the former would. 


appear 


_ appear to’ differ from the later, but in 
filence, which the laters admiration, to 
themfelves fo perfectly reprefented, Wonka 
impofe ) yet is the Painter himfelf fo de q 
. QQ. 
formed a Creature, that he might draw 9 
Jovelier Face ev’n than any here, by drawing 
one perfectly unlike his own. Alas, thy 
difclofes the difference there may be be. 
twixt the being able to write fine Chara. 
Gers of Virtue, and the poffeffing of ir 
How ridiculous‘ fhould I efteem this Lim. 
ner, if with all this uglinefs, he thould 
efteem himfelf handfome, becaufe his Pen. 
cil can draw Faces that are fo! As abfurg 
were it for us, to grow proud of our devout 
Compofures, and fancy Piety ours, be- 
caufeour Difcourfes can poffibly inamour 
ethers of it. The Devil fometimes do’s_ 
unmoleftedly fuffer us to write well, if he 
can but ‘perfuade us we need do no more; 
and that good Pens may difpenfe us from 
good Aétions. Our Paper-warrs againtt 
Vices, are oftentimes like Alexander's, a- 
gainft the Neighbouring Nations, not out 
of Hatred, bur Glory, not to Extirpate, 
burt to Conquer them, and manifeft to the 
World the fufficiency of- our Parts, bya. 
Victory , after which, we often treat the 
vanquith’d Enemy with greater Courtcfie, 
than thofe whofe-Quarrel we andere 
‘ | 2 


murfes againft Vices, maybe as well 
by Vanity, asby Zeal, and meanp 
prefs Wit, aot perfuade Piety, Andif. 
chanceth but too frequently) we grow 
oud of them; we do,like Witches turning - 
orcifts , onely comply with Saran to catt: 
Mme Deviles (85% a 
feb, To fecond your pious, Reflestior 
mor , with {ome thoughts fuitable to 
rofeffion, I will add, chat in-the cafe. 
ut, it happensto usasitoncedidto 
z% 5 who, of the fpoils of God and Judge: 8. 
$ conquered Enemies , made. an ely 
which prov’d; in the end, his, and i 
ufes Snare. ’Twas a molt inftructive 
ck 5 and divine admonition’; that our. 
our gave his Apoftles , whensin the. 
unt they brought him of their Em-. 
fy , they joyfully related their excer-.. 
rd power 5 of difpoffelfing Devils 5 
twithftanding ( an{wer'd Chrift ) iz this. 
ace not , that Spirits ave fubjett to you 5. 
t rather rejoice that your names. are written 
“Heaven, In effect, thouzh Fudas were. 
© of the Perfons, invelted with this. 
taculous power of calting Devils out of / 
rs, yet.we read that Satan afterwards 
into Fudas ; and that it bad been good ; 
» that hehad never been bora, And: 
as Solomon tells us, He that winnetl 

Pp _—s Souls. 


ge 


Bb) 
) 


Matis. 19. 


Souls , iswife, yer'it is he only that quay 
do, as well as teach, the Commandme,- 
that {ball be call'd great in the Kin comm ap 
Heavea, And the Judge himfelf informin, 
ns, that. ar the worlds lait day; map 
will plead their having in his “ame » z 


only prophefyd or preach’d, but cast out Dp. 


Mat. 7. 
22. 23- 


vis, andthall yet be difclaim’d by him, 
fufficiently intimates, that ’tis as poflible, 
as unavailable, to do many wonderful woy, 
( for Religion.) and to be workers « g 
Anaqaity. Thetrue Chriftian fhould, Lin, 
damer, be willing to impart any ufeful Dift 
coveries that God hall pleafé to vouch: 
fafe him; bur he will éver confider. the 
taking’ft Notions he can frame of vertue, 
more as Engaoments to it , than Argu- 
ments of it; and fince there is not any 
thing in which Charity ought more to’ be. 
in at home than in devout Inftru@ions * 
Ee will endeavour to make himfelf as 


_ much Piety’s Vorary , as Advocate; to 


Luk, €, 
45. 


imitate thofe truly wfemen, that as they 
inform’d thofe of Ferufalem , of the Start 
they had feen inthe Eaft, did themfelves 
follow it, tillir brought them unto Chrift; 


_ toentitle himfelf to that of our Saviour, 4 


good man, out of the good treafure of bis’ 
heart, brings forth good things 5 and ( finally) 
to take his Celebrations of vertue from his 


Expe- 


etience , not his Fancy ; as Nurfes 
feed themfelves, to nourith their fuck- 
fants, to whom they give No meat, 
ch they havenot intheir own Breatts 
igefted into Milk , left (like the Car- 
rs that toyl’d to build the Ark to 
~Noab from the Deluze , themfelves 


elf fbould prove 4 Caft-amay, 


\ A Continuation of the Difcourfe, : 


. (Ure, Gentlemen, ’tis a happy 
_ «J thing to.be able to convert the 
neft thinos to the nobleftufes , and 
whatever one pleafes 5. fub(evient 
iety , by skilfully imploying eva 
ht and unpromiling Occafions , to re- 
relent her, vie the Advantages of a va-. 
AD SNe n 8 
Pd and furprizing Drefs, whereby you may 
cure that Vertue lovers, and your felves: 
ds : For her Votary’s are fo ingenu- 
and difintrefs’din their Amours, that 
hey have as wella kindnefs for their Ri-- 
S, as their Miftrefs. a Pi a 
| Lind, I will not deny but that there: 
be Perfons fo inflam’d with heaven. 
ve, that their Devotion is able,’ 
he laft fire , that is to refine or ‘deltroy 
Pp 2 the 


tin, ) whenhe bas preach’d to athers , * Co 9. 
27. 
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the World, to turn all nee into Fuel 
for its victorious flames, and who, whe 
they, are once iigag’d in Meditation , can : 
‘make their pious thoughts excite themfelyeg” 
and flame up higher, and higher, Withoyp. _ 
the afliftance of other Incentives, than whe 


their own fervency procures them; as "tis 
obferved, that when the fire has, {eiz’d yp. 
on a’Town, by how fmall a {park fo.’ - 
ever it have been kindl’d , if the flame 
come tobe very great, though the air be’ 
verycalm , the fire it felf will produce a 
wind, that, withoue the help o Bellows, 
fhall frongly blow it, and make it blaze 
the more, and afpire towards Heaven, 
But,Ger orie,when-ever(for I anfwer but for. 
my felf) I thall meet wich any fuch happy 
Contemplators, I thall have the Juftice to 
be one of their Admirers, without ha-. 
ving the vanity to pretend to be one of their 
number, - : a 
Exfeb. And, for my part, thall tell you, 
Genorto, that though there may be divers 
charitable perfons, befides your felf, that by. 
the Expreffions it becomes me to ufe in. 
fome of my Meditations, and other com- 
pofures of the like Nature ; may be. apt 
tofancythat I ammy {elf , as devout asl 
_ indeavour to make my Readers, yet you 
mult not imagine thar my mind, like one of 


thofe » 


tS 


Vriting’s,has no other thoughts than 
ous, or ‘at leat moral ones; For 
may be the produ@tions , not ofa con- 
frame of mind , but of Occafional 
of Devotion : And you may read a. 
ter number of fuch RefleGions in an 
rthan perhaps I havemade ina month, 
o fay,ina year. And I mult inzenious- 
pconfels to you , thar I think ir. more 
2to make ten good Sermons than to 
fe one, and to declaim againtt all 
than to relinquith any: There goes 
h lefle felf-denial to ‘conform to the 
septs of Cicevo, thanto thofe of Chrift, 
find it fo much lefs difficult to excite 
¢ mens pa'‘Tions, than to command my 
-, that if you will not fuer your 
arity too much to injure your judgment, 
uu muft look upon the devouter paf- 
ges you may have met with among my 
jompofures, as Exprefions of what [aim 
rather than of whar I praGife. 


The End of the laff Seétion, 
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